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“And so all Israel shall be saved” (Romans 11:26)

Apostles Preaching the Gospel, Gustave Doré  (http://catholic-resources.org/Art/Dore-Acts.  htm)

Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to 
you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs which God  
did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know ... (Acts. 2:22)
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“Consider the primary aim of the group to be, 
not the conversion of the Jews, 

but the creation of a new Hebrew Catholic community life and spirit,
an alternative society to the old.”

 A counsel from Elias Friedman, O.C.D.

“The mission of your association responds, in a most fitting way, 
to the desire of the Church to respect fully 

the distinct vocation and heritage of Israelites in the Catholic Church.”
Most Rev. Raymond L. Burke, Archbishop of St. Louis, May 2006

“Please be assured of my prayers for your efforts devoted to studying and calling 
attention to the Jewish roots of our Catholic faith and for your work to help  

Catholics of Jewish origin to find their place and role in the Church.”
Archbishop Robert Carlson, Archbishop of St. Louis, Sept. 2010

The Association of Hebrew Catholics is under the patronage of
Our Lady of the Miracle

(who in the Church of St. Andrea della Fratte in Rome,  
on 20 January 1842, converted Alphonse Ratisbonne)
and Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein)

Miriam, Our Lady of the Miracle, pray for us!
Saint Edith Stein, pray for us!

What They Have Said
“For the pagan sinner it is a grace to have access in Christ to the riches  
of Israel. And for the Jew, who must also acknowledge that, regarding  
the Law, he too is a sinner, the coming of the pagan demonstrates the  
gratuitous and fecund nature of the gift he has received from God.”

“Christ, in fully accomplishing the Law, opens through grace,  
the riches of God’s reign to all, both Jews and pagans.  

This is the theme of the Letter to the Romans. 
This is the mystery of God’s plan.”

The Promise, Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger, ©2002 Eerdmans, pg 116. 

vuvh oaç tçv LËrç
(Baruch haba b’Shem Adonai)

Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord

The Association of Hebrew Catholics aims at ending the alienation of 
Catholics of Jewish origin and background from their historical heritage. 
By gathering the People Israel within the Church, the AHC hopes to help 
enable them to serve the Church and all peoples within the mystery of their 
irrevocable gifts and calling. (cf. Rom. 11:29)

The kerygma of the AHC announces that the divine plan of salvation has 
entered the phase of the Apostasy of the Gentiles, prophesied by Our Lord and 
St. Paul, and of which the Return of the Jews to the Holy Land is a corollary.
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News and Notes 

About this issue
This is the second of our experimental quarterly issues. 

From the feedback we have received, this smaller issue 
seems to be going over quite well with our readers. So, 
we continue.

In the previous issue, #92, we included Ariel ben Ami’s 
article on an error concerning the People Israel known as 
replacement theology or extreme supersessionism. In this 
issue, we continue with a second article by Ariel on another 
error concerning the People Israel. This error, known as 
dual-covenant theology, has become popular since the 
Second Vatican Council.

Fr. Raymond O. Ryland, R.I.P.
Father was born March 

7, 1921, ordained Febru-
ary 12, 1983, and died 
March 20, 2014.

After serving in the 
Navy during World War 
II, Ray married Ruth Mar-
garet Silvee in 1945, just 
before the war ended.

They had five children 
and continued together in 
their faith journey as they 

entered the Episcopal Church. In 1950, Ray was ordained 
a priest in the Episcopal Church. On the feast of Pentecost, 
1963, the Ryland family entered the Catholic Church. 
Under a special Pastoral Provision of the Holy See, Fr. 
Ryland became the second married Episcopal priest to be 
granted a dispensation and in 1983 was ordained a priest 
in the Diocese of San Diego.

Among his many activities, Fr. Ryland served as chaplain 
for the Coming Home Network and Catholics United for 
the Faith. His memoirs are available in a book entitled: 
Drawn from Shadows into Truth, A Memoir.

We met Fr. Ryland and Ruth while we were in Michigan 
and have been blessed by their love and support of the 
work of the AHC. 

We remember Father and the entire Ryland family in our 
prayers. Eternal Light Shine upon him, O Lord!

Ken and Flora Wilsker Move to St. Louis
Ken and Flora Wilsker moved from Louisville, Kentucky 

to St. Louis at the end of July. Ken is a financial consultant 
for the Charles Schwab Corporation and was promoted to 
a position in St. Louis. 

As you will recall, Ken 
and Flora have assumed 
oversight responsibility 
for our developing havu-
rot. As part of their respon-
sibilities, they have been 
publishing and distribut-
ing the AHC Havurah 
Newsletter to the havurot.

We look forward to working with the Wilskers and wish 
them every blessing in this city which is celebrating the 
250th anniversary of its founding.

Fall 2014 Lecture Series
On October 1, we begin 

our fourteenth free lecture 
series, Beatitude and the 
Last Things – Part 1, by 
Dr. Lawrence Feingold. 
The series will take place 
on Wednesday evenings 
at 7 pm, in the Gannon 
Room of the Rectory of 
the Cathedral Basilica of 
St. Louis. This series will 
consist of 8 lectures this 
Fall, and another 8-10 
lectures in the Spring of 
2015.

If you are in the area, you are most welcome to join us 
for any or all lectures. As in past series, all lectures will 
be posted to our website or be available as a CD.

St. Edith Stein Havurah – Fall 2014
Our havurah took time off this summer to allow for vaca-

tions and other summer-time activities. We are grateful to 
John and Theresa Noecker for hosting our havurah for the 
last three years. We resume our studies back in the AHC 
Center in St. Louis.

We encourage all those who do not have a havurah in 
their area to consider starting one. It is simple to begin, 
with only one or two others. The food, the prayers, the 
study, and the fellowship are all very nourishing. As each 
havurah grows, its members increase in their understanding 
of the Jewish roots of their faith, of Jews, and of Judaism. 
Hopefully, our havurot will eventually attract those on 
their journey so that they may also discover the truth and 
richness of the Catholic faith.

If you are interested in starting a havurah, be sure to 
contact Ken and Flora Wilsker at havurah@hebrewcatho-
lic.org. They will be happy to share their experiences and 
enroll you for the AHC Havurah Newsletter.
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AHC Conferences
In 2010 for the first time, the AHC put on its own confer-

ence in St. Louis. The people who attended told us it was 
spiritually enriching. We learned much from that experi-
ence and would now like to apply some of those lessons 
to new conferences. 

In truth, we had not planned to promote any conferences 
until we had made more progress on our web site. 

However, over the last few months, we have had a num-
ber of phone calls asking about the possibility of holding  
a conference in the caller’s area. It appears that our Lord  
is calling us to move ahead. 

Thus, given our limited resources, and from our experi-
ence in 2010, we have refined our thinking about the type 
of conferences it would make sense for us to promote.

One–day Conferences
With Dr. Feingold, Ken Wilsker, and David Moss in St. 

Louis, it now seems opportune for one or more of us to 
travel to various places for one-day conferences.

The general format would include two talks in the 
morning, a box lunch on the premises, and 1-2 talks in the 
afternoon, including a question-answer session.

The general purpose of the talks would be to help people 
become aware of the issues and work of the AHC, to 
promote the development of more havurot, and to answer 
questions.

Dr. Feingold would generally give talks about the historic 
and ongoing role of Jews in salvation history; Ken would 
talk about Messianic Judaism and the AHC havurot; and 
David would speak about the AHC. The talks would be 
similar to those given at the 2010 conference. Each of 
us would also give brief testimonies of our journey to 
the Catholic Church. Because we would be using well-
rehearsed material, we would not require much prepara-
tion time.

Depending upon the calendar and who was available, 
one or more of us would travel to the conference area on 
a Friday night. We would then return to St. Louis after the 
conference ended on Saturday.

Costs would be minimal for those attending. There 
would be no travel, hotel, or meal costs for attendees. The 
only cost would be the conference ticket. For example, if 
100 local people were able to attend, a conference ticket 
of $25-$35 should cover costs such as our travel, Friday 
night hotel rooms, food, and the box lunch. 

It would be up to the people in the area to locate the 
conference venue, promote the conference through parish 
bulletins and the Diocesan newspaper, make all travel ar-
rangements for us, order the box lunches for the attendees, 
and provide the volunteers needed to run the conference. 

This should not be too difficult a project for 1-2 people 

to plan and 2-6 people to carry out. If AHC members and 
those who participate in existing havurot began to plan 
for a one-day conference in their area, it could open a 
door for the Holy Spirit to help animate the work of the 
AHC locally.

Conferences such as these should significantly increase 
the number of people who become aware of the AHC, 
including bishops, priests, laity and non-Catholics.

Hopefully, an increase in awareness of the AHC and its 
work will bear fruit in an increase in the number of AHC 
affiliates and AHC havurot.

Please pray about the possibility of a one-day conference 
in your area. If you wish to begin planning, please contact 
us regarding available calendar dates.

Hebrew Catholic Celebrations
On our website, the AHC Passover Haggadah reflects 

the traditional Passover Seder along with the new reali-
ties that Jesus and the Catholic faith bring to bear. The 
modifications to the Haggadah are done so that Old and 
New Covenant elements come together in an integrated 
and seamless Passover celebration. 

Our Haggadah is but one example of what can be done. 
We look forward to other Hebrew Catholic Haggadot in 
the future.

We also look forward to integrated presentations for the 
other celebrations of our heritage. By way of example, 
we recently were looking at the possibilities for Succoth. 
A ready-made Succah would cost about $450, providing 
room for 4 people around a table. By building our own 
succah, the cost could be significantly reduced. 

We looked at constructing a succah using 1.5-inch pvc 
pipe, with 3-way elbows, tarp for a covering, and wood 
slats tied together for a roof. With these materials, a 
10’x10’x10’ succah could be constructed for a one-time 
cost of $100–$150. Besides cost, another advantage to the 
use of these materials is the ease with which the Succah 
can be put together and then taken apart and stored for the 
following year.

What is still necessary are the text and prayers of the 
Jewish celebration of Succoth, integrated with text and 
prayers from our Catholic faith, both of which will il-
luminate this feast. 

Similar efforts are needed for all the other celebrations 
of our Jewish heritage.

We would love to hear from you if you are well-versed 
in your Jewish heritage and would like to help produce 
Hebrew Catholic celebrations to share. 

†   †   †
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Letters / Emails
This is your column, your means to express your thoughts and 
to communicate with our readers. We invite your comments and 
views. We will attempt to publish all letters as received. However, 
we reserve the right to edit letters because of excessive length, 
personal comments, or inappropriate matter.
We honor all requests to not publish the letter writer’s name. 
We will also withhold the writer’s name if we feel the contents 
warrant it.

Prayers for the AHC and for Israel
My prayers are with you at AHC – and Israel.

Deacon Jim Olinger, United States

Keep up the great work and pray for the Christians and 
Jews in the middle east… !

Mary Hesson, United States

… the Patriarch (of Nazareth, His Excellency Giacinto-
Boulos Marcuzzo)... told us about the situation of Israel. 
Let us pray for Hamas and all His people, their conversion, 
that the peace of the Prince of Peace be in their hearts. 
That is the only way to have peace between Israel and 
Palestine. Let us invite the Queen Esther image of Our 
Lady who brought peace to her people.

In union of prayers,
A Carmelite OCD, United States

Please accept a small donation for your work.
David, I hope you’ve recovered from your fall on the 

ice. ... When he, AHC Founder, passed away in the 1980’s 
or l990’s, I prayed for his blessed soul, and still do.

Since I’m now 86, I don’t know how much longer I can 
follow AHC’s wonderful work.

I still say the promises to the Jews were literal as well as 
spiritual: The Land is theirs forever, for it is a Divine Land 
Deed. Ditto, the temple which shall rise again and house 
the Blessed Sacrament. Ditto, the priesthood of Aaron. 
“Israel’s Promises” were made to a creature who is both 
soul and body: Thus they have a spiritual component and 
a material component.

Bill Berg, United States

… God bless you all and the very important work you 
do. Thank you!

Shalom. JMJ
Susan and Nachshon Limor, United States

God bless you and reward you.
Sr. Mary of the Redemption, United States

Investigating Possible Jewish Ancestry
I don’t know (whether I’m Jewish). I have to take a DNA 

test, but I believe I am descended from Spain-Sephardic 
Jewish ancestry. My great-grandfather’s last name is 
Perez, and my grandmother’s name on my father’s side is 
Ramona Huete. I found the name Huete in Toledo, Spain 
in the Inquisition records. My father, Uriel Hernandez, 
was named after the archangel.

God be praised, I’m so grateful that the Holy Father went 
to Israel. I pray for Israel and for all the Jewish people in 
the world. I pray for peace. There is so much discord in 
the world. I’m so grateful Our Lady is here helping us. 
May the Immaculate Heart of Mary triumph everywhere. 
If I could have the latest newsletter sent to me, I would 
greatly appreciate it. God bless you. I’m learning Hebrew 
right now and reading and studying about the Torah.

Our Lady of the Miracle, pray for us,
Patricia Hernandez, United States

Finds Succor in the AHC Ministry
I have just received the No. 92, Spring 2014 edition of 

The Hebrew Catholic. As a Jew who has been baptized 
and confirmed in the Catholic faith, I find succor in the 
AHC ministry as I cope with being in two worlds at the 
same time.

Enclosed is a donation to aid in the continuance of your 
much appreciated ministry.

In Christ,
John Yosef Lapham, United States

Bishop Hopes for Dialogue
Thank you for printing my article. I hope it will open 

a dialogue which will pave the way for the fulfillment of 
the Father’s eternal plan for His “People”! 

At 87 years old, I may well witness this from an eternal 
vantage place!

Fraternally in Christ,
Bishop Eugene P. LaRocque, Canada

Grateful for AHC and Dr. Feingold’s Lectures
Good Day, I just wanted to pass on many thanks to all 

those doing the work of our Lord through the ministry 
of the AHC. I am a revert to the Catholic Faith and have 
found so much that is helping me on my journey through 
this ministry. I want you to know that I am ever grateful 
for this ministry and especially the lecture series done by 
Dr. Feingold. They are awesome. I was wondering if there 
is an AHC activity in the Bay Area, CA that you are aware 
of. If there were any gatherings or seder meals, I would 
surely like to know and meet some folks. I have a deep 
appreciation for the Jewish people, and I can honestly say 
there is no greater joy in my heart than when I know of 
one who has been fullfilled. Anyway, please let me know 
if you are aware of any AHC presence here. Thanks!

Victor, United States
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Finally, After a Long Journey ...
Greetings in the Name of our L-rd, Yeshua HaMashiach!
Thank you so much for the package of material. I re-

ceived it today.  I was blown away. I spent about 30 minutes 
or so going through the material and I was literally taken 
aback, in a very pleasant way!!

Finding your website could not have come at a better 
time. A friend of mine mentioned he saw you on The 
Journey Home and was very impressed. He is not Jewish  
but is also a Catholic.

I’m going to give you a very brief synopsis of my walk. 
I was raised Jewish, was involved in the occult for many 
years (I was a High Priest in a Wiccan coven), I was 
“saved” in a Baptist church, have been Lutheran, Baptist, 
and back in the 70’s was a Mormon (I quit, and my name 
has been removed from their rolls).  I’ve been a little of 
everything.

I grew up in a Sicilian neighborhood, and one of my 
closest friends is a priest. He’s the main reason I became 
Catholic. It took me a very long time, but I was brought 
into union with the Church in 2011.

About 6 months ago, I heard something that disturbed 
me greatly. It was something to the effect that the Catholic 
Church teaches replacement theology, that the Church re-
places Israel, and that Israel is just another country.  Having 
read your website, and now going through the material 
you sent me, I now see that information was a lie, as my 
Baptist friends say, from the pit of hell. You have renewed 
my faith.  You’ve made me realize that I am on the right 
path, and the Church is the True Church, and I can, finally, 
be a Jew and be a Catholic.

I may never be able to repay the debt I owe you.  Thanks 
be to our L-rd and Savior!

I need some more time to fully digest what incredible 
material you sent me but, rest assured, you’ve brought me 
a peace I haven’t had in a long time.

With many thanks!  I will be praying for you, 
your family, and your ministry.
Fred Wolff, United States

He Found Me When I Knew Nothing About Him
Blessings! How wonderful to have been directed to your 

website!  I was baptized into the Catholic Church in 2011. 
Having been raised in a Conservative Jewish home, my 
journey to the magnificent truth has been nothing short 
of supernatural. I did not wake up one day and decide to 
find Jesus. He found me at a time when I knew nothing 
about Him. He “stirred my soul” to “learn”. I spent 4 years 
studying scripture with a group of Messianic Jews, and the 
more I learned of Scripture, the more uncomfortable I be-
came with the beliefs of the group. So many “providential” 
experiences happened, leading me to my true “Home” in 
the Catholic Church. ( I do believe St. Edith Stein, along 

with St. Teresa de Avila, had much to do with this journey.)
It is too long a story to write it now, but I would love to 
remain in contact with your organization. 

God Bless You for all you do.
Pamela, United States

Embracing Her Jewish Heritage
I’m a convert to Catholicism with a Jewish background. 

My mom was raised Jewish, my dad Christian. I was raised 
with both. I never felt Jewish, though, until I became 
Catholic 4 years ago. I just found out about your group and 
think it’s wonderful. I look forward to learning more and 
embracing my Jewish heritage more richly with your help. 

Thank you, and God Bless
Dana, United States

A Eucharistic Holy Hour for the AHC
I received your mailing today, and I am indeed delighted 

to have issue number 92 of the magazine, The Hebrew 
Catholic, as well as a copy of You Shall Be My Witnesses ...

If you can cast your minds back to how we first came 
into contact, you might recall that it was during my Car-
melite novitiate year spent in the monastery of the Basilica 
of Holy Hill in Hubertus, Wisconsin. It was there that 
the providence of God first introduced to me the life and 
witness of Hermann Cohen, whose encounters with Jesus 
in the Most Holy Eucharist brought him to baptism and 
also to Carmelite formation and ordination as Fr. Augus-
tine–Marie of the Blessed Sacrament, OCD. I am so very 
pleased to now renew contact with you, and I want you to 
know that I want to become a Catholic Priest friend and 
member of your organization, the Association of Hebrew 
Catholics. I have already downloaded much of the mate-
rial that is available on your web page. That, of course, 
includes Fr. Elias Friedman’s “Jewish Identity.”

I wish to become a financial supporter of the organiza-
tion, and I would ask you to put me on the mailing list 
for your magazine. I want you to know that I am going to 
commit to establishing a Eucharistic Holy Hour in support 
of your on-going apostolate and ministry, here in St. Mary 
of the Assumption, Owen Sound, Ontario, Canada. As 
Fr. Augustine–Marie was an instrument of God to renew 
and restore the male Carmelite presence in England, so I 
will humbly ask God, through the prayer of this proposed 
Friday night Eucharistic Hour, to bless, grow and enrich 
the apostolate and mission of the Association of Hebrew 
Catholics both here and across Canada.

God bless you all. 
Fr. James McSharry

Ed. We very much appreciate the Holy Hour dedicated to 
the work of the AHC. Thank you Fr. McSharry!

†   †   †
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President’s Memo
Shalom Haverim,
In our last issue, I wrote that the new evangelization was 

“taking place within a growing and aggressive secularism 
in society and apostasy amongst Christians.”

In Jewish Identity, our founder, Elias Friedman OCD 
identified the apostasy as one of the major signs of the 
times, signs that contributed to the rationale for the launch-
ing of the AHC.

Because we have been blessed with many new support-
ers and readers of this publication over the last few years, 
I think it would be worthwhile to review some essentials 
of Fr. Friedman’s thesis in Jewish Identity.

Fr. Friedman’s thesis was based, in part, upon his reading 
of the sign of the times. 

Jesus at the beginning of his public ministry took the 
scroll of the Law in his hands one Saturday morning in the 
synagogue, read a passage from the prophet Isaiah, then sat 
down and declared: “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled 
in your hearing” (Lk 4:21). On other occasions he admonished 
the crowd for not reading the signs of the times. (cf. Mt 16:3; 
Lk. 4:22) (Jewish Identity, 80).

When treating the question as to when the Jewish people 
will accede to the Christian faith, Father responds:

No one is demanding to be shown the timetable of divine 
providence. What Jesus asks of us is to read the signs of the 
times. He demanded it of the Jews of his own time, of the 
crowds that listened to him as well as of the learned. The 
signs then must have been transparent enough for all to see, 
and these [are] to be blamed by Jesus for not understanding. 
The problem of the signs of the times is not one of chronol-
ogy, but of interpretation. (JI, 70)

In Matthew, Chapter 24, in the parable of the fig tree, 
Jesus teaches us to be attentive to the signs of the times.  

But what is a sign of the time?
 Fr. Friedman explains: 

“A sign of the time was any historical phenomenon, person, 
or event in its relation to the plan of salvation.” 

The task then was “to determine the content of that rela-
tion,” that is, to interpret the meaning of the sign. 

It is through the reading of the sign, that is, its recogni-
tion and then its interpretation, that one can discover the 
meaning in current events and their significance with re-
spect to salvation history.  That is, the interpretation of the 
signs “extends intelligibility to concrete situations.” (JI, 79)

In reading the signs of the times, we do not approach 
the sign and its interpretation as if we were attempting to 
understand revealed truths. Rather, based upon revealed 
truths, we attempt to discover and understand the active 

presence of the God of Israel in contemporary history. Fr. 
Friedman calls this approach the messianic spirituality 
of the AHC. This spirituality calls us to collaborate with 
Providence, waiting patiently on the sidelines, or acting 
with promptitude, as the occasion may require. (cf. JI,92) 

It was in the light of this understanding that Fr. Friedman 
developed his reading of the signs of the times, published 
the fruit of that reading in Jewish Identity, and with Andrew 
Sholl launched the AHC.

The signs that the AHC addresses include the following:
• The apostasy of the Gentiles; 
• The return of the Jews to their ancient homeland;
• The large number of Jews who have come to faith 

since the Second World War;
• The Second Vatican Council;
• The new movements and communities;
• The growth of the Hebrew Catholic and Messianic 

Jewish movements.
We will address these signs and their significance, as 

we understand them, in subsequent issues. In our effort 
to understand the apostasy of the Gentiles, we would 
recommend two books. These books will give us fresh 
courage and understanding to be witnesses to Christ, Jew 
and Gentile united, as we live in a global culture that has 
lost its moral compass. 

The first book is entitled: Defiance! The Antichrists of 
History and their Doomed War Against the Church, by Rev. 
Joseph M. Esper. This book takes a broad overview of the 
enemies of the Church through history, from the times of 
the ancient Egyptians to the present time. 

The second book is entitled: Architects of the Culture 
of Death, by Donald de Marco and Benjamin Wiker. In 
this book, the authors have focused on some of the most 
influential of these architects of the last two centuries. 
These are the people who largely helped form the culture 
of death that we are experiencing today.

The authors have chosen the work of St. Thomas Aquinas 
and Karol Wojtyla (Pope John Paul II) upon which to base 
their evaluations and critiques.

Both books are available through the AHC web store.

As we approach Erev Rosh Hashanah 5775 on Sept. 
24, we wish you L’shanah Tovah Tikatevu! (May you be 
inscribed [in the book of life] for a good year!)

With gratitude for your support, and wishing you every 
blessing, I am yours 

In the hearts of Yeshua, Miriam, and St. Teresa Benedicta 
of the Cross, 
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Stories From the Diaspora

What I have learned from studying the 
Bible with Father Echert

By Leslie Lynn -- A presentation to her Bible study

I have been studying the Bible with this Called By Faith 
Bible Study for three years. I started with the Book of 
Genesis. I remember being so excited to come, even though 
it was a Catholic Bible Study – You see, I was raised as a 
Jew. But the Book of Genesis was my turf; I knew it and 
understood it, or so I had thought. I even had studied the 
Book of Genesis in college. Looking back, it is hard to 
understand my desire to want to study that year, especially 
because I thought I got it, except that I did have a yearning 
to learn and to find something new. I hadn’t been practicing 
my faith since we had moved to MN from NY the previous 
year, and I thought this might actually jump start me back 
to my routine and my own faith. However, I can see that 
God had so much more in store for me.

Going in, I decided that I would just ignore things that 
were foreign to me, basically anything Christian, as I had 
done my whole life. Anyhow, I thought, “What could 
Catholics see in the Book of Genesis besides what was 
already there.” Well, imagine my surprise when my whole 
group saw Jesus at the sacrifice of Isaac when Abraham 
tells Isaac, “God will provide himself the lamb”… Boy 
was I annoyed that day, and many other days. I thought 
“they are just crazy”, and I just wanted to move on. Also, 
I had never told my group in Genesis my story. I am sure 
they assumed, or it was easy to figure out, but I thought 
I could handle it, and I definitely did not need anyone’s 
help. I remember being slightly disappointed when it was 
announced that we would be studying the Book of John 
next. But I decided, “Well, I will go and see what all of 
this hype is about and what the big deal is about Jesus and 
then decide for myself.” You have to understand that at 
that point, I could not even say his name, for Jesus Christ 
to me was as foreign as maybe Mohammed or Buddha 
might be to you.

The very first day, I was confronted face to face with my 
reality. This will be a day I will never forget. Barb ..., my 
group leader, explained that her conversion to Catholicism 
began when she realized that she could no longer “reject 
what she knew nothing about.” These words pierced my 
soul in a way I could never have anticipated. My whole 
life had been spent protecting my world in such a way 
as to reject something I knew absolutely nothing about. 
I couldn’t say Jesus’ name. I felt uncomfortable around 
priests and religious. I felt out of place in any Christian 
setting, and I had no real reason for feeling this way except 

that it was foreign to me: I grew up feeling that way, and I 
knew nothing about it. I remember a friend being stunned 
when I told her I really did not know how the movie The 
Passion would end. I mean I knew Jesus died on a cross, 
and that you all thought that meant something, and I also 
had heard of something about sins being taken away, and 
a redeemer – but these were just words to me – I did not 
understand.

Well, at the end of our first meeting, we went around 
the room with prayer petitions, and I could hear the Holy 
Spirit yelling at me to speak up. I needed help, and I knew 
it – I would never make it through the year, let alone the 
first few chapters, without help and prayers, lots of prayers, 
but I was so stubborn. I just sat there until everyone was 
finished and they were going to wrap up, and a woman in 
the group stopped the wrap up and looked at me and said, 
“Leslie, do you have something you need to say?” Well 
I did, and it all came pouring out of me with tears, and I 
was shaking, and there was God there helping me in that 
woman because I couldn’t have done it any other way, and 
then there were hugs and smiles and welcomes, and from 
the darkness – a glimmer of light. So this is why I was here 
and why I was going to study the Book of John, because 
I needed to and because God wanted me to.

While I was finally able to stop rejecting and start learn-
ing, my heart opened just enough for Jesus to get His 
foot in the door. I hope you will be able to see that once I 
opened it just a crack, Jesus filled it up and there was no 
turning back.

This was a very difficult year for me, as my group could 
tell you. I look back at my struggles – I was the Pharisee 
with the hardened heart, and I was the Sanhedrin trying to 
find the loopholes in Jesus’ words – constantly challenging 
and questioning – Why couldn’t it be simple – Why did 
it have to be so hard? Some days, I was Judas, and I just 
didn’t get it. I would ask, Why couldn’t Jesus just tell us 
everything, like I was supposed to be able to understand 
all of God and all of His plan if he would just show me. 
Well, I decided it would take a miracle – Like doubting 
Thomas, I was going to just have to see the nails in His 
hands with my own eyes, or I was not going to believe. 
In fact, people, including my husband, heard me say, “It 
would take a miracle.”

By the end of the Book of John, I had come a long way 
with a lot of prayers from so many sources. We all here 
know how important a name is, and I could now say Jesus’ 
name. I believed he came to earth – He was here – He 
existed. Please remember, this was a tremendous revela-
tion in my world. He was a Jew, He was a man, perhaps a 
prophet – but why did He come? At the very least, He had 
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beautiful things to teach, and I felt deprived that I hadn’t 
learned them earlier, and I believed that everyone should 
be introduced to Jesus.

I was by now about eight months pregnant with my 
fourth child and was pretty convinced I would not continue 
in the fall because I would want to be home, and I would 
be too busy with my new baby. I had already made up my 
mind on the day Carla announced we would be studying 
the Book of Exodus. My heart leapt. I have since told Carla 
that at that moment, I believed it was all for me – You all 
were here this year studying the Book of Exodus for me. 
In fact, only now can I see you have studied Genesis, John, 
and Exodus just for me. It was God’s way of preparing 
me for what was about to happen. Never would I be able 
to understand even the glimmer that I do of God’s plan, 
without seeing Him work through His chosen people from 
Adam to Abraham to Moses, and I could not ever under-
stand Exodus if I hadn’t met Jesus first. Without knowing 
the end of the story, the veil, as it existed on the Holy of 
Holies, would not have been lifted for me.

When we began this year, I instantly could relate to 
Moses. He was an Israelite and an Egyptian, and yet he 
felt comfortable with neither. He was alone and lost, and I 
could completely relate to him. At this point, I did not know 
what religion to call myself anymore. Was I still a Jew if 
I believed Jesus had existed and was perhaps a prophet? 
Was I some kind of Christian? (what kind, I had no idea) 
Surely I wasn’t Catholic. I did not fit in. I was like Moses, 
lost, and I had to go into the desert with him to hear God’s 
call to me, challenging me to realize something greater 
was waiting for me.

Throughout this year, Jesus was right by my side, lifting 
the veil from my eyes each step of the way. I had been 
blind, and I could finally see. I could see Moses as a type of 
Jesus. I finally understand the Passover. I see God’s mercy 
and justice in the story of the Exodus. I understand that it 
wasn’t for God’s sake that the Israelites mark the blood 
of the lamb on their doorposts, but instead to show their 
faith in God. I see a lamb save my people from death and 
slavery. I see the first baptism through the Red Sea. I see 
and understand God feeding our bodies with manna and 
Jesus feeding our soul with the Eucharist. I see Jesus in 
the Rock giving living water and being with the Israelites 
wherever they go.

Sadly, I also see myself. I am an Israelite. I am in the 
wilderness, and as much as I have been wanting to be in 
a covenant with God as my father, I am a sinner. I have 
my golden calf, and I have my idols, and I am rushing to 
build these up before worshipping the one true God as I 
have been commanded to do. My whole life, I have been 
estranged from God, and I know that. I can’t come near. 
He is a father, but I am not worthy to come near Him. I 
now understand why. I can never be reconciled to God – 
No natural offering can ever be made to make me worthy. 

I now understand that I need to be redeemed, and God in 
His infinite love for me, though I don’t deserve it, has sent 
His only son to redeem me. I am starting to get it.

But wait, there’s more. Just as God has prepared me for 
this my whole life, He prepared the whole world for the 
Redeemer by choosing the Israelites, by bringing them out 
of Egypt and by giving them the Ten Commandments and 
the Tabernacle. And it is all right there in the Tabernacle. I 
was literally shaking when I discovered the Trinity in the 
Tabernacle, I see God the Father in the Holy of Holies, 
I see Jesus and the Eucharist in the Bread of Presence, I 
see the Holy Spirit in the lampstand, I see baptism in the 
laver. Why couldn’t Jesus tell us everything?—Because we 
wouldn’t get it. God prepares us in baby steps because that 
is all we are capable of:  From Adam to Abraham to Moses 
and the Tabernacle, all is a preparation for His saving work 
in Christ Jesus. God had made all the preparation, and now 
He lifted the veil for me, and I could see.

I was baptized into the Catholic Church in the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit at the Easter 
Vigil at St. Ambrose of Woodbury on April 26th, 2005. I 
received Confirmation, my first Eucharist, and have been 
told that my marriage became a sacrament on that day as 
well. That week, different people in my life at different 
times told me that I “glowed”. Only one week later would 
we read about how Moses glowed after having been in 
the presence of God on Mt. Sinai. Now, when Jesus says 
“I am He” to me, a modern day “woman at the well” – I 
believe – I want to run to the whole world and tell them 
the Messiah has come, He has come to me, and He has 
met me at His well of living waters.

What you all may see is a conversion. I don’t call it that. 
What I learned this year is that I give up nothing, some-
thing I was so afraid of doing but instead, I am fulfilled. I 
lose nothing, and I reject nothing, and I gain the fullness, 
and I gain the Truth. It is not a conversion you see, but 
a fulfillment of all of my beliefs. Jesus made everything 
new for me. And now when I come to the Lord’s supper, 
I say, “My Lord and my God”, and I believe.

The night of my Baptism, Carla asked me if I might 
be able to say something to the Bible study at the end of 
the year. I remember telling her that I just didn’t think I 
would be capable because I am not a good public speaker. 
What would I say, and where would I ever find the time 
to organize my thoughts. Sound familiar? It was not until 
God called me to write this and share this with you that 
I even realized that this was the same excuse Moses had 
given to God.

These are only a few of the things that have happened 
to me, but I am sharing these things with you here so that 
you can see that part of the miracle that has taken place 
in my life has happened right here at this Bible study, 
learning with you and from you, and I thank you for that. 
Yet again, I have learned that there is more. God has even 
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more in store for me, though I don’t deserve it. In fact, 
once again, you will all be here next year studying the Acts 
of the Apostles…for me…an early Christian among you.

>   >   >

An AHC Contemplative’s Reflection
By Ruth, a Cloistered Sister

I grew up in a quiet New England town...in the rolling 
hills of Connecticut. Stone fences surrounded the farms 
that dotted the countryside amidst apple and cider stands, 
shaded by the most magnificent trees and their flaming 
foliage which have made New England famous for her 
autumns. I had everything I could want from my loving 
family except one thing: religion. Ours was a fallen away 
Catholic family. So after my First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation, my religious education stopped. There were 
only two things I retained from my brief instructions in the 
faith: Jesus was in the Blessed Sacrament, and He was Jew-
ish. And that he was Jewish towered over everything else! 
I tried to get more information about this from my mother, 
but she only told me that the Jews were the people who 
gave us the Bible. This just wasn’t enough, but it would 
have to wait until God took the matter into His own hands.

One day when I was around eighteen, I was shopping 
in Levy’s department store. I saw a man standing at the 
counter whom I felt was Jewish. Suddenly I experienced 
the most unexplainable emotion. I wanted to run up to 
him and shake the end of his garment. I wanted with all 
my heart to be part of his faith and religion. Like Ruth, I 
wished to be part of the Jewish people and make their God 
my God. And yet I realized that I didn’t have to convert to 
Judaism to do this, and that in some mysterious way, by 
Jesus’ saving death, we both have access to the Father in 
the one Spirit. Although I had no knowledge of Scripture 
at that time, this experience was exactly like what Paul 
was trying to explain to the Gentiles in Romans 11:  The 
Gentiles now share in the nourishing sap of the olive root, 
but they do not support the root; rather, the root supports 
them, so they should not boast over the natural branches 
but should stand in awe. The few times I met Jewish 
people after this episode, that was exactly what I felt—a 
mystical merging with Judaism and a reverential awe in 
their presence.

It took four more years for the Holy Spirit to reveal 
His plan for me. I eventually entered a contemplative 
monastic community and took Edith Stein as my soul 
sister and model in bringing the Jewish people to the feet 
of their beloved Messiah. Entering a monastery entails a 
deep participation in the paschal mystery. I soon felt like 
Edith when she said that the more we encountered our 
own helplessness, the more we feel the need for a personal 
oblation. Our own human activity cannot save us or help 
others; it is only Christ’s cross and our own participation 

in His redemptive work through faith which can bring the 
desired results.

There are many definitions of the contemplative life, 
but the one I like best is the Legend of Lamed Vav which 
defines the journey very well, giving it a unique Jewish 
twist. The legend probably goes back to Genesis 18:32 
where God is ready to spare the world for ten righteous 
men. There are 36 righteous Jews in every generation who 
have been illumined by the Shekinah, and through their 
willingness to pray and sacrifice for humankind, turn back 
God’s wrath. They are also called Nistarim (concealed 
hidden ones). A Catholic might interpret that as cloistered 
contemplatives who live a life of prayer and penance sepa-
rated from the rest of Christ’s mystical body by enclosure 
(such as the Carmelite Order which Edith Stein entered 
and in which she later sacrificed her life at Auschwitz so 
that her own people might know Christ). This passionate 
longing led her to embrace the cross of the Holocaust, in 
intercession. These 36 individuals are exemplars of ana-
vah (humility). So they are much too humble to consider 
themselves one of the 36, but if one of them should die, 
God raises up another to take their place because without 
their presence, the world could not go on.

There is also the legend that there are 30 hidden righteous 
Gentiles upon whose merits the nations subsist (Chullin 
92a). Edith identified with Queen Esther who interceded 
for the lives of the Jewish people before King Ahasuerus. 
Being a Gentile, I really couldn’t identify with the Jewish 
Queen Esther as closely as Edith could. So what biblical 
woman could a Gentile make her model? The Holy Spirit 
brought to my mind the Moabite, Ruth, who was joined to 
the Israelite people by her marriage to Boaz of Bethlehem. 
Hadn’t I also married a man from Bethlehem when I made 
my vows? And hadn’t Jesus, through the blood of His 
cross, created in Himself one new person in place of the 
two? It was a long journey from the 18-year-old girl who 
wanted to shake the hem of a Jew’s garment, searching so 
desperately to find the answer to her questions. I’ve found 
the answer in Christ, His Blood, and in the Scriptures. 

I’m also grateful to God that His providence placed me 
in a position in which I was asked to teach the young nuns 
Scripture. This led me into the fascinating world of the Old 
and New Testaments, Mishnah, Talmud, Essenes, Messi-
anic Judaism, Hebrew Catholics, and finally becoming a 
member of the AHC. I’m grateful to God for making me 
a Nistarim, a concealed, hidden cloistered nun in the heart 
of the Church, where in union with our beloved Messiah, I 
make my own offering as Edith did: For the atonement of 
the unbelief of the Jewish people, and that the Lord may 
be accepted by His own people, and that His kingdom 
may come in glory.

A grateful, ingrafted Gentile.
†   †   †
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[Ed. The following is the homily given for the feast of St. Teresa 
Benedicta of the Cross by Dom Mark Daniel Kirby, O.S.B. Dom 
Kirby is Prior of the Benedictine Monks of Perpetual Adora-
tion of the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar at Silverstream 
Priory in County Meath, Ireland. This was sent to us by Mother 
Miriam of the Lamb of God who has been spending time with 
the Benedictine Monks in Ireland. You can find this homily on 
their website at: 
http://vultus.stblogs.org/index.php/2014/08/bride-of-the-eternal-one

An Extraordinary Woman
Seventy–two years 

ago today, on August 9, 
1942, the Carmelite Teresa 
Benedicta of the Cross, 
known in the world as Dr. 
Edith Stein, met death in 
the infernal concentration 
camp of Auschwitz. Edith 
Stein was a Jew, born into 
an Orthodox family on Oc-
tober 12, 1891. It was the 
Day of Atonement, Yom 
Kippur. For a time, suffer-
ing from depression, and 
determined nonetheless 
to seek her own truth, she 

abandoned all outward religious practice. Edith asked for 
Baptism after reading the autobiography of Saint Teresa 
of Avila. “This,” she said, “is the truth.”

In the Midst of the Fire
The liturgy places the impassioned prayer of Sirach on 

the lips of Teresa Benedicta in Auschwitz.
Thou hast delivered me, according to the multitude of 

the mercy of thy name, from them that did roar, prepared to 
devour. Out of the hands of them that sought my life, and 
from the gates of afflictions, which compassed me about: 
From the oppression of the flame which surrounded me, and 
in the midst of the fire I was not burnt. From the depth of the 
belly of hell, and from an unclean tongue, and from lying 
words, from an unjust king, and from a slanderous tongue: 
My soul shall praise the Lord even to death. And my life was 
drawing near to hell beneath. They compassed me on every 
side, and there was no one that would help me. I looked for 
the succour of men, and there was none. I remembered thy 
mercy, O Lord, and thy works, which are from the beginning 
of the world. How thou deliverest them that wait for thee, 
O Lord, and savest them out of the hands of the nations. 
(Ecclesiasticus 51:4–12)

Bride of the Eternal One
Saturday, 09 August 2014

Salvation From the Jews
Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross is of the lineage 

of Miriam, of Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, Leah, Judith and 
Esther, of the same people as the Blessed Virgin, Miriam 
of Nazareth, of whom was born Yeshouah who is called 
the Christ. Saint Paul reminds us that, “the gifts and the 
call of God are irrevocable” (Rom 11:29). God’s choice of 
Israel remains; His love for Israel stands firm forever. How 
could God not cherish with a love of predilection the race 
that gave His only begotten Son flesh and blood? Gentile 
Christians are the wild olive shoot, grafted in place to share 
the richness of the olive tree. Lest we be tempted to boast, 
Saint Paul says: “Remember, it is not you that supports the 
root, but the root that supports you” (Romans 11:18).

Through the Eyes of a Bridal Love
Through the gift of the Law and the message of the 

prophets, God Himself undertook Israel’s education and 
preparation for a universal mission, for an abiding voca-
tion. The Law and the prophets admonish Israel to fear the 
Lord God, to follow all His ways, to love Him, to serve 
the Lord God with heart and soul, to keep His command-
ments and laws. All of this is a response to merciful love. 
The vocation of Israel is to discover the holiness of God 
revealed in the Torah, to contemplate Him through the eyes 
of a bridal love. The God to Whom belong the heavens and 
the earth set his heart on Israel; God chose a people to be 
uniquely His own in view of a covenant by which Israel 
would become the beloved, the bride of the Eternal One.

Praise and Blessing
Where love is, there is praise. Praise colours all the deal-

ings of Israel with the Lord; the chosen people are called 
to bless the Lord at all times, his praise is ever on their 
lips (Psalm 33:1). The Jewish people are the original Bene-
dictines, that is, those who bless God always. Benedicam 
Dominum in omni tempore; semper laus ejus in ore meo. 
(Brief Responsory at Ferial Vespers, Psalm 33:2)  The religion of 
Israel is to surpass the dictates of the Law, to respond to 
the exigencies of love, to overflow in praise, to fill the 
world with blessing.

Leaning Upon Her Beloved
In entering the Church, Dr Edith Stein did not abandon 

her Jewish heritage; she embraced its fulfillment. In her 
own body, mind and heart, she experienced what it means 
to enter into covenant with the God of faithful love, to 
make His desires, His thoughts, His projects and His will 
her own. In the solitude of Carmel, Teresa Benedicta of 
the Cross learned, like Israel in the desert, to lean upon 
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the Beloved and upon no other. “Who is that coming up 
from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved?” (Canticle 
of Canticles 8:5).

Dr. Stein’s experience of 
the liturgy at the Benedic-
tine Archabbey of Beuron 
opened her soul to the 
universal, objective prayer 
of the Church, balancing 
her personal attraction 
to long hours of solitary 
prayer before the taber-
nacle. The Archabbot of 
Beuron, Dom Raphael 
Walzer, encouraged Edith 
to deepen her knowledge 
of the liturgy and to enter 
deeply into its mystical re-
ality. Later, called with her 
Sisters in Carmel to chant 

the psalms of David in the Divine Office, she recognized in 
them the very prayer of Christ our High Priest to the Father.

Auschwitz
In 1942, after the Catholic bishops of Holland protested 

against the Nazi persecution of the Jews, Teresa Benedicta, 
together with her sister Rosa, was deported from the Car-
mel of Echt to Auschwitz. There she penetrated into the 
mystery of the Suffering Servant, offering her life for the 
people whom God Himself calls “the apple of his eye.” 
In her last Testament, she wrote:

I joyfully accept in advance the death God has appointed 
for me, in perfect submission to His most holy Will. May 
the Lord accept my life and death for the honour and glory 
of His Name, for the needs of His holy Church — especially 
for the preservation, sanctification, and final perfecting of our 
holy Order, and in particular for the Carmels of Cologne and 
Echt — for the Jewish people, that the Lord may be received 
by His own and His kingdom come in glory, for the deliver-
ance of Germany and peace throughout the world, and finally, 
for all my relatives living and dead, and all whom God has 
given me; may none of them be lost.

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
How can we who were born in the century of the Ho-

locaust, not be moved by this daughter of the Synagogue 
and of the Church? As we celebrate her martyrdom today, 
we are mindful that the Sacred Body and Precious Blood 
of Jesus offered and received in the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass are — not were — but are Jewish flesh and Jewish 
blood. In the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the anguished 
prayer of Esther is assumed into the prayer of the cruci-
fied and forsaken Jesus. In the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
Jewish and Gentile Christians enter together into the “ado-
ration in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24) revealed by Christ. 
In the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, Christ’s promise of “a 

spring of water, welling up to eternal life” (John 4:14) is 
wondrously fulfilled. The force of that torrent is capable 
of extinguishing every bitterness, of overcoming every 
horror, of quenching every thirst.

†   †   †

The Second Coming 
By Andrew Sholl

Whenever I read in the Scriptures that God said or did 
something of great significance, I inevitably exclaim, 
How great You are!, or Halleluia!, Hebrew for Praise ye 
the Lord!

So it is with the narrative of the Resurrection in St. 
John’s Gospel.

However, regarding chapter 20, verse 7 of the same 
Gospel (…and the napkin, which had been on his head, not 
lying with the linen cloths but rolled up in a place by itself.  
RSV), as a Hebrew Catholic it astounds me that in my 73 
years, I have yet to hear a Bishop, priest or pastor preach 
on the significance of this, to me, most significant verse.

It is rightly said that anything that Jesus says or does is 
of significance.

Thus, when just after the Resurrection, Mary of Magdala 
rushes into the tomb of Jesus, she not only finds it empty 
but finds the grave “clothes” scattered on the ground, and 
the cloth that covered Jesus’ face folded or rolled up in a 
separate place.

What is the significance of the latter? Let me elaborate: It 
has everything to do with Jewish table manners at the time.

We in our Western culture in Australia follow the table 
setting and manners of Louis XIV, the 17th century “Sun-
King” of France, whose setting and use of  knife, fork, and 
spoon, together with serviette (napkin), were slavishly cop-
ied by European society. At the time of Jesus, Jewish table 
manners required eating with the right hand, as is still the 
case in most of the Arab World, the Indian sub-continent, 
and parts of south-east Asia where no chopsticks are used.

In our Western culture, to show that we finished our 
meal, it is customary, especially in a restaurant, to put knife 
and fork together on the plate. In ancient Jewish custom, 
however, to show that one is finished one would scrunch 
up the serviette and casually throw it on the table. This 
would then be a sign to the servant that the master had 
finished, and the table could be cleared.

On the other hand, should the master fold or roll up the 
serviette, this would be a sign to the servant not to clear 
the table as yet, because the master has “ducked out…” 
and the unspoken message is: “I shall return!”

And that is precisely the vital message that Jesus wants to 
convey to us by means of verse 7: ‘I SHALL RETURN!”  
Namely, the Second Coming.

†   †   †



13The Hebrew Catholic, No. 93, Summer 2014

Ed. The “mystery of Israel” has become a subject of research, 
meditation, and dialogue since World War II and, in particular, 
since the publication of the Vatican II document, Nostra Aetate.
Prior to the war, “Replacement Theology” represented a per-
sistent error concerning the status of the People Israel. Since 
Nostra Aetate, another error has appeared, known as “Dual 
covenant theology.” In this issue, we present an article by Ariel 
ben Ami dealing with this second error. Like the last article, 
this one was taken from the Catholics for Israel website and is 
reprinted with permission.
catholicsforisrael.com/en/resources/7-faqs/103-what-is-dual-covenant-theology.

In another article we looked at the theological error of 
replacement theology1, which claims that God has rejected 
the Jews as His chosen people and replaced Israel by the 
Church.  We saw that this theory cannot be reconciled with 
the New Testament and with the teachings of the Church, 
which state that God’s election of Israel and His covenant 
with the Jewish people are irrevocable and permanent. 

Today, another theological error is causing much 
confusion in the Church, because it is held by not 
a few influential people.  This error is called “dual-
covenant theology.”  Dual-covenant theology teaches 
that since God’s covenant with the Jews is still valid 
for them, they don’t need the New Covenant to be 
saved.  Jews could go to Heaven simply by keep-
ing the Law of Moses, because of the “everlasting 
covenant” between Abraham and God (Gen 17:13), 
whereas Gentiles (those who are not Jews) must con-
vert to Christianity to be saved.  In other words, Jews 
have their own way to God, the Old Covenant, and the 
Christians theirs, the New Covenant.   Dual-covenant 
theology is thus the opposite error of replacement 
theology.  Whereas replacement theology claims that 
God’s election, covenant and promises to Israel are 
superceded and abolished, and the only role left for 
Jews is to convert to Christianity and enter the Church, 
dual-covenant theology claims on the contrary that 
since God’s covenant with the Jews is still valid, it is 
totally sufficient for them, and therefore they don’t 
need Jesus or the Church at all to be saved.

This idea is very attractive to Jews who don’t believe in 
Jesus (and, tragically, even to many Catholics) because it 
does away with Jesus’ commandment to his disciples that 
they should share the Gospel with everyone, Jews and 

1. http://www.catholicsforisrael.com/en/resources/faqs/102-what-is-
replacement-theology

What is Dual–Covenant Theology?
By Ariel ben Ami

Gentiles.  But the problem with dual-covenant theology 
is that it completely contradicts the writings of the New 
Testament and teachings of the Church.

Quite obviously, the New Testament claims that Jesus 
of Nazareth is the Messiah of Israel that God promised to 
the Jewish people through Moses and the prophets (see 
Messianic Prophecies2, The Messiah in the Tanakh3 and 
Who Do You Say I Am?4): 

• Jesus’ own mission was directed exclusively to the 
Jews.  He said “I was sent only to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel.” (Mt 15:24) 

• The proclamation of the early Church was also 
exclusively directed to the Jews. (cf. Acts 2-4; 7)

• The apostle Paul wrote: “For I am not ashamed of 
the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who has faith, to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek.” (Rom 1:16)

Since God’s covenant with Israel is still valid, could Jews 
then be saved by simply observing the Mosaic Law - the 
Torah?  The New Testament and the Catholic Church an-
swer a categoric “no” to this question. Although the Torah 
is God-given and good, and it can certainly be meritori-
ous for Jews to observe its commandments in a spirit of 
devotion to God, Divine Revelation tells us that Torah 
observance alone is not sufficient for salvation:

• “Nor is there salvation in any other [than Christ], for 
there is no other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)

• “A man is not justified by the works of the law but 
by faith in Jesus Christ… for by the works of the 
law no flesh shall be justified.” (Gal 2:16)

• “I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteous-
ness comes through the law, then Christ died in 
vain.” (Gal 2:21)

• “Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father 
either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father 
also.” (1 Jn 2:23)

• “The Church, a pilgrim now on earth, is necessary for 
salvation: the one Christ is the mediator and the way 
of salvation; he is present to us in his body which is 
the Church. He himself explicitly asserted the neces-
sity of faith and Baptism, and thereby affirmed at the 
same time the necessity of the Church which men 
enter through Baptism as through a door.” (CCC 846)

2. http://www.catholicsforisrael.com/FlashLessons/A20/index.html
3. http://www.catholicsforisrael.com/en/articles/the-messiah-of-
israel/49-the-messiah-in-the-tanakh
4. http://www.catholicsforisrael.com/FlashLessons/A24/index.html
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• “Jesus affirms that ‘there shall be one flock and one 
shepherd.’ Church and Judaism cannot then be seen 
as two parallel ways of salvation and the Church 
must witness to Christ as the Redeemer for all.” 
(Notes on the Correct Way to Present the Jews and 
Judaism in Preaching and Catechesis in the Roman 
Catholic Church I. 7, Vatican Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews, 1985)

• Even the declaration Nostra Aetate in its section on 
the Jewish people, where it affirms the permanence 
of God’s covenant with Israel, still states that it is 
“the burden of the Church’s preaching to proclaim 
the cross of Christ as the sign of God’s all-embracing 
love and as the fountain from which every grace 
flows” (NA 4)

The fact that Judaism as it is practised today is insuf-
ficient for salvation should be evident to anyone who 
reads the Scriptures. In the Old Testament, forgiveness 
was attained through the offering of animal sacrifices and 
the shedding of their blood in atonement for sins (cf. Lev 
17:11). In the New Testament, Jesus’ Paschal Sacrifice and 
the shedding of His blood universally atoned for the sins 
of all mankind. Through baptism, we take part in the Mes-
siah’s death and resurrection, our sins are washed away, 
and we receive the gift of God’s supernatural, divine life. 

The Messiah continues to impart to us this supernatural life 
through the other sacraments that He instituted, and most 
especially in the Eucharist where we partake of His Body 
and Blood, Soul and Divinity. For sure, the observance of 
the mitzvoth (the commandments) – as meritorious as it 
may be – can only fall way short of this great gift of super-
natural grace, and even more so because Judaism has been 
deprived of a Temple and sacrifices since shortly after the 
coming of the Messiah.

In summary, though God’s election of Israel is indeed 
irrevocable and permanent, Jews cannot be considered 
“saved” or justified before God through the Mosaic cov-
enant. The NT and teachings of the Church make it clear 
that salvation can only be found in Yeshua the Messiah 
of Israel. This does not mean, however, that Jews are 
automatically condemned to hell if they do not explicitly 
and consciously accept Christ, for the Church also teaches 
that those who, through no fault of their own, do not know 
Christ and his Church but seek God with a sincere heart 
and try to do His will to the best of their ability can be 
saved. Nonetheless, the fullness of the means of salvation 
can be found only in Jesus the Messiah and in the Church 
He founded (CCC 846-47).

A comparison of the different positions we have seen 
would thus appear in their simplest form as follows:

 

Catholic Faith: Kosher
• God’s covenant with Israel is ir-

revocable and permanent.
• This covenant is not salvific. God 

is still calling the Jewish people 
to recognize Jesus as Messiah, 
be baptized, and be joined to 
the Church.

• The evangelization of Jews 
is necessary, but it should be 
done in a way that affirms and 
strengthens their Jewish identity.

 

Replacement Theology: Error
• God’s covenant with Israel has 

been abolished.
• The only role left for the Jews 

is to accept Christ, convert, be 
baptized, and be joined to the 
Church.

• The evangelization of Jews is 
necessary, and they should just 
become Catholics like any other 
Catholic.

 

Dual-Covenant Theology: Error
• God’s covenant with Israel is ir-

revocable and permanent.
• Since this covenant is still valid, 

it is also salvific for them.
• It is not necessary that Jews 

believe in Jesus, be baptized, 
or join the Church. Jews can be 
saved by observing the  Mosaic 
Law.

• The evangelization of Jews is 
unnecessary and is better avoid-
ed.

Let us close with the words of a Catholic Jew, Roy Schoeman, on the subject of Jews, Jesus, and the Catholic  
evangelization of Jews:

The greatest misconception that Catholics hold about Jews is the terrible, pernicious one that somehow Jews don’t need Jesus! 
It is natural that Jews should hold this view – to them Jesus was, after all, a false Messiah who indirectly caused incalculable 
disaster to befall Jews – but it is tragic that, in the interest of “dialogue” and a false ecumenism, this view is sometimes voiced 
even by Catholics, and even by Catholics who believe that they are representing the Church... What could be more anti-Semitic 
than refusing to share the Gospel, the Good News, the joy and fulfillment and salvation brought by the Jewish Messiah with 
the Jews themselves, through whom He first came? (Judaism Fulfilled1, Interview of IgnatiusInsight.com with Roy Schoeman) 

†   †   †
1. http://www.ignatiusinsight.com/features/schoemanintvw1_july04.asp
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Ed. In a critical response to an article written in 2002 by some 
Catholic and Jewish theologians entitled: Reflections on Cov-
enant and Mission, David Moss wrote the article: The AHC 
Proposal to Preserve the Jewish Witness (The Hebrew Catholic, #77, 
Summer 2002). This article included some of Cardinal Ratzinger’s 
thoughts regarding the covenant with Israel. We include an 
extended quote from that article (pgs. 33-34) because we believe 
it is a fitting commentary on dual-covenant theology.

4. Covenant, Mission, Witness: Reflections
Reflections describes the enduring relationship between 

God and the Jewish people as a covenant that is eternal 
and irrevocable

Further, in a variety of statements, it describes the mis-
sion given by God to the Jewish people and states that the  
Church “no longer includes the wish to absorb the Jewish 
faith into Christianity and so end the distinctive witness of 
Jews to God in human history.”

Finally, Reflections concludes “that Jews already dwell 
in a saving covenant with God” and that their witness 
“must not be curtailed by seeking the conversion of the 
Jewish people to Christianity.”

The problem with this conclusion is that it does not  
conform to the biblical witness or to Church teaching. 
Moreover, it is not a conclusion that is necessary to satisfy 
the legitimate development called for by the Magisterial 
teaching and guidelines since Vatican II.

5. Covenant, Mission, Witness: Cardinal Ratzinger
Let us now look at the thinking of Cardinal Ratzinger, 

Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 
The Cardinal’s writing assumes the same background in-
formation as Reflections but makes a different statement.

 God and the World
Cardinal Ratzinger’s new book length interview, God 

and the World (Ignatius Press, 2002), was published about the 
same time as Reflections. 

When asked if the “Jews will have to recognize the Mes-
siah, or ought to do so?” the Cardinal replied:

That is what we believe. That does not mean that we have 
to force Christ upon them but that we should share in the 
patience of God. We also have to try to live our life together 
in Christ in such a way that it no longer stands in opposi-
tion to them or would be unacceptable to them but so that 
it facilitates their own approach to it. It is in fact still our 
belief as Christians that Christ is the Messiah of Israel. It is 
in God’s hands, of course, just in what way, when, and how 
the reuniting of Jews and Gentiles, the reunification of God’s 
people, will be achieved. (p. 150)

Thus, according to Cardinal Ratzinger, the Jews need 
to recognize the Messiah and we ought to live so as to 
facilitate that recognition.

Many Religions – One Covenant
Here, I include a few passages from the Cardinal’s Many 

Religions – One Covenant (Ignatius Press, 1999) which directly 
relate to the conclusion offered by Reflections. But to fully 
appreciate what Cardinal Ratzinger is saying, I strongly 
urge you to read and re-read this book.

Early in the book, the question is posed:
Can Christian faith, retaining its inner power and dignity, 

not only tolerate Judaism but accept it in its historic mis-
sion? Or can it not? Can there be true reconciliation without 
abandoning the faith, or is reconciliation tied to such aban-
donment? (p. 24)

The book proceeds to explore the notions of covenant, 
testament, the Hebrew word b’rith and notes:

... there is only one will of God for men, only one histori-
cal activity of God with and for men, though this activity 
employs interventions that are diverse and even in part con-
tradictory – yet in truth they belong together. (p. 57)

Further on, in the light of one will of God for men, the 
Cardinal writes of the inner continuity of salvation history.

First of all we must remember that the fundamentally ‘new’ 
covenant – the covenant with Abraham – has a universalist 
orientation and looks toward the many sons who will be 
given to Abraham.

... right from the beginning, the promise to Abraham 
guarantees salvation history’s inner continuity from the Pa-
triarchs of Israel down to Christ and to the Church of Jews 
and Gentiles.

With regard to the Sinai Covenant ... It is strictly limited 
to the people of Israel; it gives this nation a legal and cultic 
order (the two are inseparable) that as such cannot simply 
be extended to all nations.

To that extent it is conditional, that is, temporal; within 
God’s providential rule it is a stage that has its own allotted 
period of time. (p. 68)

Now, Israel’s Torah must become universal, so that the  
one will of God for men can reach beyond Israel.

The Torah of the Messiah is the Messiah, Jesus himself. 
... In this way the ‘Law’ becomes universal; it is grace con-
stituting a people which becomes such by hearing the word 
and undergoing conversion. In this Torah, which is Jesus 
himself, the abiding essence of what was inscribed on the 
stone tablets at Sinai is now written in living flesh, namely, 
the twofold command of love. This is set forth in Philippians 
2:5 as ‘the mind of Christ.’ To imitate him, to follow him in 
discipleship, is therefore to keep the Torah, which has been 
fulfilled in him once and for all. 

The Covenant with Israel
Some Thoughts of Cardinal Ratzinger
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Thus the Sinai covenant is indeed superceded. But once 
what is provisional in it has been swept away, we see what 
is truly definitive in it. So the expectation of the New Cov-
enant, which becomes clearer and clearer as the history of 
Israel unfolds, does not conflict with the Sinai covenant; 
rather, it fulfills the dynamic expectation found in that very 
covenant. (p. 70-71)

Although the Torah has become universal and the Sinai 
covenant is now superceded in Jesus, God remains faith-
ful to Israel.

‘When Israel was young, I loved him’, God says, in the 
Prophet Hosea, of his manner of binding himself to his 
people. It follows that, even when the covenant is continu-
ally being broken, God, by his very nature cannot allow it to 
fall. ‘How could I abandon you, Ephraim; how could I give 
you up Israel? ... My heart turns against me, my compassion 
flames forth’ (Hos. 11:1,8) (p.72)

And God’s faithfulness includes the irrevocable gift to 
Israel of their vocation. 

... even if Christians look for the day when Israel will 
recognize Christ as the Son of God and the rift that separates 
them will be healed, they should also acknowledge God’s 
providence, which has obviously given Israel a particular 
mission in this ‘time of the Gentiles.’ The Fathers say that 
the Jews, to whom Holy Scripture was first entrusted must 
remain alongside us as a witness to the world. (p. 104)

Does God’s faithfulness and his gifts to Israel therefore 
imply that the Jewish people do not need Jesus?

Does this mean that missionary activity should cease and 
be replaced by dialogue, where it is not a question of truth 
but of making one another better Christians, Jews, Moslems, 
Hindus or Buddhists? My answer is No. For this would be 
nothing other than total lack of conviction; under the pretext 
of affirming one another in our best points, we would in fact 
be failing to take ourselves (or others) seriously; we would 
be finally renouncing truth. Rather, the answer must be that 
mission and dialogue should no longer be opposites but 
should mutually interpenetrate.

Dialogue is not aimless conversation; it aims at conviction, 
at finding the truth; otherwise it is worthless. Conversely, 
missionary activity in the future cannot proceed as if it were 
simply a case of communicating to someone who has no 
knowledge at all of God what he has to believe.

There can be this kind of communication, of course, and 
perhaps it will become more widespread in certain places in 
a world that is becoming increasingly atheistic. But in the 
world of religions we meet people who have heard of God 
through their religion and try to live in relationship with him.

In this way, proclamation of the gospel must be necessar-
ily a dialogical process. We are not telling the other person 
something that is entirely unknown to him; rather, we are 
opening up the hidden depth of something with which, in his 
own religion, he is already in touch. (pp. 111-112)

An interpreted summary
We can consider the Abrahamic covenant to be the primary 

and eternal covenant established by God. All the subsequent 

covenants God made with Israel can then be understood as 
developments of that primary covenant, culminating with the 
final covenant in Jesus Christ. And it is through this new and 
final covenant that the nations, with Israel, find salvation.

The New Covenant in Jesus, therefore, does not revoke 
the prior covenants but, rather, fulfills and transforms them.

Analogously, the various stages in a caterpillar’s life 
eventually give way to its transformation into a butterfly. 
The caterpillar is not revoked - it is the same creature as the 
butterfly but in a different stage of its development. 

Therefore, it follows that the Jewish people today remain 
most dear to God and retain their gifts and calling. They con-
tinue to live, not in their own saving covenant, but alongside 
Christians in that primary covenant established with Abraham 
and fulfilled in Jesus – though they remain in an earlier stage 
of covenant development.

Post-biblical Rabbinic Judaism, an adaptation of the Ju-
daism of the Sinai Covenant, can then be understood as the 
temporary provision allowed by God to preserve the Jewish 
people, their faith in God, and their calling.

In the wisdom and timing of God, they will eventually be 
given the additional gifts of faith that will enable them to 
recognize their Messiah, Jesus. That recognition, in turn, will 
advance the Messiah’s return (cf. CCC 674).

†   †   †

Not Yet Prepared
“Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman converted to 

Catholicism and was ordained a Catholic priest in 1847 ... 
It required personal courage and deep conviction. Newman 
was, in many respects, abandoned and even persecuted by 
family and friends after his conversion.

“Yet Newman realized that his primary role as a Catholic 
priest was not to convert his fellow Englishmen to Catholi-
cism—neither the political conditions of his country nor the 
theological attitude of Victorian Anglicans would allow for 
this. Instead, Newman understood that he must look at the 
Catholic Church herself. He knew that England’s Catholic 
Church was not yet prepared to embrace converts from Angli-
canism. Until the Church first understood herself from within, 
she could not live out her work publicly. As such, Cardinal 
Newman knew that both Catholic priests and laity alike 
needed a more comprehensive and uniform catechization.” *

More than 160 years after Bl. Newman’s ordination, the 
Church established the Anglican Ordinariate to enable “groups 
of Anglicans” to join the Catholic Church while preserving ele-
ments of their liturgical and spiritual patrimony. We in the AHC, 
developing the founding vision of Fr. Elias Friedman, know that 
the Catholic Church is not yet prepared to embrace “groups of 
converts” from Judaism. Until the Church can embrace their 
identity and heritage from within, she can not live out her work 
on their behalf publicly.

*[Ed. From the book Renewal – How a New Generation of Faithful Priests 
and Bishops is Revitalizing the Catholic Church by Anne Hendershott and 
Christopher White, 2013, Encounter Books, page 35.]

†   †   †


