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Dear Mishpochah,
We hope you all had a blessed Easter and Sweet Passover. We will be
including in this issue an article to help us overcome objections to Hebrew
Catholics celebrating the Passover. Although we have these objections from
some prominent Catholic clergy and theologians every year, our Director of
Theology, Dr. Larry Feingold, gives us an excellent resource to help us. As
the saying goes, Catholicism is better with Judaism, and likewise, Easter is
better with Passover.
We are now in the days leading up to Pentecost/Shavuot. We go from
Passover and the days of redemption to Shavuot with its theme of revival.
Biblically, the Feast of the Early First Fruits occurs right after Passover
which corresponds to the resurrection; then the latter First Fruits of
Shavuot corresponds to Moses receiving the Torah, the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit, and the birth of the Church. Both are harvest festivals. The
harvest is literal and spiritual.
It is Jewish tradition to study Torah all night long. As Hebrew Catholics, we
do this whenever we spend time in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, who
is Yeshua, the living Torah. We are also free to come up with our own Hebrew
Catholic observances. We eat all kinds of dairy goodies. Milk products are
appropriate since Scripture is often described as “the milk of the word.”
Blintzes and sweet noodle kugel are traditionally served.

During this time, the Lectionary concentrates on the Book of the Acts of the
Apostles as well as Revelation--how appropriate to study this as we
commemorate Shavuot and Pentecost. All these customs are to remind Israel
and the Church that Shavuot and Pentecost are wonderful feasts of the
Lord.
For more on Shavuot and Pentecost, there is an excellent article in The
Hebrew

Catholic,

issue

99

by

Brant

Pitre,

Shavuot/Pentecost.

http://www.hebrewcatholic.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/THC99.pdf
Chag Sameach, Happy Holiday to all! Our Lady of the Miracle and St. Edith
Stein, pray for us!
Shalom in Yeshua through Miriam,
Ken and Flora Wilsker
__________________________________________________________________
It is Right to Celebrate the Passover Seder Meal in the Light of Messiah
By Ken Wilsker
Every year at Passover and Easter, we as Hebrew Catholics face criticism from some quarters for
celebrating a “Seder Meal.” Some prominent theologians and others over the internet and on
Facebook come out with these bold statements every Passover/Easter to the effect that
“Catholics observing Rabbinical Liturgy of the ‘Seder Meal’ are gravely wrong.” While I have great
respect for some of these theologians, I disagree with their conclusion on this matter.
To help us all answer this objection, I have just finished re-reading an article written by Dr.
Lawrence Feingold in a publication of the Association of Hebrew Catholics, The Hebrew Catholic,
volume 104. His article is titled, The Sacramental Rites of the Old Covenant in the Time of the
Church. Dr. Feingold is an Aquinas Scholar, an Associate Professor at Kenrick Glennon Seminary
in St. Louis, and is the Director of Theology for the Association of Hebrew Catholics.

His article is worthy of serious study because how he gets to the conclusions is as important as
the conclusions themselves. But here are some paraphrased points from his main conclusions
that will help us refute these claims:
The critics refer to St. Thomas as well as the Council of Florence as justification for prohibiting
the ceremonial rites of the Old Law. Dr. Feingold goes on to give a clear, nuanced interpretation
of this issue, making a distinction between established dogma and a discipline that is no longer
in effect. The dogma of the Church forbids basing one’s hope for salvation in the rites of the Old
Law and regarding it as necessary for salvation. But concerning the discipline of such practices,
the 1983 Code of Canon Law contains no particular prohibition of the ceremonial rites of the Old
Covenant. In the mid-eighteenth century, Pope Benedict XIV declared that elements of the Jewish
ceremonial law could be observed for a “just and serious reason”, as was decided by the Council
of Jerusalem (Acts 15).
Feingold goes on to conclude that St. Thomas’s argument would be valid if the ONLY reason for
observing such a rite would be to profess faith in Christ as if He were STILL TO COME; and if it
were understood precisely in this way by those who observed such a rite, it would cause scandal
to others by signifying disbelief in the Incarnation. But if there are other reasons for observing
such a rite that would edify rather than cause scandal, as can be seen in the practices of the
Apostolic generation, then the argument would fail.
Dr. Feingold writes that free devotional observance of these types in the current context would
serve these 5 important purposes:
1. Such observances would help all Christians be more aware of the typology of Israel and
the vital connection between Israel and the Church. It would help Christians recognize
their roots in the history of the Chosen People.
2. A devotional observance by Christians of certain elements of the Old Testament
ceremonial law, such as the Seder, show reverence for the worship and prayer of the Old
Covenant. This would be helpful in reducing anti-Semitic attitudes among Christians.
3. It would be a way for Jewish Christians to remain connected in some measure with the
glorious heritage, worship, and messianic longing of their people. Without any shared
liturgical practice, it is difficult for Jewish Christians to retain a living connection with this
heritage, so central to salvation history. This could prevent the complete loss of Jewish
identity in Jewish Christians through assimilation.
4. Such observance could help Jews outside the Church come to understand that belief in
Christ on the part of Jews does not have to lead to the disappearance of the People Israel.
5. Also it can serve as a devotion to the humanity of Christ and to the Holy Family. The salvific
mysteries of Christ’s life include His practice of the ceremonial rites of the Old Covenant.
What are the conditions for the devotional observance of the rites of the Ceremonial Law? Dr.
Feingold has three:
1. Their celebration is subject to the Magisterium and Episcopal authority;

2. It should be made clear that one’s intention is to celebrate them as prefigurations of a
reality that one believes is already present;
3. It should be made clear to the faithful the difference between the prefiguring rites and
the seven sacraments of the New Covenant. These observances of the ceremonies of the
Mosaic Law cannot be principal or foundational in the worship of Hebrew Catholics.
All such observances should be voluntary, just as they would be for other Catholics of non-Jewish
origin.
Keep in mind that there are times when we attend a Rabbinical Seder Meal with our Jewish
families, and this is not gravely sinful since we are honoring our Jewish family. We attend with
the mindset that these realities have already been fulfilled in Yeshua the Messiah, much like the
way we read the Old Testament Scriptures now as believers in Jesus. This is not gravely sinful.
For a Hebrew Catholic, it would be better to celebrate the Passover Seder in the Light of Christ.
You can use the Haggadah that has been developed for this use at
http://www.hebrewcatholic.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/AHC-Haggadah-Draft-9Booklet.pdf
In defense of St. Thomas, he lived in a time when he could not have anticipated the Holocaust,
the re-establishment of Israel, and Jerusalem being under Jewish control (cf. Luke 21:24). He
could not have anticipated the influx of Jews into faith in Jesus and the Church. According to the
AHC founder, Fr. Elias Friedman, we now live in a new era of salvation history. We live in a time
that reminds us of the 1st century when the most Jewish thing a Jew could do was to believe in
Jesus the Messiah, and the most Jewish community for a Jew to worship in was the Holy Catholic
Church. This we believe to be just as true now in this present era of salvation history.
Many thanks to Dr. Feingold for his invaluable insights and scholarship in this area which is so
crucial to the Church and which supports the efforts toward the re-establishment of a Hebrew
Catholic community, and ultimately the salvation of all Israel. (CCC 674) I highly recommend that
you go online at http://www.hebrewcatholic.net/the-hebrew-catholic-104-summer-2018-2/ to
get the full article and to subscribe to receive the publication, The Hebrew Catholic, and support
the Association of Hebrew Catholics.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

News from the Diaspora
The West Coast Florida Havurah
Blessings of this Beautiful Easter/Passover/ Divine Mercy season, Ken and Flora!
Although our havurah did not share a Seder, we did attend a beautiful Passover Seder
with cousin Richie at his Chabad synagogue, along with Jeanne, one of our members.
(So just the 3 of us)
The week prior to that, Stan and I and Richie attended a ceremony at Richie’s shul when
the congregation received their very 1st permanent Torah scroll (not borrowed). The

public had been extended an invitation to this amazing event, and so local dignitaries
were there, too.
A scribe was there, seated before the Torah, carefully inscribing the last few Hebrew
letters on the scroll with a long white goose quill. Just amazing! Then a joyous outdoor
dancing procession was led by Rabbi Yossi through the streets for over an hour under
the chuppah which was carried by the young men, sheltering the Torah amidst the sound
of singing of psalms and the minstrels following alongside. See photo below.
Havurah update: We met only once in April, due to the fact that I just had way too much
on my plate:
--Negotiating through my new Carmelite responsibilities as Regional Formation
Coordinator;
--then completing parish RCIA planning/teaching—we had 20 coming into the Church this
year!
So we had all that along with some family ups and downs. One of the “ups” is
granddaughter Emily’s wedding coming this September. Then Stan’s and my 50th
wedding anniversary in November! God is good!
(One of the “downs” was that our 17-year-old granddaughter Sara had brain surgery just
last week! She was discharged today but will need subsequent surgery at a later date.)
I also am finishing an additional commitment of working with 3 other women on a major
pro-life conference at a local parish (not my parish) on May 11. Major pro-life speaker
and author Terry Beatley is a new friend, and she will speak at our event called: ‘Saving
the One’ to about 200+ and will speak about the founder of NARAL (beginning of Planned
Parenthood), Hebrew Catholic Dr. Bernard Nathanson. (Remember his incredible
conversion story on the CD I gave you!)
Terry (who lives in Virginia) & I both agree that Dr. Nathanson, now with God, would
definitely have been interested in AHC. Terry, who interviewed Nathanson, has shared
his conversion story as speaker for events like West Coast March for Life, California & FL
Respect Life Conference last summer, & has spoken at large evangelical churches as
well.
So Ken and Flora- Terry’s mission to share Nathanson’s conversion is a developing story
as per Terry’s own personal growing in her understanding about AHC and Jewish
sensitivities--So PLEASE keep in your prayers her visit here with us May 10-11 for the
upcoming conference. She will be staying here at our home for a couple of days. The
conference at St. Thomas Catholic Church (a large local parish) and the event benefit our
local pregnancy center where Stan and I served on their Board.
Also other news: I did begin writing a short piece on the life of St. Teresa Benedicta of
the Cross and hope to email that by the end of May. If you can use it for anything, great—
if not, no worries. Need a few more weeks to work on it.
It seems like the good Lord has everyone extra busy lately--so much to get ready before
the King returns! So many prayers needed, too, with all the pain and sorrow unfolding in
the world as anti-semitism again rears its ugly head!
Another interesting recent development: Our parish will be getting a new Pastor this
summer. I’m very happy that this new Pastor, Fr Dominic, is a wonderful Priest whom I

had worked with on a committee a few years ago at Catholic Charities/ Foundations of
Life pregnancy center.
Father Dominic may also be open to supporting our havurah--we’ll have to wait and see.
Wishing you both continued blessings and good health!
Love, Pat
P.S. I would have called, but as you can see it might have been a really long
conversation. ;)
If you need any clarification on this crazy email, please don’t hesitate to call, text or
email!
From the St. Edith Stein Havurah, St. Louis, Missouri
Kathleen returned to St. Louis on April 15 after 5 1/2 months in Milpitas, California. Her brother,
Tim, had developed aggressive widespread cancer and in December, the hospital doctors gave him
1-3 months. He went home after the doctors declined any chemo or radiation for him because they
said it would not help. With Kathleen's home cooking, the wonderful help from hospice nurses,
and lots of prayer from many people, Tim has made a remarkable recovery. Plus he always kept a
positive attitude. As of today, he is making some of his meals, but most of them delivered to his
door, raking grass, riding his bike, and so on. It is truly a miraculous recovery which we thank God
for, one day at a time!
We are now engaged in getting through the backlog of mail, computer maintenance, etc. that
has accumulated over almost 6 months. While we did not host a Seder this year, David was able
to attend a Seder hosted by Ken and Flora and then one at the home of Larry and Marsha
Feingold. Finally, after Kathleen returned, we were both able to attend a Seder at the home of a
Russian Orthodox family, using our AHC Haggadah.
We look forward to getting our havurah active when the time is right.
Wishing you all the blessings of Easter,
In Messiah,
David and Kathleen

Dear Friends,
We wish you all a blessed Easter season and invite you to our next meeting on May
14th with Dr. Adrian Ciani. Please see attached flyer for more details.
Looking forward to seeing everyone there.
In Messiah, our Risen Lord,
Deacon Mark & Sue
-Deacon Mark and Sue Neugebauer
Fellowship of St. Joseph
Association of Hebrew Catholics Toronto Branch

Pictures from Seder 2019 in Toronto:

From B’nei Miriam Havurah in Tasmania
We held our 6th B’nei Miriam Havurah Passover Seder in Tasmania and our 4th one in Dover this
Pesach. There were 21 of us this year, nine of us Catholics of Jewish ancestry. We had five new
attenders: our parish priest Father Devar, a seminarian Brother Vinco, Ann Brereton a leader in
the International Catholic Charismatic Renewal as well as a member of our parish, and two young
men both called Tom. Hamish Powell (aged 18), who was attending for his second time but his
first time as a Catholic, sadly is not in the photos as he was the photographer.
Our Seder follows the traditional orthodox Jewish Family Haggadah in English with some Hebrew.
Brother Gilbert Joseph gives some commentary at the beginning and throughout pointing out the
connections with the Mass and Jewish roots of the Catholic Faith. However, commentary is kept
to a minimum so that the traditional Seder is appreciated in its Jewish integrity. Our Hebrew
Catholic friend Dinah Moshe enkindled the Pesach candles in Hebrew. Baby Elizabeth Kay seemed
to really enjoy the singing of Dayenu and the other songs. Elizabeth's grandmother Tanya Kay, a
Catholic of Jewish ancestry, was in attendance with her husband Des, their two sons Joseph (aged
18) and Daniel (aged 21), her daughter-in-law Amy, and her two teenage nieces, Mary and Adele
Hunter. Unfortunately, Tanya's sister Maria Hunter and her son Jack who were due to attend got
sick and had to miss this year’s Seder. The young people also really got into the swing of things

with the singing and table thumping. Father Devar was very impressed with the Seder and asked
to borrow one of the Haggadahs in order to study the prayers more deeply.

From Light of Prayer Havurah in Minnesota
Greetings Ken and Flora,
I pray all is well. I think we are finally out of the woods for getting any more snow, but you
never know.
We celebrated Passover in our group on April 12th, and everyone enjoyed the prayer
service. It brought it us closer to the Lord, I think, at the start of Holy Week. We had 12
people attending, so we had a full table.
We have started reading Brant Pitre's book, The Jewish Roots of Mary, and will plan
reading it through the end of the year.
Blessings to you both -- I have attached pictures of our day together.
Tammy
Light of Prayer Havurah

From Light to the Nations Havurah, Houston, Texas
Hi Ken and Flora,
Unfortunately, this year the havurah did not meet for a Seder. Hopefully, next year it will be a different
story. At least it doesn't seem that the dates for Passover and the Easter Triduum overlap in
2020. However, I was thinking of possibly doing something for Shavuot. Will keep you guys posted.
Shalom,
Jorge

Jorge,
Thanks for your update. Consider doing the Seder anytime during Lent. This does not have to be done on the actual
date of Passover, especially when it occurs so close to Easter as it did this year. The celebration of the Seder in the
Light of Christ allows your havurah to enter more deeply into Holy Week and the Passion of our Lord. Thanks.
Shalom in Messiah through Miriam,
Ken

