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The Association of Hebrew Catholics aims at ending the alienation of
Catholics of Jewish origin and background from their historical heritage.
By gathering the People Israel within the Church, the AHC hopes to help
enable them to serve the Church and all peoples within the mystery of their
irrevocable gifts and calling. (cf. Rom. 11:29)
The kerygma of the AHC announces that the divine plan of salvation has
entered the phase of the Apostasy of the Gentiles, prophesied by Our Lord and
St. Paul, and of which the Return of the Jews to the Holy Land is a corollary.
“Consider the primary aim of the group to be,
not the conversion of the Jews,
but the creation of a new Hebrew Catholic community life and spirit,
an alternative society to the old.”
A counsel from Elias Friedman, O.C.D.
“The mission of your association responds, in a most fitting way,
to the desire of the Church to respect fully
the distinct vocation and heritage of Israelites in the Catholic Church.”
Most Rev. Raymond L. Burke, Archbishop of St. Louis, May 2006
“Please be assured of my prayers for your efforts devoted to studying and calling
attention to the Jewish roots of our Catholic faith and for your work to help
Catholics of Jewish origin to find their place and role in the Church.”
Archbishop Robert Carlson, Archbishop of St. Louis, Sept. 2010
The Association of Hebrew Catholics is under the patronage of
Our Lady of the Miracle
(who in the Church of St. Andrea della Fratte in Rome,
on 20 January 1842, converted Alphonse Ratisbonne)
and
Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein)
Miriam, Our Lady of the Miracle, pray for us!
Saint Edith Stein, pray for us!

What They Have Said

“Lémann was aware that the top two nuclear signs of the times, the apostasy of the
Gentiles and the elevation of the Jewish status, were not taking place in a vacuum.
They were set in a constellation of eschatological tendencies, of which Lémann
singled out three for special mention.
“The first,” he wrote, “is the rapid movement which carries all beings, peoples and
things, towards a mysterious and irresistible end. The next important fact is the
encounter of all peoples at the same time. The third important fact is the rising tide
of persecution against Christians, lamentable, savage, and perfidious.

“Jean Guitton expressed a similar sentiment: ‘Increasing numbers have the impression that humanity is heading for a crisis, a final period, which will not only be the
end of a period, but the end of all time.’ ”
Jewish Identity, Elias Friedman OCD ©1987, The Miriam Press, pg. 140
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News and Notes

The sukkah was festooned with colored ribbons which
we dubbed “spirations of the Holy Spirit.”

About this issue

In this issue, we take a brief look at some current signs
of the times: (1) the statement, To Do the Will of Our
Father in Heaven, by a group of Orthodox Rabbis; (2)
the recent reflections, The Gifts and the Calling of God
are Irrevocable, by the Commission of the Holy See for
Religious Relations with the Jews; (3) a reference to the
witness of Orthodox Rabbi Ariel Cohen Alloro regarding
key doctrines of Catholicism; and (4) a discussion about
whether the AHC promotes Judaizing within the Church.
Signs (1), (2), and (3) point to what is emerging from
the Catholic Jewish dialogue. Sign (4), along with the next
installment of Channah BarDan’s The Bride, and Ken
Wilsker’s Havurot as Community, point to what is taking
place within the Church.
Finally, one of the major signs of our time, the great
apostasy of the Gentiles, continues apace within society
and the Church. Michael Sangervasi reminds us of the
remedy in an essay by our patron, St. Teresa Benedicta of
the Cross, entitled: On the Mystery of Christmas.

Our heavenly ushpizin
(guests) were welcomed and
represented by lists of Old and
New Testament saints hung
along the walls. Our Lord
Jesus was present since we
were more than two gathered!

Ken Wilsker’s Recovery continues

After recuperating at home following surgery and
numerous hospitalizations for a rare form of abdominal
cancer, Ken now takes some therapy two days per week
to strengthen his muscles and has returned to work 3 days
a week. He is feeling so much better, and his wife Flora is
so relieved, that they were able to publish and distribute
the latest AHC Havurah Newsletter, #12. Thanks be to
God! Thanks to you all for your prayers.

Sukkot in the Light of Christ

On October 2 and 3, we celebrated the Feast of Sukkot
in the light of Christ, with many members of our havurah
present. Our sukkah was a “klutz-proof sukkah kit” which
we erected on the back porch of the AHC Center.

Left to right: Barbara, Paula, Molly, Flora, Ken, David

David led the prayers and waved the four species in
keeping with Jewish tradition, now celebrated in the light
of Christ.
The prayers and readings will be posted to our website
for the use of others, before next Sukkot.

Chanukah & Advent

Lighting the candles of Chanukah coincided this year
with lighting the candles of Advent. Chanukah, the Feast
of Lights, helped to magnify the Advent preparations for
the Feast of the Light, the Lord Yeshua. As we celebrate
the religious freedom that Chanukah signifies, we pray that
Continued on page 16
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Letters / Emails
This is your column, your means to express your thoughts and
to communicate with our readers. We invite your comments and
views. We will attempt to publish all letters as received. However,
we reserve the right to edit letters because of excessive length,
personal comments, or inappropriate matter.
We honor all requests to not publish the letter writer’s name.
We will also withhold the writer’s name if we feel the contents
warrant it.

Remembering Fr. Friedman – AHC Founder

It seems like only yesterday, but it’s nearly forty years
since I first sat on the bench at Stella Maris Monastery in
Israel overlooking Haifa and the harbor with Father Elias
Friedman, our AHC Founder, who was also my spiritual
director. Memories of long ago are clear in concepts but
not always exact in words.
On one occasion when we were having a lively discussion on the bench, Father Elias commented to me that
“The ‘tribes’ have come home!” (Yes, I thought, G-d
indeed has called the Jews back to Israel as had been
promised.) “What an historical IMPOSSIBILITY!” Fr.
Elias exclaimed.
Some time ago, I encountered a saintly mystic who
shared with me an understanding that she received: “If G-d
is going to do something good, He starts with a difficulty.
But when G-d is going to do something unimaginable, He
begins with an IMPOSSIBILITY!”
From where we sat, looking into mystery, knowing full
well that our vision was dim, Father Elias mused: “It is
only when the Jews are finally cornered that the song of
the stones will be heard.” “Blessed is He who comes in
the name of the Lord!”
Forty years later, there have been reports that a rabbinic
mystic recently proclaimed to a gathering of Orthodox
Jews in Israel that they are indeed cornered. They prayed
for the Messiah to come in this dire hour. Only then was
I reminded of one of Father Elias’ maxims: “Read the
signs of the times.” It seems to me that the only solution
is the humble Virgin of Nazareth. To Jesus through Mary.
Father Elias was a theologian, an historian, a prophet,
a poet, a holy man of God totally committed to the work
God asked of him—to found the Association of Hebrew
Catholics—and to this task, he was faithful to his dying
day. He entered into Eternity on Friday, June 11, 1999,
Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
Sr. Anatoly, United States

Appreciation of a Cloistered Sister

Thank you so much for the summer issue of The Hebrew
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Catholic. I was very happy to see an article reviewing the
essentials of the thesis of Father Elias Friedman, OCD, our
founder. When I first became a member of the contemplative branch of the AHC, I thought it was proper for me to
acquaint myself with our founder’s writings. After reading
Jewish Identity, I had many questions to ask and would
have loved to have at my side an article that reviewed the
essentials of Father Friedman’s thinking. So I really appreciated being able to do so now.
Today I received a CD by Raymond Cardinal Burke:
Martyrdom for the Faith Today. Much to my delight, there
was also enclosed a letter to AHC contemplatives from
Sister Anatoly. I was just going to request a word from
her during this year dedicated to consecrated life! Where
does this cloistered nun get her tremendous apostolic spirit
for the ingrafting of the Jewish people? Well, in her letter of September 2014 and now again in this letter dated
September 2015, she mentions victimhood as a powerful
means to draw down grace for the Jewish people and our
whole aching world. I, too, believe that serious prayer and
long years of striving for God in the cloister or hermitage
will lead a person in that direction. It was fascinating to
hear Cardinal Burke develop so many ideas along the
same lines, such as (that) the essence of consecrated life is
self-immolation comparable to a genuine holocaust! May
the Lord look upon the lowliness of His handmaids and
do great things for them so that united with their Divine
Spouse, He may come to the help of His servant Israel,
remembering His mercy, the promise He made to Abraham
and His servants forever.
In the Holy One of Israel,
Ruth (a cloistered Sister), United States

A supreme work of the Almighty

Thank you for your letter…and for information included.
The whole idea of a Hebrew Catholic organization has to
be a supreme work of The Almighty. The whole idea is
enchanting, and thank you for your wonderful efforts in
gaining support and spreading the idea—the dream. I have
passed on your covering letter to friends and family…
and I have an especial friend who would like to receive
the same information you sent me…I also print a small
newsletter…My next issue will feature the AHC…The
AHC is included in my prayers…
Allan Choveaux, Australia

Appreciates Dr. Feingold’s Lectures

Thank you…for the inspiration we continue (to receive)
through your program and through Lawrence Feingold’s
lecture series. A true blessing.
Robert and Sylvia McKee, United States
I’ve been a long-time listener to Dr. Feingold’s lectures,
and I’d love to hear more from you guys!
Jonathan Stute, United States
The Hebrew Catholic, No. 98, Winter 2015

No contradiction, but pure fulfillment

Shalom esteemed Brothers and Sisters,
I am writing this letter since I have the firm desire to
affiliate as a member and AHC Contemplative (for lifetime
if possible).
I am a medical doctor living in Germany.
I was baptized in 1974 and raised in the Catholic faith. I
served as an altar boy/acolyte for more than 15 years during
my youth. Additionally, I acted as lay reader for about 5
years. But there is something “special” about my family
background. Something my community members didn’t
know because for security reasons we kept it as secret as
possible for all the years: My late grandmother was from
Sephardi descent and reminded us always to remember
and never forget our Jewish heritage. We even still today
address each other with our Hebrew names within the
family. She was also baptized as a child and strongly believed in our Savior Yeshua and his Mother Miryam the
Blessed Virgin. My wonderful grandmother was a very
pious woman strongly anchored in the Catholic Church,
frequently attending Mass, often peregrinating to various Holy Sites all over Europe and the Middle East, and
visiting the Holy See every year. During all those years,
she succeeded in preserving our Jewish roots as much as
possible. Since she encountered a lot of antisemitic sentiments during the Shoah, and clandestinely had been part
of an active Jewish resistance group together with my late
grandfather, she decided to pass her cultural and religious
knowledge on to my mother in secrecy, exclusively within
family boundaries. Fortunately, she survived those dark
years unharmed. My mother was baptized and raised in
the Catholic Faith as well, which my grandmother saw as
fulfillment and the complete form of the Jewish faith. But
there was something I only much later began to understand.
All prayers we prayed were recited either in German
(publicly) or in Hebrew (at home). But all these prayers
were not what I first thought, mere Jewish prayers, but
no, we learned to pray mainly, e.g. Our Father, Hail Mary,
the Creeds ... all important Catholic Prayers, in Hebrew!
We were honoring Shabbat as well as the Lord’s Day and
were used to celebrating all Catholic Holy Days as well as
most of the Jewish. We were conscious of Kashrut but only
partially kept it. The most important guideline for our faith
was always the Magisterium of the Catholic Church. For
our family, the Catholic Church was our spiritual home,
always strongly linked to our Jewish heritage. And I keep
it with the family traditions.
But the long way of my spiritual development wasn’t
that easy. I encountered some obstacles on my way to the
true Faith of my heart. For some years during my studies,
it suddenly appeared awkward to me to be a Jew in the
Catholic Church. I met a lot of Rabbinic as well as Messianic Jews, and they tried to give me some input and
understanding but left me somehow empty, and only after
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accidentally running into the AHC homepage recently, my
eyes suddenly were wide opened to the fact that I already
had learned everything concerning the complete faith. I
devoured the texts, and my heart made a jump! Now I
started to see that there was absolutely no contradiction but
instead pure fulfillment in the faith which was passed on
from my grandmother down to me through my mother. The
same faith I am currently teaching to my little son Jakob
together with my wonderful Catholic wife from Austria.
Reading about Hebrew Catholics made me realize that I
was reading about myself, about my family. I am filled
with gratefulness and pride, and I can say I have definitely
found my peace and spiritual home. This is the place within
the Church where I belong! Therefore I would be very
happy to be added to the list of AHC Contemplatives. But
I also would like to support the AHC in other ways. As
a first little step, I started to add AHC to Amazon Smile
to frequently contribute financially. Since I am the very
proud descendant of a quite devout family with a long
Hebrew Catholic tradition, I would like to support the
AHC wherever I can and be an active member of the AHC.
Additionally, I could offer you further assistance. Just let
me know whatsoever is most needed, and I’ll see what I
can do for you. I am currently looking for a small pocket
size Siddur including all Hebrew Catholic Prayers of my
childhood. If something like that should not be available
as yet, I would like to start a project with other interested
brothers and sisters to make such a Siddur come true one
day and support all Hebrew Catholics and other interested
persons in strengthening their prayer efforts and faith with
such a little book.
Furthermore, I would like to start a (family) Havurah
as a first step. Of course I would be grateful to contribute
financially to your efforts.
Thanks a lot for your magnificent work and support.
Best regards,
Ari Ben-Yisrael, M.D., Germany

Happy about the Footprints of God

May God reward you for the Fall issue of The Hebrew
Catholic. I was happy to see The Footprints of God advertised by Steve Ray. It is my wish to purchase some of
them this Christmas for our Scripture classes.
You might be interested to know that several other community sisters and myself are getting together once a week
to discuss Scripture, Hebrew, Greek, and the Jewish roots
of our faith. I guess you could call it a Poor Clare Havurah!
We remain united in prayer with you for the Synod on the
Family, and the return of the Judeo-Christian principles on
which our country was founded. Have a blessed Advent.
In Jesus,
Ruth
Continued on page 6
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Havurot as Community
Ken Wilsker

Ed. This article was taken from the last AHC Havurah Newsletter, which can be found at:
http://www.hebrewcatholic.net/ahc-havurah-newletter-vol-12-dec-2015/

I wanted to take some time to talk about the value of
building community as the Havurot get established around
the world. Recently, we have received some emails from
the AHC website to find out if there is a havurah in a
particular area. In almost every instance, the answer is
no. Then I encourage them to start one. It’s really easy,
and I refer them to the brochure we have at the website
and offer to assist them personally. So far, we have not
heard of any new havurot being established. I realize that
starting a group can be daunting, so we remain patient as
others are being led by the Holy Spirit to step out in faith
to start their own.
The value of being a part of the community of believers
is undeniable. I just finished reading “Forming Intentional
Disciples”, by Sherry Weddell. She observed that one of
the common reasons people leave the Roman Catholic
Church is due to feeling the lack of community. Even
though she is referring to the parish, this is also true for
Hebrew Catholics as we look to connect with our community. We are such a small minority that it is almost
impossible to connect locally, so we are forced to look for
others on the internet. This was true for me, and that is
how I found the AHC’s website and connected with David
Moss. The internet is a place to start, but the real power of
community comes when we are able to meet face to face
in our local community with other believers. This is why
we believe in the havurot movement.
I have been reflecting recently on the significance of
community. Yeshua started a community, a Church. In
contrast, He did not start out writing a book or a blog
which is how so much of our faith is spread in this day
and age. The concept of community sometimes gets lost in
our modern society where we put so much significance on
the written word. I would suggest that this originates out
of a more Protestant and modern mind set. Yeshua called
out from the people of Israel twelve Apostles with whom
He could spend time, forming them in union with Him,
in order to start a community of believers. This community would spread by attraction through the power of the
Holy Spirit in community. These Apostles spread the faith
by storytelling and action. Then, only as the community
grew did the written story develop. We would do well to
reconsider how vital and important our humble havurot
communities really are.
This faith of ours strengthens and spreads through community. Our havurot play an important role in this regard,
especially for Hebrew Catholics who often feel isolated in

6

the larger community. This is also true for those of you
who are not of Hebrew origin but who feel called to the
Jewish roots of our faith. It is fairly easy to start a havurah,
but it takes a bit of chutzpah (nerve, guts). All you need
are two or three people to start one. Flora and I have had
the privilege of starting two groups in two different cities.
You can do this, too. It does take someone or a couple to
be led by the Spirit to be the catalyst. Now is a great time
to be planning the start of a new havurah. You can plan to
have a Passover Seder in the Light of Christ, and from there
you can develop the interest for an ongoing havurah. The
AHC has the Haggadah as well as all the initial resources
you need to be successful.
Once the community is started, then we can build the
bonds of charity in the Holy Spirit. Then we grow our
community in numbers and love for Yeshua, Miriam, and
our Church. We can develop more about this aspect in our
next newsletter.
† † †

Letters

Continued from page 5

Now she can love both parents

I just wanted you to know that Marie Thérèse and I finally met last Friday. We spoke for nearly 2 hours. What
a wonderfully spiritual, kind, humble, and knowledgeable
lady. The more I heard and learnt about the Association,
the more I love the idea of being an integral member...
It was only when the….family heard about my heritage
did they mention the existence of your Association and
give me some old newsletters. As you know, that is when
things started to stir in me; maybe now I could be able to
“complete” my faith, or have the option of embracing both
religions rather than having to convert from one to the
other by ...renouncing part of my roots. It’s almost like I
have had to stop loving one parent so as to love the other.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you feel it’s
God’s Will to do so and if I can be of any help for the Association in.... southern Spain. In the meantime, I will be
subscribing to your quarterly newsletter and look forward
to hearing from you.
Love and prayers,
G. Margaret Gaggero, Spain

Prayer is more

Continue the good work. I am getting older but am with
you in prayers. I wish I could do more.
Much love, dear friends,
Madeleine Stebbins, United States
The Hebrew Catholic, No. 98, Winter 2015

President’s Memo
Shalom Chaverim,
I hope this issue finds you well and filled with joy in the
light of our Lord’s Nativity.
We live in an exciting time, a time of historic and momentous changes within secular, Jewish, and Christian
societies. From his reading of these changes – these signs
of the times, Elias Friedman, OCD became convinced that
we had entered a new phase of salvation history. The major
signs that Father identified included the growing apostasy
of the Gentiles, the return of the Jews to their ancient
homeland and to Jerusalem (see Luke 21:24), Vatican II, and
the large number of Jews coming to faith in Yeshua since
World War II.
It was in response to these signs that Fr. Friedman, along
with Andrew Sholl – a holocaust survivor, launched the
Association of Hebrew Catholics. Father believed that the
work of the AHC, within the Church, was important for
this new phase.
Fr. Friedman spoke about the AHC as an eschatological
apostolate. In Jewish Identity, he wrote:
“The eschatological approach takes its point of departure
in a reading of the signs of the times. It is oriented to the
collectivity, not to individuals. It focuses attention on the
status of the Jewish convert, who is envisaged as that part
of Jewry which has accepted the Law of Christ. It accepts
the transitional nature of Jewish identity in modern times. It
is conscious of the overpowering influence of divine providence in the process of the admission of Jewry to the faith. It
limits the human role to collaborating with the intentions of
providence. It is aware that the action of the divine in history
is the source of an inexhaustible, messianic spirituality, ready
to wait patiently on the sidelines, or to act with promptitude,
as the occasion may require. It is, finally, sensitive to Jewish
objections against the Christian mission, but also to the extent
to which the Jew is responding to the pressure of a loving
providence.” (pg 169)

As we head full steam towards the eschaton, we are
observing many new signs that seem to confirm Fr Friedman’s basic readings. Recently, on December 3, a group
of more than 25 Orthodox Rabbis from Israel and around
the world issued a statement entitled: To Do the Will of Our
Father in Heaven. Additional Rabbis have since signed this
statement. We have included this statement in this issue of
The Hebrew Catholic. In the statement, the Rabbis write:
“... we acknowledge that Christianity is neither an accident
nor an error, but the willed divine outcome and gift to the
nations.”

The Rabbis also state that Jesus “strengthened the Torah
majestically” and issued the call to embrace Christians as
“brothers and sisters.”
7

Seven days later, the Commission of the Holy
See for Religious Relations with the Jews produced a reflection entitled: The Gifts and Calling
of God are Irrevocable, which may be found here:
http://tinyurl.com/zzfhxq7
In the reflection, the Commission states:
“The Church is the definitive and unsurpassable
locus of the salvific action of God. This however
does not mean that Israel as the people of God has
been repudiated or has lost its mission (cf. Nostra
Aetate, No.4). The New Covenant for Christians
is therefore neither the annulment nor the replacement, but the fulfilment of the promises of the Old
Covenant.”

While the statement of the Rabbis and the reflections of the Commission may include some ambiguous language or some ideas that raise legitimate
questions, we must remind ourselves that these
documents reflect the ongoing dialogue between
authorized Catholic and Jewish representatives.
Nonetheless, these documents contain profound
ideas. We may be witnessing the development
of understanding and doctrine with regard to the
role of the Jewish people after the first coming of
Messiah. In addition to that development, there is
also progress, progress as Fr. Friedman wrote, “...
oriented to the collectivity ....” The collectivities
would be the People of God of both the Old and
New Testaments.
Additionally, in the atmosphere created by Vatican II, the veils over the hearts and minds of individual Jews and Christians are also being lifted.
By way of example, consider that Orthodox
Rabbi Ariel Cohen Alloro from Israel confirms
and teaches that the Trinity, the Virgin birth,
and the Cross are all Jewish. You may view
the Rabbi with a Hebrew Roots interviewer at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UeXcOC5-VHA

All that is taking place, at the levels of the collective and of the individual, provides support
for the work of the AHC: Hebrew Catholics are
increasingly encouraged to preserve their identity
and traditions, and all Catholics are better able to
understand the Jewish heritage of their faith.
Love has come, hope is born! May our collaboration in the work of the AHC be in accord
with our Lord’s will. May our efforts hasten the
day when all Israel shall proclaim: Blessed is He
who comes in the Name of the Lord!
We thank you all for your prayers and support.
Wishing you every Christmas blessing throughout
the new year, we are yours
In the hearts of Yeshua, Miriam, and St. Teresa
Benedicta of the Cross,
The Hebrew Catholic, No. 98, Winter 2015

Stories From the Diaspora
Ed. The following is from an unpublished manuscript, copyright
1/1/2012. The first three installments of this manuscript were
included in issues 95 – 97 of The Hebrew Catholic. Printed with
permission. All Rights are Reserved to the Author.

The Bride

One Woman’s Walk
Through Judaism and Catholicism:
The Sabbath, Marriage, Mass,
and the World to Come
by Channah BarDan

Chapter 3 :
The Light of Shabbat

The Lord is my light and my salvation.

Psalm 27
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
Was with G-d; and the Word was G-d.
He was in the Beginning With G-d. All things were made
through him, and without him,
Was made nothing that has been made.
In him was life, and the Life was the light of men.
And the light shines in the darkness;
And the darkness grasped it not.

and death entered. Millennia later, a young, Jewish virgin,
Mary, said yes to G-d. And through her fiat, at that very
moment, the Ruach HaKodesh,  רוח הקודש,the Holy Spirit,
overshadows her. Divine light once again enters the world
in the physical form of a baby in her womb. It is Mary,
the woman, who brings back the light of salvation to
mankind. (This idea would be tantamount to blasphemy in
Jewish eyes, and possibly quite radical in the greater Messianic Jewish community). The Catechism of the Catholic
Church, §494, further expounds on this with, “The knot
of Eve’s disobedience was untied by Mary’s obedience:
what … Eve bound through her disbelief, Mary loosened
by her faith.”
The first words of the Gospel of John proclaim, “The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness grasped it
not …this was the true light that enlightens every man who
comes into the world. He was in the world, and the world
was made through him, and the world knew him not. He
came unto his own, but his own received him not.” This
light is Yeshua, Jesus, the divine Son of the Father made
present to the world through the love of the Holy Spirit
and the obedience of Mary. He came first to Israel as the

John 1:1-5

As the Sabbath Bride is ushered in with song, the mother
of the household is called upon to perform the one liturgical role in Judaism especially reserved for a woman. She
recites the blessing over and lights the two white Sabbath
candles just before the last rays of sunlight fade from the
horizon. The Jewish Momma bentsching licht,1 or calling
in the light of Shabbos, is one of the timeless symbols of
Judaism.
As a child, I always used to ask why it was the role of
the woman to bring in the Sabbath by lighting the candles.
And more often than not, I got the reply, “Tradition!”, as
if Tevye, the milkman in Fiddler on the Roof, answered
me himself. However, it is much more than tradition. It is
even more than an honorary position for the guardian of
the home and the preparer of the Sabbath. All things are
done for a reason, and all that we pray and do liturgically
points to fulfillment in Jesus, Yeshua, ישוע.
Through a woman’s disobedience to G-d, through Eve,
the light of G-d left the world in the Garden of Eden. Sin
1. Yiddish term for the blessing of the Shabbat candles
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suffering servant to bring perfect atonement for the sins
of mankind, and then to all the nations. He is our light, the
long-awaited Messiah.
It is an interesting parallel that in the Catholic Church,
the long period of Lent, during which the Church prepares
with repentance and waits with longing for the Easter
season to begin, is broken with the kindling of a bonfire.
The freshly made Paschal candle is lit from from the
bonfire by the priest. The priest dips the Paschal candle
into the newly-filled pool of water. This sanctifies the
water which will then be used to baptize new believers
in Christ. The holy flame is carried into the dark, hushed,
yet expectant church. From this one flame, each smaller
candle, held by every member of the congregation, is lit.
The priest chants the beautiful Latin, Lumen Christi, Light
of Christ. The congregation answers with the refrain, Deo
Gratias, Thanks be to G-d, as the light spreads from the
back throughout the entire church, bathing it in holy light.
It is New Light coming to a world in darkness. On Shabbat morning at synagogue, we sing a song about the time
when this Or Chadash, עור חדשׁ, this New Light, will come.
As the Jewish Sabbath begins, the woman of the house
closes her eyes and circles her hands above the tapers three
times (could this possibly signify G-d the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit?), drawing the light into herself. She
prays first in Hebrew, then in English:
ברוך אתה יי אלוהינו מלך העןלם
אשר קדשנו במצותיו וצונו
להדליק נר של שבת.
(Baruch Atah Adonai, Elohenu melech ha-olam,
asher kiddshanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivannu
l’hadlik ner shel Shabbat.)
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, our G-d, King of the universe,
who has commanded us
to kindle the Shabbat lights.
May the Lord bless us with Shabbat peace.
May the Lord bless us with Shabbat joy.
May the Lord bless us with Shabbat holiness. Amen.

Light is symbolic of the divine. “The Lord is my light
and my salvation” is from Psalm 27, which is often recited
during the Sabbath. Light symbolizes the divine presence
in man. Isaiah 60 proclaims, “Arise, shine, for your light
has come.” And when we have that divine light through
Yeshua in us, we are to be the light of the world shining
before men. Light is the symbol of the divine law. “Thy
word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path”
(Psalm 119:105). The light of the Torah, the law, and of all
Scripture gives illumination or spiritual understanding
into the great mysteries of G-d. Psalm 119, verse 130
states, “The entrance of Thy words giveth light; it giveth
understanding unto the simple.” Light and radiance, both
physical and spiritual, come when we enter into the service
of G-d through prayer and meditation, through participation in the divine drama of the Sabbath, and through the
9

Sacraments, especially the Mass. We become enlightened:
G-d’s holiness shines from our very being as we remain
through Him, with Him, and most importantly, in Him.
When the flame of Shabbat is kindled in our homes and
in our hearts, it is as if the very light of G-d enters, dispelling the darkness. When G-d first separates light from
darkness in chapter 1 of Genesis, it was not the light that
shined forth from the sun or stars or was reflected from
the moon. I believe this was the light of love that burst
forth in Yeshua from the heart of G-d. According to the
rabbis of old, this was, in Hebrew, or ayn sof, אור ען סוף, a
hidden light, (literally, light with no end), concealed from
man – a mystery. It will appear to G-d-fearing man in the
shekinah, שכינה, the glory of heaven. As it is stated in the
Revelation to St. John, “The (heavenly) city has no need
of the sun or the moon to shine upon it. For the glory of
G-d lights it up, and the Lamb is the lamp thereof. And the
nations shall walk by the light thereof.” In the Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church of Vatican II, Lumen Gentium,
it is stated: “It is this holy city that is seen by John as it
comes down out of heaven from G-d when the world is
made anew, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband”
(Apoc. 21:1). Thus the Sabbath flame foretells not only the
Messiah to come, but the entire Messianic Age as He reigns
in the age to come.
From its divine inception, Judaism is a Messianic religion. Its whole nature hinges on the promise of a longawaited Messiah who will deliver the person individually
and the nation of Israel corporately. He will lead the world
into a time of peace when all of creation will worship
G-d in spirit and truth. For observant Jewish people, the
Shabbos is a foretaste of heaven, the HaOlam Haba, the
world to come. As the six days of work culminate in the
celebration of Shabbos, so too, six millennia of our labor
on earth shall culminate in the reign of Mashiach, Messiah
(Talmud, Berachot 57b, Nachmanides on Genesis 1). It
is interesting to note that the Hebrew calendar is now in
the year 5775, which is the approximate time from the
creation of the world. For now, a form of this light enters
the home each Sabbath. Just as the Genesis account of
creation begins with the command, “Let there be light,”
the Sabbath begins with a divine commandment to kindle
the Sabbath lights.
Following the bentsching licht, blessing of the light, the
father extends familial blessings, first over the sons – May
you grow up to be like Manasseh and Ephraim – and then
to the daughters – May you be like Rebecca, like Rachel,
like Ruth, and like Esther. Over both, he prays, May the
Lord bless you and keep you. May His countenance shine
over you. May He bless you always with shalom, peace.
For the past 4000 years, since the days of the Patriarchs, it
is customary for the father to bless the children. It is a way
to pass on his noblest dreams and spiritual aspirations to
Continued on page 16
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To Do the Will of Our Father in Heaven

Toward a Partnership between Jews and Christians, December 3, 2015
Ed. The following introductory statement of Dec. 7, 2015 is
found at: http://cjcuc.com/site/2015/12/07/groundbreakingorthodox-rabbinic-statement-on-christianity/

Groundbreaking Orthodox Rabbinic
Statement on Christianity December 7, 2015

For the first time since the Second Vatican Council
changed Christian teachings toward Judaism and the Jewish people 50 years ago, a group of Orthodox rabbis have
issued a public statement advocating partnership with
Christians and appreciating the religious value of Christianity. Published on the website of the Center for JewishChristian Understanding and Cooperation (CJCUC) in
Israel, “To Do the Will of Our Father in Heaven: Toward
a Partnership between Jews and Christians” is signed by
over 25 prominent Orthodox rabbis in Israel, United States
and Europe and calls for cooperation between Jews and
Christians to address the moral and religious challenges of
our times. The proclamation’s authors are inviting fellow
Orthodox rabbis to join in signing the statement.
“The real importance of this Orthodox statement is
that it calls for fraternal partnership between Jewish and
Christian religious leaders, while also acknowledging
the positive theological status of the Christian faith. Jews
and Christians must be in the forefront of teaching basic
moral values to the world,” said Rabbi Shlomo Riskin,
one of the statement’s initiators, and founder of CJCUC,
member of the Israeli Rabbinate and the Chief Rabbi of
Efrat. While not a direct response to the Church’s 1965
Nostra Aetate, To Do the Will of Our Father in Heaven
was clearly influenced by Christianity’s new affirmation
of the eternity of the Jewish covenant and the respect that
Christian leaders have demonstrated toward Judaism and
Jews in contemporary dialogues and religious encounters.
“Jewish thinkers have previously crafted statements
like Dabru Emet in 2000 on Jewish-Christian relations
and theology, but few Orthodox rabbis could go along
with those theological and practical claims in light of their
understanding of Jewish tradition. This proclamation’s
breakthrough is that influential Orthodox rabbis across
all centers of Jewish life have finally acknowledged that
Christianity and Judaism are no longer engaged in a theological duel to the death and that Christianity and Judaism
have much in common spiritually and practically. Given
our toxic history, this is unprecedented in Orthodoxy,” said
Rabbi Dr. Eugene Korn, Academic Director of CJCUC.
The statement cites traditional opinions by past rabbinic authorities to justify partnership with Christians and
religious appreciation of Christianity. “We understand
that there is room in traditional Judaism to see Christian10

ity as part of God’s covenantal plan for humanity, as a
development out of Judaism that was willed by God,”
said Rabbi Irving Greenberg, perhaps the most active
Orthodox theologian in Jewish-Christian dialogue and
covenantal theology. Another of the statement’s initiators,
Jerusalem’s Rabbi David Rosen, International Director of
Interreligious Affairs of the American Jewish Committee,
added, “We need to work together to meet our common
challenges: the assault of radical secularism, religious extremism and moral relativism on the heritage and dignity
of humankind.”
Questions about the statement should be directed to
Rabbis David Rosen (rosend@ajc.org/02 625 5281) and
Shlomo Riskin (micky@ohrtorahstone.org.il/02 548 8445)
in Israel, Eugene Korn (201 282 8082/ebkorn@gmail.com)
and Irving Greenberg (ygreenberg8@gmail.com/718 548
4212) in USA and Joshua Ahrens (jjbahrens@gmx.de/+49
172 587 3556 in Europe.
The following is the actual Statement of Dec. 3, 2015, along
with the initial and updated list of Rabbis involved, and can
be found at: http://cjcuc.com/site/2015/12/03/orthodox-rabbinic-statement-on-christianity/

To Do the Will of Our Father in Heaven:
Toward a Partnership between Jews and
Christians, December 3, 2015

After nearly two millennia of mutual hostility and
alienation, we Orthodox Rabbis who lead communities,
institutions and seminaries in Israel, the United States and
Europe recognize the historic opportunity now before us.
We seek to do the will of our Father in Heaven by accepting the hand offered to us by our Christian brothers and
sisters. Jews and Christians must work together as partners
to address the moral challenges of our era.
1. The Shoah ended 70 years ago. It was the warped
climax to centuries of disrespect, oppression and rejection
of Jews and the consequent enmity that developed between
Jews and Christians. In retrospect it is clear that the failure
to break through this contempt and engage in constructive
dialogue for the good of humankind weakened resistance
to evil forces of anti-Semitism that engulfed the world in
murder and genocide.
2. We recognize that since the Second Vatican Council
the official teachings of the Catholic Church about Judaism have changed fundamentally and irrevocably. The
promulgation of Nostra Aetate fifty years ago started the
process of reconciliation between our two communities.
Nostra Aetate and the later official Church documents it
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inspired unequivocally reject any form of anti-Semitism,
affirm the eternal Covenant between G-d and the Jewish
people, reject deicide and stress the unique relationship
between Christians and Jews, who were called “our elder
brothers” by Pope John Paul II and “our fathers in faith”
by Pope Benedict XVI. On this basis, Catholics and other
Christian officials started an honest dialogue with Jews
that has grown during the last five decades. We appreciate
the Church’s affirmation of Israel’s unique place in sacred
history and the ultimate world redemption. Today Jews
have experienced sincere love and respect from many
Christians that have been expressed in many dialogue
initiatives, meetings and conferences around the world.
3. As did Maimonides and Yehudah Halevi,[1] we
acknowledge that Christianity is neither an accident nor
an error, but the willed divine outcome and gift to the nations. In separating Judaism and Christianity, G-d willed
a separation between partners with significant theological
differences, not a separation between enemies. Rabbi Jacob
Emden wrote that “Jesus brought a double goodness to the
world. On the one hand he strengthened the Torah of Moses
majestically… and not one of our Sages spoke out more
emphatically concerning the immutability of the Torah.
On the other hand he removed idols from the nations and
obligated them in the seven commandments of Noah so
that they would not behave like animals of the field, and
instilled them firmly with moral traits…..Christians are
congregations that work for the sake of heaven who are
destined to endure, whose intent is for the sake of heaven
and whose reward will not denied.”[2] Rabbi Samson
Raphael Hirsch taught us that Christians “have accepted
the Jewish Bible of the Old Testament as a book of Divine
revelation. They profess their belief in the G-d of Heaven
and Earth as proclaimed in the Bible and they acknowledge
the sovereignty of Divine Providence.”[3] Now that the
Catholic Church has acknowledged the eternal Covenant
between G-d and Israel, we Jews can acknowledge the
ongoing constructive validity of Christianity as our partner
in world redemption, without any fear that this will be
exploited for missionary purposes. As stated by the Chief
Rabbinate of Israel’s Bilateral Commission with the Holy
See under the leadership of Rabbi Shear Yashuv Cohen,
“We are no longer enemies, but unequivocal partners in
articulating the essential moral values for the survival and
welfare of humanity”.[4] Neither of us can achieve G-d’s
mission in this world alone.
4. Both Jews and Christians have a common covenantal
mission to perfect the world under the sovereignty of the
Almighty, so that all humanity will call on His name and
abominations will be removed from the earth. We understand the hesitation of both sides to affirm this truth and
we call on our communities to overcome these fears in
order to establish a relationship of trust and respect. Rabbi
Hirsch also taught that the Talmud puts Christians “with
regard to the duties between man and man on exactly the
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same level as Jews. They have a claim to the benefit of
all the duties not only of justice but also of active human
brotherly love.” In the past relations between Christians
and Jews were often seen through the adversarial relationship of Esau and Jacob, yet Rabbi Naftali Zvi Berliner
(Netziv) already understood at the end of the 19th century
that Jews and Christians are destined by G-d to be loving
partners: “In the future when the children of Esau are
moved by pure spirit to recognize the people of Israel and
their virtues, then we will also be moved to recognize that
Esau is our brother.”[5]
5. We Jews and Christians have more in common than
what divides us: the ethical monotheism of Abraham; the
relationship with the One Creator of Heaven and Earth,
Who loves and cares for all of us; Jewish Sacred Scriptures; a belief in a binding tradition; and the values of life,
family, compassionate righteousness, justice, inalienable
freedom, universal love and ultimate world peace. Rabbi
Moses Rivkis (Be’er Hagoleh) confirms this and wrote
that “the Sages made reference only to the idolator of their
day who did not believe in the creation of the world, the
Exodus, G-d’s miraculous deeds and the divinely given
law. In contrast, the people among whom we are scattered
believe in all these essentials of religion.”[6]
6. Our partnership in no way minimizes the ongoing
differences between the two communities and two religions. We believe that G-d employs many messengers to
reveal His truth, while we affirm the fundamental ethical
obligations that all people have before G-d that Judaism
has always taught through the universal Noahide covenant.
7. In imitating G-d, Jews and Christians must offer models of service, unconditional love and holiness. We are all
created in G-d’s Holy Image, and Jews and Christians will
remain dedicated to the Covenant by playing an active role
together in redeeming the world.

Statement Sources

[1] Mishneh Torah, Laws of Kings 11:4 (uncensored edition); Kuzari,
section 4:22
[2] Seder Olam Rabbah 35-37; Sefer ha-Shimush 15-17.
[3] Principles of Education, “Talmudic Judaism and Society,” 225-227.
[4] Fourth meeting of the Bilateral Commission of the Chief Rabbinate
of Israel and the Holy See’s Commission for Religious Relations with
Jewry, Grottaferrata, Italy (19 October 2004).
[5] Commentary on Genesis 33:4.
[6] Gloss on Shulhan Arukh, Hoshen Mishpat, Section 425:5.
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On the Mystery of Christmas from Edith Stein
by Michael Sangervasi

Ed. The following article is reprinted with permission from
the website at: http://intellectualcharity.org/2012/12/23/
edith-stein-on-the-mystery-of-christmas/

Edith Stein, the philosopher, nun and saint, recommends
in her essay “The Mystery of Christmas” in a spiritual yet
practical way that it would be good to live our daily life
with a constant awareness of the awesomeness of the true
meaning of Christmas, as found in the book Writings of
Edith Stein (Trans. Hilda Graef. Peter Owen Limited: London. 1956).
She says, “We have time for so many useless things: we
read senseless rubbish in books, periodicals and newspapers, sit in cafes and chat for a quarter or half an hour in
the street. All these are distractions by which one wastes
time and strength.”(p.29) It seems that her point here is not
that socializing is bad at all, but that people who claim not
to have time to contemplate God in their life, freely spend
their time in other ways. She continues, “Should it really be
impossible to save an hour in the morning in which one is
not distracted but recollected, in which one does not spend
oneself but gathers strength sufficient to carry one through
the whole day?”(p.29) Socrates said the unexamined life
is not worth living, and we can think here, what better
way to make one’s life worth living but by spending time
daily examining it in communication with God? She says,
“Thus, being a child of God means to become small and
at the same time to become great…The sacrifice of the
Mass impresses on us time and again the central mystery
of faith, the pivot of the world’s history, the mystery of the
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Incarnation and Redemption…The Christian mysteries are
an indivisible whole… If we become immersed in one, we
are led to all the others… from the crib to the Cross.”(p.31)
The mystery of the Incarnation is the central mystery that
gives meaning to our lives: God is in us.
Stein expands on the mystery of the Incarnation saying, “If God is in us, and if He is love, then it cannot be
otherwise than that we love the [our] brethren. Therefore
our love of men is the measure of our love of God.”(p.29)
Man is not the measure of all things, as Protagoras said,
but rather what Stein is saying here is that God’s love is the
true measure of all things, and our love for God is judged
by our love for all people, including unborn persons. She
distinguishes between natural love and Christian love saying, “But it [God’s love] is different from the natural love
of men. The natural love is given to this or that person
who is united to us by a blood relationship or is near to
us because our characters are akin or we have common
interests.” (p.25) In other words, we often put limits on our
love, we naturally tend toward the persons whom we prefer
for whatever preference we may have. Stein compares this
to how we might sometimes act, saying, “The others are
‘strangers’ who do not concern us, whose character we
may even loathe, so that we keep them as much as possible
at a distance. For the Christian there is no stranger.”(p.25)
During Christmas, the Christian remembers the radical
love to which he is called: to be concerned for all persons
daily. Stein continues, “Whoever is near us and needing
us most is our ‘neighbour’; it does not matter whether he
is related to us or not, whether we like him or not, whether
he is morally worthy of our help or not. The love of Christ
knows no limits.”(p.25) Human natural love puts up limits,
whereas God’s love is unlimited. Stein says, “It never ends,
it does not shrink from ugliness and filth. He came for sinners not for the just. And if the love of Christ is in us, we
shall do as He did and seek the lost sheep.”(p.26) We are
the lost sheep every time we fail to love God as we should,
which is why we needed the Incarnation. Stein gives us
hope saying, “If we place our hands into the hands of the
divine Child, if we say our Yes to His ‘Follow Me’, then
we are His, and the way is free for His divine Life to flow
into us. This is the beginning of eternal life in us.”(p.24) We
should try to have appreciation, gratitude, for all things in
this life whether good or “bad;” they are all Providential
and for our eternal benefit, if we try to love like God to the
best of our ability all of the time. Stein says, if we do this,
“It is not yet the beatific vision in the light of glory; it is
still the darkness of faith; but it is no longer of this world;
it means living in the kingdom of God.”(p.24)
Continued on page 16
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Does the AHC Judaize?
Ed. There are those of Catholic faith who have accused the AHC
of “Judaizing.” Although the term is rarely defined, it usually
seems to mean that we enable, or even encourage, Hebrew
Catholics to celebrate the traditions of their heritage. In some
cases, we are even accused of committing mortal sin.
In 1756 AD, in an encyclical entitled “Ex Quo”, Pope Benedict
XIV stated: “... it cannot be absolutely asserted that the man
judaizes who does something in the Church which corresponds
to the ceremonies of the old Law.” Since our Jewish traditions
are voluntarily celebrated in the “light of Christ,” they become
transformed in Christ into devotional celebrations of the rich
heritage of all Catholics.
The following exchange was taken from the Facebook
group of the Association of Hebrew Catholics. If you
wish to participate in this group, request membership at:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AssociationOfHebrewCatholics/

John Gallagher: I am afraid that I must bid this group
good-bye. I do not want to, but I feel compelled by the
disquiet in my spirit. Some of the members of this group
appear to be what the NT calls Judaizers. Let me explain
to those who may not know the term. It means Jewish
Christians who maintain that the laws of Judaism must be
kept by Christians. While most of you do not appear to be
of such a bent, some of the comments appear strongly in
that direction. I realize all of you are searching for God,
and you have found him in Jesus Christ. Knowing the
practice of Judaism does in fact shed light on Catholic
liturgy and worship, I would love to learn more about Judaism. Many kind Jews have welcomed me here, I being a
cradle-Catholic who recently came to grips with his Jewish
ancestral lineage. I encourage all of you to be faithful to
the Holy Roman Catholic Church founded on the rock,
Peter, a Jewish Christian, and to look at the way Peter
acted in Acts, and to read his epistles, or Paul’s, another
Jewish Christian. (No doubt, you’re thinking, “Jesus is a
Jew.”) People of God, there is a New Covenant. I don’t
want you to give up your identity as Jews, (and I do not
intend to give up mine) but if you’re going to join the
Church, don’t look back. When I say “don’t look back,”
I mean don’t hold onto the worship of the Old Covenant.
Again, there is a New Covenant. I know a good many of
you know exactly where I come from, and rightly think
that you don’t need to be told this.
To boil it down, being a member of this Facebook group
disquiets my spirit. I have been advised by a Jesuit priest
that this is an indication that I must part from it. I admit
that I could be making a mistake. I do welcome fellowship, the chance to share the Faith, and the opportunity
to encourage others. So let me say, and conclude, forge
ahead, run the race with the goal in mind: to save souls,
for the greater glory of God.
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Andrea Molle Montanari: I wish you all the best, I am
sure you will find what you are looking for!
John Gallagher: Let me add that a very dear friend of
mine is a old Jesuit priest who happens to have a Jewish
mother, as I do. It is not something we discuss openly
very often. Perhaps this is a tragedy. But isn’t it this way
for all Jews?
Mark Joseph Neugebauer: Hi John, The term “Judaizers” does not appear in the NT.
Lindsay Michelle Moss: That is not what the organization is about, I know the President of the organization. But
you can’t control what people post in comments.
John Gallagher: Thank you Lindsay Michelle Moss for
your comment. We must conclude that this is the nature of
Facebook, a sign of the frail human nature we all share.
I wish this group the best in its goals. I know for a fact
there’s nothing wrong with a Hebrew Catholic, as all the
apostles were such.
David Moss: John, in mentioning your friend, a Jesuit
priest with a Jewish mother, you said that you don’t discuss
your Jewish heritage or identity very often. You then asked:
Isn’t it this way for all Jews?
I would respond, Not any more. And yes – it has been
that way for most Jews for almost 1700 years until the
Holocaust, then the formation of the state of Israel, and
finally, Vatican II.
Understanding that God does not go back on his promises, and that the gifts and calling of God to the People
Israel remain – even in the New Covenant, as St. Paul
states in Romans – what aspect of our gifts and calling do
you put into the category of Judaizing?
You can’t be any more orthodox in your Catholic faith
than Raymond Cardinal Burke, now an advisor to the AHC.
You ought to look at my interview with Cardinal Burke,
which can be viewed here:
http://www.hebrewcatholic.net/ahc-interview-with-archbishopraymond-l-burke-1-of/

David Moss: John, you can also read our booklet, You
Shall Be My Witnesses, which includes this interview along
with a number of other articles describing the calling of the
People Israel and the work of the AHC. It can be purchased
from our web store or read online at no cost here:
http://www.hebrewcatholic.net/.../YouShallBeMyWitnesses.pdf

Ken Wilsker: John, one of the main reasons for the
Association is to assist those of us with Jewish/Hebrew
heritage to live out our unique calling in the Church. As
David Moss points out, for the last 17 or 18 centuries,
it has been impossible for us to live out our God-given
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identities without the accusation of Judaizing. We live
out our Jewish identity by doing everything in the light
of Christ and without requiring any of the Old Covenant
as a condition for our salvation for either Jew or Gentile.
We cannot speak for everyone on this Facebook group,
but clearly if you read the materials of the Association
recommended by David Moss, this will be clear to you. It
would be good for your Priest friend to read as well. No
matter what you decide to do, we wish you all of God’s
best as you move forward.
John Gallagher: Thank you to David Moss and Ken
Wilsker for their comments. Honestly, I do not know as
much about AHC as I should. That the call of Israel is
irrevocable and that the Hebrew people can be a vital
witness to the Messiah, I have no doubt. In perusing the
AHC website recently, I read something about (I seem to
recall) the sanctification of people by God. Also I read (I
think) that the Hebrew word for “sanctify” is the same
word for marriage. We know from the OT that God is in
a marriage with His people Israel, and also in the NT that
Jesus is the Bridegroom. My point here is that the matters
raised by the AHC in its newsletter are quite beneficial,
and so therefore the AHC is doing good work. Mea culpa
for implying that AHC is full of Judaizers. But I must assert that some have advocated unorthodox practices, from
a Catholic perspective, in their posts. I understand their
wanting to hold onto a seemingly holy practice. I will go
on to say, perhaps too boldly, that we can learn from Jewish
practice, and so improve Catholic worship. Yet this must
be under the direction of the magisterium, Cardinal Burke
obviously included. I have decided to remain in AHC, as I
realize that this group does follow Jesus, as I do, and sees
him from a perspective that I can only imagine.
As for my dear Jesuit friend who is advanced in age,
he and I are perhaps cowards for not being openly Jewish
all the time. But you must remember that many (in fact
nearly all) in my family denied Jewishness, except my
mother’s mother on her deathbed. The Jesuit would have
been denied entrance into the Society, in his day, had he
declared his heritage.
I hope you will pardon me if I ramble, but it has been
said that anti-Catholicism is the only acceptable prejudice.
David said that since the Holocaust and Vatican II, things
are better for Jews than in 1700 years. I agree with AHC
that Jewish Christians can and should be a stalwart witness
to the Messiah. And so I remain.
Anthony P: The desire for Catholics of Jewish heritage
to maintain Jewish Identity is not of itself “Judaizing” but
is a desire to be who G-d created us to be and to serve
Yeshua and Love HaShem.
John Gallagher: It was partly a post about some Jewish
practice (the Hebrew word is unknown to me) that someone thought should be performed at Mass which elicited
the word “Judaizer” from me. I want Jews to maintain their
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identity, yet I also want us to remember that all, Jew and
Gentile, women and men, are one in Christ.
Leonard Nugent: It’s good to remember that Paul circumcised Timothy.
Ken Wilsker: John, it is good that you remain with us.
We are sharper when we talk issues out. This is a place
where we can ask questions and bring up subjects that are
impossible to talk about elsewhere. Sometimes there is
theological misunderstanding, and there is need for some
correction, but David Moss, myself, and others are here
to help. We are happy you are with us.
Maria Resio Walsh: Hi John, I am a cradle Catholic
and not Jewish. I have been involved with AHC for several
years, read their newsletters, listened to Dr. Feingold’s
lecture series, and joined their Facebook page. I can attest that they are “orthodox” Catholic (Cardinal Burke is
their advisor, and it doesn’t get much more orthodox than
that), and I have never felt that they were “Judaizing” in
any way. In fact, I have learned so much about the Jewish
roots of Catholicism from my Hebrew Catholic brothers
in Christ that I have “returned” to the Church in a very
active way after a long period of “slumber” or “lukewarmness” or whatever you want to call it. I’m glad that you
decided to stay.
Mark Joseph Neugebauer: John, thanks for your
honesty and frankness. God bless you as you search more
deeply His vocation for you.
Hector Alejandro Santana: This post has caused me
to wonder about something ... Whether or not the Early
Jewish Catholic Christians saw a certain danger or threat
by the rising number of Gentile converts ... when the Gentiles became 51% of the Church population and the Jews
49%. I wonder if the Jews sought to DEFINE if they had a
particular or unique vocation as Jews within the Universal
Church or not. Something to research.
David Moss: Hector, the early Hebrew Catholics had to
come to an understanding of what it meant for the Gentiles
to be joined to them in becoming disciples of the Jewish
Messiah.
Then in the following years, many of the Church fathers
and the non-Christian Jewish community entered into a
period of polemics, in which each argued that their community was following the will of God and the other wasn’t.
These polemics formed a popular theology that took
hold of many in the Church, a theology that was called
“Replacement Theology,” that is, that the Church replaced
the People Israel in the will of God.
Thus, as Jews continued to discover their Messiah and
enter His Church during the last 1700-1800 years, they
were immediately formed into an understanding that God’s
election of this people essentially ended with the coming
of Jesus, and that the Church replaced the “People of the
election” in salvation history.
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Today, the Church puts forth the teaching of St. Paul
in Romans that God does not go back on His promises
and that the gifts and the calling of the People Israel are
irrevocable.
Hector Alejandro Santana:To John Gallagher, I would
just say, Don’t worry about what others are doing so much.
But try to focus on your own avoidance of the sin of Judaizing and your own pursuit of orthodox Catholicism.
John Gallagher: Hector, forgive me if I seemed too
moralistic. I was troubled but seem past that on the main.
I hope to discover more of the riches of Judaism so as to
understand the Faith better.
David Moss: Hector, “Judaizing” was the error that the
first Jewish Christians held for awhile when they thought
that the Gentiles needed to be circumcised and were then
obligated to follow the laws of Moses in order to be baptized and become disciples of Jesus.
The Council of Jerusalem settled that issue (see Acts
15), and the obligation to follow the Mosaic Law was not
considered obligatory for Gentiles who were baptized.
Unfortunately, the term “Judaizing” has been applied
to Jews who wish to continue practicing some of their
traditions after they were baptized and entered the Church.
But the practice of these traditions by Catholics, whether
of Jewish origin or not, can only make sense if they take
place in the light of Christ. It is Christ who fulfills many
of these traditions, so there can be no legitimate concern
that a faithful Hebrew Catholic is guilty of “Judaizing”.
מרים מארבאלה: My sentiments likewise. And I am coming from Catholicism and am a very happy Catholic at that.
Leonard Nugent: Now there’s the danger of Gentileizing.
Hector Alejandro Santana: What is that?
מרים מארבאלה: Hector Alejandro Santana, The text most
often quoted in favor of the supersessionist view is Hebrews 8:13: “In speaking of ‘a new covenant’ [Jer. 31.31-32],
he has made the first one obsolete.”
If you were to read the entire chapter of Hebrews 8, the
use of verse 13 to justify supersessionism or “replacement
theology” decontextualizes the meaning of the verse.
The New Covenant is about the Law of God written in
the Heart of Man, not on non-living stone which was
the Old Covenant. In the heart of Jesus, the Law of God
comes alive because He loves it and keeps it. So the 10
commandments become only 1 commandment: “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength and with all your mind,” and
“Love your neighbor as yourself,” which is Jesus quoting
Deuteronomy 6:5 – the Old Testament which was the only
Bible during Jesus’ time.
מרים מארבאלה: Hector Alejandro Santana, in addition to
that, Jewish families affix the verses quoted above to their
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doorposts. Many Catholics I know had no idea that Jesus
was actually quoting Deuteronomy when He explained
the New Covenant based on the alliance of hearts with
God’s Will.
John Gallagher: To David, Hector, Leonard, and whoever else may read this, I beg you to forgive me for implying that AHC represents “Judaizers.” David has defended
well a Jew’s right to hold to his traditions “in the light of
Christ.” There is much fertile ground to be tilled in the
dialogue between Christian and Jew, especially a Hebrew
who has converted to Catholicism. This group offers a
unique and invaluable perspective on the meaning and
significance of Jesus’ life, ministry, passion, death, and
Resurrection. With much brotherly affection, I exhort you
to continue to be a place for Jews to maintain their (and
Gentiles to find their) treasured heritage and to discover
ever more fully its worth with Our Lord Jesus Christ as
guide. Shalom, Pax, Peace to all of you in Hashem.
Anthony P: This discussion has been good in that it has
enabled us to clarify, discuss, and ask questions about the
differences between “Judaising” and maintaining Jewish
Identity as a Catholic. Shalom.
† † †
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“Who did Jesus of Nazareth
claim to be? What was his
relationship to early Judaism?
When and how did he expect
the kingdom to come? What
were his intentions? Though
these key questions have been
addressed in studies of the
historical Jesus, Brant Pitre
argues that they cannot be fully
answered apart from a careful historical analysis of the Last Supper accounts. Yet these
accounts, both by the Gospel writers and by Paul, are widely
neglected by contemporary Jesus research.”
“This beautifully written work confirms Brant Pitre’s eminence as a scholar of the very first rank. ... Focusing on the Last
Supper, Pitre develops such themes as the new bread of the presence, the new manna, the new Passover, the messianic banquet,
and the kingdom of God in often surprising but utterly persuasive
ways. Catholic participation in the Jesus quest has hereby finally
borne its hoped-for fruit, with enormous implications for all
Christians. Pitre should win the Ratzinger Prize for this book
alone.” Matthew Levering, Mundelein Seminary.
[From the book jacket]
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The Bride

Continued from page 9

the next generation. When I was young, not only did this
blessing unite me with my ancient ancestors, but it also
was a real source of strength to me. I loved being compared with these Biblical heroines. Knowing that I stood
in the same lineage not only made history become more
alive, but gave me Matriarchs who I felt were watching
and guiding me.
After this comes my now-favorite part, the blessing of
the husband over his wife. The husband recites Proverbs
31 over her: Eshet Chayil “ – אשת חילA woman of valor
who can find? For her price is far above rubies.” For me
as a Hebrew Catholic, there are several connotations to
this prayer. Yes, it is an act of praising the woman of the
household, but in a larger, spiritual sense, it is a glorification of the Mother of the Messiah, Mary. She was, in
fact, a woman who found favor with G-d. As Catholic
author, George Peate, writes in his book, Unborn Jesus,
Our Hope, Mary presented a most special gift to G-d, a
gift which was “all-encompassing and absolute, an utter
dispossessing of all she was and all that she had to give:
a pure heart, singleness of mind, faithfulness, youthful
desire and energy, feminine nature, fertility and virginity
and all her other personal and spiritual attributes.”2 Truly
she embodies an Eshet Chayil, a woman of valor. “Before
G-d, the spiritual greatness of a person in this life is not in
fact measured so much by what G-d gives as by what G-d
asks of the person … G-d asked a lot of Mary, more than of
any other person, more even than he asked of Abraham.”3
Today, I love to imagine Joseph, loyal and devoted spouse
of Mary, at the Shabbat dinner table, pronouncing with
full knowledge this most special blessing over his wife,
the Mother of the Savior, in the very presence of little
Yeshua, that Savior.
When a father blesses his wife with loving praise in
front of the whole family, it outwardly bestows a layer of
security to all the members of the household. A renewal of
commitment to the marriage covenant is proclaimed each
Shabbos eve at their dinner table. Thus, in this part of the
home liturgy, the family unit, which is the foundation of
society, is confirmed and sanctified by the blessings of the
father. And we, G-d’s family, are made holy through our
faith and the keeping of our traditions; in the keeping of
the Sacraments; and the faith of our collective ancestors
through the millennia – and for me and my family each
Friday night, in the keeping of the Sabbath. In this we
are sanctified by our heavenly Father, in Hebrew, Avinu
Shebashamayim, אבינו שבשמים.
2. Peate, George; Unborn Jesus, Our Hope; Life Cycle Books; Niagra Falls,
NY; 2006, xvii
3. Fr Raniero Cantalamessa; Mary, Mirror of the Church; The Order of St.
Benedict; Collegeville, MN; 1992.
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The Mystery of Christmas

Continued from page 11

The person of faith lives in the world physically but
understands the meaning of the events of his life from
a transcendent spiritual perspective of the Divine Will.
Stein continues saying that, “This kingdom began on earth
when the blessed Virgin spoke her “Be it unto me,” and
she was its first handmaid. The divine life that is kindled
in the soul is the light that has come into the darkness, the
miracle of the Holy Night…God in us and we in Him, this
is our share in God’s kingdom, which is founded on the
Incarnation.”(p.24) The Incarnation inaugurated the beginning of a new chance in human history for all persons to
learn to love like God by imitating Jesus Christ, by loving
without limits, without strangers, and without fear. As Stein
says, “For this is the marvelous thing about the human race,
that we are all one.”(p.24) Christmas is the season to reflect
more deeply upon the mystery of God becoming human so
that we may be at peace with each other on Earth and that
one day we may share in eternal life, in eternal happiness,
with Him, forever and ever, in Heaven.
† † †

News and Notes

Continued from page 3

everyone may experience the love, the joy and the hope
that Christmas brings, shalom in Messiah.

Gift of Memberships in the
Association of the Miraculous Medal

At the request of an anonymous friend, 1,000 members
of your association have been enrolled as members in the
Association of the Miraculous Medal.
Each month, the members of the Association of the
Miraculous Medal share in three Novenas of Masses and
in 30 additional Masses. They also share in other Masses
and novenas of Masses whenever these are offered for
members.
A petition for your members remains at the Shrine of our
Lady of the Miraculous Medal. The Vincentian priests and
brothers who visit there daily will remember the petition
in their prayers.
Please pray for me and for members of the Association.
May Jesus bless you, and may our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal keep you in her care.
Gratefully,
Fr. Michael Joyce, C.M., Interim Spiritual Director
Association of the Miraculous Medal
Perryville, Missouri
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