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“And so all Israel shall be saved” (Romans 11:26)
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“Consider the primary aim of the group to be, 
not the conversion of the Jews, 

but the creation of a new Hebrew Catholic community life and spirit,
an alternative society to the old.”

 A counsel from Elias Friedman, O.C.D.

“The mission of your association responds, in a most fitting way, 
to the desire of the Church to respect fully 

the distinct vocation and heritage of Israelites in the Catholic Church.”
Most Rev. Raymond L. Burke, Archbishop of St. Louis, May 2006

“Please be assured of my prayers for your efforts devoted to studying and calling 
attention to the Jewish roots of our Catholic faith and for your work to help  

Catholics of Jewish origin to find their place and role in the Church.”
Archbishop Robert Carlson, Archbishop of St. Louis, Sept. 2010

The Association of Hebrew Catholics is under the patronage of
Our Lady of the Miracle

(who in the Church of St. Andrea della Fratte in Rome,  
on 20 January 1842, converted Alphonse Ratisbonne)

and 
Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein)

Miriam, Our Lady of the Miracle, pray for us!
Saint Edith Stein, pray for us!

What They Have Said
“In this alone there is a greatness that staggers 

our imagination and reason. 
All other earthly greatness is passing. 

The great empires of antiquity have sunk into oblivion; 
their monuments – attempts to defy time – 

are merely tombstones of bygone civilizations. 
The great powers of today will decline in their turn, 

but Jesus Christ will live eternally and will be eternally Jewish by race, 
thereby conferring a unique, eternal privilege on Israel.”

A quote of Jean Danielou, in an article entitled: 
The Annunciation of the Son Who Has Come, by Regis Martin,

March 25, 2017, The Catholic Thing, https://tinyurl.com/yadnmccb

vuvh oaç tçv LËrç
(Baruch haba b’Shem Adonai)

Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord

The Association of Hebrew Catholics aims at ending the alienation of 
Catholics of Jewish origin and background from their historical heritage. 
By gathering the People Israel within the Church, the AHC hopes to help 
enable them to serve the Church and all peoples within the mystery of their 
irrevocable gifts and calling. (cf. Rom. 11:29)

The kerygma of the AHC announces that the divine plan of salvation has 
entered the phase of the Apostasy of the Gentiles, prophesied by Our Lord and 
St. Paul, and of which the Return of the Jews to the Holy Land is a corollary.
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News and Notes 

About this issue
With this issue, we include three items regarding the 

liturgical calendar: The Liturgical Veneration of Hebrew 
Saints by Fr. Smolenski; proposal for An AHC Calendar 
by Fr. Friedman; and the availability of the AHC Liturgical 
Calendar for 2017-2018.

In the President’s Memo, we will continue discussing 
our journey regarding the path ahead for the AHC.

AHC Liturgical Calendar for 2017-2018

This calendar is produced by Elizabeth Young of Etz-
Hayim (Tree of Life) Publishing. It contains all the com-
memorations proposed by Fr. Friedman, found on page 11 
of this issue. You may purchase a single copy at our cost 
of $5.00 plus postage: $2.50 for U.S. addresses, $4.00 
for Canadian addresses, $6.00 for all other countries. 
For multiple copies, contact us for shipping costs. You 
may also purchase single copies through our webstore at: 
http://tinyurl.com/y82s4wxt

You may also view and/or print the calendar from our 
website at: http://tinyurl.com/yc6v56pz

Our Cover: The Bride, by Channah Bardan
We serialized the first five chapters of Channah Bar-

dan’s book, The Bride, in previous issues of The Hebrew 
Catholic. It has now been published and is available in 
our webstore for $7.95 plus postage.

“In The Bride, Channah Bardan fills in the lacuna left by 
Fr. Friedman. She has given us a wonderful example of how 
Jewish traditions might be lived out in the Church, by those 
so inclined ... lived in the light of Christ ...” [From the cover]

Fr. Antoine Levy, OP visits the AHC
After a week visiting 

Mark Kinzer, Joe Na-
poli, and the Messianic 
Jewish Catholic Dia-
logue group in Boston, 
Fr. Levy visited with 
us at the AHC Center 
in St. Louis, from Au-
gust 6 to 8.

Larry and Marsha 
Feingold, and then 
Ken and Flora Wilsker 
shared an evening with 
us discussing the work 
of the Helsinki Con-
sultation and the AHC.

See our interview 
with Fr. Levy on page 

12 followed by a list of his presentations at the annual 
Helsinki Consultation. 

St. Edith Stein Havurah
The St. Edith Stein Havurah has embarked on an ex-

periment: to study the Torah in accord with the cycle 
of readings of the Jewish liturgical year. This cycle 
divides the five books of the Torah into weekly por-
tions, thus enabling the entire Torah to be read in a year. 
Because each portion is too much to take in during our 
weekly meeting, we use the study guides produced by 
Teresa Pirola from her “Light of Torah” website at:  
http://www.lightoftorah.net. These guides focus on a few 
verses, giving us a taste of Jewish interpretive traditions 
and what we can do at our own pace at home.

Teresa, a Catholic teacher, spent time at the Bat Kol Insti-
tute in Jerusalem, studying Jewish approaches to Scripture.  

December Colloquium in New York
Dr. Larry Feingold was invited to attend the Dulles Col-

loquium in New York City on December 11. The title of 
the colloquium was: The Place of Jews Within the Sacred 
Economy of the Church. The colloquium, with more than 
a dozen scholars participating, was held on behalf of First 
Things magazine and McGill University’s Kennedy Smith 
Chair in Catholic Studies.

To date, most of the discussion by Catholics regarding 
the Jewish people has involved and concerned the Jews 
outside the Church. 

The AHC was launched by Elias Friedman, OCD to ad-
dress the issues of Jews within the Church. As far as we 
know, this is the first open discussion by scholars regard-
ing the role and significance of Jews within the life of the 
Church. We are grateful for this event and ask you to pray 
with us for much good fruit to follow. 

Kathleen, David, Fr. Levy

Ken, Flora, Fr. Levy
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Br. Francis Joseph, FM, R.I.P.
1930-2017. Beloved founder and Prior of Brothers of 

Mercy of St. John of God in the Philippines. Born into a 
Jewish family, at age 16 he entered St. John of God com-
munity, dedicated his life to helping the poor, sick, and 

the mentally ill, offering up 
their apostolate in daily prayer 
and reparation for the “loving 
acceptance of the Gospel by the 
Jews and all non-Christians...”

He considered his mission to 
be an “apostle to our people...
which means to the Jewish 
people.”

Our thanks to the new Prior, 
Br. Raymond M. Marquez, 
fm, for notifying us and for his 
added brief glimpse into the 

life and apostolate of our friend, Br. Francis Joseph, fm.

Sr. Miriam Rose, OCD, R.I.P.
Sr. Miriam Rose, a Hebrew Catholic, was born in Cairo 

in 1929, the only child of Jewish Orthodox parents. In 
1951, she moved with her mother to Perth, Australia. She 
was baptized in 1952 and entered Carmel in 1954.

Sr. Miriam’s story appeared in The Hebrew Catholic in 
issue #72. You can find her story on our website at:

http://www.hebrewcatholic.net/sr-miriam-rose-of-jesus-ocd/

Thanks to Br. Gilbert for notifying us about Sr. Miriam.

Francis Burke Mees, R.I.P.
Francis Burke Mees was born in 1935 and died in 2017. 
He is survived by his wife Phyllis, whom he married 

in 1964, and their only son, M. 
Burke Mees.

Retired after 40 years as an 
engineer for Sverdrup Corpora-
tion, Burke spent his time vol-
unteering at WRYT Catholic 
Radio and created hand crafted 
silver jewelry. Burke and Phyl-
lis were faithful supporters of 
the work of the AHC.

Eternal rest grant unto Br. Fran-
cis Joseph, Sr. Miriam Rose, and 

Burke Mees, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace. 

Prayers requested for Kathleen Moss
After a variety of scans and analyses, Kathleen under-

went surgery on Dec. 4, as the upper lobe of her lung 
contained a small cancer and was removed. She returned 

home on Dec. 7 and is now recovering, slowly getting 
around and taking up a variety of tasks, like editing this 
issue. Please remember us in your prayers.

Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope
In their latest newsletter, Pre-Advent 2017, Mother 

Miriam writes:
“We have missed writing to you and, after numerous 

complaints have begun posting somewhat regular updates 
on our website. Alas, we are still in Tulsa and continuing to 
seek a new home. Although we have not been able to move 
forward with our apostolate to the family in Tulsa, we are at 
peace in Our Lord’s blessed will and growing in grace and 
in the sweet assurance of His perfect ways and providence.”

In anticipation of their eventual move to a new Diocese, 
they are selling a number of books, CDs, and DVDs at 
discounts of 50-70%. If you go their website at:

https://motherofisraelshope.org
and scroll down to their Pre-Advent 2017 newsletter, you 
will find the flyer and order form for these items. 

Fr. Andrew Apostoli, CFFR, R.I.P.
Franciscan Father Andrew Apostoli, co-founder of 

the Community of the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal 
and host of EWTN’s Saturday 
Night Prime, died Wednesday, 
Dec. 13, at the age of 75, after a 
battle with cancer over the last 
several months. 

Fr. Apostoli has been a bless-
ing to many people, including 

me (David Moss) back in 1978. After an unprofitable 
experience with three priests and feeling totally frustrated 
in my journey towards the Catholic Church, I attended a 
lecture by Fr. Apostoli. He gave a talk about Padre Pio at 
a Church in Poughkeepsie NY. I was very much impressed 
with Padre Pio and with Fr. Apostoli. I approached him 
after his presentation and asked about the studies I would 
need to enter the Church. After a warm conversation, he 
directed me to the Capuchin Monastery in Beacon NY. 

Because he was the rector there, he turned me over to 
another priest, Fr. Peter Napoli, who had grown up with 
the Jewish community in Brooklyn, New York. Thanks to 
Fr. Apostoli,  Fr. Peter gave me instructions, dealt with all 
my concerns, and I entered the Church at the Monastery 
in 1979.

There is a write-up about Fr. Apostoli on the National 
Catholic Register at: https://tinyurl.com/y9he8ug9

Eternal rest grant unto Fr. Andrew Apostoli, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon him.  
May the souls of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
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Letters / Emails
This is your column, your means to express your thoughts and 
to communicate with our readers. We invite your comments and 
views. We will attempt to publish all letters as received. However, 
we reserve the right to edit letters because of excessive length, 
personal comments, or inappropriate matter.
We honor all requests to not publish the letter writer’s name. 
We will also withhold the writer’s name if we feel the contents 
warrant it.

Praying for the Lord’s leading
I am sorry to hear of your knee and other health issues 

that have slowed you down for a time. I pray you are gain-
ing your strength back and will soon be back to “normal.”

I was very interested in the info in the last newsletter. 
I will pray the Lord is leading you to do his Will for this 
movement. I have read many of the things you cited and 
can understand why you are praying for direction.

“God knows the end from the beginning,” so we trust 
in His word.

Much love in JMJ,
Ruth Ryland, United States

Please pray for me. I am 95 years old! I’ve asked Fr. Ray 
to pray for you. He’s closer to the throne!

Expressions of appreciation
May God bless you, my brothers of the true vine. Thank 

you for the work you do, and know that you are always 
in our prayers.

Leonard and Lenore Nagy, United States

Love & respect Jewish faith & support Israel 100%! I’m 
old, retired with limited finances. Please keep me informed 
on all you do. I can’t promise much in financial support 
but DO promise constant prayers for success and growth 
of your important work.

Name withheld, United States

Am praying for the inspiration of the Holy Spirit con-
cerning your health and clarity of direction for AHC. Love 
your magazine and am inspired by it. Quality production. 
Grace-filled comments and articles.

Thank you for all that you do! God bless.
Brian Richie, United States

Best wishes as you carry out your important mission. 
With prayers,

Philip Thomas Crotty, United States

Praised be Jesus and Mary! Thank you very much for 
the issues of The Hebrew Catholic ... We are enclosing a 
small check….Thank you for the beauty of the truth that 

the magazine never fails to present.
At present the tentacles of the terrorism that is envelop-

ing the world have touched ... our country. Some world 
powers who want to help us include plans that our bishops 
— at least those of the areas involved — cannot accept. 
People are turning to prayer, but more of us have to be more 
deeply involved. Do pray for us that we may do God’s Will.

Sincerely yours in Jesus and Mary,
Discalced Carmelite Nuns, location withheld

Google search of “gratuitous election” and ...
Providentially, I searched “election is gratuitous” in 

Google, and the 6 results included Talk #9 from your fall 
2011 series, “Man Elevated to Share in the Divine Life,” 
which I am reading. Until now, I knew nothing of the As-
sociation of Hebrew Catholics. I am a cradle Catholic and 
am so happy to have discovered you and your publications. 
I expect to become a subscriber. Thank you!

William James, United States

Traditional Catholic extends his prayers
I am a Traditional (extraordinary) Roman Catholic, and 

in the course of a conversation I heard about the Hebrew 
Catholics. I did a search and found your website. As a fel-
low Catholic, I think it is beautiful to see all the different 
rites and cultures that our faith is truly about. I wanted to 
extend my prayers and support in faith! God Bless!

J.N.   United States

Struggling to understand himself
Please send a sample issue of publication to my address! 

Baruch Haba B’Shem Adonai! I am a Jewish Catholic and 
have been struggling to find and understand myself and 
have been going through a lot. When I read about this 
organization, my heart really strengthened. Thank you so 
much and God Bless you!

J.A.   United States

Supports a Hebrew Catholic Rite
I personally support a Hebrew Catholic Rite within the 

Church. The 1st century Christians, apostles, and first fol-
lowers of Jesus were Jews, as I understood.  Please inform 
us again why this Church disappeared from the history of 
our Church, and what steps are taken or are being taken 
to correct this.

Thank you and God bless you,
Fr. William F. Salmon, M.Div, United States

Ed. Very briefly, after the first century, the growing polemics 
between the Church Fathers and the Synagogue would eventu-
ally develop into a supersessionist position where it became 
unacceptable to practice any of the “Old Covenant” traditions. 
Additionally, there was the developing belief that the Church had 
replaced the People Israel. The growing success of evangeliz-
ing the nations brought about a proportionate reduction in the 
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numbers and influence of Hebrew Catholics. These two realities 
continued to develop and were strengthened by various Church 
decisions, such as those at the Council of Nicea and at Florence.
Today, the only official effort of the Church regarding the Jewish 
people that we are aware of is the Catholic-Jewish dialogue and 
the dialogue taking place with the Messianic Jewish community. 
These dialogues, all developing since Vatican II, are mainly 
geared to healing the wounds of the past, mutual learning, and 
theological clarifications, and they are mostly concerned with 
the Jewish people outside the Church.
Fr. Friedman believed that it would take the Hebrew Catholics 
within the Church today to connect with each other and develop 
their traditions and spirituality “in the light of Christ.” Then, a 
juridically-approved community could be formed. In due time, 
the development of a Rite could follow, if that was God’s will. 
The work of the AHC is currently focused on education, con-
necting with Hebrew Catholics and other Catholics who support 
our mission, and developing our traditions. It is a slow process, 
but progress is being made.

Grateful for membership
I am so grateful to be renewing my membership again. I 

look forward to receiving The Hebrew Catholic newsletter. 
I want everyone to know that we are living in a time of 
great change and tribulation. But let us have confidence 
in God, in Mother Mary, Our Lady of the Miracle. She is 
our Shining Star who will lead us to the shores of safety. 
Let’s pray many rosaries. The era of peace is coming soon, 
and the New Jerusalem. Shalom & love to everyone. I 
continue to pray for Israel and all my brothers and sisters 
all over the world.

Patricia Hernandez, United States

I am the only Jew there who is also a Christian
What richness it is to keep Yom Kippur and know that 

the true reason for atonement is our Savior Jesus Christ. 
The cross is like a stake that pierces the timeline and the 
atoning blood flows both directions. Forgiveness is pos-
sible because of His sacrifice for our sins. The invincible 
ignorance of my fellow Jews gives them but a shadow of 
the High Holy Day, the Sabbath of Sabbaths. I wonder 
what Jesus thought, attending the Temple on Yom Kip-
pur, knowing that he would become the sacrifice that 
authenticated it all.

It is interesting that at the Reform Synagogue where I 
sometimes attend there are so many Christians. This is 
in large part due to the preponderance of intermarried 
couples. But that aside, there are simply the Christians 
seeking to explore the Jewish roots of their Christian 
faith. Half the choir is Christian, including the minister 
of music. I am, however, the only Jew there who is also a 
Christian. It puts me in a unique position. In general we 
are respectful, not bringing up Christ in the synagogue.  
However, outside the shul the subject sometimes comes 
up friend to friend.

Chana, Email discussion group

DNA surprises
(Ed. The following posts are taken from a conversation in our 
email discussion group.)

When I first joined this group (as a listener) I told David 
that somehow I just felt compelled to tune in and find out 
more about Jewish culture and this movement within the 
Church.

I’ve enjoyed the many posts and information I got out 
of it, but recently discovered through a DNA search that 
it indicates I am also Jewish as well as Italian ...

So now I feel more relevant to this blog and the idea 
that perhaps the Holy Spirit is drawing me into a more 
spiritual understanding and completeness of myself - at 
such an older age.

I find it more compelling to seek out any local Hebrew 
Catholic groups that may be in my area of the Joliet, IL 
Diocese. I guess I will have to make a few phone calls next 
week to see what is available. I wish I lived closer to the 
group in St. Louis ... 

Until I get more used to this chapter in my life, I guess 
all I can say to everyone in this family chat is:

Shalom! for now, Frank.

That DNA is something else, eh??  I have been a member 
of this group for many years, because I am a cradle Catho-
lic married to a Jew. With many prayers and openness to 
the Holy Spirit, and the fact that he was adopted, he too 
decided to take a DNA test.  We learned that he is in fact 
NOT Jewish at all, and to make a very long story short, 
he came into the Church on the Feast of St. Edith Stein!!!

 It’s been an amazing journey, and he now believes that 
he is called in some way to being other Catholics closer 
to the Jewish roots of our Faith.

 Thank you all for the prayers and support over the years.  
He finally crossed the Tiber!!!

Lisa

Shalom Frank! I have followed the same path and dis-
covered why I had this love and yearning to learn about 
Jewish things! I’m also Italian! My mom’s family is from 
Sicily and my dad’s from a small town near Rome. Glad 
to hear your story, Frank! 

Flora

Frank, WELCOME!!!!!  We are so glad to have you in 
the family.

As you know, some of us don’t observe, some observe a 
little, and some of us observe a lot (and none of it is out of 
obligation, it is all out of love for God), so whatever you 
feel comfortable with.  If you have questions with anything 
or need help, all you have to do is ask.

Chana
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President’s Memo
Shalom Chaverim,
We hope this issue finds you well and secure within 

His grace. 
We are grateful to at last have gotten this issue into the 

mail and we appreciate your patience. To briefly explain: 
we ran late with the last issue, #101, due to my knee prob-
lems. At the same time, my sister Susan struggled with 
cancer and passed over in March. I was the representative 
of her estate and spent considerable time finalizing her af-
fairs. Finally, we have spent the last few months dealing 
with Kathleen’s medical issues.

We are most grateful to all who have been praying for 
us and for the many Masses offered for Susan. Thank you. 
We remember you all in our prayers. 

In Review
In the last issue, #101, I described the beginning of our 

discernment regarding the path forward for the AHC. I 
reviewed some of the challenges we have faced over the 
years and how our work has developed. I also stated that  
in this issue, I would review some of the options that have 
occurred to us regarding the road ahead. I will do so now.

Fr. Friedman had asked me to help bring about an Is-
raelite community within the Church, where the heritage 
and identity of the People Israel would be preserved. 
However, for reasons mentioned in the last issue, the path 
to a community would prove to be a long, slow, and many-
step process. Early steps towards a juridically-approved 
community included the growth of an AHC community 
composed of our affiliates, those who read The Hebrew 
Catholic and other publications, those who participate in 
various Jewish traditions in the light of Christ, our discus-
sion groups, and our havurot. The AHC Center has also 
been included among the early steps, serving our growing 
community in ways that seem similar to a lighthouse.

An AHC Lighthouse
Why a lighthouse? Because it is topped by a powerful 

light used as a beacon or signal to aid marine navigation.
Our AHC Center was given to us in Saint Louis, Mis-

souri by our Lord. As would be the case for a novice couple 
learning the ropes, Kathleen and I have had to learn how to 
operate His lighthouse, including all the lamps and lenses 
(website, publication production, havurah, etc) that would 
emit Messiah’s light (in the teachings, literature, counsel-
ing, and help) for Jewish individuals and others navigating 
between various life situations and the Church. Other AHC 
lighthouses are our havurot, providing His light in the area 
where they are planted. 

Lighthouse tenders are small ships that bring supplies 

and maintenance to the light-
house. Our AHC community 
have been the tenders, supply-
ing the prayers and contribu-
tions that have enabled us to 
operate. 

However, our ability to keep 
up with the growing work here 
diminishes as we age. Ad-
ditionally, our facility is not 
suitable for a group of volun-
teers to carry on the variety of 
current tasks. 

Possible Futures
Accordingly, we believed that we should begin explor-

ing possibilities with various people, including our Board 
of Directors, Advisors, and our AHC affiliates. In June of 
this past year, I met with the Ordinary of our Archdiocese,  
Archbishop Robert Carlson. After reviewing our situation, 
I offered him my thoughts regarding various options and 
requested his counsel on these and any other possibilities 
within his purview. Briefly, the options I presented were:

1. Find another man or couple to replace Kathleen and 
myself, who would in turn assume the responsibility 
of determining the best way to carry on this work;

2. Find another facility, where the bulk of the work 
would be moved, enabling others to come and handle 
the myriad tasks of the AHC;

3. Distribute the various tasks to a variety of people 
in their diverse locations, where the internet, phone, 
and email would serve to connect them and enable 
collaboration;

4. Simply continue on with the work, praying and wait-
ing for the Lord to show us the path ahead;

5. Finally, as one priest has previously suggested, 
perhaps all that our Lord intended for the AHC has 
been accomplished. Thus, before we become unable 
to keep pace anymore, we should begin to shepherd 
the AHC’s dissolution.

Archbishop Carlson was most encouraging and sug-
gested that the AHC should not dissolve, and that we 
should look towards finding a “home,” as my spiritual 
director at the Broomtree Retreat Center had previously 
advised (described in issue #101). That would correspond 
to the second option mentioned above.

Following that conversation, we subsequently worked 
with a diocesan official and looked at a couple of local 
rental properties in August. One was a convent – no longer 
in use, and the other was a Catholic school – no longer 
operating. The response to our interest in both properties 
has been silence – which we saw as guidance.

Though we looked at rental properties, there is also the 
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question as to whether we should be looking instead to 
purchase property. The sale of our present facility, along 
with some fund-raising, should eliminate the risk of renting 
and the never-ending need to raise funds simply to pay rent. 

This President’s Memo and the one in the last issue have 
provided an overview of our current situation. In contrast 
with the fifth option above (dissolution), we believe: 

• That the AHC is a unique instrument in the hands of 
our Lord, contributing to the earliest stage of work to 
preserve the heritage and identity of the People Israel 
within the Church – a work of mercy and of justice; 

• That the AHC serves along with many other small 
communities within the Church as part of that rem-
nant of faithful who serve the Lord and His Church 
amongst the growing paganization of western cul-
ture and the growing apostasy within the Church;

• That the work of the AHC has reached the point 
where it can provide the platform or serve as a 
catalyst for major new developments. One example 
of such a new development would be the efforts 
towards a juridically-approved community, such as 
an Ordinariate. New developments, however, will 
require committed people and additional resources.

Since we believe that the work of the AHC is moving 
forward at God’s pace, we continue to work, pray, and 
prepare for whatever our Lord has in store.

AHC Operational Tasks
In my conversations, I have been asked to identify the 

types of work and people that will be needed to follow 
us. Assuming a continuity in what Kathleen and I have 
been doing, I broke our work into 7 categories or persons. 
Fewer people would be needed if individuals could handle 
multiple categories. I list these categories/persons below.

1. President: overall operation of AHC, reporting 
to the Board of Directors. The President not only 
orchestrates or performs the work below, but also 
communicates with Church personnel and other 
people regarding the aims and work of the AHC. 

2. Secretary: serves the President and provides general 
secretarial duties for everyone else.

3. Publications person: responsible for production of 
The Hebrew Catholic, and all flyers, booklets, and 
CDs. Also oversees production of books for The 
Miriam Press.

4. Technology person: responsible for computers, 
printers, phones, and all other technology, including 
the software for computers, etc. Also responsible for 
maintaining/developing the AHC website, the AHC 
webstore, Facebook, and any other web presence.

5. Finance person: responsible for bank accounts, 
web payment processing, paying bills, tax reporting 
for IRS – Missouri – Saint Louis, fund-raising, etc.

6. Counseling and public relations: responsible for 
communicating with people who seek guidance 
in their spiritual journey, experience challenges in 
their family life, etc. Also responsible for public 
relations concerning AHC events, literature, book 
promotion, etc. 

7. Research and Development person: will work with 
AHC Chairman Ken Wilsker to provide materials for 
havurot use and development; to develop an AHC 
Siddur (prayer book); and to continue developing the 
materials to celebrate Jewish traditions in the light 
of Christ, including Passover, Shabbat, etc

Tasks not included in the categories above, such as giv-
ing presentations to parishes, schools, etc., can be shared 
by the individuals who have committed to carry on the 
work of the AHC.

Except for the President and secretary, almost all of the 
other tasks can be handled for now on a part-time basis.

Continuing On ...
Kathleen and I were both in a unique situation when we 

relocated the AHC headquarters to St. Louis, a situation 
which enabled us to commit ourselves full-time to the work 
of the AHC. Our personal financial needs were met by our 
pensions and accumulated savings, while for the most part, 
your donations have sustained the AHC.

We cannot know at this time the people whom our Lord 
will provide to carry on the work of the AHC. The AHC  
may have to provide incomes for those willing to com-
mit themselves full-time. While we have never engaged 
in fund-raising efforts, it seems that fund-raising may be 
another task to be handled. If anyone who reads this memo 
has some expertise in fund-raising, we would appreciate 
hearing from you. 

We solicit your thoughts regarding everything we have 
written, as well as your thoughts for the road ahead.

In addition, we solicit your prayers, through the inter-
cession of our patrons, Our Lady of the Miracle and St. 
Teresa Benedicta of the Cross. It couldn’t hurt to ask Fr. 
Friedman for his help as well.

Hopefully, these intentions will be included in all our 
prayers: to discern the will of God regarding the road 
ahead; for the graces to carry out His will; for the graces 
that will inspire those who would come to carry on this 
work as well as those who would provide material support.

We are grateful for all that our Lord has brought to pass,  
through the intercessions of our patrons and through your 
prayers and support. 

We wish you every blessing during this holy season of 
Christmas. We are 

Yours in the hearts of Yeshua, Miriam, and St. Teresa 
Benedicta of the Cross,
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Ed.  The following article, taken from http://catholicsforisrael.
blogspot.com/2010/11/father-and-two-sons-new-parable-on.
html, and is used with permission.

A good father once had a firstborn son whom he deeply 
loved. As a token of his love for his son, the father gave him 
an old and beautiful family photo album. This photo album 
was very special. It not only contained pictures, but also all 
the great stories of the family’s past, as well as records of 
all their ancient customs and traditions – traditions which 
were still loved and cherished by the family to this very 
day, because they represented their very fabric and identity.  
The firstborn son really loved this book. He loved to read 
it hours on end, over and over, because it reminded him 
of the venerable traditions of his forefathers, of the great 
love of his own father for him, and of who he was today.  
The old book shaped his identity and even inspired him 
and guided him in his day-to-day life.

Now because the father was very good and generous, he 
and his wife decided to adopt another boy - an abandoned 
orphan. They lovingly took the boy into 
their family and he truly became another 
son to them. At the same time, since they 
now lived in the modern age, the father 
bought a state of the art computer for his 
family. This computer not only had an ar-
chive of the family pictures and traditions, 
but of course it could do much more: it 
had games, internet, graphics and music 
programs, encyclopedias, videos, etc.

The newly adopted son really loved this 
computer, and rightly so, because it truly 
was a beautiful gift that the father lovingly gave to his 
family. But for some reason, the firstborn son was not as 
enthusiastic about the computer as his adopted brother. The 
firstborn son was somewhat curious about the computer, 
but he still preferred to leaf through the yellowed pages of 
his old family album, remembering all the great stories of 
old and how these had shaped his family, who he is, and 
how they still lived today.  

The firstborn son’s love for the old book began to annoy 
the newly adopted son, who was much more interested in 
the computer than in the book. Instead of inquiring as to 
why the firstborn son loved the book so much, instead of 
showing interest for the heritage and customs of the family 
who had so kindly adopted him, and instead of expressing 
gratitude towards their heritage, he started to denigrate it. 

The Father and the Two Sons
A New Parable on Replacement Theology

Ariel Ben Ami
After all, the computer was so much better than the old 

book! Why hang on to the old antiquated thing? it should 
just be discarded. It served a purpose for a time but now 
we are in the computer age. Why stubbornly hang on to all 
the outdated traditions described in the book? The family 
should just let go of them and instead spend more time 
surfing the net. Sure, the old book served a purpose before 
there were computers. It was a kind of preparation for the 
computer age. As for now, we may want to keep the book 
somewhere on the shelves, as a collection piece, just to help 
us understand and appreciate the computer better, but it no 
longer carries real value of its own. Surely the firstborn 
son was retrograde and obstinate for hanging on to the 
old thing and not showing more interest for the computer.

Sadly, as a result of the adopted son’s arrogant attitude, 
the firstborn son began to hate the computer and his ad-
opted brother. He no longer wanted to have anything to do 
with the computer, and he hung on even more forcefully 
to his old book, the cherished sign of his father’s love 
for him. The result was a painful division in the family. 

Instead of both brothers joyfully sharing 
the computer (and the adopted brother 
appreciating and respecting the firstborn 
son’s special love for the old book) as it 
should have been as a result of the father’s 
goodness and generosity, there was now 
jealousy and animosity between the broth-
ers – the adopted son boasting about the 
superiority of the computer and scorning 
the obsolescence of the old book, and the 
firstborn tenaciously holding on to his 
cherished album and no longer interested 
at all in the computer.

The reader will forgive me if the parallels are somewhat 
limping (suggestions for improvement are welcome) – but 
I think you will perceive the analogy:

The father is God. The firstborn son is Israel. The old 
album is the Torah, deeply loved by Israel as the sign of 
the covenant between God and His people. The computer 
is the Gospel. The newly adopted son is the Church (or 
rather Gentile Christians). Obviously, there was no need 
to set the computer against the book – the Gospel against 
the Torah.  Both were beautiful gifts, lovingly bestowed by 
the father onto his sons. True, in many ways the computer 
is vastly superior to the old book. But as the firstborn son 
had a particular historical and cultural attachment to the 

Continued on page  11
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Ed. This was printed in the Diocese of Charleston’s paper under 
the title: Looking to Old Testament saints for better fraternal 
relations. Reprinted with permission.
Fr. Stanley Smolenski SPMA, a canonical Baptistine hermit, is 
the director of the Diocese Shrine of Our Lady of South Carolina 
– Mother of Joyful Hope in Kingstree, South Carolina.

In his March 8th “Questions and Answers” column in 
The Catholic Miscellany, Fr. Kirby answered the question 
“Why are there no saints from the Old Testament? Doesn’t 
even Moses qualify?”

 I have been interested in that subject because of my 
many pilgrimages to the Holy Land. The fact is that Moses 
is venerated as a Saint there, particularly on the Mount of 
the Transfiguration. He appeared there with the Prophet 
Elijah and conversed with Jesus. The basilica there has 
a chapel dedicated to each of them where Mass can be 
celebrated in their honor. It is a Latin/Roman rite church 
staffed by the Franciscans.

Not only that, but at the Cave of Elijah on Mount Carmel, 
facing the Mediterranean Sea, there is another place where 
Mass can be celebrated in his honor. At the other end of 
this small mountain range is Muhraka, where St. Elijah 
confronted the numerous pagan priests. His Mass can be 
celebrated at the church there as well.

The Carmelites consider St. Elijah as their founder and 
celebrate his Solemnity on July 20th. It has frequently hap-
pened that a feast celebrated locally has been extended to 
the universal Church. An example of this is Corpus Christi, 
the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ.

Since there are precedents in the Holy Land, perhaps 
the same can happen with the celebrations for these two 
special Old Testament saints.

I see two benefits from this. First, with the new lectionar-
ies, Catholics are becoming more familiar with the entire 
Bible and many have been attending scripture studies. 
This would help us keep in mind such contributors to our 
Judeo-Christian heritage in a devout way.

Secondly, it could enhance Judeo-Christian relations by 
showing the Jewish people that Catholics honor Hebrew 
saints by such a universal liturgical commemoration.

This brings to mind a unique experience I had in the 
Holy Land. While celebrating Mass at the Mount of the 
Beatitudes, four college-aged Jewish girls came in and sat 
against the back wall. They were looking attentively. As 
I was leaving, they approached me and expressed their 
surprise at hearing quotes from their Hebrew scriptures. 
I explained that we believe in them and that they have a 

part in our worship. I showed them the Hebrew readings 
in our lectionary. 

Recalling this meeting later that day, I suddenly remem-
bered that my intention for that Mass was the evangeliza-
tion of the Jews, that they would enjoy the blessings of 
the New Covenant. And, suddenly, there I was at the end 
of that Mass answering the questions of those young Jew-
ish women about our worship. It seemed clear to me that 
Divine Providence arranged this meeting as a sign to hope 
and pray for better fraternal relations.

An AHC Calendar
Ed. In the 1980s, Elias Friedman, OCD proposed a calendar 
as “a means for the edification of a distinct Hebrew Catholic 
identity.” His explanation, which follows, complements the 
article by Fr. Smolenski SPMA.

Like the Jewish People, the Hebrew Catholics are dis-
persed worldwide, their motives for entering the Church 
are highly personal, their individualism is pronounced, 
their sense of continuity with Israel’s past, weak. An AHC 
Calendar could offset these deficiencies by providing He-
brew Catholics with a common framework for their lives 
and collective memory. An AHC Calendar has no preten-
sion to preempt the decision by the Holy See relative to 
the sanctity of some of the persons included in its list. A 
full Calendar would have to commemorate days already 
sanctified by the Latin Rite, and some days of particular 
significance for the modern Hebrew Catholic such as: 
Holocaust Day, the anniversary of the Apparition of Our 
Lady of Zion to Alphonse Ratisbonne on 20 January, the 
anniversary of the death of Edith Stein on 9 August. It 
includes the names of saints of the Old Testament, not gen-
erally in the Latin Rite except in the Proper of Jerusalem, 
Latin Rite, and many names of lesser actors in the drama 
of Calvary who are ignored by the Latin Rite liturgy but 
not by the Martyrology.

In the new Vatican document concerning Jews and Juda-
ism we read: “The patriarchs, prophets and other personalities 
of the Old Testament have always and will always be venerated 
as saints in the liturgical tradition of the Oriental and Latin 
Churches” (Notes for the correct presentation of Jews and Judaism 
in Catholic preaching and catechism, July 1985).

The passage has particular meaning for Hebrew Catho-
lics, legitimate heirs and successors of the prophets, the 
“proto”-Hebrew Catholics of the Old Testament. It pro-
vided the immediate stimulus for the list which follows. 
An intelligent use of the proposed Calendar in reunions 
of the AHC should place it in the forefront of the means 
used to implement the program proposed by the “Notes”. 

The Liturgical Veneration of Hebrew Saints
Fr. Stanley Smolenski, SPMA
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January
14 Malachi, the Prophet
15 Habakkuk and Micah, Prophets
20 (Mary’s Conversion of Alphonse Ratisbonne)
February
3 Simeon and Anna, the prophetess
18 Simeon, son of Cleophas, second bishop of Jerusalem
March
11 (Elias Friedman, OCD, AHC founder, born 1916)
25 the Good Thief
31 Amos, the Prophet
April
7 Hegesippus, first ecclesiastical historian
10 Ezechiel, the Prophet
24 Mary Cleophas and the other saintly women disciples of the Lord*
May
3 James, first bishop of Jerusalem
9 Isaiah, Prophet
24  Menahem, companion of Herod the Tetrarch 

Johanna, wife of Chusa, procurator of Herod
June
11 (Elias Friedman, OCD, died 1999)
14 Elisha, Prophet; Obadiah, Prophet
21 Jeremiah, Prophet*
26 Anna, mother of Mary
29 Lazarus, Mary and Martha

old book, so Israel has a great love for the Torah, because 
it is not only the sign of God’s covenant love for them 
but also their history book and the record of their customs 
which have shaped their very identity to this day. If the 
adopted son had truly desired to share the computer with 
his brother, the firstborn son, he could have simply told 
him about it and all the great things that it did, with en-
thusiasm and excitement. But he also could have shown 
some interest, respect, and appreciation for the old family 
album and everything it represented. This surely would 
have strengthened the friendship between the two boys 
and caused the firstborn son to be more interested in the 
computer.

Likewise, many supersessionist Gentile Christians rail 
against Israel for having rejected the Gospel. Instead of 
proclaiming the good news of Christ with joy and love, 
with gratitude and appreciation to the Jewish people 
because they as Gentiles have now been “adopted into 
the household of Israel” (Eph 2), demonstrating a humble 
eagerness to learn about the rich Jewish traditions (many 
of whom not only were divinely revealed but also shaped 
who Jesus was and is), they spend more time denigrating 
the Torah and the Mosaic Covenant – appreciating it, per-
haps, for its historical value as a preparation for the Gospel 
and retaining the moral foundation of the Decalogue, but 
dismissing the rest as outdated and superseded – certainly 
of no practical use today for the people to whom it was 

given. These advocates of replacement theology are blind 
as to why Israel would still love and cherish the Torah, not 
realizing that it is their own arrogant attitude that consti-
tutes the chief obstacle to the Jewish people accepting 
the Gospel.

Before we may hope to see Israel’s eyes opened to the 
light of the Gospel, may we pray that the veil of arrogance 
over too many Christian eyes be lifted, that we may come 
to a more humble appreciation of the root into which we 
have been grafted:

And if some of the branches [unbelieving Jews] were 
broken off, and you [gentile Christian], being a wild olive 
tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a 
partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree, do not boast 
against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you 
do not support the root, but the root supports you. You will 
say then, “Branches were broken off that I might be grafted 
in.”  Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, 
and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. For if 
God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare 
you either. Therefore consider the goodness and severity of 
God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, 
if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be 
cut off. And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, 
will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. For 
if you were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, 
and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive 
tree, how much more will these, who are natural branches, 
be grafted into their own olive tree?  (Rom 11:17-24)

Continued from page 9

July
13 Joel and Ezra, Prophets
20 Elijah, Prophet
21 Jeremiah, Prophet*
29 Lazarus and Mary
August
1–9 (AHC Novena to St. Teresa Benedicta)
3 The Seven Maccabees, Martyrs
16 Joachim, husband of Anna
20 Samuel, Prophet
31 Joseph of Aramithea and Nicodemus*
September
1 Joshua and Gideon
4 Moses, Legislator
6 Zechariah and Haggai, Prophets
October
9 Abraham, Patriarch*
11 Philip, the deacon*
22 Mary Salome, mother of James and John
November
5 Zachary and Elizabeth, parents of John the Baptist
December
1 Nahum, Prophet
3 Zephaniah, Prophet
16 David King and all the holy ancestors of the Lord*
N.B. * marks the names taken from the Proper of the Latin Patriarch-
ate of Jerusalem. The remaining names are taken from the Roman 
Martyrology. Dates enclosed in parentheses are AHC commemorations.

Continued from page 10
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Ed. Fr. Levy is a Hebrew Catholic Dominican priest living 
in Helsinki, Finland. He is a professor at the University of 
Eastern Finland teaching Theology and Russian Studies 
and is Adjunct Professor at the University of Helsinki in 
the Department of Ecumenism. He is also vice-Director 
of the Studium Catholicum, the Dominican cultural center 
in Helsinki.

Q. “What is the substance of your intellectual and 
spiritual search?”
(This is the very question Fr. Levy posed to Dr. Larry Feingold.)

A. I want Jews to feel respected and have dignity as 
believers in Yeshua.

Q. What is the Helsinki Consultation? 
A. Our first official meeting was in 2010. We are a 

gathering of believers in Yeshua who are of Jewish descent 
and who are also vitally interested in finding the path to 
creating and preserving a Jewish presence within the body 
of Christ. We meet usually once a year to try to develop a 
common view regarding the forms of this Jewish presence 
in the body of Christ. It really rests on this deep sense of 
commonality and fraternity that we discovered between 
us as Jewish believers. That’s something that springs forth 
from a much deeper source than our ecclesiastical tradi-
tions. When we’re together, we really have the perception 
of being rooted in the source of the Church. The traditions 
of Israel are these living origins. But it’s not something 
abstract. It’s a living experience – our discussions, the way 
our thinking converges or diverges, the way we get along 
on a personal level, and the little things that we share. 
We’ve discovered some sort of spiritual, theological, and 
more importantly, even an ecclesiastical dimension that 
unites us. Through every meeting, we have gotten closer to 
one another. It was really a miracle. The first time, I didn’t 
know how a Lutheran Jew would relate to a Russian Ortho-
dox Jew. Would they kill each other? The whole attitude of 
the Church is so conflicted when it comes to Judaism and 
especially the condition of Jewish believers. Whereas there 
is an acknowledgment and an interest in Israel on the side 
of the Protestant church, the Orthodox Church has never 
officially revised the negative assessment of Judaism con-
veyed by her tradition. In any case, we have a very good, 
strong team of Catholic theologians:  Fr. David Neuhaus, 
the Jesuit Vicar of Hebrew-Speaking Catholics in Israel; 
Etienne Vetö, the son of a Hungarian-American Frenchman 
who is also the new Director of the Cardinal Bea Centre 
for Judaic Studies* at the Pontifical Gregorian University 
in Rome; and myself. We can say that the position which 

* Part of the ISIRC (Institute for the Interdisciplinary Study of Religions and Cultures)

the Catholic Church takes is an intermediary one between 
the Orthodox and those pro-Israel Protestant Churches, 
not to mention the Messianic Jewish movement. On the 
one hand, the Church has become much more positive to 
the Jewish tradition and critical of the anti-semitism that 
has burdened her own theological tradition. On the other 
hand, there is as yet no distinctive Jewish presence in the 
Catholic Church. The ban on what has traditionally been 
considered to be “Judaizing” practices in the Church has 
not been formally lifted, nor is there as yet any official 
amendment in order to embrace Jews who accept Jesus 
Christ as the Messiah. This is still the reality that limits 
the embodiment of the Jewish presence in the Catholic 
Church. So we are in the middle ground between (1) this 
anti-Judaizing current which is often officially endorsed 
in the Orthodox Churches such as the Russian Orthodox 
Church, other Eastern Orthodox Churches, and Oriental 
Churches in the Middle East, and (2) the super pro-Israel 
stance of a number of Protestant denominations as well as 
the open and fervently Jewish practices of the Messianic 
movement.

Q. What is the ultimate goal of the Helsinki  
Consultation?
A. We are now investigating ways of transforming the 
Helsinki Consultation from a closed group focused on 
theological research into a really global fellowship of 
Jewish believers in Yeshua, in which the members of the 
Helsinki Consultation would constitute only the theologi-
cal advisors. The main focus of the wider fellowship would 
be to connect these Jewish believers scattered throughout 
the world in order to build and preserve their sense of a 
common identity. Study, deliberation, prayer, and mu-
tual support are our goals. It would not be an additional 
ecclesiastical entity but would instead create and nurture a 
bond of friendship between Jewish believers belonging to 
different Church traditions, or having no affiliation at all.

Q. How did you come to Christ?
A. First, I will mention that I was raised in a very anti-
religious home with a strong Jewish identity and strong 
Zionist convictions. This is a rather typical case for as-
similated Jews in modern French society. They cannot 
reconcile the experience of the Holocaust with any idea 
of a benevolent, personal God. Christianity is rejected as 
having fathered Nazi anti-Semitism, and they see Israel 
as the only rampart Jews can have against new waves of 
anti-Semitism.  I was somehow introduced to Christian-
ity by an elderly woman who was at the time my teacher 
of Russian. She did not try to convert me, but I’m sure 
that she prayed for me when I was a teenager. Later on, I 

AHC Interview with Fr. Antoine Levy, O.P.
Feast of St. Dominic, August 8, 2017
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studied philosophy at the Sorbonne and came to attend a 
lecture given by the ideally idiosyncratic Professor Claude 
Tresmontant. He was a rationalist and a Christian commit-
ted to demonstrating the existence of God. I was fiercely 
opposed to even the possibility of such a demonstration 
and could not conceive that it would ever be possible to 
prove the existence of God. So this was the beginning of a 
tense but friendly discussion during class between the two 
of us that went on for two and a half years. He happened 
to be a great lover of Israel, was a philo-semite, and his 
book The Hebrew Christ became a best-seller of a sort. 
There he made the argument that the Gospels were origi-
nally written in Hebrew. So I had to know the Scriptures 
better in order to contradict him more efficiently. This 
made me delve into the Torah and the Gospels. It was in 
the course of reading the Gospels that I discovered the real 
Christ. I was trying hard to dismiss the whole thing, but 
the more I was attempting to show its lack of coherence, 
the less that I found my own refutation to be coherent. I 
was wondering why my critical analysis didn’t work as it 
usually worked for other writers of philosophy, so at some 
point I realized that the very words and sentences which I 
was questioning were questioning myself and my firmest 
personal convictions! 

My study was uncovering what my life was filled with, 
the dishonesty of my life, the reality of sin.  It was giving 
me the correct criteria of what is right and wrong, telling 
about what real values in this existence are, and what this 
existence should be about. That was a very difficult thing 
for me to accept, but I had to accept it because one cannot 
dismiss the truth. I had to find a completely new way of 
existing, engage with people that were very different from 
my family and friends, reconsider the whole purpose of 
my intellectual search, and ask myself whether I should 
continue to study philosophy or not. So many question 
marks! Meanwhile, I hid from my entourage of friends 
the fact that I had become a believer. I went to study in 
Russia. But when I came back, I felt the compelling need 
to join a Church.

Previously, I had had the experience of prayer and also 
came to the understanding that if Christ had come, He 
didn’t leave us alone. For me, the miraculous sign of His 
presence was the ongoing existence of the Church since 
His coming. This made me reluctant to consider the le-
gitimacy of Churches that, like the Protestant ones, were 
constituted at a much later stage of history. Concretely, I 
had the choice between the Orthodox and Catholic Church. 
I knew the Orthodox better at the time, but I still chose the 
Catholic Church for a number of reasons. One of the main 
reasons was that she had revised her attitude toward Jews, 
an aggiornamento that she had never before made, and I 
didn’t want to deal with the currents of anti-semitism that 
I had encountered elsewhere.

The other thing was that the Catholic Church had the 
rational approach to theology that resonated with my own 
way of thinking. I didn’t want to be tied to an apologetic 
agenda. In addition, being French, I felt somehow exis-
tentially and culturally indebted to the Catholic Church, 
as it was part of the nation where I grew up. Finally, I 
acknowledged that there was a much more human touch to 
the Catholic Church than to the Orthodox Church. I needed 
some kind of human psychological books because I had 
to deal with so many personal issues at the time. So that 
made me choose the Catholic Church. For more than two 
years, I attended a catechumenal training (preparation for 
baptism) which was led by a Dominican sister. Right after 
my baptism, I understood that I was not meant to marry a 
girl whom I had met during this training period. Seeing me 
in a state of deep perplexity as to what God wanted from 
me, this Dominican sister mentioned to me the possibility 
of becoming a priest or embracing religious life. Although 
this suggestion at that moment did but add to my perplex-
ity, one thing became immediately clear to me: If ever I 
had a place of this kind in the Catholic Church, it would 
be in the Dominican order. This was rather mysterious, 
as the only contact I had with the Order at the time was 
through this Dominican sister. But there was something 
in the Spirit which inspired her that was calling me.  So I 
had an interview with the novice master. This interview, 
especially with the spiritual and human environment there, 
resonated with me. I felt that it was home. This is how I 
entered the Dominican order.

Helsinki Consultation Articles
Ed. Each year since 2010, the Helsinki Consultation has 
held their annual meetings in a different nation. Each year, 
a theme was proposed in which the various members of the 
Consultation crafted and delivered their thoughts. 
We have extracted some initial lines from each of Fr. Levy’s 
presentations in which he was asking some of the primary 
questions that the rest of his paper would address.
One of the important themes in Fr. Levy’s papers is his 
exploration of various issues regarding Jews within the 
Church. In Jewish Identity, Fr. Friedman’s thesis provides 
a response to many of these issues.
The following link will take you to Fr. Levy’s entry on 
our website. From there, you will find links to each of his 
articles. If you are not able to get to our website or print 
the articles yourself, please let us know and we will print 
and send you a copy of the article(s) desired.

http://www.hebrewcatholic.net/fr-antoine-levy/
Note: “Am Israel” means: the “People Israel.” The term 
“Messianic” includes Jewish believers in Christ from all 
churches and denominations.
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Am Israel as the Founding Principle of a  
Messianic Ecclesiology, Paris, 2011

“If faith in Yeshua implies an objective threat to the sense 
of being part of Am Israel, the most touching expressions 
of affection towards Israel will not be able to dissipate the 
basic fear that Messianic ideas inspire. ... I will ... pose a 
question to us, the self-proclaimed “believers.” Indeed, this 
question is nothing short of fundamental from my point 
of view. A rigorous formulation of it could be: under what 
conditions does becoming a Jewish believer not bring with 
itself the disintegration of Jewish life?” 

Torah is the Way, Berlin, 2012
“... if Torah is what authenticates Jewish existence, it 

is hard to see how a number of disciples of Christ could 
claim a Jewish identity without somehow integrating this 
notion of Torah into their religious world. The question that 
arises is not only whether this is possible, but whether this 
is überhaupt desirable. Can one be really faithful to Christ 
while partially or totally adopting a heritage which has 
developed on the premise that Jesus was not the awaited 
Messiah of Israel? Do these Jewish disciples of Christ not 
condemn themselves to being neither really Christians, due 
to their pledge to Jewish ways of thinking and behaving, 
nor really Jewish, due to their faith in Christ?”

Tying and Untying Shoes: a Church-Jew Messi-
anic Approach to Torah Fulfillment, Oslo, 2013

“Is there or is there not a fulfillment of the Torah in 
Christ that could simultaneously correspond to the Law 
of Christ, as embodied in the life of my Church, and to 
the Jewish understanding of Torah faithfulness? If there 
is, what is it and what should it look like?”

Church Jews: Self-betrayal or Divine Vocation, 
Netherlands, 2014

“... could we not see in these conversions an effect of 
God ́s providence drawing out of an apparent evil [Ed. 
i.e., the separation of the Jewish believer from his people 
and way of life] a higher good and making us understand 
in hindsight that this betrayal was a necessary way to go 
in order to bring forth an ultimate witness of loyalty and 
solidarity towards the whole Jewish nation?”

Christophoric Flesh, Moscow, 2015
“Does it make sense that Jewish disciples would retain 

their Jewish identity within the Body formed by all the 
disciples? And when I say “make sense”, I do not mean 
for us but for God. I could therefore put the question in 
even more cogent terms; namely, is it the will of God, as 
manifested in Jesus Christ, that Jews should retain their 
identity as they form one Body with his other disciples? If 
it is the will of God, then the existence of Messianic Jews 
must have a precise purpose in God´s providential plan. 
But what could it be??”

The Sign of the Cross
Andrew Sholl

All Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, and many other Chris-
tians are quite familiar with the Sign of the Cross: the sign 
of our redemption by Our Lord Jesus Christ.

But, if one is not a Hebrew-speaker (as is the case with 
most Christians), then one may be surprised, nay, stunned 
to know that the Hebrew word hitztaleiv means not only 
“to be nailed to the cross”, but also “to make the sign of 
the cross!” So, we as Christians, by making the Sign of 
the Cross, we actually have ourselves (albeit symbolically) 
nailed to the Cross of Jesus!

However, how many Christians are aware that the sign 
in the shape of a cross was part of the daily Jewish liturgy 
of the Temple in Jerusalem right up to its destruction by 
the Romans in 70 A.D.?

As a Hebrew Catholic, I know that the following psalms 
were sung by the choir of Levites (who also played the 
instruments which accompanied the singing as per Psalm 
150):

1. On Sunday, Psalm 24 was sung: it being the first 
day of the week, and thus of Creation by God. Ap-
propriately, it began: “To the Lord belongs the earth 
and all it holds.”

2. On Monday, Psalm 48 was sung, as it continues the 
Creation story in Genesis 1:6-7, and appropriately 
starts with “The Lord is great and supremely to be 
praised in the city of our God.”

3. On Tuesday, Psalm 82 was sung, further continuing 
the Creation story in Genesis 1:9-10; it began with: 
“God stands in the divine assembly.”

4. On Wednesday, Psalm 94 was sung, and it called 
on God to judge the world for its iniquity. This day 
commemorated the creation of the whole “array of 
Heaven” (Genesis 1:14-17): sun, moon and stars; 
and the psalm was a warning to mankind not to wor-
ship them as idols, but only to worship the Creator.

5. On Thursday, Psalm 81 was sung. It began with the 
words: “Shout for joy to honour God our strength.” 
This day commemorated the creation of all creatures 
except men (Genesis 1:20-25), and we are to give 
thanks and praise to God for his Creation.

6. On Friday, Psalm 93 was sung, and it began: “The 
Lord is king, robed in majesty.” It commemorates 
the creation of man in Genesis 1:26-27. It is God’s 
supreme handiwork, since man has the intellectual 
capacity to recognise and accept God’s greatness 
and his sovereignty over the universe.

7. On Saturday, the Sabbath, Psalm 92 was sung: the 
Bible itself calls it “For the Sabbath.” It starts with 
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“It is good to give thanks to the Lord.” Ultimately, 
it looks to mankind’s future well-being ... everlast-
ing life.

It is noteworthy that during the singing of the daily 
liturgy, whenever the choir comes to the Hebrew word 
sela (pause), found in the margin of most Bibles and of 
special importance, the Levite choir would pause: the 
Priests would sound the silver trumpets, and all the people 
would prostrate themselves with arms stretched out in the 
shape of a cross to worship God in total silence, until the 
choir resumed the singing accompanied by the musical 
instruments.

To me this is very reminiscent of the Ordination of 
Catholic priests and the Consecration of bishops, when 
priests and bishops prostrate themselves with arms out-
stretched in the shape of a cross, facing the ordaining/
consecrating bishop(s).

There are at least two other occasions when a sign in 
the shape of cross was produced by the Temple clergy in 
Jerusalem prior to 70 A.D. 

Many Christians are aware that in the Old Testament 
God expected every male Israelite to “appear” before him 
three times a year if it did not cause unnecessary hardship. 
This was during the festivals of Pesach (Passover), Shavuot 
(Pentecost), and Succot (Tabernacles). These were the 
three “pilgrim festivals.”

Less well known is the fact that in the Land of Israel, 
each feast had a parallel agricultural component (Note, it 
does not work in Australia, since the seasons are reversed, 
as elsewhere in the southern Hemisphere). Thus, Pass-
over was also the time of the barley harvest, and 50 days 
later, after “counting the omer” from the second day after 
Passover, came the wheat harvest at Pentecost (Pentecost 
in Greek means 50). The last feast, Tabernacles, was 
“paired” with the grape harvest. So, these three harvests 
were tangible recognition for God’s goodness and bounty 
in providing the Israelites with food (barley and wheat), as 
well as drink (grapes), and thus appropriate offerings were 
made to the Lord in thanksgiving. And note, even Shavuot 
(literally “weeks”: 7x7=49+1 = 50, i.e., Pentecost) has 
the alternate name of Bikurim (First Fruits) to signify the 
practice of offering the first fruits of the land to the Lord.

But how this was done is most significant to Christians. 
We are told in Leviticus 23:9-11 that “on the day after 
the Sabbath,” namely Sunday, the first day of the week, 
the priest, in front of the Temple, and in full view of the 
people, would take the first barley sheaf of the harvest and 
would wave it up and down, then side to side in the shape 
of a cross! Hence, not surprisingly it was called the wave 
offering to God: after all, God deserves the first and the 
best of the product of his creation.

Notice that in the oriental Catholic (and Orthodox) 
churches, leavened bread is used for the Eucharist, just like 

in the Temple liturgy at Pentecost (verse 17), whereas in 
the Latin, or Western Catholic Church, unleavened hosts 
are used, just as in Jewish homes, unleavened matzot are 
eaten since it says in Leviticus 23:6, “For seven days you 
shall eat bread without leaven.”

Then at Pentecost, as per Leviticus 23:17, the priest in 
front of the Temple, again in full view of the congregation, 
would take the “two loaves, made of two-tenths of wheaten 
flour baked with leaven,” and would wave them before the 
Lord, again in the shape of a cross. Then verse 17 finishes 
by telling us that “these are the first-fruits for the Lord.” 
But why two loaves? Over the centuries the rabbis have 
explained this by saying that one loaf represents the Jews, 
whereas the other one represents the Gentiles, especially 
proselytes to Judaism.

To conclude, in the Eucharist everywhere, whether leav-
ened bread or unleavened hosts are used, Jesus becomes 
really and truly present at the Consecration: he is then 
offered back to the Father on the altars of the Church, and 
this action goes back to Jesus at the Last Supper nearly 
2000 years ago, in an unbroken priestly line: an offering 
which he originally made on the Cross, on the first Good 
Friday, for our salvation once for all, but which continues 
to be re-presented universally, and to the end of time, in 
the Sacrifice of the Mass.

The Cross in the Desert
The full article first appeared in The Hebrew Catholic, #76, 
Spring 2002. http://www.hebrewcatholic.net/445/

Numbers 1:1–4:20 is about a census counting the whole 
of Israel, how many in each tribe and how the tribes should 
be arranged, camping and on the move. This diagram re-
flects the structure that the twelve tribes kept when both 
camping and on the move. This means that from an aerial 
view, for forty years the whole of the People Israel existed 
in the form of a cross. 
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This past Advent season I had the incredible opportunity 
to attend the Masses in the Hebrew speaking Catholic 
Community in Israel. As an observant Jewish Catholic, it 
was a remarkable treat. The Great Advent, Ha Tzipia Ha 
Gadola, links the Jewish fall holidays from Simchat Torah 
to Christmas, weaving together a seamless continuity that 
brings both faiths together. This celebration can be incor-
porated into daily home liturgies, as it recounts salvation 
history from Creation to the birth of Messiah.

Special dispensation has been given by the Church to 
make a few additions to the beginning of the Hebrew 
Catholic Mass in Israel. The Great Advent begins on the 
Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah. It marks the end of the 
fall feasts with the rolling back of the Torah scrolls from 
Deuteronomy to Genesis, starting the yearly cycle of Torah 
readings. In Judaism, the first chapter of Genesis is read, 
the creation of the world and of man. The same is true for 
the Hebrew Catholics. Each week, for 12 weeks, the Mass 
begins with the singing of the Great Advent hymn, “Mi 
Yimalel?” “Who Can Recount?” A new verse is added each 
week, paralleling the opening readings before the Mass 
truly begins. The chorus translates:

Who can recount the greatness of G-d  
- sounding all His glory?

Next to follow is the lighting of the Advent candles. In-
stead of a wreath with four candles, 
there is a small ladder placed in 
front of the altar. It has 13 rungs, 
beautifully wrapped in purple, the 
color of the penitential season, with 
flowers and a small tea light placed 
on each rung. A special Advent 
prayer is said before the lighting 
of the candles – each lit in succes-
sion corresponding to the weeks 
represented. The prayer is recited in 
Hebrew and very closely resembles 
the prayer for the lighting of the 
Shabbat candles.

Blessed are you, O Lord, our G-d, King of the universe,  
Who has given unto us seasons and times, 

the Days of Waiting, to remember Your wonders  
from the days of creation to the birth of Your Son,  

the Messiah, Light to the Nations and  
the Glory of Israel, Your people.  

Praised are You, O Lord, who hallows these times.
During the first week, the Sh’Hechiyanu prayer is also 

recited, thanking G-d for preserving us, sustaining us, and 
bringing us to this new season.

After the lighting of the candles, there is a reading, each 
week corresponding to that theme in the salvation history 
of the world. Week One starts with passages from Genesis 
- the stories of the creation of the universe, the earth, and of 
man. The second week tells of the covenant between G-d 
and Noah, and the sign of that first covenant, the rainbow. 
The second covenant, the promise to Abraham to become 
the father of many nations, is celebrated on Week Three. 
The binding of Isaac and G-d’s provision of a sheep as a 
substitutionary sacrifice is Week Four’s theme. Week Five 
is Joseph’s reunion with his estranged family in Egypt, 
finishing the Genesis portions. The first few weeks per-
fectly parallel the Hebrew parshot (readings) in Judaism. 
It’s one of the reasons this is such an important addition 
for the Jewish Catholic. It ties us to the roots: it presents 
us with a logical progression and connection between the 
Old and New Covenants as well as a tie to our traditions as 
Children of Israel. Week Six marks the revealing of G-d’s 
name and the giving of the Law to Moses. The establish-
ment of the Davidic Kingdom is celebrated on Week Seven. 
Week Eight marks the end of the new Advent celebrated 
in Israel by the Hebrew Catholics with the honoring of 
the prophets of the Old Testament – the great men who 
foretold the coming of the Messiah. Weeks Nine through 
Twelve follow exactly the same schedule as the traditional 
Catholic four-week Advent period. The thirteenth candle 
is lit on Christmas Eve, reminding us of the fullness of the 
time with the arrival of the long awaited Hope.

Even if this celebration is not incor-
porated into Masses throughout the 
world, it is an ideal addition to family 
home liturgies!!! On Simchat Torah, 
we take down the Sukkah in our yard, 
and use our main centerpiece (a large 
bare tree branch in a pot – during Sukkat I 
hang glass fruit ornaments from it) for the 
Advent table inside, replacing the 
fruit ornaments with our Jesse Tree 
hangings – hand drawn illustrations of salvation history 
taking us through the Old Testament. Each night, we light 
the candles and do a reading or sing a song before dinner. 
It feels much less frenetic than the four-week celebration  
and is so much more meaningful. It prepares the way to 
“prepare the Way.” For children, it is a great way to gently 
catechize.

The observance of the Great Advent has added a depth 
and richness to our faith as Jewish Catholics. It is a way to 
extend the season, making it more holy and giving more 
meaning to our Christmas feast.

Ha Tzipia Ha Gadola: The Great Advent
By a Hebrew Catholic Correspondent in Israel


