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“Consider the primary aim of the group to be, 
not the conversion of the Jews, 

but the creation of a new Hebrew Catholic community life and spirit,
an alternative society to the old.”

 A counsel from Elias Friedman, O.C.D.

“The mission of your association responds, in a most fitting way, 
to the desire of the Church to respect fully 

the distinct vocation and heritage of Israelites in the Catholic Church.”
Most Rev. Raymond L. Burke, Archbishop of St. Louis, May 2006

“Please be assured of my prayers for your efforts devoted to studying and calling 
attention to the Jewish roots of our Catholic faith and for your work to help  

Catholics of Jewish origin to find their place and role in the Church.”
Archbishop Robert Carlson, Archbishop of St. Louis, Sept. 2010

The Association of Hebrew Catholics is under the patronage of
Our Lady of the Miracle

(who in the Church of St. Andrea della Fratte in Rome,  
on 20 January 1842, converted Alphonse Ratisbonne)

and 
Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein)

Miriam, Our Lady of the Miracle, pray for us!
Saint Edith Stein, pray for us!

What They Have Said
We thank God for bringing us as Jews to the knowledge of Jesus the Mes-
siah, and we express a debt of gratitude to those from the Nations who 
have transmitted the knowledge of Christ from generation to generation.

From the 2010 Statement of the Helsinki Consultation

vuvh oaç tçv LËrç
(Baruch haba b’Shem Adonai)

Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord

The Association of Hebrew Catholics aims at ending the alienation of 
Catholics of Jewish origin and background from their historical heritage. 
By gathering the People Israel within the Church, the AHC hopes to help 
enable them to serve the Church and all peoples within the mystery of their 
irrevocable gifts and calling. (cf. Rom. 11:29)

The kerygma of the AHC announces that the divine plan of salvation has 
entered the phase of the Apostasy of the Gentiles, prophesied by Our Lord and 
St. Paul, and of which the Return of the Jews to the Holy Land is a corollary.
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Anything in The Hebrew Catholic may be reprinted,  
except:
1. articles for which we have obtained permission, 
as indicated in the article’s credits,
2. articles which will not be printed in their com-
plete and unedited form. For these, we must approve 
the edited version.
Credits for the article must include the name and 
issue number of our publication - The Hebrew 
Catholic - and the U.S. address of the AHC.
Send a copy of the publication with the reprinted 
article to the AHC at its U.S. address. 
The views expressed in the published articles are 
those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the AHC.
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News and Notes 

About this issue
This issue is dedicated to the subject stated on the cover: 

The First International / Interconfessional Congress of 
Jewish Disciples of Jesus. The Congress was held in Dal-
las, Texas, August 27-30, 2018.

Mark Kinzer put together a Daily Liturgy booklet for 
the Congress. It contains the following:

• Grace After Meals (Birkat Hamazon)
• Afternoon Service (Minchah)
• Evening Service (Ma’ariv)
• Hebrew Catholic Mass (Se’udat MaAdon)
The Hebrew for the Mass came from the St. James 

Vicariate for Hebrew-speaking Catholics in Israel. The 
authorized English translation for the Mass was not a 
translation of the authorized Hebrew Mass. Thus, Mark 
provided an English translation which was approved by 
Fr. Levy. This booklet can be ordered on Amazon: 

http://tinyurl.com/yxwbq9el
The Congress selected a steering committee to chart a 

way forward for the Jewish disciples. It will be an inter-
esting and challenging project given the great variety of 
traditions and beliefs of Jewish disciples of Jesus. Our own 
Mark Neugebauer is one of the members of this committee.

During March 2019, a series of teleconferences will be 
held among the participants of the Congress to explore 
an initial proposal of the committee. Future issues of The 
Hebrew Catholic will relate all developments.

Bishop Eugene P. LaRoque – R.I.P.
Bishop Eugene P. La–

Roque was born in Wind-
sor, Ontario on Mar. 27, 
1927. He passed into eter-
nity on Dec. 16, 2018. 
The following informa-
tion comes from the obitu-
ary in the Windsor Star, 
Dec. 18. (http://tinyurl.com/
yyklcp6s) Bishop LaRoque 
was ordained to the priest-
hood in June 1952 and 
was consecrated Bishop 

of Alexandria in Sept. 1974. In 1977, he became the first 
chairman of the Liaison Committee between the Canadian 
Jewish Congress and the Canadian Catholic Conference 
of Bishops, and was a member of the dialogue until 1994. 
He regularly attended the Kol Nidre Service and fasted 
with the Jewish community on Yom Kippur while he was 
Bishop of Cornwall.

Bishop LaRoque was a great supporter of the AHC. He 

also endorsed the work of The Miriam Press, publishing 
arm of the AHC, contributing financial support to both the 
first and second editions of Jewish Identity. Bishop La-
Roque was a friend of our founder, Elias Friedman, OCD.

We are grateful for Bishop LaRoque’s service to the 
Church and his support of the AHC. We pray for the repose 
of his soul in the heart of our Lord.

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Bishop Eugene P. LaRoque,  
O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him.

Sr. Mariana Handley, NDS – R.I.P.
Sister passed into eternity on 26 Sept. 2018. She led the 

Melbourne, Australia havurah from 1991 after Andrew 
Sholl moved from Melbourne to Townsville. Andrew’s 
article about his good friend appears on page 5 of this issue.

We are grateful for Sister’s service to the Church and to 
the AHC and pray for the repose of her soul in the heart 
of our Lord.

 Eternal Rest grant unto Sr. Handley, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon her.

Treasures From Our Tradition
Ed. The following appeared in the Mar. 3rd bulletin 
of St. John the Baptist Church, Milpitas, California.

“Many Catholics who are not active in the Church 
will still seek out ashes this Wednesday. Likewise, 
many Jews who are not otherwise observant will fol-
low the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur, with great 
exactness, fasting and refraining from work and 
entertainment. People customarily dress in white as 
a symbol of purity and a reminder of God’s promise 
that our sins will be made white as snow. While the 
overture to Ash Wednesday for Christians may be 
a festive Mardi Gras celebration, for Jews it is the 
New Year feast of Rosh Hashanah. Ten days before 
the Day of Atonement to God, people are expected 
to repair breaks in human life. These are days for 
offering forgiveness and seeking to repair harmed 
relationships with family, friends, or coworkers. 
Everyone is expected to seek out someone and “clear 
the air” by asking for understanding for any mean 
words or thoughtless deeds in the past year.

“Perhaps the ashes you receive will be invested 
with deeper meaning if you follow a similar plan. 
This year, Rosh Hashanah will be September 29, 
and Yom Kippur October 8. A conversation with 
some Jewish friends or neighbors about their expe-
rience of a season of repentance may be a blessing 
on your Lent.” 

 In Matthew 13:52, when the disciples say that 
they understand the parables, Jesus responds: 

“Then every scribe who has been instructed in the 
kingdom of heaven is like the head of a household 
who brings from his storeroom both the new and 
the old.” 

Eternal rest grant 
unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual 
l ight shine upon 
them. May the souls 
of the faithful de-
parted, through the 
mercy of God, rest 
in peace.
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Letters / Emails
This is your column, your means to express your thoughts and 
to communicate with our readers. We invite your comments and 
views. We will attempt to publish all letters as received. However, 
we reserve the right to edit letters because of excessive length, 
personal comments, or inappropriate matter.
We honor all requests to not publish the letter writer’s name. 
We will also withhold the writer’s name if we feel the contents 
warrant it.

A Spiritual Calling
I have always felt called to defend Jews and Catholics. 

I recently learned that my father (who is deceased) had a 
small amount of Jewish ancestry. This made me profoundly 
happy and moved me to support and affiliate with the As-
sociation of Hebrew Catholics. This is a spiritual calling.

Alan Cozad, United States

Thanks for sharing and witnessing
Thank you for sharing the importance of proclaiming 

our Jewish roots in the Catholic Church, and being a wit-
ness to Gentiles and Jewish people outside the Church…
We pray for the day we are “ALL” united in Christ for 
the glory of God the Father. We will continue to hold on 
to God’s promises—God said it; we believe it; and that 
should settle all concerns to our future.

Blessings always,
Howard & Susan Weinstein, United States

Let us all pray for Ali Citsay
Your issues just keep getting better and better! Keep up 

the great work. Be assured of my prayers for continued 
growth of AHC and the success of your Endowment…. 
Our youngest daughter, aged 30, a year ago was diagnosed 
with the worst kind of brain cancer called Glioblastoma. 
Our faith keeps us going and gives us hope. If you would 
please keep her in your prayers. Her name is Ali. 

Thank you and God bless.
Andrew Citsay, United States

Learning about Jewish roots
Thank you in advance for this issue. We are non-Jewish 

Catholics who are increasingly curious about our Jewish 
ancestors. God Bless the Jewish people!

R. Wilson, United States

Join us in praying for new leadership
Greetings – I think we’re in line for recruitment…. 

Another good issue; I hope you get some assistance soon. 
The Register was saved by EWTN – any chance there?

P.M., United States

Appreciates Dr. Feingold’s Teaching
Dr. Feingold never fails to impress me even more than 

the last time I read something he wrote or attended one 
of his talks. This article of his (in The Hebrew Catholic 
#104) is a real teaching for me.

Mary Espenschied, United States

Uniting all people through the Holy Eucharist
It is clear that the Lord God Jesus Christ has united all 

people, Jew and Gentile, through the Blessed Sacrament of 
the Holy Eucharist. The Association of Hebrew Catholics 
helps open the eyes of Jews and even Gentiles to this truth. 
God Bless you. Shalom.

J.G., United States

Teach seminarians language of the Holy Family
My only hope and prayer is that our seminarians in their 

training for the priesthood would be trained in the language 
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph so they can understand the 
Lord’s meaning in what I believe is important—that the 
understanding will not be substituted by the translator.

In today’s world and challenges, I believe it is important 
to provide our priests the actual words of Christ and His 
times.

Fr. William Salmon, United States

President’s Memo
Shalom Chaverim,
You should have received our interim letter of Dec. 17, 

2018 explaining the situation with Kathleen’s brother, 
Tim. Thank you for your prayers for Tim and Kathleen & 
me. Our Lord’s healing graces, Hospice, and Kathleen’s 
nourishing meals have enabled a remarkable recovery in 
Tim. Thanks be to God! He is up and about, doing some 
chores, going for walks outside, etc. Kathleen remains in 
Milpitas while we explore options with Tim for the future. 

While I was in Milpitas, I had much time to read and 
pray, attempting to discern a path forward for the AHC. As 
we have endeavored to discern the Lord’s will in all mat-
ters, so we continue to seek His will for the path forward. 
In the next issue, I will share some thoughts that developed 
in response to my readings and prayer. 

The Endowment fund that we announced in the last is-
sue has been put on hold for the foreseeable future. After 
further reflection, we decided it was more important to 
raise funds now for our immediate needs, rather than 
ensure a future for the AHC to which an endowment fund 
would solely apply.

For now, Kathleen and I wish you all the blessings of 
Lent, Pesach, and Easter, in the hearts of Yeshua, Miriam, 
and St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross,  
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Stories From the Diaspora
In Memoriam: Sr. Mariana Handley, NDS   

June 10, 1925 to September 26, 2018

It was with a very heavy heart that I learnt of the death 
of my very good friend, Sister Mariana Handley, N.D.S., 
upon my return from overseas on 9 October, 2018.

Having died in her 94th year on 26 September, 2018, Sis-
ter Mariana was almost a life-long professed Sister of Our 
Lady of Zion [in 2015, 60 years a professed nun], in the 
only Order of the Catholic Church founded by the French 
Hebrew Catholic brothers Theodore and Alphonse Ratis-
bonne, S.J., for the evangelization of the Jewish People. 

She was born on 10 June, 1925, at Fish Creek, a tiny 
township in South Gippsland, near Wilson’s Promontory, 
the southernmost tip of Victoria, and thus of the Continent 
of Australia.

This name of Fish Creek caused endless merriment, but 
she was extremely proud of it. [At the age of 16, when 
I first went to work full-time at the A.N.Z. bank in Mel-
bourne, I was playfully threatened with being “sent to Fish 
Creek”, if I didn’t pull up my socks!]

As a Sister of Zion, Sister Mariana taught in the Order’s 
schools in Gippsland, as well as in Melbourne, until her 
retirement from teaching.

She then worked actively in promoting Jewish-Christian 
relations for many years, while centered at a house owned 
by her Order at 90 Grandview Avenue, Pascoe Vale South, 
a western suburb of Melbourne.

It was only in the last few years that she very reluctantly 
went to a nursing home (following a car accident), from 
where she in fact went to God. This was at St. Catherine’s 

Aged Care Facility in Balwyn, a suburb of Melbourne.
Having dedicated her life to Jesus in the Order of Our 

Lady of Zion (N.D.S.), she was an enthusiastic supporter 
of the Jewish People all her life, in the only Order of the 
Catholic Church which officially had this as an aim.

Ever since I co-founded the Association of Hebrew 
Catholics (AHC) with the late Father Elias Friedman OCD, 
formerly of Stella Maris (“Star of the Sea”) Carmelite 
Monastery, Mount Carmel, Haifa, Israel, in 1979, Sr. 
Mariana was a keen supporter of our Association. 

In fact, when I went to live in Townsville in August, 
1991, she took over the running of the AHC in Melbourne 
and the rest of Victoria until relatively recently, when due 
to old age, the leadership then devolved on John Paterson, 
who is still the current leader.

Every two months, The Melbourne Havurah held its 
meeting next to St. Francis’ Church, Melbourne City, 
which she would never miss to the end, thanks to being 
driven there and back to St. Catherine’s by another faithful 
AHC member, Michael Renehan.

Sadly, neither John nor I could attend Sister’s funeral on 
3 October at St. Fidelis’ Church, Moreland (Melbourne) 
as both of us were out of the country (I was just travelling 
from Subotica, my hometown in Serbia, to Budapest in 
Hungary). My eldest daughter, Nicolette Thein, represent-
ed me and told me that it was a most moving Funeral Mass.

Finally, having lived and worked so hard and enthusi-
astically as a dedicated Sister of Zion, Sister Mariana was 
able to meet the greatest Jew who ever lived: Our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Well done, good and faithful servant!
Requiescat in Pace.
Andrew Sholl.

Bishop Hilton Deakin, John Paterson, Penny & Andrew Sholl 
Sr. Mariana Handley, Fr. Ian Williams
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Ed. Fr. Antoine Levy collected the general statements for each 
of the Helsinki consultations. The link that follows each state-
ment takes you to the various talks that were given in that city. 

2010 Helsinki Statement
We thank God for bringing us as Jews to the knowledge 

of Jesus the Messiah, and we express a debt of gratitude to 
those from the Nations who have transmitted the knowl-
edge of Christ from generation to generation. While we 
seek to speak on behalf of those who share our Jewish 
identity and faith in Christ, we have no official mandate 
from our respective communities. In what follows we are 
expressing our own deeply held convictions.  

At this unprecedented event, we have experienced the 
depth of our bond, and at the same time we have wrestled 
with the diversity of our ingrained theological and cul-
tural constructs. In spite of church divisions, we have 
come together as Jews who believe in Jesus. We hope 
that sharing the fruit of our common efforts will benefit 
our brothers and sisters in Christ. We do not aim to issue 
a definitive declaration, but to initiate an ongoing process 
of discussion.

There are many Jewish people in the body of Christ. We 
believe that this reality reflects God’s intention that Israel 
and the Nations live as mutual blessings to one another. In 
fact, the Church in its essence is the communion of Jews 
and those from the Nations called to faith in Christ. 

In light of this truth, we think that the life of Jews in the 
body of Christ has theological significance for that body 
as a whole. Their presence serves as a constant reminder 
to the body that its existence is rooted in the ongoing story 
of the people of Israel. This story resounds throughout 
the celebration of the liturgical life of the community. We 
believe that this story finds its center in Israel’s Messiah. 
We believe that Jews within the body are a living bond 
between the Church and the people of Israel. Accordingly, 
we would like to explore concrete ways in which Jewish 

people may live out their distinctive calling in the body 
of Christ. 

Finally, we wish to express to our Jewish brothers and 
sisters who do not share our faith in Jesus the Messiah that 
we consider ourselves to be part of the Jewish people and 
are committed to its welfare. 

http://helsinkiconsultation.squarespace.com

2011 Paris Statement on Am Israel
The theme of this year’s consultation was “Am Israel – 

our People.” As the many papers demonstrated, the identity 
of the Jewish People is complex, consisting of historical, 
familial, ethnic, cultural and spiritual components that are 
all essential and inseparable. The paradoxical nature of 
Jewish identity challenges us to avoid reductionist inter-
pretation and to explore further the mystery of our people.

As Jewish believers in Jesus, we affirm our identity as 
part of both the people of Israel and of the Body of Christ. 
We recognise the pain this affirmation may cause to some 
of those of our people who do not believe in Yeshua. We 
are also aware of the misunderstanding that can occur in 
the Church when we state that we continue to be part of 
the Jewish people. 

Nevertheless, we believe that we are a living witness to 
the mysterious and invisible bond which persists between 
the Church and Israel. Our dual membership brings us into 
a unique relationship with one another, and also entails 
weighty responsibilities and formidable challenges. Our 
two communities have been separated but belong together. 
We bear witness to the tragedy of their division and herald 
the hope of their future reconciliation. 

We are exploring how this unique relationship to one 
another as Jewish believers in Jesus might take visible 
form as a wider fellowship dedicated to the service of the 
Jewish people and the body of Messiah. 

http://helsinkiconsultation.squarespace.com/paris2011/

Collected Statements of the Helsinki Consultation on  
Jewish Continuity in the Body of the Messiah
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2012 Berlin Statement on Torah
We, the members of the Helsinki Consultation, bear liv-

ing witness to the recent emergence of Jewish believers 
in Yeshua (Jesus) who affirm their Jewish identity and 
acknowledge its theological significance. We are increas-
ingly recognizing the intrinsic connection between this 
identity and Torah, the dynamic reality that has shaped the 
life of the Jewish people throughout its historical journey. 
We are also increasingly challenged to understand the con-
tinuing significance of the Torah encountered in the light 
of the gospel within the life of the Body of the Messiah.

The complex nature of Jewish existence reflects the mul-
tifaceted and paradoxical character of the Torah. Torah is 
both the historical revelation of God to Israel, and Israel’s 
window to the eternity of God; once-for-all transmitted 
truth, and ever new process of discovery; the fashioner of 
human institutions, and the secret of the cosmic order; the 
absoluteness of the Divine Word, and the relativity of its 
human interpretation; the vulnerable letter of the written 
text, and its invulnerable spirit; defining mark of Israel’s 
singular path and destiny, and wisdom for all nations of 
the earth.

From an early period, many Christians have not fully 
grasped the Torah’s paradoxical unity. They have limited 
its relevance to what they deemed “moral precepts” whilst 
rejecting the so-called “civil” and “ceremonial” practices 
that are foundational to Jewish life. They have frequently 
viewed Torah through the dualistic lens of grace and law, 
contrasting faith and works, and thus overlooking the 
Torah’s enduring value.

Recent scholarship has shed new light on the Jewish 
context of Yeshua and the early Yeshua-movement which 
challenges traditional Christian understanding of the 
Torah and brings renewed appreciation for its positive 
significance. Many now recognize that Yeshua, Sha’ul 
(Paul), and the other early Jewish followers of Yeshua were 
Torah-observant. This historical reality carries significant 
theological implications.

We as Jewish believers in Yeshua acknowledge the spe-
cial bond that unites us with Israel’s Torah. This bond with 
Israel’s Torah witnesses in the Church to the irrevocability 
of God’s gifts and call to Israel (Rom 11:29). For Yeshua 
said, “Think not that I have come to destroy the Torah, or 
the prophets: I have not come to destroy, but to fulfill” (Mt 
5:17). We believe in the continuing validity of the Torah 
even as it is fulfilled in Christ. Moreover, we see Christ 
as the incarnate Torah, the eternal wisdom of the Father in 
human flesh. He alone lived out the Torah in perfect form, 
and he calls his disciples to walk in his ways. 

As Jewish believers in Yeshua we are in the process of 
working out the meaning and concrete implications of this 
bond that we collectively experience. We find ourselves 

in a variety of different ecclesial and Jewish commu-
nal contexts, and we hold different understandings and 
definitions of Torah observance. Some of us consider the 
observance of mitzvot such as Shabbat, Jewish holidays, 
and the dietary laws as an essential component of fidelity 
to Torah. Yet we all understand that our attempt to live in 
radical discipleship to Yeshua (in conformity to teaching 
such as that found in the Sermon on the Mount) is the 
foundational principle of Torah observance. Furthermore, 
we all understand our faithfulness to Israel’s Torah as a 
commitment to promote an awareness of the Jewish roots 
of the Church.

In the midst of our different approaches, we have ex-
perienced through our deliberations and fellowship the 
dynamic and unifying power of Christ as Torah. Continu-
ing to reflect on the Torah’s role in our lives, we desire to 
grow together as Jews and as disciples of Yeshua. We hope 
these insights will resonate with other Jewish believers 
in Yeshua, and we invite them to join us on our journey.

http://helsinkiconsultation.squarespace.com/berlin2012/

2013 Oslo Final Statement on  
Fulfilling the Torah in Jesus Christ

The Helsinki Consultation on Jewish Continuity in 
the Body of Christ, an international fellowship of Jew-
ish believers in Jesus who are scholars, theologians, and 
educators from Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox, and Mes-
sianic Jewish traditions, met in Oslo, Norway from 21-25 
June 2013.

Eleven participants from Finland, France, Germany, 
Israel, Norway, Russia, the UK, and the USA presented 
papers before an invited audience on the subject of “Fulfill-
ing the Torah in Jesus Christ.” This reference to Matthew 
5:17 challenges Jewish believers in Yeshua to express how 
they understand the Messiah’s fulfillment of Torah in their 
lives and ecclesial communities. The papers, available soon 
on the Consultation website (http://helsinkiconsultation.
squarespace.com/ ), reflect the diverse backgrounds and 
perspectives of the participants, and manifest varying at-
titudes toward traditional Jewish practice. Nevertheless, 
all are agreed on the theological significance and concrete 
expression of Torah in the life of Jewish believers in Jesus.

http://helsinkiconsultation.squarespace.com/oslo2013/

2014 Ede Statement on  
Jewish and Christian Tradition

As Jewish disciples of Yeshua, we inherit and respect 
both Jewish and Christian traditions. Jewish tradition, 
rooted in the Torah and developed through the centuries, 
guides the life of our people Israel and remains a vital 
source of our identity. Christian tradition, rooted in Christ 
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and unfolding over time, shapes the life of the body of 
Christ and is therefore an indispensable source for our 
shared faith and life in Messiah. 

Tragically, Jewish denial of the legitimacy of Jewish be-
lief in Yeshua as Messiah and Christian denial of the reality 
of his ongoing relationship with the Jewish people have 
been central in the development of these two traditions. 
We recognize the need to challenge these core denials.

Although the Messiahship of Yeshua is not recognized in 
Rabbinic tradition, we believe that the Spirit of Yeshua is 
at work within it. Conversely, Christian tradition, founded 
on Yeshua’s teaching and redemptive work, has often 
propagated a distorted understanding of Christ by failing to 
acknowledge his Jewish identity and his ongoing relation-
ship with the Jewish people and their tradition. As heirs of 
both traditions, our faith in Yeshua and our commitment 
to our people summon us to receive each tradition with 
filial deference and with the critical freedom of mature 
sons and daughters. 

As Jews who believe in Yeshua, we represent a spectrum 
in our concrete expression of the Jewish and Christian 
traditions we have inherited. Each of us embodies in 
some way fidelity to the core practices of these traditions, 
such as Shabbat and the Lord’s Supper. We experience an 
increasingly harmonious and natural integration of these 
two traditions as we search for an authentic way of being 
Jewish disciples of Yeshua. At the same time, the tensions 
that exist between Jewish and Christian traditions pulsate 
within us. As diverse as our practices might be (and diver-
sity is a mark of both traditions), these practices express 
our shared commitment to honor the Lord Yeshua and 
identify as members of the Jewish people.

Therefore, we undertake to bear witness to and transmit 
a life of faithfulness to Torah and Messiah in which Jewish 
and Christian tradition are not opposed but rather mutually 
enriching. We believe this witness has significance for the 
entire people of God, both Israel and the Church. We aim 
to foster and embody a living community in which, even 
as both traditions are respected and upheld, the historical 
division between them is challenged and transcended.

http://helsinkiconsultation.squarespace.com/netherlands/

2015 Moscow Statement on Jewish  
Expression in the Body of Messiah

The theological significance of the Jewish presence in 
the Body of the Messiah has been the object of a growing 
reflection over recent years. This must be seen in connec-
tion with the increasing visibility that this presence has 
taken in the Messianic movement and in various churches. 
This visibility has expressed itself in many forms. Two 
main forms of corporate expression have prevailed until 
now. The first is based on a reconnection with the legacy of 
Jewish tradition outside the boundaries of the institutional 

churches. The second combines the rediscovery of the 
significance of Jewish identity with the striving to promote 
it from within the context of the institutional churches. 

As the first form faces the challenge of forging a creative 
synthesis between faith in Yeshua (Jesus) and Jewish tradi-
tion, the second faces that of fighting against remnants of 
anti-Jewish discourse and behavior. Both share the experi-
ence of rejection by mainstream Jews while both maintain 
that their faith in Yeshua strengthens their Jewish identity 
and deepens their appreciation of the riches conveyed by 
Jewish tradition. We, members of the Helsinki Consulta-
tion, discern in both forms God’s providence presiding 
over the destiny of the Body of the Messiah and leading 
it, through ways that are often puzzling for human minds, 
to its final goal, the unity of Israel and the Nations in 
Messiah Yeshua.

http://helsinkiconsultation.squarespace.com/relevant-articles/

2017 Krakow Statement on the  
Wounds of Memory

We have gathered in Krakow, Poland surrounded by wit-
nesses to both a beautiful and tragic past. So too we have 
been reminded of King Casimir’s welcome of the Jews, 
the rich achievements of Jewish culture, and its engage-
ment with Polish society over many centuries, including 
the presence of Jews within the Church.  

It is precisely in this ambivalent context of blessing and 
woundedness that we have sought to pursue our reflec-
tions on our place as Jewish believers in Yeshua in the 
living body of the Messiah. As Jews, we remember with 
our people the deep wounds received from the hands of 
Christians, sometimes with the assent of church authorities. 
We also remember that many Christians have been prey 
to persecutions across the ages, most acutely in the last 
century. We remember too that we Jews can be agents of 
violence and cause of suffering. Finally, we remember that 
we are part of the body of the Christ, who is the source and 
agent of all reconciliation. It is the paradox and mystery 
of our faith that healing and forgiveness come forth from 
the wounds of the Messiah on the cross. 

Remembering has led us back to the wound that is the 
separation between the Church and the major part of the 
Jewish people. This has hindered the full realization of 
the body of Christ. As Jewish disciples of Jesus, we are 
profoundly affected by this separation. We are aware that 
our dual identity has sometimes proven a stumbling block 
on the path to reconciliation and unity. The misguided 
zeal of some Jewish followers of Jesus has historically 
even furthered mutual rejection between members of the 
Church and the Jewish people. But we have also witnessed 
great figures among the Jewish followers of Jesus who 
have fought anti-Judaism, anti-Semitism, and their legacy, 
and who have worked tirelessly for reconciliation. They 

Continued on  page 13
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The first International and Interconfessional Congress of 
Jewish Disciples of Jesus met at the King’s University, Dal-
las for four days of discussions. More than forty congrega-
tional leaders and theologians from Messianic, Orthodox, 
Catholic, Protestant, Evangelical and Pentecostal traditions 
resolved to develop a new inter-confessional structure to 
encourage deeper association and unity between Jewish 
disciples of Jesus across the range and diversity of their 
respective confessions.

 Attendees came from Brazil, Canada, England, France, 
Germany, Israel, Italy, Poland, Russia, Scotland and the 
USA. They held plenary sessions and group discussions to 
explore the formation of a new entity that will encourage 
Jewish expression of faith in Jesus as a “corporate expres-
sion of Am Israel within the body of Christ, a prophetic 
voice within that body and within the Jewish people.”

Jewish disciples of Jesus in Anglican, Baptist, Christian 
and Missionary Alliance, Episcopal, Lutheran, Messianic 
Jewish, Pentecostal, Roman Catholic, Russian Orthodox 
and Wesleyan traditions worshipped together using a 
variety of liturgies, including the Mass in Hebrew and 
Messianic Jewish services.

The Congress was convened by the Helsinki Consulta-
tion on Jewish Continuity in the Body of Christ (http://hel-
sinkiconsultation.squarespace.com/), an interconfessional 
group of theologians who are Jewish disciples of Jesus, and 
whose previous statements were a basis for discussion and 
further action. The participants elected a steering commit-

tee to develop the new structure over the next two years. 
The participants issued the following joint statement:

The Dallas Resolution (August 30, 2018)
1. We are Jews who worship the God of Israel, Creator 

of heaven and earth, who has revealed himself in Jesus 
the Messiah through the Holy Spirit. As disciples of Ye-
shua, we belong to a broad range of churches – Orthodox, 
Catholic, Protestant, Evangelical, and Pentecostal – and 
to Messianic Jewish communities. Inheriting almost a 
decade of prayer, study, and collaboration by some of our 
members in the Helsinki Consultation, we are discovering 
mutual respect, understanding, and affection. We yearn to 
grow in our common life, to continue to learn from one 
another, and to support each other’s calling in the Spirit. 
We believe this is a precious gift from God that should be 
extended to all our Jewish brothers and sisters who, like 
us, have come to faith in Yeshua the Messiah. This gift 
has enabled many of us to overcome the solitude we have 
felt in our condition as Jewish disciples of Jesus, and we 
believe our communion with one another can be an instru-
ment of strengthening and faith for all who follow Him. 

2. Without relinquishing our ecclesial communities, we 
are convinced that Jewish disciples of Yeshua are called to 
live as a corporate expression of Am Israel within the body 
of Christ, a prophetic voice within that body and within 
the Jewish people. We believe that the loss of a Jewish 
expression of faith in Messiah is a wound within Am Israel 
and the body of Christ. The healing of this wound calls for 
the coming together of disciples of Jesus from among the 
Jews and the nations. This too can inspire disciples from 
among the nations to increase their efforts to come together 
with one another in unity. This then will contribute to the 
fulfillment of the prayer of Jesus that “all may be one.” 
Working towards this vision will require a visible structure 
that will reflect the breadth of Jewish disciples of Christ. 
That structure will be inter-confessional in nature and will 
incorporate the statements of the Helsinki Consultation as 
the basis of its theological work.

 Practically, this organization may develop or share:
• mutual support and fellowship
• paths towards repentance and mutual forgiveness 
among Jewish disciples  

• resources for deepening the identity of Jewish dis-
ciples of Jesus  

• joint prayer and the sharing of liturgical traditions  
• theological research 

The First International / Interconfessional Congress  
of the Jewish Disciples of Jesus

Dallas Texas  August 27-30, 2018

Ed. The following article was obtained from the website of the 
Helsinki Consultation – http://helsinkiconsultation.squarespace.
com/. It is reprinted with permission.

[Deborah Pardo-Kaplan is a Messianic Jewish journalist who 
covered the Congress for the journal, Christianity Today. Her 
article is available in the online edition of Christianity Today at:  
https://tinyurl.com/y6n4mfjo ]

Fr. Antoine Levy OP, Dr. Mark Kinzer and Dr. David Rudolph
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• interconfessional dialogue and study programs of 
formation  

• witness to Yeshua networks for building relation-
ships among young people and singles 

• support in combatting anti-Semitism
• representation of Jewish disciples of Jesus to the 
wider Church

The members of this transitional Steering Group will be: 
Boris Balter, Mark Kinzer, Fr. Antoine Levy, Lisa Loden, 
Mark Neugebauer, Lee Spitzer, and Igor Swiderski.

Signatories to the 2018 Dallas Resolution:
  Amanda Achtman (Catholic), Ottawa, Canada 
Boris Balter (Orthodox), Moscow, Russia 
Andrew Barron (Messianic), Toronto, Ontario 
Monique Brumbach (Messianic), Los Angeles, USA 
Michael Calise (Messianic/Pentecostal), New York, 
USA 
Mikhail (Misha) Chernyak (Orthodox), Warsaw, 
Poland 
Steve Cohen (Lutheran), Tennessee, USA 
Lawrence Feingold (Catholic), St. Louis, USA 
Matthew Friedman (Messianic/Wesleyan), New 
Brunswick, Canada 
Boris Goldin (Messianic), Florida, USA 
Matheus Guimarães (Messianic), Brazil 
Richard Harvey (Messianic), England 
Debra Herbeck (Catholic), Michigan, USA  

Mark Kinzer (Messianic), Michigan, USA 
Elliot Klayman (Messianic), San Diego, USA 
David Klein (Presbyterian), Washington State, USA 
Sr. Eliana Kurylo (Catholic), Toulouse, France 
Ryan Lambert (Messianic), Georgia, USA 
Rev. Warren Leibovitch (Episcopal), Ontario, Canada 
Fr. Francois Lestang (Catholic), Lyon, France 
Fr. Antoine Levy (Catholic), Helsinki, Finland 
Lisa Loden (Messianic), Netanya, Israel 
Yuriy Mark (Baptist), Germany 
Leonid Mazin (Messianic), Israel 
Fr. Michael Meerson (Orthodox), New York, USA 
David Moss (Catholic), St. Louis, USA 
Mark Neugebauer (Catholic), Toronto, Canada 
Sue Neugebauer (Catholic), Toronto, Canada 
Fr. David Neuhaus (Catholic), Israel 
Rich Nichol (Messianic), Boston, USA 
Svetlana Panich (Orthodox), Moscow, Russia 
Juliet Pressel (Catholic), Michigan, USA 
Ephraim Radner (Episcopal), Toronto, Canada 
Jennifer Rosner (Messianic), California, USA 
David Rudolph (Messianic), Dallas, USA 
Rev. Lee Spitzer (Baptist), New Jersey, USA 
Greg Stone (Pentecostal), Dallas, USA 
Igor Swiderski (Messianic), Germany 
Ari Waldman (Messianic), Dallas, USA 
Marty Waldman (Messianic), Dallas, USA 
Ken Wilsker (Catholic), St. Louis, USA 
Judith Wolfe (Catholic), Scotland

Debra Herbeck Larry Feingold
Mark Neugebauer

David Moss Peter Herbeck

 Judith Wolfe Sue Neugebauer
Fr. Antoine LevyFr. Etiene Vetö

Ken Wilsker Amanda Achman
Sr, Eliana KuryloKathleen Moss Flora Wilsker

Fr. Francoise Lestang
Fr. David Neuhaus

Back Row:

Front Row:

The Catholic Participants at the Dallas Congress, August 2018
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Ed. On the first full day of the Congress, two short presen-
tations were given, as Mark Kinzer wrote: “concerning 
relevant precedents for the subject we are considering.” 
One presentation was on the development of the Hebrew-
Christian Alliance. The other, taken from our booklet, “You 
Shall Be My Witnesses,” and slightly modified was about 
the development of the AHC.

I am David Moss, President of the Association of He-
brew Catholics. I would like to mention some others who 
make the work of the AHC possible. Ken Wilsker, our 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, and he and his wife 
Flora are our havurot coordinators. Larry Feingold, our 
Director of Theology is Associate Professor of Theology 
and Philosophy at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis. 
Mark and Sue Neugebauer who lead the Toronto Havurah. 
Mark was recently ordained a Deacon. And Kathleen 
Moss, my wife, is the AHC Secretary, Editor, and my heart!

Now, I would like to tell you a little about the founder 
of the AHC.

Elias Friedman, OCD
Jacob Friedman was born into a Jewish family, March 

11, 1916, in Capetown, South Africa. After his Bar 
Mitzvah, he assumed an agnostic state as far as religious 
observance was concerned, until he could prove the truths 
of the tradition into which he had been born. He initially 
got interested in Zionism, with the hope that this would 
address the “Jewish problem” which he defined as both 
internal and external. He described the internal problem 
as the threat of assimilation and decline of religious faith, 
and the external problem as anti-semitism.

In 1940, having entered the South African Medical Corps 
as a doctor, he was touched by grace, became acutely aware 
of the darkness he had been living in, and began again to 
pray, read the Old Testament, search for God, and with 
some violence – he began to correct his faults. 

The following question arose in his mind: 
Given the existence of God, whose goodness I had never 

questioned and in whose Providence I had every reason to 
believe, how could the Jewish problem be explained? 

The answer came in a shaft of light: Jesus Christ.
I immediately accepted the response as the best explana-

tion, because it embraced the entire destiny of the Jews, 
without neglecting a single aspect, which was not the case 
with other explanations. The historical reality of the fate of 
Israel appeared to me so strong an argument for the divin-

ity of Jesus Christ that all difficulties, which my agnostic 
past and scientific formation could have raised against the 
possibility of miracles and prophecy, fell away. Therefore, 
Jesus was all he claimed to be: the Messiah, the Son of God.

Once Father understood that Christ had given universal 
proportions to the Mosaic Revelation, he proceeded to be 
instructed in the Catholic faith and was baptized on Aug. 
5, 1943.

He then writes of an experience which directed him 
towards the priesthood.

 Suddenly, I was brought to a standstill by an overwhelming 
impression. It was as if an invisible but clearly comprehended 
being was present before me, who ordered me with supreme 
authority to embrace the priesthood. Words cannot convey 
the force with which the command was issued to me. I heard 
no words spoken but the communication touched the deep-
est region of my soul. I confess that it was a painful, yes, 
unpleasant experience. What was there for me to do? One 
thing only: I had to bend and obey. The presence disappeared, 
as if it had been waiting for my consent.

While in England studying for the priesthood, he came 
across an anthology of excerpts of St. John of the Cross. 
Having had no prior interest in the Carmelites, he read this 
book at one sitting. He writes: 

When I had finished I knew with unalterable certainty 
that God willed me to be a Carmelite, that he was leaving 
only one direction open to me along which I was to journey.

Ordination to the priesthood took place on June 29, 1953, 
and he arrived at Stella Maris Monastery, Mt Carmel, Haifa 
on Sept 7, 1954.

Association of Hebrew Catholics
In 1979, Fr. Elias Friedman wrote to Msgr. William 

Carew, then Apostolic Delegate of Jerusalem, objecting 
to an opinion he had encountered in a Jesuit publication, 
which read as follows:

The conversion of Israel would be the definitive solution 
(to the Jewish problem) on condition that once they have 
become Christians, Jews lose their nationality.

Msgr. Carew responded to Fr. Friedman:
I personally believe that we should enable them (the Jews) 

to accept Christ and His Church without assimilation.
After Msgr. Carew’s response, and building upon his 

own 40 years of study, prayer and discussion, Fr. Fried-
man launched the Association of Hebrew Catholics in 
1979 with the help of Andrew Sholl, a survivor of the Nazi 
concentration camp. 

Overview of the History and Mission of the 
Association of Hebrew Catholics 

Dallas, Texas – Aug. 28, 2018 – David Moss
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In 1982, the South African Bishop’s Conference unani-
mously recommended to the Holy See Father’s idea for a 
Community of Israelites in the Church.

In the mid 1980’s, the AHC came to the United States 
through the efforts of Msgr. Eugene Kevane, Ronda 
Chervin, and others.

Through Msgr. Kevane, I was introduced to Fr. Friedman 
and began communicating with him.

The Miriam Press, publishing arm of the AHC, was also 
established in the mid 1980’s, and in 1987 published its 
first book, Jewish Identity, by Fr. Friedman. This book 
provides the theological and historical basis for our work.

In 1990, I assumed responsibility for The Hebrew Catho-
lic, the AHC quarterly publication, and in 1994 was asked 
by Fr. Friedman to lead the AHC as President.

In 1999, Fr. Friedman passed over to his eternal reward.
In Sept 2001, we relocated to Ypsilanti, Michigan.
In March 2002, we received the approbation and blessing 

of Bishop Carl Mengeling.
In November 2006, with the gracious welcome and 

blessing of Archbishop Raymond L. Burke, we relocated 
to St. Louis MO, establishing our headquarters there. 

In September 2010, we received the approbation and 
blessing of Archbishop Robert Carlson, current Arch-
bishop of the Diocese of St. Louis.

History
Over the last millennia and a half, Jews have continued 

to discover the Messiah and enter His Church. As individu-
als, they have contributed their lives and gifts to Jesus and 
His Church and to the prevailing Gentile cultures. Within 
the Church, however, their Jewish identity was neither 
supported nor preserved in their offspring. Consequently 
the corporate vocation of the People Israel could not be 
exercised, and the collective witness of the Jewish people 
to Christ and His Church no longer existed. The problem 
was such that the very term Christian or Catholic came to 
imply a Gentile believer in Christ, and the term Jew came 
to imply one who did not believe in Christ.

And so it has remained until recent times, until the 
twentieth century.

New Phase of Salvation History
Fr. Freidman believed we had entered a new phase of 

salvation history and provided a reading of the signs of the 
times in his book Jewish Identity. Father defined a sign of 
the time as any historical phenomena, person, or event in 
its relation to the plan of salvation. In our time, amongst 
the various signs, he identified the following:

1. The great apostasy of the Gentile populations 
which made up the Church, including such recent 
horrors as Stalin’s regime, the shoah, abortion, the nor-

malization of homosexuality, the assault on marriage 
and the family, etc.
2. The return of the Jews to their ancient homeland, 
including the establishment of the state of Israel, and 
the reunification of Jerusalem in 1967, thus fulfilling 
the prophecy of St. Luke 21:24:

... and Jerusalem will be trodden down by the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

3. Large numbers of Jews coming to faith in Jesus 
since World War II 
4. The Second Vatican Council, leading to new at-

titudes and teachings regarding the Jews, and initiating a 
new exploration by the Church into the mystery of Israel.

To deal with the great apostasy within the Church and 
the growing secularization of cultures in modernity’s flight 
from God, the Second Vatican Council called the entire 
Church to a new evangelization, including a re-evange-
lization of the nations that once made up Christendom. 

Fr. Friedman believed that Jews who had entered the 
Church had an important role to play in this new evan-
gelization. Father also believed that the preservation of 
their corporate identity and heritage was the key to the 
role assigned to them by God.

Hebrew Catholic Witness
It should be noted that the AHC was launched as a 

work directed in and to the Catholic Church. The AHC 
was not a work of ecumenism. That is how we should 
understand what follows.

It was to take up this challenge that Fr. Friedman 
launched the Association of Hebrew Catholics. Father 
believed that the final aim of the election of the Jewish 
people was to provide a collective Jewish witness to Jesus 
and His Church.

A collective Hebrew Catholic witness:
1. Can help restore the understanding of the Church as 

Jew and Gentile reconciled in Christ;
2. Can help remove the obstacle of assimilation so that 

Jewish people can more easily consider the Gospel 
as they come to see their identity and heritage being 
preserved within the Church;

3. Can help restore to the Jewish people the essence of 
Torah sacrifice and worship, specified for the Tab-
ernacle, through its fulfillment in the Mass, which 
is the New Testament sacrifice and worship; 

4. Can help bring the Jewish people into the New 
Covenant intimacy of God’s presence, through our 
Lord’s Real Presence in the Eucharist;

5. Can help all Jews and all non-Catholic disciples of 
Jesus discover the fullness of faith in the Catholic 
Church;
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6. Can help Muslims discover that Jesus was not only 
a prophet, but that Jesus truly died on the cross, rose 
from the dead to give us eternal life, and that He is 
the second person of the One God;

7. Can help those of other faiths, or of no faith, discover 
the truth in the Person of Jesus as they come to see 
the Jewish people thriving in the Church;

8. Can help all Catholics grow in their faith as they 
learn and experience their Jewish roots. 

Aims of the AHC
The aims, therefore, of the Association of Hebrew 

Catholics include the following: 
1. To connect with the Jews who have entered the 

Church and to help rekindle their irrevocable call-
ing, providing a collective witness to Jesus and His 
Church;

2. To help preserve the identity and heritage of the 
Jewish people within the Church;

3. To provide pastoral support for those Jews who have 
entered the Church;

4. To provide support for Jews and others who are 
searching and inquiring about Jesus and the Church;

5. To be an integral part of the new evangelization, 
contributing a vibrant and rich Jewish perspective;

6. To be an eschatological sign of the ingrafting, which 
may have already begun;

7. To help all Catholics understand the Jewish roots 
of their faith; 

8. To be a witness to the Jewish people that the cross 
is not a sign of persecution, but rather of sacrificial 
love, that Jesus is the glory of His People Israel;

9. To be a witness to 4 millennia of God’s merciful 
providence and fidelity, first to the People of Israel, 
next to the peoples of the world, and finally, to this 
world of the 21st century that is in a flight from God.

Where Are We Today?
When Fr. Friedman asked me to lead the AHC, he im-

pressed upon me the need to establish an Israelite com-
munity within the Church. But how? There are Church 
procedures for establishing new communities. But, as 
many members of the hierarchy have told me, we have 
to have a sufficient number of people, and the structure 
and practices of this community must be specified and 
evaluated.

The first issue is the people. There are thousands of Jews 
in the Church, scattered throughout the world in over 2 
dozen Rites. Many have been formed in an older theology 
which incorporates assimilation, many come from secular 
backgrounds with no sense of their God-given identity, and 

many are invested in ministry, religious orders, family life, 
and other vocations. 

As the atmosphere in the Church becomes more welcom-
ing and supportive, Jews who are entering today, especially 
those from Observant backgrounds, are more likely inter-
ested in continuing to observe many of their traditions.

The brings us to the second issue, the practices of the 
community. Judaism has a rich treasure of prayers, ob-
servances, and mitzvot which form the basis of our new 
developing traditions. These traditions take place in the 
“light of Christ”, meaning they are being adapted to reflect 
the realities of the New Covenant and the Church. We have 
been slowly developing simple new observances that oth-
ers may experiment with. In time, we hope to provide a 
set of renewed practices, which can be prayed, celebrated, 
and lived out in the light of Christ, in our application for 
community status. 

As we work and pray for the day when we are able to 
form an approved community within the Church, our web-
site, discussion groups, publications, and havurot form a 
type of virtual community. And AHC headquarters serves 
as a type of lighthouse, with the light of Christ helping 
Jewish people and others to navigate to and in the Church.

As a final note, let me say that I am already renewed and 
encouraged by the familial connections that I experienced 
last night. Thank you Mark, Fr. Levy, and all who made 
this Congress possible.

May all of our efforts and prayers hasten the day when 
all Israel shall proclaim:

Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord!

understood how healing the wounds of memory demands 
that the Church affirm the ongoing election of the Jewish 
people and the richness of its tradition. They believed also 
that the Church should welcome the expression of Jewish 
identity within her life. 

Inspired by these great witnesses, we are convinced that 
a corporate Jewish expression is essential to the integrity 
of the entire body of the Messiah. The acceptance of this 
Jewish presence in its midst is itself an aspect of needed 
repentance from anti-Judaism and anti-Semitism, and a 
decision to break with its destructive legacy. This accep-
tance will also contribute to disclosing the authentic nature 
of the body of Christ, which is rooted in Israel’s election 
and the Jewishness of its Messiah. We Jewish followers of 
Yeshua seek to be instruments of Christ’s power for this 
healing of the wounds of memory and for reconciliation 
within his divided body. 

https://tinyurl.com/y5bamzno

Collected Statements ... Continued from page 8
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Ed. Faydra Shapiro, 
an Orthodox Jew 
who attended the 
Dallas Congress, 
submitted the fol-
lowing article to 
the Jerusalem Post. 
The article was pub-
lished in their online 
edition on Septem-
ber 16, 2019 at: 
jpost.com/Opinion/
Jewish-communi-

ties-in-unexpected-forms-567338. It is reprinted here with 
permission. All rights reserved.

Jews might not like the idea of Jewish Christians. But 
at a time when the mainstream Jewish community finds 
it so challenging to get Jews to live active Jewish lives, 
this gathering was an inspiration.

Recently, I received a strange invitation to be an outside 
observer at a conference of Jews in Dallas, Texas, who 
gathered to talk about Jewish issues. That admittedly does 
not, in and of itself, sound all that strange. These, however, 
were not exactly run-of-the-mill Jews. They were Jewish 
Christians.

Because of my work in Jewish-Christian relations, my 
research on Messianic Jews, my book project on Jewish-
Catholics, and thanks to my long-time academic friend-
ships with some of the leaders of this meeting, I was invited 
as a trusted outsider.

I grew up in a committed Conservative Jewish family in 
Toronto. I remember receiving those Jews-for-Jesus tracts 
as a teenager and being at first amused, then shocked, and 
finally furious. My own life path brought me to increased 
Jewish observance, aliyah and a vibrant committed life of 
Torah and mitzvot. I am, as I’ve said elsewhere, a Jewish 
Jew for Judaism. But a doctorate in religious studies, a 
passionate ongoing interest, day-to-day work in Jewish-
Christian relations and a general sense of adventure have 
taken me to some fascinating and perhaps unorthodox 
places on the Jewish-Christian border that I’ve been in-
vestigating and writing about in one way or another for 
over a decade.

Thus I found myself sitting in on the deliberations of 
about 50 men and women with only two things in common: 
They were all Jews, and all were ardent, serious, passionate 
Christians from across the denominational spectrum. They 
included Messianic Jews, Anglican Jews, Catholic Jews, 

Presbyterian Jews, Eastern Orthodox Jews – but all Jews. 
These were Christians who would under normal circum-
stances find it extremely challenging if not impossible to 
pray, speak, study and consult together. There were kippot 
and bare heads. There was a nun in habit and priests in 
collar. Vegetarian food was served so no one would have 
to eat non-kosher meat. There was plenty of Yiddish and 
Hebrew. They came from Canada, from Russia, from 
Israel, from France and from America. 

They celebrated a Catholic Mass in Hebrew each morn-
ing and had Messianic Jewish Mincha-Maariv prayers in 
the early evening. Unsurprisingly, most Jews are pretty 
uncomfortable with the idea of Jews who believe in Jesus. 
Yet I found myself wondering if there was anything in this 
gathering for us in the mainstream Jewish community, 
beyond the obvious and understandable responses of loss, 
harm, threat and anxiety. Was there anything here for us 
to learn?

They came together as Jewish Christians from across the 
globe to ask one core question, shockingly unexceptional 
from this rather exceptional group – a question that was 
completely ordinary and non-distinct, notwithstanding the 
assuredly unordinary nature of the gathering. They gath-
ered to ask precisely the same question that tops the agenda 
of every Diaspora Jewish communal organization today. 
They came together as Jewish priests, Jewish pastors, 
Jewish theologians and Jewish ministers to ask the same 
seemingly banal question: How to ensure Jewish survival?

Three days of conversation centered on how to make sure 
that despite their active and committed Christian lives, their 
Jewishness – their own and that of others – does not disap-
pear; how to make sure they have Jewish grandchildren; 
how to be more actively Jewish; how to keep Jews – even 
Jewish-Christians – Jewish.

Undoubtedly these are pretty out-of-the-ordinary 
Jews. But they are most certainly Jews: Jews whose lives 
would in fact be much easier if they were to assimilate; 
Jews who have suffered for their Judaism. Some were 
Christians whose Jewishness is still not public knowledge, 
who hide their Jewishness and yet are desperately eager to 
live more authentic Jewish lives. There were Jews whose 
active Jewish identities are perceived as threatening to 
their churches. Many there were Jews who faced rejection 
from their Jewish families and were not welcomed by the 
mainstream Jewish community. Yet they came together 
absolutely committed to their Jewishness in order to be 
together with other Jews, and to invest in and commit to 
Jewish survival in their own corner of the Jewish people.

Jewish Communities in Unexpected Forms
Faydra Shapiro

Continued on page16
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What an honor to be at the First Congress of Jewish 
Believers in Yeshua and to meet many from other tradi-
tions, all who love Yeshua. It was amazing to witness how 
God is working among His people, and what a joy to share 
this in common. This was an historic gathering of Jews 
inside the Body of Messiah from Catholic to Orthodox, 
to Protestant, to Messianic Jewish. We had attendees from 
Israel, Europe, South America, and North America. 

Many of the attendees were theologians, pastors, rabbis, 
priests, a permanent deacon, and missionaries with a few 
like me who were involved in some kind of apostolate or 
ministry. 

From the very beginning, there 
was a superabundance of God’s 
grace and unity even with all of 
our theological differences. Our 
common denominators were that 
we were all of Jewish descent, and 
all of us love our Jewish Messiah, 
Yeshua. 

From the moment we arrived, 
we knew we were with mishpo-
cha. We had an informal time of 
lunch together where we shared 
our stories and experiences. We 
had lunch with the Director of 
Jews for Jesus in Toronto, and 
he knows many of the folks we 
used to be with when we lived 
in NY and were in the Messianic 
movement. We also dined with 
Dr. Mark Kinzer, and we enjoyed learning more about his 
experience coming into the Body of Messiah in the midst 
of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in Michigan. Even 
though he is a Messianic Rabbi, he is very familiar with all 
things Catholic and worked closely with Fr. Antoine Levy 
to organize the Helsinki Consultation, and now the First 
Congress. That evening, we laid the groundwork for a very 
busy and productive Congress to decide on how we would 
be able to work together at this Congress and beyond.

The next day was spent getting to know one another both 
in a general session and in smaller groups. Many people 
expressed how lonely it is to be a Jewish believer in Mes-
siah in their worlds. We are a very small minority inside 
the Body of Messiah, and our experience is that we face 
opposition to express our love for Israel and our Jewish 
identity inside the Church. We also face rejection from 

the Jewish community that does not yet believe in Yeshua. 
We all felt the tremendous love and respect for each other. 

For Flora and me, it has been quite a long time since we 
were in a place with so many Jewish believers in Messiah. 
It was a real joy for us and very inspiring and energizing. 
We had the great privilege of meeting some of the Mes-
sianic leaders whom we knew when we lived inside that 
community and even had a chance to connect with our 
former Messianic leader who was present.

We also exchanged some ideas on how to gather and 
encourage the formation of havurot, using technology 
that we were unaware of. We built a good relationship 

with Rabbi Rich Nichol from 
Boston who gave us some really 
good ideas on how we can connect 
with Hebrew Catholics around the 
world using some new technology. 
We are exploring the options of 
using a new app that will allow 
us to do meetings on video con-
ferencing. We are excited about 
sharing more about this once we 
have a chance to explore it and see 
how we can incorporate this into 
what we are already doing at the 
AHC. We are convinced that there 
could be more havurot and study 
groups formed. Valuable connec-
tions can be cultivated online as 
we continue to gather the Hebrew 
Catholics from all over the world. 

On Wednesday, the meetings were all day and into the 
evenings and were intense. We worked on a statement 
that will give us a way to continue to collaborate with 
each other to help us gather our people who already are 
believers in Messiah to work and encourage each other. 
Our hope and prayer is to be a witness to the larger Body 
of Messiah that unity is possible. As in the first century 
when the Jewish disciples of Yeshua took the Good News 
around the world to the Nations, so it can be at this time 
in history once again. We hope also to be a “lighthouse” 
to the larger Jewish community. We can be that beacon 
of light for those earnestly seeking the Messiah because 
we remain a part of the people of Israel, and we have not 
forsaken our God-given Jewish identity. 

On our final day, we spent every last minute forging the 
document that will be published, and we elected a steering 
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committee that will continue to meet as we consider the 
options of how to form a structure or entity that can carry 
this work forward. We hope to be able to meet again in a 
couple of years. We will share the statement when that gets 
published. For now, we ask for your prayers that the bond 
of unity and God’s grace will be manifest in this work.

On a personal level, it was a real privilege and joy to 
meet several priests, one permanent deacon, and a re-
ligious sister, along with many other Hebrew Christian 
leaders. We met Hebrew Catholics involved in ministry 
and theologians in institutions scattered around the world. 
We celebrated Holy Mass each morning all in HEBREW. 
We were joined by several other Jewish Christian leaders 
who loved this experience. We also spent time in evening 
prayer with our Messianic brethren chanting the ancient 
liturgy that has been adapted to include faith in Yeshua. 
This personally brought back so many wonderful memo-
ries of my youth in synagogue and also in the Messianic 
synagogue. We were able to sing Hine MaTov together, 
and it was a true miracle.

This experience was a highlight of my life as a Catholic 
and as a believer in Yeshua. We will keep you all posted on 
our progress, and hopefully you will get to meet some of 
our new friends on our Facebook page and other published 
items that come from this first Congress. 

We all agreed to continue to work and pray to see what 
God is calling us to become and do together, as we coop-
erate with God to bring about the renewal of the Jewish 
people and the Believers of the Nations in ONE Body.

Reflections: A Call to Prayer
Mrs. Flora Salvatore Wilsker, O.P.

I had the incredible pleasure of observing the First Inter-
national Congress of Jewish Believers in Messiah recently 
in Dallas, Texas. Many of you may have already seen Ken’s 
synopsis and impressions from this event, which I will 
not repeat. I wholeheartedly agree that it was a beautiful 
move toward the unity so desired by our Messiah Yeshua.

As a Hebrew Catholic and a woman, I see another side 
that I believe needs our purposeful and intentional prayer. 
While Yeshua desires unity among us, so also does His 
Mother Miriam.

Mothers are the ones who gather families together and 
lovingly find a way to bridge the hurts, bumps, and bruises 
we have incurred along the way. Mothers long for their 
families to get along with one another and to forgive read-
ily in spite of those hurts. The Catholic in me understands 
and acknowledges this fact, and I pray that our brothers 
and sisters will eventually recognize the importance of the 
role our Jewish Mother has in this unification.

I also believe that this historical event, along with the 
unprecedented events unfolding in the Church, is no co-
incidence. The enemy does not want unity, and especially 

the unity of the Jewish Believers in Messiah. The confusion 
and sin that abound is also where His great Grace abounds 
even more. Our Holy Mother Miriam is getting ready to 
clean house and prepare for the great ingathering of His 
people. I pray you will join me in this effort to pray on 
behalf of these intentions.

Baruch haba B’Shem Adonai!  
(Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!)

 In some ways, one test of their commitment lay in how 
I was understood, how I was treated by this group as an 
outsider. There’s no question I was a bit of a curiosity, this 
clearly Orthodox Jewish woman in a head covering and 
long skirt. Sure, someone was concerned that I might be 
a spy from an anti- missionary organization. (I’m not.) 

Many people wanted to know what I was doing there. 
When a group of us went out to dinner before the confer-
ence officially began, I was a little embarrassed to be 
the Jew who insisted on “a salad please, just cold fresh 
vegetables, no croutons, no dressing, yes really JUST 
vegetables.”

So, “Yes, I keep kosher,” I explained, a little awkwardly 
in this context. “Good!” boomed a Jewish priest next to 
me. “May you always do so!” No one evangelized me. 
No one offended me or tried to change me. But they did 
make sure that I ate kosher and they brought in special food 
just for me without my asking. They made sure that I felt 
welcome. My Jewishness, no matter how distinctive from 
theirs, was respected, accepted and encouraged.

Jews might not like the idea of Jewish Christians. We 
might find them threatening, impossible or disingenuous. 
Fair enough. But at a time when the mainstream Jewish 
community finds it so challenging to get Jews to live 
active and committed Jewish lives, this gathering was 
an unexpected inspiration. We should take note of these 
people with no need to stay Jewish, who gain no friends, 
who have no advantage by insisting on their Jewishness, 
for whom it would have been so much easier to ignore, 
forget, hide and walk away from their identities. Despite 
all that, something in them insists on who they are. They 
are Jews. And we need them, as we need every Jewish soul.

And so – perhaps strangely – it was there, in an overly 
air-conditioned room in Dallas in August, surrounded by 
practicing Christians, people who used big Christian words 
like “transubstantiation” and “supersessionism” that this 
Orthodox Jew understood as never before that truly and 
mysteriously, Am Yisrael chai – the people of Israel live.

[The writer is the director for the Israel Center for 
Jewish-Christian Relations and senior fellow at the Philos 
Project. She also holds a research fellowship at the Center 
for the Study of Religions at Tel Hai College in Israel and 
can be contacted at faydra@philosproject.org] 
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