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“And so all Israel shall be saved” (Romans 11:26)

The Mass of St. Pope Gregory, Israhel van Meckenem, 1457-1470 (http://www.zeno.org/nid/20004163710)
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“Consider the primary aim of the group to be, 
not the conversion of the Jews, 

but the creation of a new Hebrew Catholic community life and spirit,
an alternative society to the old.”

 A counsel from Elias Friedman, O.C.D.

“The mission of your association responds, in a most fitting way, 
to the desire of the Church to respect fully 

the distinct vocation and heritage of Israelites in the Catholic Church.”
Most Rev. Raymond L. Burke, Archbishop of St. Louis, May 2006

“Please be assured of my prayers for your efforts devoted to studying and calling 
attention to the Jewish roots of our Catholic faith and for your work to help  

Catholics of Jewish origin to find their place and role in the Church.”
Archbishop Robert Carlson, Archbishop of St. Louis, Sept. 2010

The Association of Hebrew Catholics is under the patronage of
Our Lady of the Miracle

(who in the Church of St. Andrea della Fratte in Rome,  
on 20 January 1842, converted Alphonse Ratisbonne)

and 
Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein)

Miriam, Our Lady of the Miracle, pray for us!
Saint Edith Stein, pray for us!

What They Have Said
“Is there no reason to fear that some Apostasy is gradually  

gathering, hastening on in this very day?  
For is there not at the very time, a special effort made almost  

all over the world, that is every here and there,  
more or less in sight or out of sight, in this or that place,  
but most visibly or formidably in its most civilized and  

powerful parts, an effort to be without Religion?  
Surely there is at this day a confederacy of evil, marshalling  

its hosts from all parts of the world, organizing itself,  
taking its measures, enclosing the Church as in a net,  

preparing the way for a general Apostasy from it.”
Fr. Friedman quoting from J. H. Newman’s Discussions and Arguments, 1888 

Jewish Identity, Elias Friedman OCD ©1987, The Miriam Press, pg. 142

vuvh oaç tçv LËrç
(Baruch haba b’Shem Adonai)

Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord

The Association of Hebrew Catholics aims at ending the alienation of 
Catholics of Jewish origin and background from their historical heritage. 
By gathering the People Israel within the Church, the AHC hopes to help 
enable them to serve the Church and all peoples within the mystery of their 
irrevocable gifts and calling. (cf. Rom. 11:29)

The kerygma of the AHC announces that the divine plan of salvation has 
entered the phase of the Apostasy of the Gentiles, prophesied by Our Lord and 
St. Paul, and of which the Return of the Jews to the Holy Land is a corollary.
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News and Notes 

About this issue
As in previous issues, we discuss some key ideas regard-

ing Fr. Friedman’s thesis as elaborated in his major work, 
Jewish Identity. 

First, we respond to a letter of Fr. Jean Stern, continuing 
the discussion begun in the last issue about “Judaizing.” 

Then, we respond to another supporter who is concerned 
about our use of the expression: apostasy of the Gentiles. 
We also respond to this same person regarding our attitude 
towards the Church fathers with respect to the issue of 
replacement theology.

Our Hebrew Catholic Responsa in this issue is meant 
to help readers understand Fr. Friedman’s reading of the 
signs of the times and the work of the AHC. Previous is-
sues of The Hebrew Catholic can be found on our website 
at: http://www.hebrewcatholic.net/category/the-hebrew-catholic/the-hebrew-
catholic-issues/

We welcome your questions and suggestions.

Our Cover
The Mass of St. Pope Gregory was engraved by Israhel 

van Meckenem sometime during the years 1457-1470. 
Because of his name, Israhel was thought to be of Jewish 
origin, though he was buried in a church. Further informa-
tion about his life and work can be found online at:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israhel_van_Meckenem

What is particularly interesting in the engraving is the 
host which appears to be a matzah, although I have found 
no confirmation that this was intended by Israhel.

Jewish Identity Reprinted
More than a decade ago, we 

sold the last hard and softcover 
copies of Jewish Identity. Now, 
thanks be to God, through some 
generous gifts, we have been able 
to reprint a softcover version of 
Jewish Identity. 

To read some brief thoughts/ex-
cerpts/reviews of Jewish Identity, 
go to our website at:  http://www.
hebrewcatholic.net/jewish-identity/

Msgr. Michael John Witt
Msgr. Michael Witt is a Professor of Church History 

at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri. He is 
also the Pastor of All Saints in University City, Missouri.

In Fall 2015, we used the 9-part DVD series, Heritage: 

Civilization and the Jews, hosted by Abba Eban, for our 
lecture series.

Msgr. Witt was present for 
8 of the 9 DVD showings, 
providing some introductory 
remarks and answering ques-
tions from those attending. 
We are very grateful for his 
wonderful support.

Towards the end of the series, 
we spoke about Msgr.’s project 
to publish a four-volume series 
on the story of Catholic evan-

gelization of America’s heartland, beginning in St. Louis.
As i t  turned out,  Kelly 

Boutross (see below) was avail-
able to do some editing and 
layout of these books. The funds 
needed upfront for the produc-
tion of the books were provided, 
and Archbishop Robert J. Carl-
son was writing the Preface. 

Thus, The Miriam Press 
agreed to be the publisher of 
the four-volume series entitled: 
Saint Louis, The Story of Catho-
lic Evangelization of America’s 
Heartland. We have received 
the first production run of the first volume entitled: From 
Canoe to Cathedral. It now appears in our webstore and 
on Amazon.

Kelly Boutross
We are also very grateful to 

Kelly Boutross for helping The 
Miriam Press with her publish-
ing skills, including proofread-
ing, editing, book layout, and 
graphics. Her initial efforts in-
cluded the first three volumes of 
Dr. Larry Feingold’s The Mys-
tery of Israel and the Church. 
She then helped us bring Jewish 
Identity back into print. Most 

recently, Kelly worked on the first of the four-volume 
history by Msgr. Michael Witt, mentioned above.

“Kelly was raised fundamentalist Protestant but con-
verted to the Catholic Faith at the age of 16, along with her 
family. She earned a BA in English from the University of 
Missouri, St. Louis and enjoys a variety of freelance work 
in addition to her full-time job as a corporate proofreader. 
When she’s not working, she’s usually exploring the many 
sights and activities in the St. Louis area.”
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Holy Card for the Jubilee Year of Mercy
Joanie and Arnold Belmer have donated the enclosed 

Holy Card for the Jubilee Year of Mercy called by Pope 
Francis. The world, which is in flight from God, needs 
the mercy won for us by our Lord Jesus Christ on the 
Cross. May we witness through our lives His mercy, His 
compassion, His forgiveness, His love. Thank you Joanie 
and Arnold for your encouraging gift.

Susan Moss, Welcome Home!
At the Easter Vigil Mass of March 26, 2016, Susan Moss, 

David’s youngest sister, was welcomed into the Catholic 
Church by Bishop William 
Callahan at St. Joseph the 
Workman Cathedral of La 
Crosse, Wisconsin. Ken and 
Flora Wilsker and David 
and Kathleen Moss drove 
to La Crosse this year to 
celebrate with Susan her 
entrance into the Church. 

A Christian for more than 
30 years, Susan spent the 
last 2 decades as a Lutheran, 
serving in various minis-
tries. The ministry that has 
meant the most to her, and 
which she hopes to continue 

in the Church, is that of Chaplain. 
Susan expects to relocate to St. Louis very soon where 

she will join our havurah and meet others involved in the 
activities of the AHC.

Holy Saturday, Hebrew Catholic Commemoration
In his 2010 lecture on Holy Saturday and the Harrow-

ing of Hell, Dr. Feingold commented that it might be 
fitting for Hebrew Catholics to commemorate, on Holy 
Saturday, Christ’s descent into hell (or the limbo of the 
just). Consequently, in 2015, the AHC put together our 
first Hebrew Catholic Commemoration of Holy Satur-
day using excerpts from Dr. Feingold’s talk. You can 
view the text of this commemoration on our website at:  
http://www.hebrewcatholic.net/a-hebrew-catholic-commemoration-of-
holy-saturday/

This year, Ken and Flo-
ra, and David and Kath-
leen joined Susan in her 
home for the commemo-
ration of Holy Saturday. 

The picture shows Su-
san lighting the candles, 
each one representing a 
Tribe of Israel.

Havurah Resources
On the last page of this issue, we list five more items  

available in our webstore. If your havurah has not yet 
studied Jewish Identity, we highly recommend it, as this 
book provides the historical and theological understanding 
that undergirds the work of the AHC. 

To support our havurot, we offer the following discounts 
to active participants of a havurah: 50% for items produced 
by the AHC or The Miriam Press, and 25% for items from 
all other publishers.

To claim a discount, simply identify the havurah in which 
you actively participate when ordering your item.

Elizabeth Sutton, RIP
Elizabeth Sutton, long-time 

friend of the AHC, died on Sep-
tember 16, 2015 in Birming-
ham, AL where she lived with 
her husband, Kenneth Sutton.
[Ed. The following comments are 
taken from “One Voice,” Vol. 45, 
no. 35, Sept. 25. 2015, The News-
paper of the Catholic Diocese of 
Birmingham In Alabama.]

“Elizabeth was educated at 
the Manhattan School of Music, 
received her degree in violin per-

formance, and for a number of years afterward worked as a 
professional violinist and music teacher in Europe. Exceed-
ing her great love of music, however, was her love for the 
Catholic faith, and she later completed a master’s degree in 
Theology and Catechetics from the Franciscan University 
of Steubenville.

“After many years of religious education experience, she 
was made Director of the Office of Religious Education for 
the Diocese of Birmingham. She worked on a variety of 
projects including the Catechetical Institute dedicated to the 
teaching of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.”

[Ed. The following are excerpts from the homily given 
by Fr. Kevin Bazzel at her funeral Mass on September 20 at 
the Cathedral of St. Paul in Birmingham.]

“Kenny and Elizabeth, independently of each other yet at 
the same exact time, were internally compelled to join the 
Catholic Church. The year was 1997. The cause: following 
the undeniable witness of a great Saint—Pope John Paul 
II—and a great Blessed—Teresa of Calcutta, who died that 
same year…

“From this time on, Elizabeth and Kenny both were con-
sumed by the faith and consumed by passing it on…”

Prayers for Marty Barrack
Marty has been struggling with some health issues and 

would be grateful for your prayers. As he grows in age and 
wisdom, he continues to work on his website. Do yourself a 
favor and visit a great apologetics website put together and 
written by a Hebrew Catholic: www.secondexodus.com.
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Letters / Emails
This is your column, your means to express your thoughts and 
to communicate with our readers. We invite your comments and 
views. We will attempt to publish all letters as received. However, 
we reserve the right to edit letters because of excessive length, 
personal comments, or inappropriate matter.
We honor all requests to not publish the letter writer’s name. 
We will also withhold the writer’s name if we feel the contents 
warrant it.

Praying for a Hebrew Rite
Dear Jesus,
For the glory of Thy name, I pray that Hebrew Catho-

lics will enjoy the status of a rite of the Catholic Church 
some day.

In Yeshua,
Phyllis La Perchia

Appreciates The Hebrew Catholic
Thank you again for the latest issue of The Hebrew 

Catholic. I was thrilled to read the actual statement by Or-
thodox Rabbis: “To Do the Will of Our Father in Heaven.” 
Surely, Jesus is the Lord of History and is controlling all 
the evil in the world and using situations to bring about 
the acceptance of Him by His own people. For those of us 
who view history through the eyes of faith, it looks like 
St. John Chrysostom’s prophecy is coming true: “Seeing 
the Gentiles abusing grace, God will recall a second time 
the Jews.”

Have a blessed Lent, and know you are always in our 
prayers.

In our Messiah,
Ruth, United States

Thank you for keeping the Association alive. We love 
reading all the articles in your magazine. God bless.

John and Norma Dawes, Canada

Many thanks for The Hebrew Catholic, No. 98, Winter 
2015. As always, I found it an interesting and entertaining 
read. But most of all, as usual, I drew much inspiration 
from your carefully researched and detailed articles, es-
pecially the reference in the section, “Remembering Fr. 
Friedman - AHC Founder,” where it is stated, “…when G-d 
is going to do something unimaginable, He begins with an 
impossibility!” Now this gives me great hope, as often I 
get the feeling that all my avenues are blocked. So it must 
mean that I can expect a solution to be coming just around 
the corner, probably from a most unexpected direction.

Your references to a coming eschaton to me make a 
lot of sense, as this is something I feel very strongly and 
can identify with. So it is gratifying to hear that so many 

other people in different parts of the world get the same 
intuition. It makes me feel more integrated with the AHC.

Shalom,
Cherry Methven, South Africa

My appreciation and thanks for the terrific AHC publica-
tions. They are spiritually uplifting and thought-provoking!

Wishing you and all AHC members and supporters a 
truly Holy Easter time, and may Our Lord bless you, His 
Virgin Mother protect you, and His holy angels walk with 
you all.

In my daily prayers,
Anne-Marie Johnston, Canada

Greetings! Read the Fall 2015 cover to cover – especially 
enjoyed Fr. D. Neuhaus, S.J.’s article – very informative 
Sixty years – A Pastoral Letter.

Helen Kubat, United States

Todah Rabah for all the work you do at AHC. I can’t 
wait for the next issue!

Best regards,
Michelle Bromberg, United States

I am interested in reading this. I am a Southern Baptist 
Christian who has mostly Gentile ancestry; however, I 
have some Hebrew ancestry, too. I hope to receive this 
sample copy soon.

May our Lord Jesus bless the Holy Christian Church 
and Pope Francis.

Name withheld

Appreciates the AHC
Very excited to find this website group. The Lord has 

placed a heart in me for the Jewish people through whom  
I am “grafted in.”  Praise be to God.

J.A. Bonbrake, United States

May God bless you!
Rev. Timothy Peters, Italy

Thank you, and God bless your work.
Winston Rowlett, United States

Thanks for all the good work you do for our Lord and 
His Church.

Roman Spanier, Canada

What a blessing to have discovered the AHC.  I can only 
believe that it is Yeshua who led me to your website.  I am 
a Jewish woman from an Orthodox Jewish heritage.  About 
2 years ago I made a spiritual connection with the Blessed 
Virgin Mary...long story.  I believe that Jesus is our Savior 
and Messiah, and I’m on fire for learning more about the 
Catholic Church and how it is not a contradiction to my 
being a Jew, but a fulfillment.  Thank you, AHC.

Email. Name Withheld
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President’s Memo

Ed. This article appeared in the AHC Havurah Newsletter, Vol. 
13. Part 1 appeared in The Hebrew Catholic, #98.

Now for the conclusion of the article that was started 
in volume 12. In that article, I mentioned how easy it is 
to start a havurah, as long as the Holy Spirit opens the 
doors. We have all the materials and experience at the 
AHC to help anyone to start  and develop a havurah group.  
I mentioned one way to kick-start a group would be to 
implement a Passover Seder in the Light of Christ. But 
now that we are past this season, I would like to propose 
a new idea, a one-day AHC conference. Back in 2010, 
the AHC hosted a weekend conference in St. Louis. Flora 
and I were there, and it was a blessed weekend. However, 
the task of organizing a weekend and the financial com-
mitment it takes can be daunting. David Moss has been 
floating an idea whose time we believe has come. David 
Moss, Larry Feingold, and I (and possibly other Hebrew 
Catholic leaders) would be willing to travel to speak to 
your group. A box lunch could be provided, and a small 
fee would be charged to cover the box lunch, travel, and 
one-night-only hotel expenses for the speakers. 

The AHC is developing a brochure that will outline how 
to organize a one-day conference. We could attract many 
more people who would be willing to give up a morning 
and part of an afternoon to be inspired and strengthened 
in the Catholic faith by studying their Jewish roots. We 
could even invite folks who are actively considering the 
Catholic faith, both Jew and Gentile. Afterward, this would 
be a great way to build an enthusiastic core group that 
could be the start of a havurah. If a havurah already exists, 
then it’s a perfect way to energize and add to the numbers.

Once the havurah is started, the AHC has all the re-
sources and the experience to help build and sustain a vital 
group, plus Flora and I are available as “consultants” to 
assist.  In St. Louis, the havurah meets twice a month on 
Friday nights, and the evening revolves around a shared 
meal. We all bring a dish to share. As important as study 
and prayer are to the group, we should not underestimate 
the value of a meal. Our Lord often was concerned with 
feeding crowds of people (see John 21:15-17). The crowds 
came to be fed by Yeshua’s words and miracles but also by 
the real food that he provided. The meal was and remains 
a vital part of building community. If a full meal is not 
possible, then be sure to provide some “noshies” (snacks) 
as part of the evening of prayer and study.  The havurah 
that eats together stays together!

Beyond the meal, it is important to celebrate the Jew-
ish holidays in the light of Christ together. The major 
holidays are a great place to start. Passover and Shavuot 

Havurot as Community – Part 2
by Ken Wilsker

(Pentocost) in the spring. Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, 
and Sukkot in the fall. Hanukah in the winter. Then you 
can begin to add in Purim and Yom Hashoah, the Day of 
Remembrance of the Holocaust, etc. The AHC website 
has some very simple liturgies that can be used for the 
celebrations in the havurah and also in our families. Be 
sure to take advantage of all the resources available; there 
is no reason to have to reinvent the wheel unless you are 
so inclined to be creative.  Please feel free to reach out to 
us for ideas, encouragement, and prayer.  

Beyond these celebrations and the regular meetings, it 
is important to keep each other in our daily prayers and 
to reach out by phone and email to each other.  We need 
continual encouragement in our walk of faith. Of course, 
we are all connected in some way to a parish, and our 
havurah is a perfect way to connect more intensely with 
other believers who love their Catholic faith, Jewish roots, 
the Jewish people, and Israel. In this way, we become 
joined together in our Messiah’s love, and we become 
“community.”

Shalom Chaverim,
We are late with this issue, and as you can see, this will 

be a short Memo. “He must increase, I must decrease.”
Many events have taken place since the last issue. In 

addition to the Lent/Easter season, including our trip to 
La Crosse, Wisconsin, we also celebrated Pesach on the 
eve of Palm Sunday. Ken & Flora went to Indianapolis to 
celebrate the birth of their new granddaughter, Fiona Rey, 
while Kathleen and I celebrated the baptism of our new 
granddaughter, Rifka Cecilia, with Matthew and Lindsay 
Moss and family.

As mentioned in the News and Notes, we reprinted 
Jewish Identity and published the first of Msgr. Witt’s 
four-volume history of Saint Louis. 

Our St. Edith Stein Havurah completed the DVD series 
Footprints of God and has now begun the study of The 
Case for Jesus by Brant Pitre.

Our Spring 2016 lecture series, On the Eucharist, 
presented by Dr. Larry Feingold, ended on May 11. All 
lectures and text notes can be found on our website.

Finally, with a few weeks of ill health for both Kathleen 
and myself, along with a myriad of administrative and 
computer-related tasks, we thank our Lord that we were 
able to get this issue out now. 

Thank you for your continuing prayers and support, 
and we wish you every blessing, in the hearts of 
Yeshua, Miriam, and St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross,
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Ed. The following article appeared in the National Catholic 
Register online Edition on 2/10/16 and in the the print edition 
on 2/26/16. The article is repinted here with permission. The 
National Catholic Register can be viewed online at: http://www.
ncregister.com

The Jewish heritage of Hebrew Catholics adds another 
spiritual dimension to the Church’s journey these 40 days.

HAIFA, Israel — On Ash Wednesday, Catholics through-
out the world will observe 40 days of Lent, practicing its 
three pillars of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving according 
to their various traditions.

But for Hebrew Catholics, both those living in Israel and 
in communities around the world, the Church’s Lenten 
pilgrimage is enriched with a perspective born of their 
heritage and closeness with the Jewish people and com-
mon kinship with Jesus the Messiah. “Hebrew Catholics” 
not only applies to those Jews who found the fullness of 
their Jewish identity in embracing the Catholic Church, 
but also those Catholics who belong to Jewish families or 
have Jewish ancestry, and practice Jewish traditions they 
chose to celebrate in the light of Catholic teaching.

“We consider ourselves Catholics, like all Catholics in 
the world, but also with the unique reality of living among 
our Jewish brothers and sisters,” said Jesuit Father David 
Neuhaus, the Latin patriarchal vicar for the St. James Vi-
cariate for Hebrew-Speaking Catholics in Israel, who also 
has a Jewish background. “Some of us are, in fact, Jewish; 
others are part of Jewish families or live and work among 
Jews — so the Jewish background is very important to us.”

There are seven communities of Hebrew-speaking 
Catholics in Israel, with the first founded in Jaffa in 1955. 
The six other established kehillot (parish communities) 
are in Jerusalem, Haifa, Beer Sheba, Latroun, Nazareth, 
and Tiberias.

According to Father Neuhaus, the celebrations com-
mon to all Catholics during Lent “take on a remarkable 
echo” for Hebrew (and Hebrew-speaking) Catholics living 
among their Jewish brothers and sisters who “can strongly 
identify with what we are trying to do at Lenten time.”

“We are particularly aware of a strong emphasis on the 
penitential value of fasting,” he said. The kinds of fasting 
practices cover a spectrum, from those who perform the 
full fasting of the Jewish tradition — no food or drink 
from sunup to sundown — to those who adopt what Father 
Neuhaus described as a “post Vatican-II” tradition: a fast 
from such things as Internet, movies, and sweets.

But coupled with these fasts is the “very strong theme 
of returning back to God.” This theme, Father Neuhaus 

explained, is experienced by devoting more time to read-
ing and meditating upon sacred Scripture, having days of 
recollection, and taking more time to go to Mass.

“We also try to devote more time during Lent to studying 
the word of God,” he said. “Here, listening to the word of 
God, poring over the word of God, is a very strong tradi-
tion and is also a good time to do that,” he said.

It is also a time when the pastors invite their flocks to 
go on pilgrimage to the holy shrines and perform the Via 
Dolorosa (Way of Sorrows) to draw close to the passion 
of Jesus.

“Because it is the Year of Mercy, and there is a door of 
mercy at Gethsemane — the Basilica of Gethsemane — it 
will certainly be a time to encourage the faithful who have 
not gone there to pass through those doors at this particular 
time during Lent,” Father Neuhaus said.

This theme of drawing close to God through the 40 days 
parallels the people of Israel wandering for 40 years in the 
desert before entering the Holy Land under Joshua. For 
Hebrew-speaking Catholics, the parallelism is linguisti-
cally even clearer: Jesus and Joshua are different render-
ings in English of the same name in Hebrew: Yeshua.

The Church’s Jewish Roots
Father Neuhaus said that the Hebrew-Catholic commu-

nities bring out the shared resonances between Catholic 
practice and the Jewish tradition. This was particularly 
evident he said, when a group of Hebrew Catholics spoke 
recently about Ash Wednesday and the Lenten tradition 
with a group of Jews as part of a regular monthly dialogue 
at their synagogue.

“They very strongly identified with what we’re saying,” 
he said. “It was very moving to hear the Jews saying, ‘But 
that is exactly the same as our tradition, particularly where 
we underline what return to God means to us with prayer, 
fasting, and deeds of mercy.’ And the Jews say, ‘But that 
is exactly what the rabbis teach us as well when we go 
through a period of penitence.’ ”

There is a spectrum for how Hebrew-Catholic identity 
is lived out in various communities throughout the world, 
and Hebrew Catholics serve as a bridge that helps Catho-
lics in the wider Church connect to the Jewish roots of the 
Catholic faith, including the liturgy.

Roy Schoeman, a Jewish convert and author of Salvation 
Is from the Jews, told the Register that “my Jewish identity 
is a lens through which I see all of my Catholic identity,” 
particularly in his relationship with Jesus and the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, who were both Jews.

“My whole relationship with Jesus is founded on our 

How Hebrew Catholics Live Lent Well
by Peter Jesserer Smith
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common Jewish identity,” he said.
The Mass and Catholic sacraments, he added, “echo 

very heavily with Jewish sacramentals, Jewish synagogue 
service.”

Because Jewish liturgical life largely “revolves around 
the home,” Schoeman said that one Jewish-Catholic prac-
tice that is popular with Hebrew Catholics is the “Passover 
Seder in the Light of Christ.”

“One reason is because the Passover Seder is so central to 
their experience of being Jewish; another is that the Pass-
over Seder is where Judaism met the Catholic Church,” 
he said. “The Last Supper was at one and the same time 
the last sacramental Passover Seder and the first Catholic 
Mass -- the moment when Judaism was transformed into 
Catholicism.

“The liturgy of the Passover Seder is absolutely saturated 
with Christological references,” he said, noting that “even 
within Judaism, the Passover Seder is seen as deeply Mes-
sianic: there are continual references to the Messiah. So it 
is the perfect celebration for the Catholic Jew.”

The Association of Hebrew Catholics is another interna-
tional organization that is trying to help Hebrew Catholics 
in various intentional communities (called Havurah) live 
their Catholic faith through the Jewish experience.

For example, the New Zealand branch has provided 
resources on its website for observing Lent through the 
“Hebrew-Catholic perspective.”

David Moss, president of the Association of Hebrew 
Catholics, which was invited by Cardinal Raymond Burke 
to base its headquarters in St. Louis and praised for its fi-
delity to the magisterium, told the Register that one recent 
development is “a Hebrew-Catholic celebration of Holy 
Saturday and the harrowing of hell” that began in 2015.

“We do that to honor our Blessed Mother and to com-
memorate Jesus’ descent into Hades, when he opened the 
gates of heaven for all the faithful departed Jews and, of 
course, Gentiles,” he said.

“We light candles, and we say some prayers,” Moss said, 
with 12 candles representing the Twelve Tribes of Israel. 
He explained that the event drew from a series of lectures 
given by scholar and Catholic convert, Larry Feingold, de-
livered at the Cathedral of St. Louis. The event is important 
for Hebrew Catholics, because Holy Saturday is the day 
when God fulfilled his promise to their ancestors who had 
remained faithful in the hope of salvation. He added the 
celebration also was to “commemorate all the Jews who 
were faithful and holy people before the coming of Christ.”

Recovering Jewish Tradition
In many ways, the Hebrew Catholic movement seeks to 

revive a Jewish identity within the Catholic Church that 
became nearly invisible after two successive catastrophes 
devastated the Jewish Church headquartered in Jerusalem: 

the first Roman suppression of the Jewish revolt in 70 A.D. 
and the Bar Kochba rebellion (132-135 A.D.).

Schoeman, who is leading a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land this April exploring the Jewish Roots of the Catholic 
Church, said that his understanding of that cataclysmic 
period is that after the initial revolt in 70 A.D. which re-
sulted in the destruction of the Temple, Jewish Christians 
still participated in synagogue worship. However, when 
Simon bar Kochba inaugurated the second rebellion around 
130 A.D., he proclaimed himself to be the Messiah. As a 
result, the Jewish Christians refused to join the rebellion, 
since doing so would be to deny Christ. It was only then 
that they, as the only Jews who refused to join the revolt, 
were cast out of the synagogue and anathemized, and the 
final separation between Christian and non-Christian Jews 
took place. When the Romans succeeded in putting down 
the revolt, they decimated the Jewish population, exiled 
the Jews from Jerusalem under pain of death, and in an 
attempt to erase all memory of the Jewish state, renamed 
the territory “Syria Palaestina” after the Jews’ primary 
Biblical enemies, the Philistines — the origin of the name 
“Palestine.”

The foundation of the State of Israel, however, provided 
an opportunity on the part of the Catholic Church starting 
under Pius XII to regenerate and nurture a new shoot of 
Hebrew Catholic life from the stump of the tree that had 
been cut short so early in the Church’s life.

Schoeman said that among the reasons for having an 
identifiable Jewish community within the Catholic Church, 
is that it is helpful for evangelization.

“It is very useful for Jews who might be interested in Ca-
tholicism to see that there are Jews in the Catholic Church, 
and to be able to get in touch with them,” he said. “And to 
realize that most of the Jews in the Catholic Church think 
that they are still being faithful Jews and are not turning 
their back on their Jewish identity. They have just become 
faithful followers of the Jewish Messiah, who turns out to 
have been Jesus.”

A Brief History of Hebrew Catholics
• The Jewish branch of the early Church was led 

first by St. James the Greater, the first bishop of 
Jerusalem.

• The Acts of the Apostles describes the Apostles and 
other Jewish Christians worshipping in the Temple 
and attending synagogue alongside Jews who did 
not follow Jesus as the Messiah.

• The Church in Jerusalem had 16 bishops of Jewish 
heritage until 135 A.D., when the Romans crushed 
the Bar Kochba rebellion and banned Jews from 
Jerusalem.

Continued on page 11
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Stories From the Diaspora
Ed. The following is from an unpublished manuscript, copyright 
1/1/2012. The first four installments of this manuscript were 
included in issues 95 – 98 of The Hebrew Catholic. Printed with 
permission. All Rights are Reserved to the Author. 

The Bride
One Woman’s Walk  

Through Judaism and Catholicism:
The Sabbath, Marriage, Mass,  

 and the World to Come
by Channah BarDan

Chapter 4 :  

 Kiddush – קדוש     Sanctification

Let us praise G-d with this symbol of joy, and thank Him 
for the blessings of the past week, for life and strength, for 
home and love and friendship, for the discipline of our trials 
and temptations, for the happiness that has come to us out of 
our labors. Thou hast ennobled us, O G-d, by the blessings 
of work, and in love hast sanctified us by Sabbath rest and 
worship as ordained by the Torah: Six days shalt thou labor 
and do all thy work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath to be 
hallowed unto the Lord, thy G-d.

From the blessing over the wine

After the blessing of the wife and children, and the 
singing of more joyous Psalms during the Friday night 
home liturgy for Shabbat, the father elevates the silver 
cup of crimson wine and sings the blessing in Hebrew. 
This is the Kiddush, קדוש, the blessing over the wine. 
During the Kiddush, when the cup is lifted, the physical is 
elevated to the spiritual, and a distinction is made, at least 
symbolically. Although there is no change in the physical 
form or substance of the wine, it is sanctified – it now has 
a special holiness. The Ruach Ha Kodesh, or Holy Spirit, 
imprints a spiritual truth into every object and movement 
of the Shabbat liturgy. Kiddush means “to make holy,” and 
it is no coincidence that the Hebrew word for marriage is 
kiddushin, קדושין, holiness or sanctification.

In the Jewish tradition, both the Sabbath and weddings 
are times of great joy, celebration, music, and dancing.  G-d 
is at the center of both, and He is the Source of all joy, love, 
loyalty, and devotion.  A world without Shabbat is a world 

Bright Star of David
©Dan Paulos, Courtesy of Trinity Stores 
(http://trinitystores.com, 800-669--4482)

that is completely self-absorbed. So, too, a person without 
a mate can tend to be inward-centered. To enter into the 
Sabbath fully is to enter into the being of G-d. To give 
oneself fully in marriage is a total giving up of self for the 
beloved. It is to enter into the very essence of the spouse. 
Both are part of the reason for our creation. Our spirits long 
and thirst for G-d, and our beings long and search for a 
lifelong soulmate, a completion of ourselves. Both, when 
found, are reasons for great joy and celebration… it is our 
bashert, בשרת, our destiny. The Spanish Rabbi Avudraham 
of the 1300’s wrote the following prayer: 

“Grant us that we may be like Thy bride, and that Thy bride 
might find tranquility in Thee, as it is said, a woman finds 
nowhere tranquility except in her husband.”

The theme of marriage flows in a continuous stream 
running throughout the Old and New Testaments, from 
the opening chapters of Genesis to the last chapter of 
The Revelation to St. John.  Marriage, an institution set 
up by G-d from the beginning, is a Sacrament, a visible 
sign to the world of the union between the Messiah and 
the Church. In Catholicism, it is united with the Paschal 
Mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection, the river from 
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which all the graces of heaven can flow, leading us back to 
the ultimate source of grace, holiness, joy – and love itself.  
This marriage, with G-d at the center, is the ultimate union 
of the Bride and Bridegroom. It is life-giving. A wedding 
perpetuates the promise of a future.

The late Pope John Paul II wrote in his Theology of the 
Body 98:2,  

“We have to conclude that all the Sacraments of the New 
Covenant find their prototype in some way in marriage.”

  And in his Letter to Families, page 19, 
“The Church cannot therefore, be understood unless we 

keep in mind the ‘great mystery’ expressed in the one flesh 
union of marriage.” 

Further expounding upon the connectedness between 
the Sabbath and marriage, the Pope wrote in Dies Domini, 

“As certain elements of the same Jewish tradition sug-
gest, to reach the heart of the “Shabbat”, of G-d’s rest, we 
need to recognize in both the Old and the New Testament 
the nuptial intensity which marks the relationship between 
G-d and his people.”  

The image of bride and groom is essential to our under-
standing of the relationship between G-d and His people 
(both Israel and the Church), and between the children of 
G-d and the Messiah.  The importance of the Sabbath and 
how its threads are also woven into this glorious tapestry 
will soon become apparent. 

My family has been fortunate to live in an area of Cali-
fornia that is close to many vineyards and wineries. Sev-
eral of our friends are amateur and professional vintners, 
and my husband and I have been privileged to learn a bit 
about winemaking from them by directly participating in 
the harvesting and fermenting processes. The grape is one 
of G-d’s most ingenious creations, for this small fruit is 
filled with sugary juice. The outside skin contains natural 
yeasts, which when crushed and introduced to the juice, 
start the natural fermentation process! Plain grape juice 
without fermentation is a modern-day invention, the result 
of pasteurization. The grape juice of the Ancients could 
only have been wine! The fulfillment of the purpose of the 
grape is wine!!! In such completion, we see the glory and 
creativity of our Lord. Our fulfillment is unity with G-d.

It is at the wedding at Cana that Yeshua Ha Mashiach, 
Jesus the Messiah, performs his first miracle. It’s a simcha, 
 a joyous occasion, and the guests have run out of ,שמחה
wine. At the prompting of His mother (and what good 
Jewish boy can deny the request of his mother?), He turns 
washing-water in six huge amphorae into wine. And not 
just ordinary wine, but the best wine ever made!! The joy 
of the wedding is not interrupted even by the temporary 
distraction of winelessness.  Although drunkenness is 
condemned repeatedly in Scripture, wine is equated with 
joy. No ancient celebration would be complete without it.   
Psalm 105:14 proclaims, “Wine maketh glad the heart.” 

As Yeshua pours out new wine, new life (in all its creative 
force) and the love of G-d Himself are poured out for the 
new family at Cana and for the wedding guests. The life-
giving aspect of the wine transformed into the blood of 
Christ is available for us today in Holy Communion.

“Worship under the law prepared for the mystery of Christ, 
and what was done prefigured some aspects of Christ (Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church §2175; 1 Corinthians 10:11).” 

In the synoptic gospels, Jesus, at the Last Supper, takes 
the cup of wine and says the traditional Jewish bracha, 
 blessing, over it, blessing and praising G-d for the ,ברכה
creation of the fruit of the vine. But then He takes it much 
further by adding that this is the cup of His blood that 
would be shed for the remission of sin. It becomes the 
cup of the blood of the New Covenant. When we drink of 
this, we become wedded to Him for all eternity. It is a most 
holy and mystical union. No wonder the bride in Song of 
Songs rejoices in Chapter 2, verse 8, when her beloved 
brings her into his private wine cellar in an act of selfless 
love! I imagine him to say, “All that I have is now yours!”

To quote the Catechism once again, 
“In the Latin Rite, the celebration of marriage between two 

Catholic faithful normally takes place during Holy Mass, 
because of the connection of all the Sacraments with the 
Paschal Mystery of Christ. In the Eucharist, the memorial of 
the New Covenant is realized, the New Covenant in which 
Christ has united himself forever to the Church, his beloved 
bride for whom he gave himself up (§1621).”  

Before the Second Vatican Council, the only time a  
layperson could receive both the body and the blood of 
Christ in Holy Communion was on his/her wedding day.  
One of my dear friends told me she so looked forward to 
this day, not only because of the nuptials, but because she 
loved Jesus so intensely and had so longed to drink from 
the cup of His blood. It was as deep and moving an expe-
rience for her as was the actual wedding, and it added to 
both the solemnity and the joy of the occasion.

At Jewish weddings, before the actual ceremony, the 
ketubah, כתובה, or marriage contract is read aloud. Both 
the bride and the bridegroom drink from the same cup of 
wine. The cup is symbolic of the sealing of a covenant.  
Both are willing partners who have entered into this union 
freely, of their own volition. Likewise, even though the 
remembering and keeping of the Sabbath is a command-
ment, it is up to the individual to observe it.  During the 
Jewish wedding ceremony, seven blessings are recited over 
the couple. These represent in some way the blessings over 
creation that went forth in the days of the week. Blessings 
are also said over a second cup of wine, which symbolizes 
both joy and fruitfulness in marriage. I believe this second 
cup foreshadows the fruitfulness of New Believers ushered 
in during the Church Age as well.

During the Shabbat evening home liturgy at the dinner 
table, some of the more Orthodox and mystical Jewish 
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men pour a little water into the cup of wine. I remember 
my paternal grandfather doing it. In Judaism there are 
two opposing natures of the Divine, two attributes which 
seem to be in creative tension: chesed, חסד, or mercy, 
and din, דין, or judgement. This pouring of water into 
the wine glass, they say, creates a symbolic balance or 
harmony between the wine, having the red of severity 
and judgment, and the water, which symbolizes grace and 
love – thus the two natures together in one vessel. In this, 
I see a foreshadowing of Divine Mercy in the blood and 
water, which gushed from the wound in Jesus’ side at the 
crucifixion. It also directly mirrors the mixing of the two 
elements by the priest before the consecration during the 
Mass. In some Jewish traditions, the leader, after chant-
ing the Kiddush, pours some wine from his cup into the 
cups of his wife and children, who then drink of the fruit 
of the vine. In our family, we pass around the shared cup, 
just as a congregation all partake of the Communion cup 
at the Mass.

As Jesus’ shedding His blood for us produces spiritual 
fruit (remission of sin, eternal life, source of virtues and 
fountain of grace, to name a few), it also produces physi-
cal fruit in the increase of the body of believers. Marriage, 
to mirror G-d and His love for us, is also to produce both 
spiritual and physical fruit from its bonds of love. In the 
same way, observing the Sabbath as a day of rest makes 
us holy spiritually, but it also strengthens our bodies and 
minds. 

 A day when I can completely unwind and spend 
time with my family and friends, where nothing has to 
be washed, or cooked, or planned, or bought, is utterly 
refreshing. It strengthens my ties with my husband and 
children. A Friday evening spent around the table, then 
playing a game afterwards… or just relaxing in the back 
yard sans pressure to DO anything – followed by a Sat-
urday at synagogue, and Mass Sunday morning, then a 
family trip to the beach or a museum actually helps me to 
be more productive come Monday. 

  My twelve-year old son has learned to say Kiddush by 
hearing and observing Lou, a Holocaust survivor and dear 
friend whom we visit at a senior home, and from Dima 
and Jay, older Jewish men at the synagogue. He has also 
taken on their mannerisms by placing the Kiddush cup in 
the palm of his right hand and covering it with his left. In 
this way, the chalice sits in the middle of the hand with 
the upturned fingers surrounding the base like the pet-
als of a budding rose. In Orthodox Judaism, the mystics 
place great symbolism in the Kiddush cup being elevated 
this way. It represents the mystical rose. Aidin Steinsaltz 
writes in The Thirteen Petaled Rose: A Discourse on the 
Essence of Jewish Existence and Belief, that the Sabbath 
is “represented by the flowering of the rose, which is the 
cup of redemption of the individual and of the nation and 
of the world as a whole.” Once again, if I might push that 

cracked door open further, in Catholicism, Mary is the 
Mystical Rose. From her, our Cup of Salvation springs 
forth. As my son and husband recite the blessing over the 
wine (they both can do the Hebrew brachot or blessings 
now), I realize how blessed I am for my home, my family, 
and my rich faith.  

ברוך אתה יי אלוהינו, מלך העולם,
בורא פרי הגפן 

(Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu, melech haolam,  
borei p’ree hagafen.       

Blessed are You O Lord our G-d, King of the Universe, 
who brings forth the fruit of the vine.

†   †   †

• The last Jewish bishop of Jerusalem was Judah 
Kyriakos, the great grandson of St. Jude the Apostle, 
a cousin or step brother of Jesus.

• The Saint James Vicariate for Hebrew Speaking 
Catholics was founded in 1955 and cares for the 
pastoral needs of Hebrew-speaking Catholics, in-
cluding Jews and non-Jews.

• The current leader of Hebrew-speaking Catholics in 
Israel, Jesuit Father David Neuhaus, SJ, has credited 
his emigration from South Africa for planting in him 
the desire to become Christian.

• Hebrew was first used in a Catholic liturgy in 1956, 
with a Mass offered in Israel according to the Syriac 
Rite. The following year, Pope Pius XII gave permis-
sion for large parts of the Roman Mass to be offered 
in Hebrew instead of Latin.

• Many Jews who enter the Catholic Church prefer 
the term “Hebrew Catholic” out of sensitivity to 
fellow Jews who feel that one can either be a Jew 
or a Catholic, but not both. Others, however, use the 
term Jewish Catholic because it affirms their identity 
and status as Jews whose identity is fulfilled, not 
destroyed, by joining the Catholic Church.

• Jewish practices, holidays, and observances that 
Hebrew Catholics keep are considered devotional, 
but not binding for their salvation.

• Three main organizations dedicated to promoting 
Jewish identity and community life in the Catholic 
Church are the Association of Hebrew Catholics, 
Remnant of Israel, and Miriam Bat Tzion (Mary 
Daughter of Zion).

• Cardinal Raymond Burke sits on the board of advis-
ers for the Association of Hebrew Catholics and has 
praised its work in the Catholic Church since he was 
archbishop of St. Louis.

Continued from page 8 How Hebrew Catholics ...
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Shavuot / Pentecost
by Brant Pitre

Ed. The following excerpts are taken from the text of Pentecost 
and the Holy Spirit: The Lectionary Readings Explained (Pen-
tecost Sunday), by Brant Pitre. The text and an accompanying 
video may be accessed at: http://blog.catholicproductions.com/
pentecost-holy-spirit-lectionary-readings-explained-pentecost-
sunday/. These excerpts are reproduced here with permission. 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together 
in one place. And suddenly a sound came from heaven like 
the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where 
they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of 
fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men 
from every nation under heaven. And at this sound the mul-
titude came together, and they were bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in his own language. And they 
were amazed and wondered, saying, “Are not all these who 
are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of 
us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes and 
Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cap-
padocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 
and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we 
hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of 
God.” Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11

 

All right! So there is a lot we could talk about here. 
I just want to highlight a couple of points. First, when 
Luke says ,“when the day of Pentecost came around,” that 
would’ve meant something in his day, in the first century. 
It would’ve meant something to Jewish Christians who 
knew what Pentecost was. So what was it? Well, the word 
Pentecost in Greek literally means the 50th, with reference 
to the 50th day. So this is the 50th day after the offering 
of the Passover lamb – this was a special day. That’s 
Greek-speaking Judaism; Pentecost is a Greek word. In 
Hebrew-speaking Judaism, it was known as the Feast of 
Weeks or the Feast of Sevens, (in Hebrew, Shavuot, for the 
number seven), because what they would do is count up 
seven 7s, 49 days after the Passover. And then on the 50th 
day, they would have a great festival known as Pentecost 
in the Greek, in which they would bring up the first fruits 
of the spring grain harvest and offer it as a sacrifice to the 
Lord in the Temple. So it was an agricultural festival that 
celebrated the new life and the new harvest of spring. But 
in Jewish tradition, outside of the Bible, Pentecost was also 
a salvation history festival. In other words, it hearkened 
back and remembered an event in the history of the Jewish 
people. So just like Passover was a memorial of the night 
the Israelites sacrificed a lamb and got out of Egypt, in 
Jewish tradition, Pentecost was a festival in memory of 

when the Israelites arrived at Mount Sinai and received the 
law from God (Ex 19). And not just the law of God, but in 
particular, the reception of the Ten Commandments from 
God in on Mount Sinai (Ex. 19). So when Luke says, “on 
the day of Pentecost,” what he’s describing is a situation 
in which Jews, not just in Jerusalem, but from all over the 
world, from all over the dispersion, have gathered in the 
city for a pilgrimage festival; in this festival they were 
remembering how, in the Old Testament, God descended 
on top of Mount Sinai in a pillar of fire. It says God de-
scended in the fire, and there was thunder and lightning 
and wind, and then from that pillar of fire, He spoke, and 
He calls Moses up to Him and gives him the old law, the 
Decalogue, the Ten Commandments, the law for Israel.

That’s what they were celebrating at the time. Now in 
this case, watch what happens. It’s now the Apostles, the 
12 Apostles, who are the foundation stones of the new Is-
rael, the renewed Israel that Jesus has instituted at the Last 
Supper, and God comes down on a different mountain, the 
mountain of Jerusalem, but He still comes down in fire, 
although in this case it’s as tongues of fire: Each of these 
comes to rest on the heads of each of the disciples, and 
God now fills them with the Holy Spirit. In the context 
of a Jewish perspective, what appears to be happening 
here now is the same thing. God is fulfilling what Mount 
Sinai pointed forward to, because now the law is coming 
down, but it’s actually going to dwell within the Apostles, 
in the form of the gift of the Holy Spirit. It’s not going 
to be written on tablets of stone, but it’s now going to be 
written, as Jeremiah said in Chapter 31, in their hearts. At 
the same time that that happens, as we’ll see in the rest 
of Acts 2, Peter is now going to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, he’s going to begin to preach to the people, and 
3000 people are going to respond by being baptized and 
coming to faith in Jesus.

So what else is being fulfilled? It’s the harvest, but it’s 
not a harvest of earthly wheat and barley, it’s a harvest of 
souls. He’s going to begin bringing in the first fruits of the 
harvest of souls through the preaching of the gospel and 
the ministry of Baptism in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. So Pentecost is traditionally 
referred to as the birth of the Church, in the same way that 
the giving of the law at Mount Sinai is, in a sense, the birth 
of the people of Israel. It’s the call of Israel and the giving 
of the law to Israel, just like now the Apostles are being 
called and given the gift of the Holy Spirit in these tongues 
as of fire. And that’s really what explains the second and 
most obvious aspect of Pentecost, which is that they begin 
to speak in tongues. In this context, meaning they begin to 

Continued on page 14
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“Always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who calls 
you to account for the hope that is in you ...” (1 Pet 3:15)

Question Regarding Judaizing:
In issue N° 98 (Winter 2015) on pages 13-15 was raised 

the problem of “judaizing.” I think the fundamental answer 
to the problem whether rites as prescribed in the books of 
Moses can still be used in the Church is given in what the 
voice from heaven said to Peter according to Acts: “What 
God has cleansed, you must not call common” (Acts 10,15; 
also 11,9). In other words, Jesus having “cleansed” viz. ac-
complished Redemption, the situation is radically changed. 
The rites and observances as fixed in the books of Moses 
were relative to Redemption to be accomplished in the 
future. Our Catholic rites confess the Redemption already 
performed. Since Redemption has actually been performed 
by Christ, we have to use other rites than those fixed in the 
Torah, though the books of the Torah are inspired.

It took some time till the first Christian Jews realized 
they had to drop the old rites and uses such as kosher. St. 
Thomas of Aquinas quoting St. Augustine teaches that 
there was an intermediate period during which Christian 
Jews could keep the old rites without sinning. Their situ-
ation was different from the converts from pagan, poly-
theistic religions who on becoming Christians had to drop 
former religious uses, because they honored false divinities 
(Summa theologica Ia-IIae, qu. 103, a. 4, ad 1). 

We Christian Jews have an ethnic or national (I don’t 
know which would be the right word) identity which has 
a religious dimension, since “salvation comes from the 
Jews” (Jn 4, 22). But we have to be careful not to give the 
impression that we consider the other Christians as second 
class citizens. St. Paul considered them as enjoying citizen-
ship in Israel (see Ephesians 2, 12), which I think is just 
a consequence of being members of the body of Israel’s 
Jewish King. Saint John-Paul II taught explicitly that 
Jesus was and is a Jew (in the Synagogue of Rome, April 
13, 1986: Jesus “a son of your people”; also a discourse 
to the Jewish community in Strasbourg, France, October 
9, 1988, N. 6; etc.).

About three quarters of a century ago, being Christian 
Jews meant trouble. On the morning of July 16, 1942 
with the yellow star on my shirt, I went to a Sisters’ con-
vent (whose superior was one of the very first persons to 
whom I had spoken about my vocation to the priesthood), 
and attended holy mass. On coming home, I found my 
poor mother quite upset: she had gotten information that 
something was going on that day which was later called 
“la rafle du Vel’ d’Hiv”, viz. the rounding up of Jews in 

the Paris Vélodrome d’Hiver. Thousands of Jews were 
arrested that day and the following day and were sent to 
Auschwitz. My mother feared that I had been arrested on 
the way to or from the convent.

Very sincerely yours in the Messiah, 
Jean (=John) Stern M.S.

Response:
We thank Fr. Stern for his concerns regarding the issue 

of “Judaizing.” First, let me assure Father, and anyone else 
who wants to understand the mission of the AHC, that the 
AHC is faithful to the Magisterium of the Church, both in 
doctrine and in practice. 

In the New Testament, the term “Judaizing” was applied 
to those early followers of Jesus who insisted that Gen-
tiles had to first become Jews before they could become 
disciples of Jesus; that is, they had to be circumcised and 
observe all the commandments of the Mosaic Law. Thus, 
salvation for Gentiles would depend upon following Jesus 
after first becoming a Jew.

Acts 15 resolved that issue for Gentiles. However, the 
separation of Jewish disciples of Jesus from their traditions 
developed later. One may go to the various historical and 
theological books to try to discover how and why that hap-
pened. Certainly, Jesus makes it clear that reconciliation 
with God, and the spiritual transformation and union with 
God that holiness seeks, all come through Him.

The AHC does not suggest in the slightest that the com-
mandments of the Mosaic Law are necessary for salvation. 
Yet, the AHC unequivocally states that the roots of the 
saving faith of the Catholic Church come out of the life 
and faith of the People Israel as fulfilled in Jesus. 

After the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD, the prac-
tices of Mosaic Judaism underwent major changes and 
became what we today call Rabbinic Judaism. Over the 
next two millennia, coming from Rabbinic Judaism and 
from the. secular world, members of the People Israel have 
discovered Jesus and have been baptized. 

The traditions they observed before baptism were those 
of Rabbinic Judaism. Thus, Catholics, whether of Jewish 
or non-Jewish origin, who today observe some of those 
traditions, are not observing the rites and commandments 
of Mosaic Judaism. Rather, they are observing derived 
traditions that reflect the roots of our Catholic faith, and 
they are doing so in the light of Christ. These traditions 
help all Catholics better understand their own faith and 
give us another opportunity to celebrate the mighty acts 
and deeds of God. For Hebrew Catholics, these traditions 
also provide the cultural expression of their identity.

Hebrew Catholic Responsa
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We recall the following statement from the encyclical en-
titled “Ex Quo”, given in 1756 AD by Pope Benedict  XIV: 

“... it cannot be absolutely asserted that the man judaizes 
who does something in the Church which corresponds to the 
ceremonies of the old Law.” 

Since our Jewish traditions are voluntarily celebrated 
in the light of Christ, they become transformed in Christ 
into devotional celebrations of the rich heritage that now 
belongs to all Catholics.

Finally, Fr. Stern raises the caution of how we regard 
Catholics of non-Jewish origin. In Christ, we all have 
equal access to the Father and equal dignity before Him. 
The People Israel is a servant people and, as such, should 
exemplify the compassion, the forgiveness, the mercy, and 
the love that our Lord gave witness to and makes possible 
for us. That is also true of the various non-Jewish peoples. 
So, we must all serve one another, each in accord with the 
gifts and calling that God has granted us.

Question Regarding the “Apostasy of the Gentiles”
Why is the “apostasy of the Gentiles” relevant to the 

Association of Hebrew Catholics?
Response
Jewish Identity by Elias Friedman OCD, founder of the 

AHC, was based upon his reading of the signs of the times. 
Fr. Friedman explained that a sign of the times was any 
historical phenomenon, person, or event in its relation to 
the plan of salvation.

In examining the signs of our times, Fr. Friedman be-
lieved that we had entered a new phase of salvation history, 
a phase identified by two major signs: the return of the 
People Israel to their ancient homeland and the apostasy 
of the Gentiles. We will focus on the apostasy here.

Father quotes from St. Paul in 2 Tim 3:1-5 to describe 
the apostasy: “the terrible times in the last days.” 

Father also quotes the following: 
St. Jerome: “Their (the Jews) sins occasioned the salvation 

of the Gentiles and again the incredulity of the Gentiles will 
occasion the conversion of Israel.”

St. Chrysostom: “Seeing the Gentiles abusing little by 
little their grace, God will recall a second time the Jews.”

St. Thomas Aquinas interpreting the expression, “the 
resurrection of the dead”: 

“What I say, will such an admission effectuate, if not that 
it bring the Gentiles back to life? The Gentiles would be the 
believers whose faith has grown cold; or even that the total-
ity, deceived by the Antichrist, fall and are restored to their 
pristine fervor by the admission of the Jews.”

In Jewish Identity, page 130, Fr. Friedman writes:
“J. Lémann resumes the argument: “One must expect 

that the figure of the Messiah, at a given moment of history, 

speak supernaturally in the languages of all these differ-
ent peoples who have gathered in Jerusalem. The people 
are saying, “How is it that we hear these Galileans, but 
they’re speaking in our own tongues,” meaning in our 
own languages. The answer is simple: The Holy Spirit has 
now empowered the Apostles to speak in the languages of 
the various nations so that they can begin proclaiming the 
good news to all the nations. So if you are a Jew, this is 
going to make you think of another passage from the Old 
Testament, Genesis 11, the story of the Tower of Babel; 
God descends upon this tower and causes confusion and 
division by multiplying the tongues and the languages of 
the people. Before that, they have one language (Gen. 10). 
Now, they are going to have many different tongues, and 
they are going to break off building the Tower of Babel. 
So Pentecost in Acts 2 is, in a sense then, the undoing of 
Babel: it’s the anti-Babel. In the Tower of Babel, they try to 
unite all the peoples of the earth through their own human 
power; they said, “let us make a name for ourselves.” But 
God divides the human nations through languages which 
are a major barrier to unity. Now in Acts 2, God is going to 
reunite the nations, not through human power, but through 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, and not through a political 
institution, but through the Church. The Church will be 
the agent of unity in the new covenant, and Pentecost 
manifests that through this supernatural sign of speaking 
in the tongues of the nations, so that the nations can be 
gathered into one body in the Church. It’s a major feast 
here, extremely important.

appears between two negations, the negation of the Jewish 
people who do not want to recognize him, and the negation 
of the Gentiles as an assembly of nations who will have 
abandoned him, after having known him.

“We are indebted to Lémann for the definition of the 
biblical expression ‘apostasy of the Gentiles.’ It does not 
mean that all Gentile Christians will lose their faith, even 
to confine oneself to Europe. That there are still flourishing 
communities of Christians in Europe is in no way proof 
that the apostasy of the Gentiles has not taken place. The 
apostasy of the Gentiles is synonymous with the collapse of 
Christendom, not with the disappearance of Christianity.”

Today, the apostasy manifests itself in the practice of 
abortion, contraception, the breakdown of marriage, same-
sex unions, loss of Catholic faith in the Real Presence, etc.

To sum up: The apostasy of the Gentiles is an expres-
sion which has biblical roots, the reality of which saints, 
including recent Popes, have referred to, and which is one 
of the major signs of the times pointing to the new phase 
of salvation history that we have entered, and to which the 
AHC has been called.

Continued from page 12 Shavuot / Pentecost
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AHC Resource Center
Jewish Identity
by Elias Friedman, O.C.D.
Preface by Rev. Msgr.  
Eugene Kevane
Introduction by  
Ronda Chervin, Ph.D.
The Miriam Press, ©1987 
Softcover, 232 pages
$18.95,   Sale: $14.95

Reprinted by The Miriam 
Press, publishing arm of the 
Association of Hebrew Catho-
lics, after more than a decade 
out-of-print.

Jewish Identity is a prophetic reading of the signs of the 
times, the fruit of a lifetime of prayer and study by Father Elias 
Friedman, O.C.D. The author, a Jewish convert, analyzes with 
scholarship and spiritual insight the great drama entailing the 
apostasy of the Gentiles and the return of the Jews to Palestine. 
Political and Spiritual Zionism, the role of Israel in salvation 
history, and the self-understanding of the Jews are all treated 
in this book. The new international organization founded by 
Father Elias, the Association of Hebrew Catholics, is an early 
manifestation of the spiritual insights contained in this work. 
In a parallel development, the Church, beginning with Vatican 
Council II, has been updating its teaching regarding Jews and 
Judaism. The relevant material, included in the book’s appendix, 
bears witness to the thought of Father Elias.

Content
• Preface
• Introduction
• A Case of Conscience
• History of the Jewish Identity Problem
• Ahad Ha’amism, or New Lamps for Old
• Ahad Ha’am Interrogated
• Words! Words! Words!
• Jesus and Jewish Identity: From Mosaic Judaism to the 

Church
• From Mosaic Judaism to Rabbinism
• The Theological Identity of the Post-Christic Jewish 

People
• Has the Election Been Revoked?
• Objections and Refutations
• The Moral Dimension of Post-Christic Jewish Identity
• The Historical Consequences of the Sin of Unbelief
• The Identity of Post-Christic Jewry in the Age of Apostasy
• The Meaning of History
• The Return: Modern Zionism
• Alley of Grace
• Appendices

Saint Louis: The Story of 
Catholic Evangelization 
of America’s Heartland
Volume 1: From Canoe to 
Cathedral
Msgr. Michael John Witt
Preface by Archbishop  
Robert J. Carlson
The Miriam Press, ©2016
Softcover, 220 pages
$15.95 $12.95

The first volume in a four-
volume work detailing the work 
of Catholic missionaries in the 
early Midwest, and the founding 

and growth of Catholic institutions in Saint Louis and surround-
ing regions in Missouri and Illinois.

“Monsignor Michael Witt is giving us a history of the Arch-
diocese of St. Louis that, already in the first volume of this 
project, offers the readers the opportunity to deepen our histori-
cal appreciation for the powerful and providential way God’s 
grace has been at work in this portion of the Lord’s vineyard 
since the first early French missionaries began their journeys of 
discovery. The richness of the aboriginal cultures, the spiritual 
motivations behind the early missionaries in sharing the Good 
News in response to the inquiries and invitations of the Native 
Americans, and the many varieties of tribal cultures were all 
very enlightening. It is also good to see the relationship between 
incidents and conditions in the middle of the North American 
Continent and how they could be influenced by political and 
cultural situations in various countries of Europe at the time. 
This current volume begins with the adventures of Father 
Jacques Marquette and concludes with the arrival of young 
Bishop Peter Richard Kenrick. The dynamics of all that took 
place between those two moments lay the groundwork for the 
growth of the Catholic Church in the Heartland of the United 
States of America.” [From back cover]

Most Rev. John R. Gaydos, Bishop of Jefferson City
 

Content
• Preface by Archbishop Robert J. Carlson
• Chapter 1: Marquette’s Canoe
• Chapter 2: The Croissant
• Chapter 3: 1763, Year of a Double Disaster
• Chapter 4: The Idea of Saint Louis
• Chapter 5: Carroll’s Catholic America
• Chapter 6: French Émigrés Enrich the Church in America
• Chapter 7: Bishop William Valentine Du Bourg
• Chapter 8: Rosati’s Cathedral
• Bibliography
• Index
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The Case for Jesus
The Biblical and Histori-
cal Evidence for Christ
Brant Pitre
Image, ©2016
Hardcover, 242 pages
$22.95 $19.50

“For well over a hundred 
years now, many scholars have 
questioned the historical truth 
of the Gospels, claiming that 
they were originally anony-
mous. Others have even argued 
that Jesus of Nazareth did not 
think he was God and never 
claimed to be divine.

“In The Case for Jesus, Dr. Brant Pitre, the bestselling author 
of Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist, goes back to the 
sources—the biblical and historical evidence for Christ—in order 
to answer several key questions, including:

• Were the four Gospels really anonymous?
• Are the Gospels folklore? Or are they biographies?
• Were the four Gospels written too late to be reliable?
• What about the so-called “Lost Gospels,” such as “Q” and 

the Gospel of Thomas?
• Did Jesus claim to be God?
• Is Jesus divine in all four Gospels? Or only in John?
• Did Jesus fulfill the Jewish prophecies of the Messiah?
• Why was Jesus crucified?
• What is the evidence for the Resurrection?
“As The Case for Jesus will show, recent discoveries in New 

Testament scholarship, as well as neglected evidence from an-
cient manuscripts and the early church fathers, together have the 
potential to pull the rug out from under a century of skepticism 
toward the traditional Gospels. Above all, Pitre shows how the 
divine claims of Jesus of Nazareth can only be understood by 
putting them in their ancient Jewish context.”  [From the jacket]

Church of Spies
The Pope’s Secret War 
Against Hitler
by Mark Riebling
Basic Books,Hardcover
©2015, 375 pages
$29.99, Sale $23.99

“The Vatican’s silence in the 
face of Nazi atrocities remains 
one of the great controversies 
of our time. History has ac-
cused wartime pontiff Pius 
the Twelfth of complicity in 
the Holocaust and dubbed him 
“Hitler’s Pope.” But a key part 

of the story has remained untold.
“Pius ran the world’s largest church, smallest state, and old-

est spy service. Saintly but secretive, he skimmed from church 
charities to pay covert couriers, and surreptitiously recorded his 
meetings with top Nazis. When he learned of the Holocaust, 
Pius played his cards close to his chest. He sent birthday cards 
to Hitler – while secretly plotting to kill him.

“Church of Spies documents this cloak-and-dagger intrigue in 
shocking detail. Gun-toting Jesuits stole blueprints to Hitler’s 
homes. A Catholic book publisher flew a sports plane over the 
Alps with secrets filched from the leader of Hitler’s bodyguard. 
The keeper of the Vatican crypt ran a spy ring that betrayed 
German war plans and wounded Hitler in a briefcase bombing.

“The plotters made history in ways they hardly expected. They 
inspired European unification, forged a US-Vatican alliance that 
spanned the Cold War, and challenged Church teachings on Jews. 
Yet Pius’s secret war muted his public response to Nazi crimes. 
Fearing the overt protest would impede his covert actions, he 
never spoke the “fiery words” he wanted.

“Told with heart-pounding suspense, based on secret tran-
scripts and unsealed files, Church of Spies throws open the 
Vatican’s doors to reveal some of the most astonishing events in 
the history of the papacy. The result is an unprecedented book 
that will change perceptions of how the world’s greatest moral 
institution met the greatest moral crisis in history.” [From the 
cover]

Jesus and the Jewish 
Roots of Divine Mercy
by Dr. Brant Pitre
4 CDs, 4 Hours, $24.95

“At the very heart of Je-
sus’ mission and message was 
something we often overlook: 
the message of mercy. ‘I desire 
mercy, not sacrifice,’ Jesus says 

(Matt 12:7). But what does this mean?
“In this transformative Bible study, Dr. Pitre takes you on 

a journey into the heart of mercy in Sacred Scripture. In four 
riveting presentations, you will learn about:

• How the God of the Old Testament is a God of ‘Mercy’

• How Jesus fulfilled the ancient Jewish feast of the Jubilee 
Year

• The Deeper meaning of the Blood and Water from the 
Side of Jesus Crucified

• What Jesus really meant when he said ‘Be merciful 
as your Father is merciful’ and ‘Judge not lest you be 
judged.’ (Luke 7:36-37)

• The Parables of Mercy: the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, 
and the Prodigal Son

• Indulgences and the Jubilee Year of Mercy Explained: 
understanding the ‘Holy Door’

• The location of the Lost Ark and how Mary is the ‘Mercy 
Seat’ of the New Covenant”


