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Creation, Man, and the Fall 
Reading: Genesis 1-3; CCC 279-421; CCCC 51–78 



God is almighty

CCCC 50 God reveals himself as “the strong One, the mighty One” 
(Psalm 24:8), as the One “to whom nothing is impossible” (Luke 1:37). 
His omnipotence is universal, mysterious and shows itself in the 
creation of the world out of nothing and humanity out of love; but 
above all it shows itself in the Incarnation and the Resurrection of his 
Son, in the gift of filial adoption and in the forgiveness of sins. For this 
reason, the Church directs her prayers to the “almighty and eternal 
God.”



Creation: “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1)
CCCC 52: “The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are the one and 
indivisible principle of creation even though the work of creating the 
world is particularly attributed to God the Father.”



Creation: “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1)
CCCC 53: “The world was created for the glory of God who 
wished to show forth and communicate his goodness, truth 
and beauty. The ultimate end of creation is that God, in Christ, 
might be ‘all in all’ (1 Corinthians 15:28) for his glory and for 
our happiness.”



How did God create the universe?

CCCC 54: “God created the universe freely with wisdom and 
love. The world is not the result of any necessity, nor of blind 
fate, nor of chance. God created “out of nothing” (ex 
nihilo) (2 Maccabees 7:28) a world which is ordered and good 
and which he infinitely transcends. God preserves his creation 
in being and sustains it, giving it the capacity to act and 
leading it toward its fulfillment through his Son and the Holy 
Spirit.”



What is divine providence?

CCCC 55: “Divine Providence consists in the dispositions with which 
God leads his creatures toward their ultimate end. God is the 
sovereign Master of his own plan. To carry it out, however, he also 
makes use of the cooperation of his creatures. For God grants his 
creatures the dignity of acting on their own and of being causes 
for each other.”
• We are called to be agents of divine providence for one another.
CCCC 56: “While respecting our freedom, God asks us to cooperate 
with him and gives us the ability to do so through actions, prayers 
and sufferings, thus awakening in us the desire ‘to will and to work 
for his good pleasure’ (Philippians 2:13).



If God is omnipotent and provident, why then 
does evil exist?

CCCC 57: “To this question, as painful and mysterious as it is, only 
the whole of Christian faith can constitute a response. God is not in any 
way - directly or indirectly - the cause of evil. He illuminates the 
mystery of evil in his Son Jesus Christ who died and rose in order to 
vanquish that great moral evil, human sin, which is at the root of all 
other evils.”
CCCC 58: “Faith gives us the certainty that God would not permit evil if 
he did not cause a good to come from that very evil. This was realized 
in a wondrous way by God in the death and resurrection of Christ. In 
fact, from the greatest of all moral evils (the murder of his Son) he has 
brought forth the greatest of all goods (the glorification of Christ and 
our redemption).”



“In the beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earth” (Genesis 1:1). God created angels.
CCCC 59: “God is the Creator of everything, visible and invisible, of all 
spiritual and corporeal beings, that is, of angels and of the visible world 
and, in a special way, of man.”
CCCC 60. Who are the angels?
“The angels are purely spiritual creatures, incorporeal, invisible, 
immortal, and personal beings endowed with intelligence and will. 
They ceaselessly contemplate God face-to-face and they glorify him. 
They serve him and are his messengers in the accomplishment of his 
saving mission to all.”



What was the fall of the angels?

CCCC 74: “This expression indicates that Satan and the other demons, 
about which Sacred Scripture and the Tradition of the Church speak, 
were angels, created good by God. They were, however, transformed 
into evil because with a free and irrevocable choice they rejected God 
and his Kingdom, thus giving rise to the existence of hell. They try to 
associate human beings with their revolt against God. However, God 
has wrought in Christ a sure victory over the Evil One.”
• In the first moment of their creation, the angels had to make a 

fundamental choice to love God above all things, and to order 
themselves to God and His plan of love, or to love self above all and 
to oppose the divine plan of salvation.



Creation of the physical world: Genesis 1: six 
days of creation
CCCC 62: “Through the account of the “six days” of creation Sacred 
Scripture teaches us the value of the created world and its purpose, 
namely, to praise God and to serve humanity. Every single thing owes 
its very existence to God from whom it receives its goodness and 
perfection, its proper laws and its proper place in the universe.”
CCCC 64: “There exist an interdependence and a hierarchy among 
creatures as willed by God. At the same time, there is also a unity and 
solidarity among creatures since all have the same Creator, are loved by 
him and are ordered to his glory. Respecting the laws inscribed in 
creation and the relations which derive from the nature of things is, 
therefore, a principle of wisdom and a foundation for morality.”



Beauty and harmony of creation

CCC 341: “The order and harmony of the created world 
results from the diversity of beings and from the 
relationships which exist among them. Man discovers 
them progressively as the laws of nature. . . . The 
beauty of creation reflects the infinite beauty of the 
Creator and ought to inspire the respect and 
submission of man’s intellect and will.”



Hierarchy of creation

CCCC 63: “The human person is the summit of visible creation 
in as much as he or she is created in the image and likeness of 
God.”
CCCC 65: “The work of creation culminates in the still 
greater work of redemption, which in fact gives rise to a new 
creation in which everything will recover its true meaning and 
fulfillment.”



In what sense do we understand man and 
woman as created “in the image of God”?
CCCC 66: “The human person is created in the image of God in the 
sense that he or she is capable of knowing and of loving their Creator in 
freedom. Human beings are the only creatures on earth that God has 
willed for their own sake and has called to share, through knowledge 
and love, in his own divine life. All human beings, in as much as they 
are created in the image of God, have the dignity of a person. A person 
is not something but someone, capable of self-knowledge and of freely 
giving himself and entering into communion with God and with other 
persons.”



For what purpose did God create man and 
woman?
CCCC 67: “God has created everything for them; but he has 
created them to know, serve and love God, to offer all of 
creation in this world in thanksgiving back to him and to be 
raised up to life with him in heaven. Only in the mystery of the 
incarnate Word does the mystery of the human person come 
into true light. Man and woman are predestined to reproduce 
the image of the Son of God made Man, who is the perfect 
‘image of the invisible God’ (Colossians 1:15).”



Why does the human race form a unity?

CCCC 68: “All people form the unity of the human race by 
reason of the common origin which they have from God. God 
has made ‘from one ancestor all the nations of men’ 
(Acts 17:26). All have but one Savior and are called to share in 
the eternal happiness of God.”



How do the soul and body form a unity in the 
human being? Where does the soul come from?
CCCC 69: “The human person is a being at once corporeal and 
spiritual. In man spirit and matter form one nature. This unity 
is so profound that, thanks to the spiritual principle which is 
the soul, the body which is material, becomes a living human 
body and participates in the dignity of the image of God.”
CCCC 70: “The spiritual soul does not come from one’s parents 
but is created immediately by God and is immortal. It does not 
perish at the moment when it is separated from the body in 
death and it will be once again reunited with the body at the 
moment of the final resurrection.”



What relationship has God established 
between man and woman? Complementarity
CCCC 71: “Man and woman have been created by God in 
equal dignity insofar as they are human persons. At the same 
time, they have been created in a reciprocal complementarity 
insofar as they are masculine and feminine. God has willed 
them one for the other to form a communion of persons. They 
are also called to transmit human life by forming in matrimony 
“one flesh” (Genesis 2:24). They are likewise called to subdue 
the earth as “stewards” of God.”



What was the original condition of the human 
person according to the plan of God? 
Original justice and harmony
CCCC 72: “In creating man and woman God had given them a 
special participation in his own divine life in holiness and justice. In 
the plan of God they would not have had to suffer or die. 
Furthermore, a perfect harmony held sway within the human 
person, a harmony between creature and Creator, between man 
and woman, as well as between the first human couple and all of 
creation.”
• Immunity from suffering and death
• Immunity from concupiscence (disordered passions/emotions)
• Created in grace and friendship with God



The Fall. What was the first human sin?

CCCC 75: “When tempted by the devil, the first man and 
woman allowed trust in their Creator to die in their hearts. In 
their disobedience they wished to become “like God” but 
without God and not in accordance with God (Genesis 3:5). 
Thus, Adam and Eve immediately lost for themselves and for 
all their descendants the original grace of holiness and justice.”



The Fall. What is original sin?

CCCC 76: Original sin, in which all human beings are born, is 
the state of deprivation of original holiness and justice. It is a 
sin “contracted” by us not “committed”; it is a state of birth 
and not a personal act. Because of the original unity of all 
human beings, it is transmitted to the descendants of Adam 
“not by imitation, but by propagation”. This transmission 
remains a mystery which we cannot fully understand.



What are the consequences original sin?

CCCC 77: “In consequence of original sin human nature, without 
being totally corrupted, is wounded in its natural powers. It is 
subject to ignorance, to suffering, and to the dominion of death 
and is inclined toward sin. This inclination is called concupiscence.”
• Because of original sin we come into this world without sanctifying grace, 

and without yet being adopted as His sons and daughters.
• But human nature is still good, and is not completely depraved or 

corrupted. Concupiscence is not sin, but tempts us to sin.
• Romans 7:22-23: “I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in 

my members another law at war with the law of my mind.”



After the first sin, what did God do?
God’s first promise of salvation
CCCC 78: After the first sin the world was inundated with sin but 
God did not abandon man to the power of death. Rather, he 
foretold in a mysterious way in the “Protoevangelium” 
(Genesis 3:15) that evil would be conquered and that man would 
be lifted up from his fall. This was the first proclamation of the 
Messiah and Redeemer. Therefore, the fall would be called in the 
future a “happy fault” because it “gained for us so great a 
Redeemer” (Liturgy of the Easter Vigil).
Genesis 3:15, God says to Satan: “I will put enmity between you 
and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall 
bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”



God’s first promise of salvation


