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The Association of Hebrew Catholics aims at ending the alienation of
Catholics of Jewish origin and background from their historical heritage.
By gathering the People Israel within the Church, the AHC hopes to help
enable them to serve the Church and all peoples within the mystery of their
irrevocable gifts and calling. (cf. Rom. 11:29)
The kerygma of the AHC announces that the divine plan of salvation has
entered the phase of the Apostasy of the Gentiles, prophesied by Our Lord and
St. Paul, and of which the Return of the Jews to the Holy Land is a corollary.
“Consider the primary aim of the group to be,
not the conversion of the Jews,
but the creation of a new Hebrew Catholic community life and spirit,
an alternative society to the old.”
A counsel from Elias Friedman, O.C.D.
“The mission of your association responds, in a most fitting way,
to the desire of the Church to respect fully
the distinct vocation and heritage of Israelites in the Catholic Church.”
Most Rev. Raymond L. Burke, Archbishop of St. Louis, May 2006
“Please be assured of my prayers for your efforts devoted to studying and calling
attention to the Jewish roots of our Catholic faith and for your work to help
Catholics of Jewish origin to find their place and role in the Church.”
Archbishop Robert Carlson, Archbishop of St. Louis, Sept. 2010
The Association of Hebrew Catholics is under the patronage of
Our Lady of the Miracle
(who in the Church of St. Andrea della Fratte in Rome,
on 20 January 1842, converted Alphonse Ratisbonne)
and Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein)
Miriam, Our Lady of the Miracle, pray for us!
Saint Edith Stein, pray for us!

What They Have Said

(ISSN 1547-4666) is a quarterly, currently published less frequently. Contributions to cover our production and postage costs for
four issues mailed from the U.S, are shown below.
Contributions above our costs provide the funds
needed for our work.
(All remittances must be in U.S. funds)
US & Canada $15; Other Countries: $25

“From the theological point of view it is both important and significant that the
collective memory of the Christian world retains traces of a deep reluctance to
recognize the plan of God in the election of Israel. It signifies that anti-Semitism
cannot be reduced to bad habits of thought or language which must be eliminated, but is the sign of a real spiritual temptation linked by its very nature to
the Christian identity: ‘Anti-Semitism is the shadow carried by the mystery of
Israel in the rebellious heart of man’ ”
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News and Notes
Our Latest Issue

Here it is – our experimental quarterly issue of 16 pages.
Our publication will continue to evolve based upon your
feedback and our collective experience. We say quarterly
because it is our present hope to publish every 3 months,
even though this issue is 4 months after our last. This delay
is explained in the President’s Memo.
In issue #90, we included an article entitled All in the
Family: Christians, Jews and God by Michael Forrest
and David Palm. In this issue, we begin a series of articles
covering the same themes introduced by Forrest and Palm.
The first article, entitled Replacement Theology by Ariel
ben Ami, deals with the error known as extreme supersessionism or replacement theology. This error, present within
the Church for many centuries, is now being dealt with by
the Church. The second article will appear in the next issue
of The Hebrew Catholic (#93) and will deal with another
error that has become popular since the Second Vatican
Council known as dual-covenant theology,

With appreciation: Rev. Dr. Leonard Basinow, LRC

Fr. Leonard Basinow, a Hebrew Catholic, is an ordained
priest of the Antiochian Syriac-Maronite Catholic Church
and is a member of the AHC.
On Feb. 9, 2014, at Mary,
Mother of the Light Maronite
Church in Tequesta, Florida,
Fr. Basinow was honored for
sixty years of serving God.
“Bishop Gregory Mansour,
Bishop of the Eparchy of
Saint Maron, also recognized
Fr. Basinow with a congratulatory letter. ‘Father Leonard
is one of those unsung heroes
who has poured his life into the life of the Church ... He
has done this without much fanfare but with lots of love.’”
[From The Maronite Voice, Apr. 2014]

Fr. Basinow also runs a counseling ministry called
Spiritual Rehab. “It is dedicated to promoting the wellness
of each person by focusing on the interdependence of the
mind, the body and the spirit.” [From website at spiritualrehab.
org].
Father contributed the holy card showing the Icon Jesus
the Messiah, which we distributed with issue #90.
With gratitude, we pray for many more years of Fr.
Basinow’s priestly service!
The Hebrew Catholic, No. 92, Spring 2014

Patricia A. Christy, R.I.P.

Patty Christy, with 34
years of nursing experience, was a member of the
St. Edith Stein Havurah of
St. Louis since its beginning. Patty passed away
on January 23, 2014. Her
mother, Donna Christy,
who also attended our
havurah when possible,
passed away shortly before
Patty.
May Your perpetual light shine on Patty and Donna in
eternity, O Lord. †

Sister Charlotte Rigali, R.I.P.

A Sister of St. Joseph of
Carondelet for 72 years,
Sr. Rigali died at age 91
on March 24, 2014. Sister
was a canon lawyer and
spent many years working
in the St. Louis marriage
tribunal and was an usher
at the Cathedral Basilica.
We spent very enjoyable
times with her from the
beginning of our twicemonthly St. Edith Stein
Havurah.
May Your perpetual light shine on Sr. Charlotte in eternity, O Lord. †

Joanne Bellmer, Woman in Service to the Church

On Sunday, March 23, 2014 at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception
in Albany, NY, Joanne
Bellmer was among those
chosen by Bishop Hubbard to be honored on that
day of Honoring Women
in Service to the Catholic Church. Joanne and
her husband, Arnold, are
co-leaders of the “missionary havurah” in Burnt
Hills, NY. Congratulations, Joanie!

Holocaust Remembrance Pin

“In 1941, Holocaust Survivor Hanka Kornfield-Marder
was 13 years old at the time she was taken on a transport
train to Auschwitz. She was saved because Auschwitz was
3

Cardinal John O’Connor, Hebrew Catholic

too crowded and could not
accept any more prisoners.
Over the next four years,
Hanka Kornfield-Marder
was an inmate in four German concentration camps
... before being liberated

Ed. Taken from Religion News
Service, by David Gibson,
April 30, 2014

on May 8, 1945.”
The pins, designed by
Hanka Kornfield-Marder
to remember the holocaust
victims, are available from
Joanne Bellmer, PO Box
354, Burnt Hills NY 12027
for $8.00 each + shipping.
Shipping:
In the U.S.: $3 for 1-15 pins.
For 1-2 pins: Canada and all other countries, $7.
For 3-8 pins: Canada, $8; all other countries, $10.

Bishop’s Complex Coat of Arms

Bishop Edward B.
Scharfenberger, a Hebrew
Catholic and the new
Bishop of the Diocese
of Albany, explained the
symbolism of his coat of
arms in The Evangelist, the
newspaper of the Albany
Diocese.
We include the explanation of the Star of David
here.

“The right side of
the shield also includes
a Star of David. Bishop
Scharfenberger called this
doubly symbolic: Two
interlocking triangles are
actually a Marian symbol,
symbolizing the link between heaven and earth;
and the Star of David
also represents his family’s Jewish origin on his
mother’s side. Her family
came from Kiev, Ukraine,
and immigrated to Iowa. Her maiden name was Magdal, and
she was given the name Miriam at her baptism.”

A complete explanation can be obtained here:

http://www.evangelist.org/main.asp?Search=1&ArticleID=24516&
SectionID=16&SubSectionID=69&S=1
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“It’s hard to think of a
Catholic churchman who
was more outspoken in
defense of Jews and Judaism than Cardinal John
O’Connor, the charismatic Cardinal O’Connor at St. Patrick’s,
New York on Nov. 11, 1986.
New York archbishop who
Religion News Service Photo
died in 2000.
“Now research into O’Connor’s family tree has found
that the cardinal’s affinity for Judaism apparently went
deeper than even he knew: His mother, it turns out, was
born Jewish and converted before she married O’Connor’s
father. Yet the cardinal likely believed his mother was
originally Lutheran.”
To read the complete article, go to:
http://www.religionnews.com/2014/04/30/knew-late-cardinaljohn-oconnors-mother-born-jewish

Bnei Miriam Havurah

The Bnei Miriam Havurah, led by Br. Gilbert in Perth,
Western Australia, is no longer meeting in Perth. Br. Gilbert and Br. John Joseph have moved to Tasmania, Australia where Br. Gilbert hopes to soon restart the havurah.
Meanwhile, they conducted a Passover Seder in Tasmania
recently. We include a few pictures below.

Br. Gilbert with hosts David and Joyce Cummings,
and Sisters of the Immaculata

Fr. Michael Tate and Jacob George

Br. John Joseph
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Light To The Nations Havurah

Jorge Guzman, with the support of the St. Vincent de
Paul Catholic Church in Houston, Texas, has begun the
Light To The Nations Havurah. Deacon Dan Pagnano of
St. Vincent de Paul will serve as the Spiritual Guide.
Jorge placed the following announcement in his parish
bulletin. You may view the bulletin at:
http://www.stvincentcatholicchurch.org/documents/060114%20Bulletin%20Ads.pdf

The announcement is a wonderful invitation to their
havurah kickoff meeting. Please feel free to modify and
use this invitation to begin or promote your own havurah.

AHC Center Passover Seder

After a three-year hiatus, David and Kathleen Moss once
again held a Passover Seder at the AHC Center. Everyone
was from St. Louis, and since “many hands make light
work,” everyone brought a dish. Thanks to all!
Unfortunately, two couples had to cancel at the last minute due to illness, but the Seder was spiritually edifying and
the meal delicious. The picture below has two empty seats:
David’s because he was taking the picture and Kathleen’s
because she was in the kitchen.

Are you interested in learning more about the Jewish
origins of the Catholic faith? Are you a Catholic of Jewish
origin? Then consider becoming part of the Light To The
Nations Havurah. “Havurah” is a Hebrew word for a small
group of people meeting regularly for prayer, study, or
fellowship. In addition to providing an orthodox spiritual
community, Light To The Nations Havurah (LTTNH) seeks
to provide spiritual and pastoral support to Jews who’ve
come into the Catholic faith or are discerning entering the
Catholic faith.
LTTNH will have its first meeting on Tuesday, June
3rd, at 7pm, in the Monsignor Jamail Family Center. We
will view a portion of Dr. Brant Pitre’s DVD “Jewish Roots
of the Eucharist” and break for discussion. Please consider
joining us. All are welcome. Baruch haba b’Shem Adonai,
Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord.

We pray that Light To The Nations Havurah, along with
all AHC havurot, will serve our Lord, His Church, and all
peoples, and in particular, the People Israel.

AHC Havurot Resources

There are many books, CDs, and DVDs that a havurah
can use for their studies. Many of these are available in
the AHC web store.
If the person designated by your havurah orders your
study material through the AHC web store, we will provide
the following discounts:
All material produced by the AHC or The Miriam Press
will be available at a 50% discount;
All material produced by most other vendors will be
available at a discount of at least 25%. The only exception
will be material that we import or that we purchase at less
than standard trade discounts.
If the material desired by a havurah is not in our web
store, we will try to obtain it and make it available at a
discount of at least 25%.
To obtain these discounts, the person ordering the material must either be the havurah leader or someone authorized by the havurah leader. The names of the authorized
person and the havurah must accompany the order.

From left to right, clockwise
Linus Pottebaum
			
Michael Bradley		Paul Raidt
		
Frank Belanger		Lynette Raidt
Joe Miller			Lindsay Stocker
(Kathleen Moss)			Matthew Moss
(David Moss)

Fellowship of St. Joseph – Havurat Yosef HaTzaddik

Mark and Sue Neugebauer sent us a summary of the
activities of the Fellowship in Toronto for the last four
years. You will find their summary, containing a wealth
of ideas, at:
http://www.hebrewcatholic.net/fellowship-of-st-joseph-activityreport-of-last-4-years-may-2014

A Tour of Israel: October 6-16,
2014, Feast of Tabernacles

Gail Mobbs, leader of the Almond
Blossom Havurah in British Columbia,
is the International Christian Embassy
Jerusalem (ICEJ) Roman Catholic
Representative. She is also a graduate
of the Yad Vashem Christian leadership
seminar.
She sent us a flyer describing an 11-day tour of Israel for
Roman Catholics, with daily Mass. The ICEJ is known
for annually hosting the Christian celebration of the Feast
of Tabernacles in Jerusalem. You can read the details at
http://feast.icej.org and in the flyer located at:
http://www.hebrewcatholic.net/icej-tour-of-israel-for-catholics-102014-feast-of-tabernacles/
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Some Thoughts from Pope Francis in Israel

Pope Francis was on pilgrimage to Israel from May
24–26, 2014. During a courtesy visit to the two Chief
Rabbis in Israel, Sephardi Chief Rabbi Yhitzak Yosef and
Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi David Lau, the following words
were included in the address by Pope Francis. The complete address can be found at:
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2014/may/documents/
papa-francesco_20140526_terra-santa-visita-rabbini-israele.html

“Here I would like to mention in particular the growing
importance of the dialogue between the Chief Rabbinate of
Israel and the Holy See’s Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews. Inspired by the visit of Pope John Paul
II to the Holy Land, this dialogue was inaugurated in 2002
and is already in its twelfth year. I would like to think that,
in terms of the Jewish tradition of the Bar Mitzvah, it is just
coming of age. I am confident that it will continue and have
a bright future in years to come.
“We need to do more than simply establish reciprocal and respectful relations on a human level: we are also
called, as Christians and Jews, to reflect deeply on the
spiritual significance of the bond existing between us.
It is a bond whose origins are from on high, one which
transcends our own plans and projects, and one which
remains intact despite all the difficulties which, sadly,
have marked our relationship in the past.
“On the part of Catholics, there is a clear intention
to reflect deeply on the significance of the Jewish roots
of our own faith. I trust that, with your help, on the part
of Jews too, there will be a continued and even growing
interest in knowledge of Christianity, also in this holy land
to which Christians trace their origins. This is especially to
be hoped for among young people.” [Ed. Bold type ours.]

God Bless You, AHC Contemplatives!

We are indeed blessed to have our AHC Contemplatives
(now fourteen, from three countries) to support us in prayer
for all of God’s intentions for the People Israel. At the time
each one joined, we sent them the CD, The Contemplative
Life: Heart of the New Evangelization.1
We have since sent them: Eucharistic Adoration for
the Sanctification of Priests and Spiritual Maternity2 and
33 Days to Morning Glory – A Do-It-Yourself Retreat in
Preparation for Marian Consecration.3
We invited all AHC contemplatives to join us in the 33day preparation and the Marian consecration taking place
on July 16, the Feast of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel.

Institute on Religious Life, 40-Year Anniversary

David & Kathleen Moss were privileged to attend the IRL
National Meeting and 40th anniversary, April 25-27, held at
St. Mary of the Lake Seminary in Mundelein, Illinois. It was
a blessing to set up an AHC literature table there.

1. by Fr. Thomas Nelson, O.Praem., (available through: Institute on Religious
Life, ReligiousLife.com, (847) 573-8975)
2. available through: Roman Catholic Books at BooksforCatholics.com,
(970) 490-2735)
3. by Fr. Michael E. Gaitley, MIC, available through: raymooney@myconsecration.org, (718) 309-6126)
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Letters
This is your column, your means to express your thoughts and
to communicate with our readers. We invite your comments and
views. We will attempt to publish all letters as received. However,
we reserve the right to edit letters because of excessive length,
personal comments, or inappropriate matter.
We honor all requests to not publish the letter writer’s name.
We will also withhold the writer’s name if we feel the contents
warrant it.

Discovering their Jewish Ancestry

I have family on my mother’s side from Avila, Spain
where there was a high concentration of conversos. And a
recent DNA test confirmed that I have DNA markers that
only appear in Jewish groups. In other words, I recently
discovered my Jewish heritage and wish to support the
work of AHC.
Gunnar Bjorn Gunderson, United States
Mother’s mother was probably Jewish. My mother came
from Manhatten, NY as a 13-year-old child on one of the
“Orphan Trains” in 1901. Her father was not Jewish. Her
mother’s name was Lida Stienberg, daughter of Bertha
Stienberg. I have had a love and attraction for anything
Jewish and a desire to pray for the conversion of the Jews
for many years.
I have a profound respect and admiration for Roy Schoeman’s Salvation is from the Jews.
I am praying, asking God to show me what my part is in
bringing about His will for His Jewish people.
Mitzi Linsenbardt, United States

Appreciating The Hebrew Catholic, issue #91

I feel this is the best issue to date! God continue to bless
your work.
When are you coming back to New York? I lend all my
issues to my friend, Fr. ____ whose Dad is Jewish. They
are in touch but not in agreement…
Author’s name withheld, United States
Every time I get the opportunity to read about our Catholic heritage, I am inspired to read about our background
from Hebrew (Jewish) roots. Please continue to keep (me)
always informed. All of us Catholics not of Jewish background need this information for our spiritual formation.
Rev. William F. Salmon, United States
Terrific newsletter (91), worthwhile waiting for. My
thanks and appreciation! Enclosed a cheque to support
AHC. In my daily prayers and God bless.
Sincerely,
Anne-Marie Johnston, Canada
The Hebrew Catholic, No. 92, Spring 2014

It seems that the road that must be traveled by Jews who
have entered into full communion with the Catholic Church
is a hard one. Most of all, it is full of insights into things
that are too terrible or too beautiful to bear. But there are
also consolations. Thank you for being one of them.
Frederick Frankel, United States
Thank you for sending me a copy of The Hebrew Catholic No. 91, Winter 2013-2014. Please do not apologise for
the delayed issue. I am just grateful to receive copies no
matter how late. I derive so much pleasure in reading each
and every article. Thank you so much.
Sincerely,
Sue Bloom, Republic of South Africa

Appreciating the work of the AHC

May the Lord continue to pour out His abundant blessings upon you and your vital ministry in His Church! It is
thrilling to see the development of the educational series
of Dr. Feingold, and now the addition of all the material
regarding the Jewish roots of our faith that Dr. Pitre has
researched and made available! Thank you for your work
in bringing these resources to the general public!
It is also thrilling to see the growth of the Daughters of
Mary, Mother of Israel’s hope! Blessed be God forever!
Elizabeth Sutton, United States
Sent with appreciation for the work you do!
Orazio “Mike” Fichera, United States
Thank you so much for sending the AHC newsletter.
We still think of how much we enjoyed the St. Louis
conference a few years back. Meeting you and Lawrence
Feingold was wonderful. When listening to Dr. Feingold’s
lectures online, it’s always nice to hear you ask a question.
Well, thanks again for all that you do – You have been
a wonderful blessing for us.
Sincerely,
Robert and Sylvia McKee, United States
God bless and keep you. You are very special to me.
When I was in grade school, I wanted to know more about
God’s people, the Jews. I used to go to the library and get
what books I could. Sadly, there weren’t too many.
Love and prayers,
Mary Hesson, United States
Keep up your wonderful ministry, ... all at AHC.
Sincerely yours,
Deacon Jim Olinger, United States
May the GOD of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob bless you
richly in the precious name of JESUS.
One in Christ,
Leonard, Lenore, & Daniel Nagy, United States
God bless you for the good that you are doing…. We
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will pray for all. Thank you….
Jim & Ronnie O’Connor, United States
Many thanks for No. 91, Winter 2013-2014 of The Hebrew Catholic, which came as a lovely surprise just at the
right moment to cheer me up.
Since my last letter to you around a year ago, I had a
major operation and emerged from it successfully… So all
the prayers that were offered up for me certainly helped…
I so enjoyed your Stories from the Diaspora, especially
the ones concerning the two Jewish girls, Miryam Leah
and Simi Cohen, who converted so dramatically. These
stories are very inspiring, to say the least.
I truly think that the photograph of the Hanukkah candles
is most beautiful and cannot be beaten as a symbol of hope
in the world.
Thank you for explaining in such detail the meaning of
the scapular; it cleared up a lot of questions which had
been lingering in my mind for years.
It is so true that people of the Jewish and Catholic faiths
are experiencing discrimination, and I’m afraid to say,
isolation, in the very materialistic atmosphere of today.
All I can say is, “join the club”, the old cliché. But still
you have the answer so lucidly put on p. 27, by Fr. Charles
Arminjon, 1881. To read this offers real consolation.
Dr. Lawrence Feingold’s article on the Annunciation
would be hard to beat in its delicacy and penetration of a
mysterious subject which has so many people confused.
Thank you for all the research and sifting of material to
present to us as readers of this, your latest edition of The
Hebrew Catholic…
Yours in Jesus and Mary,
Cherry Methven, Republic of South Africa
Thank you once again for your faithfulness to the ministry of AHC!
I am happy to see that your sister’s new order seems to
be growing. She is a remarkable woman.
Shalom,
Lynn Toups, United States

Wailing Wall in the United States

There is a “Wailing Wall” inside of a Catholic Church
in the United States. On the wall, which resembles the
Western Wall in Jerusalem, is a plaque dedicated to
Blessed John Paul II. My wife, Phyllis (nee Levitt) and I
pray there when we visit in the winter. I think St. Leo the
Great may be the only Catholic Church in the world to
have a “Wailing Wall.”
Alex and Phyllis La Perchia, United States
[Ed. Phyllis La Perchia sent us some photos she and Alex
took of the Wailing Wall replica. We include one photo of
Continued on page 15
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President’s Memo
Shalom Haverim,
I hope this current issue finds you well. As we entered
the last stages of preparing our reduced-size publication
for printing, I reflected on the fact that it was just as much
effort to find and fit smaller-sized articles into 16 pages as
it was to fit larger-sized articles into 28 pages. However,
the fewer articles meant less work overall. And it will be
significantly less expensive to print and mail this issue
than previous issues.
Because it is smaller and less expensive, we hope to be
able to produce and mail an issue every quarter, give or
take a month or so. The more frequent publication will
enable us to be more attentive to the liturgical seasons
and to include topics that are presented in multiple articles
over a series of issues. The “give or take” above is due
to unexpected events that crop up and consume time and
energy. Let me give you an example.

Man Makes His Plans – God Laughs, Part 2

In the last issue, #91, I wrote of the many mishaps that
we had experienced in the year prior to that issue. As we
were mailing out issue #91 in the middle of February, I
was still doing exercises for my torn shoulder rotator cuff.
Then, one morning at 6:30 am, I slipped on some invisible ice on the steps of my back porch! In true cartoon
fashion, my legs went up, and I came down, with my ribs
cracking on the edge of the steps. This slowed down our
efforts to get issue #91 out.
For the next two months, I recuperated very slowly.
Needless to say, my latest adventure on ice delayed this
issue by a month.

Springtime of the Church –New Evangelization

So, what difference does our publication make, regardless of its size and frequency? What difference do our
website, our lecture series, and our havurot make? In fact,
what difference does the mission of the AHC make?
I ask these questions, not because I have any doubts
about the mission of the AHC. Rather, I think it is sometimes good to reflect on what we are doing and what we
are called to do within the context of how the Church is
conducting its mission, our Lord’s mission.
On the web site myyearoffaith.com, in an article entitled
Vatican II and the Catechism (Oct. 6, 2012), Bishop Kevin
Rhoades wrote:
The Second Vatican Council had as its intention and
purpose “to highlight the Church’s apostolic and pastoral
mission, and by making the truth of the Gospel shine forth,
to lead all people to seek and receive Christ’s love which

8

surpasses all knowledge. The principal task entrusted to
the Council by Pope John XXIII was to guard and present
better the precious deposit of Christian doctrine in order to
make it more accessible to the Christian faithful and to all
people of good will”.1

An article in the Catholic News Agency (Aug. 9, 2004),
reported the following statement of Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger:

The Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith told [Polish Catholic News agency] KAI that there are
groups of the new generations in the Church today which
represent “a new springtime of the Church that renews the
world.”2

Finally, in this issue (page 6), Pope Francis spoke of the
growing importance of the dialogue with the Chief Rabbinate of Israel:
“On the part of Catholics, there is a clear intention to
reflect deeply on the significance of the Jewish roots of our
own faith. I trust that, with your help, on the part of Jews
too, there will be a continued and even growing interest in
knowledge of Christianity...”

There is not room here for me to expand on all the ideas
above. But it was clear to our founder, Elias Friedman
OCD, that Jews in the Church would have an important
contribution to make in the new evangelization.
The springtime of the Church is developing in new lay
movements, in an increase in orthodox vocations to the
priesthood and to the consecrated life, and a tremendous
growth in the various media (books, DVDs, internet)
proclaiming the gospel and a life of discipleship.
One of the lay movements is the AHC. We are continuing
to develop our ability to participate in the new evangelization, offering a rich Jewish perspective to the mission
of the Church, even while we work to help preserve the
identity and heritage of Jews within the Church.
The new evangelization and springtime, however, are
taking place within a growing and aggressive secularism
in society and apostasy amongst Christians.
We are confident that our Lord will make use of the
growing community of the AHC, Catholics of both Jewish
and non-Jewish origin, in the spiritual battle the Church
must wage against the principalities and powers (cf. Eph. 6:12).
In future issues, we will have more to say on these matters. We invite and hope for your thoughts, as well.
With gratitude for your support, and wishing you every
blessing, along with some time for spiritual refreshment
this summer, I am yours
In the hearts of Yeshua, Miriam, and St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross,
1 http://www.myyearoffaith.com/2012/10/26/vatican-ii-and-the-catechism/#_ftn1
2 http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/cardinal_ratzinger_says_new_
springtime_of_the_church_not_about_numbers/
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Stories From the Diaspora
An Open Letter to Mel Gibson

How The Passion Changed One Woman’s Life
Cynthia Kron
(Ed. This article first appeared on the Catholic Vote web
site at: http://www.catholicvote.org/an-open-letter-to-mel-gibson-how-the-passion-changed-one-womans-life. It is reprinted
here with permission.
In 2006, two years after the release of The Passion of
the Christ, well after the hubbub died down, your film
changed my life. This is the letter I’ve wanted to write to
you for eight years.
I am Jewish, taught the faith as a child, but never believed
in God until after reading, ironically, Christian apologetics. I did that solely to understand how a respected mentor
“could be so wise, yet believe in all that crazy Christian
stuff,” as I was sure I was otherwise immune.
Quite unexpectedly, I became convinced that monotheism made sense and concluded, much to the annoyance of
my still-secular self, that I either had to practice the faith
into which I was born, or become a Christian.
Religious observance wasn’t my “thing”, and it all
seemed hard to swallow, so neither option was palatable.
I prayed to a God I wasn’t sure I really believed in to show
me what was true, and promised that whatever it was that
He revealed was true, that is what I would follow.
I already knew Judaism but had to investigate “that
Christian thing.” I had previously thought the New Testament was some sort of … collusion or conspiracy, and
that Gentiles had somehow been hoodwinked. Watching
your film, all my preconceived certainties melted away as
I “met” Jesus for the first time and came to fall utterly in
love with Him.
While otherwise a well-educated woman from a top
liberal arts college, I was embarrassingly unfamiliar with
the Gospels, save what I’d seen in art history class. It never
occurred to me to concern myself with Jesus or read the
New Testament—the message growing up was that this
wasn’t relevant.
So, when I first laid eyes on the opening scene of The
Passion, I didn’t “know” that they were in Gethsemane,
and I didn’t “know” that the man Jesus was talking to
was Peter. I lacked the “background of obviousness” that
a cradle Christian would bring to the movie. I saw it all
with fresh eyes.
Anti-Semitism, though, was something with which I
was familiar and yet didn’t see (believe me, I tried to find
it). I was vaguely aware of the Stations of the Cross from
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studying architecture and touring churches, but this story
was mainly new material.
Yes, it was hard to watch; it was violent and terrible
and painful. What was surprising, only because I had
never really thought about it, was that there weren’t any
“Christians” in the movie, even though it was a Passion
story. Most of the main characters were Jews, save Pilate
and his underlings.
The details of my conversion are beyond the scope
of this letter. Suffice it to say that your film, along with
scholarly reading and much prayer, was instrumental.
I am now a Catholic.
Every Good Friday, I think of the tremendous influence
The Passion had on my life and felt compelled to write you
many times but never did. Reading Allison Hope Weiner’s
recent plea to Hollywood at Deadline.com (http://www.
deadline.com/2014/03/mel-gibson-career-hollywooddeserves-chance/) to give you a break caused me to finally
realize that I was overdue. The hour has come.
While much of the world and certainly Hollywood has
punished and hated you for making The Passion, I am
forever grateful.
Thank you, Mr. Gibson.
Cynthia Kron, Los Angeles,
Founder of CLICK Catholic Singles Events
http://www.catholicsclick.com)

> > >
Blessed be God

[Ed. This prayer is offered by Sr. Mary of the Redemption, SOLT,
to help us grow in our gratitude and love for God and for the
Jewish people.]
Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
Who chose and prepared a noble people,
the Jewish people, Mary’s people, for the
Incarnation of the Word;
Who selected and prepared within this admirable Jewish
people the tribe of Judah, an honorable and holy tribe,
Mary’s tribe, from whom the Word was to descend
according to the flesh;
Who raised up and inspired holy men and women from
among the Jewish people as types of Jesus,
King, Priest, and Prophet, and as types of Mary,
Daughter, Mother, and Spouse.
All honor and glory to the Most Holy Trinity, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever.
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Jewish Identity – A Hebrew Rite in the Church?
By Bishop Eugene P. LaRocque

Bishop Emeritus of Alexandria-Cornwall, Ontario, Canada
In 1982, the Canadian Jewish Congress sponsored my
unforgettable trip to Israel. I had gone to Rome for the
Canonization of Saint Marguerite Bourgeois in October,
and from there I flew to Tel Aviv where I was met on the
tarmac by an assistant in the Ministry of Tourism and a
chauffeured white Mercedes Benz limousine. When we
visited Mount Carmel Monastery outside Tel Aviv, Fr. Elias
Friedman served my Mass and told me something of his
personal history and of the book he had written and was
hoping to publish, entitled Jewish Identity. On my return
to Canada, I wrote to thank him and included a donation
toward the realization of his project. To my joy, I later
received a published copy which I read with great interest.
His argument, that in respect for the Lord’s plan of salvation we must avoid the assimilation and disappearance
of the Jewish identity of Jewish Christians, makes perfect
sense. They were, they are, and they must forever remain
the “first-called”, our “elder brethren”, grounded with us
in the faith of Abraham.
The Acts of the Apostles certainly testify to the fact that
the apostle James was the head of the church in Jerusalem.
After his martyrdom, the church there, with its distinctive
affiliation to Temple worship and to the Synagogue, lasted
until the third century A.D.
What an enrichment for the Church Universal will be
the renewal of this Hebrew Rite which existed in those
early times, or at least an adaptation thereof, so that Jewish
believers who accept Jesus as the Messiah promised (to)
them may realize that they are not leaving or betraying
their ancestral faith, but rather completing, achieving the
very purpose of this same faith.
Cardinal Aaron Jean-Marie Lustiger, the former Cardinal
Archbishop of Paris, forever maintained that he was always
a Jew, but a “completed” Jew. I wrote to him, as I have
recently to Pope Benedict XVI, to promote the establishment of a Hebrew Rite. He answered me then, some twenty
years ago, that he felt it was not yet time.
God established a Covenant with Abraham in which he
promised that “in your descendant” (in the singular) all the
nations of the earth would be blessed. He then established
a Covenant with Moses and the people of Israel; and a
Covenant with King David and his descendant who would
exercise an eternal and universal kingdom. We believe that
each of these Covenants prepares the way for the eternal
Covenant in the Blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus. What
is the relationship between the Jewish and Christian faith?

Our culture pretends that Judaism and Christianity
are two separate but equal religions, with equal validity.
But this is intrinsically illogical – one or the other must be
wrong. They are one and the same faith, separated only by
the matter of whether or not Jesus was the Jewish Messiah,
and the religious consequence stemming from that fact. Yet
mention of this point must be avoided at all costs, under the
current rules of our politically correct culture, for it implies
that either Jesus was the Jewish Messiah, and all of today’s
Jews are mistaken, or that Jesus was not (the Messiah), in
which case Christianity is a grotesque and idolatrous error…

(Roy Schoeman—Caught in the Crossfire, article in the National
Review Online, reprinted in The Hebrew Catholic, no. 80, p. 13).

At the turn of the last century, Cardinal Newman seemed
to imply the same things when he wrote in Development
of Christian Doctrine, Sec 11, no. 5:
Christianity, unlike other revelations of God’s will, except the Jewish, of which it is a continuation, is an objective
religion, or a revelation with credentials.

And Cardinal Lustiger writes:

…the first church was a Jewish Church…a historical fact
which has been obfuscated for a long time! Over the past fifty
years, studies in various fields have brought it back to light.
This Jewish Church was brought low by the Byzantines, then
by the Muslims, twice destroyed! The Chaldean Christians,
whose liturgical language is Aramaic, maintain that they are
the direct descendants of the Jewish Communities on the
border of the Euphrates. Others claim that the actual Melkite
Christians represent in the East the Jewish Church… In the
third century, the Church of the Jews ceases to be identified
as such; it no longer has a proper recognition. This is both a
sin and a drama. The expression which Saint Paul employs
to characterize the relationship between Jews and Christians
is “mutual jealousy”; from the pagan point of view, to deny
the existence of Israel, and on the part of Israel, inversely,
to fear the loss of its proper identity and its privilege… the
survival of Israel, in faithfulness to God, remains a witness
inscribed in the history of the gifts and irrevocable calls of
God. But the fear of accepting that pagans could also receive
the grace of the Covenant is another matter, for the promise
was made by the prophets Amos, Osea, Isaiah, Jeremiah…
the pagans shall come and adore the living God. (Le choix de

Dieu, p. 91-92 – my translation)

An expert in the writings of Saint Paul, Romano Penna,
when interviewed in 2008 stated:

The great work accomplished by Paul was not to detach
the Gospel from Israel but to open to all men outside of Israel the possibility of also becoming what was until then the
proper characteristic of Israel, the People of God, the People

Continued on page 14
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What is Replacement Theology?
By Ariel ben Ami

Ed. The “mystery of Israel” has become a subject of research,
meditation, and dialogue since World War II and, in particular,
since the publication of the Vatican II document, Nostra Aetate.
Prior to the war, “Replacement Theology” represented a persistent error concerning the status of the People Israel. Since
Nostra Aetate, another error has appeared, known as “Dual
covenant theology”. The first of these errors is briefly treated
in the following article by Ariel ben Ami. It is taken from the
Catholics for Israel website and is reprinted with permission.
catholicsforisrael.com/en/resources/faqs/102-what-is-replacement -theology.

Replacement theology (or supersessionism) is the idea that
the Christian Church has “replaced” Israel (or the Jewish
people) in God’s plan of salvation as His chosen people.
In its simplest expression, replacement theology could be
expressed as follows:
The Jews have rejected Christ; therefore God has
rejected the Jews and the Church is now the ‘New Israel.’

In the words of Origen of Alexandria (185-254 A.D.):

We may thus assert in utter confidence that the Jews will
not return to their earlier situation, for they have committed
the most abominable of crimes, in forming this conspiracy
against the Savior of the human race…hence the city where
Jesus suffered was necessarily destroyed, the Jewish nation
was driven from its country, and another people was called
by God to the blessed election.

Or, as someone once wrote to us:

We Catholics ARE the new Israel. Christ’s Church fulfills all the prophecies and makes the continuation of the old
Israel historically out of date. The Church IS the Kingdom
of God. Jews are the most tragic people in the world in that
“they missed the time of their visitation.”

Thus the main tenets of replacement theology are:

The Jews were formerly God’s chosen people at the
time of the Old Testament until the coming of Christ, but
because they did not accept Jesus as Messiah of Israel, God
then rejected them and formed a new people instead of them
-the Church.
Jews, therefore, are no longer the chosen people, and
God has no future plan or calling for the nation of Israel. The
only role left for the Jewish people is to convert to Christianity and be incorporated into the Church.
The promises, covenants and blessings ascribed to Israel
in the Bible have been taken away from the Jews and given to
the Church, which has superseded them. However, the Jews
are still subject to the curses found in the Bible, as a result
of their rejection of Christ. Consequently, the prophecies in
Scripture concerning the blessing and restoration of Israel to
the Promised Land are “spiritualized” or “allegorized” into
promises of God’s blessing for the Church.

We have discussed elsewhere the Scriptural basis for
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God’s election and covenant with Israel. The present
article is limited to the question as to whether God’s election of Israel as His chosen people remains valid today
or whether it has been abrogated by the New Testament.
Keep in mind that we are not talking here about whether
the Mosaic Covenant and observance of the Torah are still
binding for Jews (See section on Torah and Gospel 1), or
whether Jews in their present state are in a covenant with
God that can be considered “salvific” (see: What is DualCovenant Theology? 2). Here we merely touch upon the
issue of Israel’s election and their continued role in God’s
plan of salvation.

What Scriptures are commonly quoted
to support Replacement Theology?

Advocates of replacement theology often present the
following Scriptures to argue that God has terminated his
covenant with the Jews:
1. The nation of Israel was only the seed of the future Church, which would arise and incorporate
people of all nations (Mal. 1:11): “For from the rising of the sun, even unto the going down of the
same, My Name shall be great among the nations,
and in every place, incense shall be offered to My
Name, and a pure offering for My Name shall be
great among the nations, says the Lord of Hosts.”
Rebuttal: This shows that the Jewish people and Israel
fulfilled one of their callings to be “a light to the nations,” so that God’s Word has gone around the world.
But it does not suggest God’s dealing with Israel was
negated because His Name spread around the world.
2. Jesus taught that the Jews would lose their spiritual privileges, and be replaced by another people:
“Therefore I am saying to you, ‘The kingdom of
God will be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits of it.’” (Matt. 21:43)
Rebuttal: In this passage, Jesus was talking about
the priests and Pharisees, who failed as leaders of the
people. This passage is not talking about the Jewish
people or nation of Israel.
3. A true Jew is anyone born of the Spirit, whether
he is Gentile or Jewish: “For he is not a Jew
who is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision which is outward in the flesh; But he is a Jew
1 http://www.catholicsforisrael.com/en/articles/torah-and-gospel
2 http://www.catholicsforisrael.com/en/resources/faqs/103-what-is-dualcovenant-theology
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who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of
the heart, in the spirit and not in the letter; whose
praise is not of men, but of God.” (Rom 2:28-29)
Rebuttal: This argument does not support the notion
that the Church replaced Israel. Rather, it simply reinforces what had been said throughout the Hebrew
Scriptures [the Old Testament], that outward circumcision is not enough to be justified before God but that
circumcision of the heart is also necessary.
4. The promise of the land of Canaan to Abraham
was only a “starter.” The real Promised Land is the
whole world, which the Church will inherit. “For
the promise that he should be the heir of the world
was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law,
but through the righteousness of faith.” (Rom 4:13)
Rebuttal: Where does this verse exclude Abraham
and His natural prodigy, the Jews? It simply says that
through the law, they would not inherit the world, but
this would be acquired through faith. This is also true
of the Church.
5. “True Israelites” are not the physical descendants of
Abraham (“children of the flesh”) but rather believers in Christ (“children of the promise”): “For not
all Israelites truly belong to Israel, and not all of
Abraham’s children are his true descendants; but
‘It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named
for you.’ This means that it is not the children of the
flesh who are the children of God, but the children of
the promise are counted as descendants.” (Rom 9:6-8)
Rebuttal: Paul is not transferring the meaning of Israel to mean the Church or implying that the Church
replaces Israel. He is merely restricting the use of
Israel to those who believe in the promises. In other
words, it is not enough to be a physical descendant of
Abraham to be a true Israelite; one must also have faith
in God’s promises. True, Paul also writes that others
(Gentiles) may also be included in the promise made
to Israel. (cf. Rom 9:25-26)
6. Paul apparently abolishes the differences between
Jews and non-Jews: “As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer
slave or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal 3:27-28)
Rebuttal: If this passage were literally meant to abolish the distinction between Jew and Greek, it would
also have to abolish the difference between man and
woman. The passage is speaking of everyone’s standing before God as equals, because we are all sinners
saved by God’s grace and Christ’s Paschal sacrifice.
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But there is still a distinction in roles between Jews
and Gentiles in God’s economy of salvation, just as
there remains clearly distinct roles between men and
women, husbands and wives, mothers and fathers.
7. To be a real son of Abraham is not to belong to the nation
or people of Israel but to have faith in Jesus Christ. Sonship to Abraham is seen only in spiritual, not national
terms: “And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s
seed, and heirs according to the promise.” (Gal 3:29)
Rebuttal: While this is a wonderful inclusionary
promise for Gentiles, this verse does not exclude the
Jewish people from their original covenant, promise
and blessing as the natural seed of Abraham. This
verse simply joins Gentile Christians to what God had
already started with Israel.
8. The Church is allegedly the Israel of God: “As many
as walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be
upon them, [and] upon the Israel of God.” (Gal 6:16)
Rebuttal: Some translations (e.g. RSV) omit the Greek
word kai (and) that is found in the original text. This is
a serious omission, because without the kai, the verse
would imply that all who “walk by the rule” – that is,
all Christians – are the Israel of God. But when the
kai of the original text is preserved, the verse implies
that there is a distinction between “those who walk
according to the rule”, the Christians, and the Israel of
God – the remnant of natural Israel who have accepted
God’s promises in Christ.

The Problem with Replacement Theology

If God rejected Israel as His chosen people, it would
constitute a real failure on His part. It would mean that
He chose a people to be his witness to the world, but in
the end, He was unable to get them to accomplish his
purposes. God married Israel, but she proved to be such a
problematic bride that she stretched her divine husband’s
patience beyond the breaking point until He could not
stand her any more and divorced her, thus violating His
own promise to betroth her forever:
I will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, I will betroth you
to Me in righteousness and justice, in lovingkindness and
mercy; I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness, and you shall
know the LORD. (Hos 2:19-20)

The prophet Jeremiah compares God’s covenant with
Israel to the cosmic order and to the permanent natural
laws of the universe. The covenant is as firm and unshakeable as the cycle of day and night and the foundations of
heaven and earth:

Thus says the LORD, who gives the sun for light by
day and the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by
night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar- the LORD
of hosts is his name: If this fixed order were ever to cease
from my presence, says the LORD, then also the offspring
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of Israel would cease to be a nation before me forever.

Thus says the LORD: If the heavens above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth below can be explored,
then I will reject all the offspring of Israel because of all they
have done, says the LORD. (Jer. 31:35-37)

A major practical problem with replacement theology is
the continuing existence of the Jewish people throughout
the centuries and especially the revival of the modern state
of Israel. If Israel has been rejected and condemned by
God, and there is no future for the Jewish nation, how do
we explain the remarkable survival of the Jewish people
over the past 2000 years despite the many attempts to
destroy them? How do we explain why Israel reappeared
as a nation in the 20th century after not existing for 1900
years? Can the return of the Jewish people to the land of
their forefathers, in accordance with the writings of many
of the prophets, be a mere “accident of history”? Can the
miraculous rebirth of Israel, the nation that is at the center
of salvation history in every page of the Bible, be but the
result of a clever human enterprise that has nothing to do
with God’s plan of salvation?

What do the New Testament
and the Catholic Church say
about Replacement Theology?

The Covenant with Israel is indeed fulfilled in the New
Covenant, but this does not mean that the former is abolished or dissolved. The Church is indeed the “New Israel”
(LG9), but this does not imply that Israel “in the flesh” has
been dispossessed of their divine election and promises.
The New Testament never claims that Israel’s special role
should come to an end after the coming of Christ. On the
contrary, it affirms the permanent validity of their covenant
with God. Neither do we find a confusion of identity between Israel and the Church in the New Testament; the
two remain distinct although closely related.
There are 77 references to Israel in the New Testament
and none of them refers to the Church. Try replacing the
words “the Church,” where Israel is mentioned and the
passage is rendered unreadable and incomprehensible,
e.g., Rom. 10:1, “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to
God for Israel is that they might be saved.” If you put “the
Church” where Israel is mentioned, then it is redundant.
The Church is the body of saved believers, so how could
Paul’s prayer be for the Church to be saved?
Jesus himself said that he had not come to abolish the
Torah and the prophets, which are the heart of God’s covenant with Israel:
Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I
say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one
tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.
(Matt. 5:17-18)

Moreover, the Church affirms the permanent validity of
The Hebrew Catholic, No. 92, Spring 2014

the Hebrew Scriptures (the Old Testament) as source of
Divine Revelation:

The Old Testament is an indispensable part of Sacred
Scripture. Its books are divinely inspired and retain a permanent value, for the Old Covenant has never been revoked.
(CCC 121)

Christians venerate the Old Testament as true Word of
God. The Church has always vigorously opposed the idea of
rejecting the Old Testament under the pretext that the New
has rendered it void (Marcionism). (CCC 123)

This means that the promises and end-time prophecies
to Israel in the Old Testament, many of which have never
been fulfilled, cannot be easily dismissed. Particularly remarkable are those which speak of the return of the House
of Jacob to their land (Israel) and its restoration, words
that have largely been fulfilled in Israel and the Jewish
people in the past century. (See Isa. 11:11-12; 43:5-6; 49:22-23;
Isa. 60:9-11; Jer. 16:14-16; Eze 35:1; 36; 37:1-14)

The magisterial documents of the Church, following St.
Paul, confirm that even after the Incarnation, Israel and the
Jewish people somehow remain the root and sustenance
of the Church. The Vatican II declaration Nostra Aetate3,
echoing chapter 11 of St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans,
declares that the Church “draws sustenance from the root
of that well-cultivated olive tree [Israel] onto which have
been grafted the wild shoots, the Gentiles.” Paul’s warning
to the Gentile Church in the illustration of the olive tree
(Rom. 11:17-24) is remarkably prophetic: Though natural
branches (Jews) were broken off the tree of Israel because
of their unbelief, and wild branches (Gentiles) were grafted
in their place, he warns the Gentiles not to become proud
or arrogant towards their roots, lest they too be cut off:
Do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast,
remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports you. (Rom 11:18)

Moreover, God has the power to graft the natural
branches of Israel back into their own olive tree. In light
of the Church’s contemptuous treatment of the Jews over
the greater part of Christian history, Paul’s warning went
unheeded. Indeed, his warning was prophetic: The arrogance of the Christian nations towards the Jewish people
throughout the ages - in some circles even persisting to
our own day - shows to what extent they had forgotten and
despised the root that was meant to support them.
Nostra Aetate also reminds us of Paul’s words about his
Jewish kinsmen: “theirs is the sonship and the glory and
the covenants and the law and the worship and the promises; theirs are the fathers and from them is the Christ according to the flesh.” (Rom. 9:4-5) The declaration continues:

As Holy Scripture testifies, Jerusalem did not recognize
the time of her visitation, nor did the Jews in large number,
accept the Gospel; indeed not a few opposed its spreading.

3 http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651028_nostra-aetate_en.html
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Nevertheless, God holds the Jews most dear for the sake of
their Fathers; He does not repent of the gifts He makes or of
the calls He issues. (NA 4; cf. Rom 11:28-29)

Paul could not be clearer: Despite Israel’s unbelief, God’s
gifts and calling to them are “irrevocable.” The declaration
also unequivocally opposes attributing guilt to the Jews
for the death of Christ or claiming that God has somehow
rejected them because of their non-acceptance of Jesus:

True, the Jewish authorities and those who followed
their lead pressed for the death of Christ; still, what happened in His passion cannot be charged against all the Jews,
without distinction, then alive, nor against the Jews of today.
Although the Church is the new people of God, the Jews
should not be presented as rejected or accursed by God, as
if this followed from the Holy Scriptures.” (NA 4)

Finally, consider this beautiful paragraph of the Catechism of the Catholic Church which affirms that Gentiles
can discover Jesus, the Messiah of Israel, “only by turning
towards the Jews”:

The Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of
Israel, Son of God and Savior of the world. The great feast of
Epiphany celebrates the adoration of Jesus by the wise men
(magi) from the East... In the magi, representatives of the
neighboring pagan religions, the Gospel sees the first-fruits
of the nations, who welcome the good news of salvation
through the Incarnation. The magi’s coming to Jerusalem in
order to pay homage to the king of the Jews shows that they
seek in Israel, in the messianic light of the star of David, the
one who will be king of the nations. Their coming means that
pagans can discover Jesus and worship him as Son of God
and Savior of the world only by turning towards the Jews
and receiving from them the messianic promise as contained
in the Old Testament. The Epiphany shows that “the full
number of the nations” now takes its “place in the family of
the patriarchs”, and acquires Israelitica dignitas (is made
“worthy of the heritage of Israel”) (CCC 528).

Conclusion

In conclusion, replacement theology or supersessionism
is a theological error that has no foundation in the New
Testament or teachings of the Church. Even though this
error became widespread and was taught by many influential Christians beginning with the Church Fathers, it was
never an official doctrine of the Catholic Church.
On the other hand, the fact that God’s election of Israel
remains valid does not mean that His covenant with them
is “salvific,” or that they can be fully justified before God
while they continue to reject the Gospel. This opposite
error, called dual-covenant theology, is treated in another
article.
Sources: (1) Supersessionism (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Su-

persessionism); (2) The Error of Replacement Theology by Clarence
Wagner (http://www.ldolphin.org/replacement/)
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Jewish Identity ...

Continued from page 10

of the Covenant (he simply says ‘People’). In fact in Romans
9:25, Paul quotes a polemic text from the prophet Osea (“I
shall call my People those who were not my people”) and
applies it to the Gentiles, to the Pagans, to all of us, to all
those who are not of Jewish origin. That is Paul’s achievement… We could say that in the eyes of Paul, Jesus Christ
represents nothing less than the elimination of the distance
between Gentiles and Jews. Saint Paul has much to say on
the walls that are drawn up. (interview by Lorenzo Cappelleti in 30
Jours, no. 5 – 2008, p. 63 – my translation)

At this point, it might be in order to point out that the
Council of Jerusalem in the Acts of the Apostles which
decided that pagan believers did not need to become Jews
to be Christians never said that Jews had to abandon their
faith to become Christians.
Rabbi Mark Tannenbaum wrote in The Jewish Inspiration for Inter-religious thematic Pluralism:

Never before in human history, in my judgment, have
Judaism and Christianity had an opportunity such as the
present one to translate their biblical theologies of creating
the unity of mankind under the fatherhood of God into actual
experience.

And Pope Benedict XVI in his 2005 book, Jesus of
Nazareth, wrote:

Hearing (not lineage)…is the basis on which a more
inclusive Israel is built – a renewed Israel, which does not
exclude or revoke the old one, but steps beyond it into the
domain of universality. (p. 66)

Yes, but provided Israel has the security of maintaining
its God-given “identity”.
With the widening apostasy from the Church in our
Western world, with the return of the Jewish people to
Israel after almost 2,000 years of exile, with the ashes of
6 million Jews and 8 million Christians forever mixed in
the cremation ovens, should we not besiege heaven with
the prayer that God give the grace necessary for faith in
Jesus as Lord to His First Chosen and always Beloved
people so that the engrafting of the natural branch to the
olive tree of the Church may be a resurrection for the whole
world! (cf. Rom. 11:15) In my opinion, a Hebrew Rite in the
Catholic Church would facilitate and accommodate such
a God-given grace!
[Ed. This article was submitted in 2011. We are in complete accord with Bishop LaRoque’s throughts regarding
the People Israel. On the question of a Hebrew Rite, we
point out that Fr. Friedman recognized certain benefits
that a Rite would possess in preserving the identity and
heritage of the People Israel. None the less, he preferred
the establishment of a juridically-approved community in
the Church. We will take up this matter in a future issue,
for which we invite your thoughts.]

> > >
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Is the Hebrew Bible Incomplete?
By Andrew Sholl

All Jews know, or ought to know from the Hebrew
Bible (the Old Testament), that the sacrificial system of
the Temple of Jerusalem only forgave sins that were committed inadvertently.
Of course, one could legitimately counter that sins committed inadvertently are not sins at all, since the very idea
of sin is to commit something to which we knowingly and
willingly give consent.
However, what is the situation where we park our car
without genuinely realizing that it’s a restricted parking
area? Whether we did it inadvertently or deliberately, we
can still be fined, and thus not be “forgiven”.
As for deliberate sins, the Jew had recourse to forgiveness on only one day of the year – the great day of Atonement, Yom Kippur, following ten Days of Awe after the
New Year.
On that day, the Jewish people lined up in rows at the
Temple (and now in the synagogue) and recited all the
possible sins that they could have committed. The High
Priest then chose one goat out of two by lot in order to
sacrifice it: After placing his hands on its head to transmit
all the sins of the people, he then chose another goat, also
placing his hands on its head to transmit the sins of the
people, and then he sent this Scapegoat into the Judean
wilderness to a place called Azazel.
After the High Priest sacrificed the first goat, he took
some of the blood, went behind the great curtain into the
Holy of Holies – the only time during the year that he was
allowed to do so – and sprinkled the blood on the Mercy
Seat between the two cherubim on the lid of the Ark of
the Covenant.
What is most significant is that the crimson thread that
was attached to the door knob of the Temple normally
turned white. This was to confirm Isaiah 1:18: “Though
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”
Naturally, the Jewish people greatly rejoiced, as they
had miraculously received visible proof that their sins had
indeed been forgiven by God.
However, we are told by Rabbi HaNassi in the Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Yoma 39 a & b, that for forty years
before the destruction of the Second Temple in Jerusalem
by the Romans in 70 A.D., the crimson coloured thread,
tied to the door of the Temple, did not go white – a national
calamity for Israel! Thus, since 30 A.D. when Jesus died,
Jews have no guarantee of God’s forgiveness on Yom
Kippur, the Day of Atonement. This then proves unambiguously that the Old Testament was incomplete without
the New Testament, since in it our Lord Jesus Christ, the
The Hebrew Catholic, No. 92, Spring 2014

Mashiah of Israel, dies on the Cross in order to save us
from our sins: We can ask for and receive forgiveness for
our sins. Did Jesus not say, I have not come to destroy the
Law, but to complete it?

> > >

Letters

Continued from page 7

the plaque hung on the Wall and dedicated to St. Pope John Paul
II who visited the actual Wailing Wall in Jerusalem and wrote the
prayer commemorated on the plaque.

“God of our fathers, you chose Abraham and his
descendants to bring your Name to the Nations.
We wish to commit ourselves to genuine brotherhood
with the people of the Covenant.”
Pope John Paul II
At the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem, March 26, 2000

> > >
The Bible and the Mass

Continued from page 16

studying his vision of Sacred Time, Sacred Space, Sacred
Art, Sacred Architecture, and Sacred Music!
Finally, as a bonus, Dr. Pitre also includes an in-depth
lecture on liturgical abuses that have arisen in recent years,
and the Vatican’s instructions on how to deal with them. If
you’ve ever wanted to understand the mystery and meaning
of Christian worship from a biblical perspective, then this
study is for you!” [From web site description]

> > >
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Jesus the Bridegroom

The Greatest Love Story
Ever Told
Dr. Brant Pitre
Image, ©2014
Hardcover, 198 pages
$23.00
Sale: $18.50
$3.69 shipping, 1st book
.48 each additional book

“In Jesus the Bridegroom, Brant Pitre once again taps
into the wells of Jewish Scripture and tradition, unlocking the secrets of what is arguably the most well-known
symbol of the Christian faith: the cross of Christ. In this
thrilling exploration, Pitre shows how the suffering and
death of Jesus was far more than a tragic Roman execution. Instead, the Passion of Christ was the fulfillment of
ancient Jewish prophecies of a wedding, when the God
of the universe would wed himself to humankind in an
everlasting nuptial covenant.
“To be sure, most Christians are familiar with the apostle
Paul’s teaching that Christ is the ‘Bridegroom’ and the
Church is the ‘Bride.’ But what does this really mean?
And what would ever possess Paul to compare the death
of Christ to the love of a husband for his wife? How could
a first-century Jew like Paul, who knew how brutal Roman
crucifixions were, have ever compared it to a wedding?
Is that how you would have described it? And why does
he refer to this as the ‘great mystery’ (Ephesians 5:32)?
“As Pitre shows, the key to unlocking this mystery can
be found by going back to Jewish Scripture and tradition
and seeing the entire history of salvation, from Mount Sinai
to Mount Calvary, as a divine love story between Creator
and creature, between God and Israel, between Christ and
his bride – a story that comes to its climax on the wood
of a Roman cross.
“In the pages of Jesus the Bridegroom, dozens of familiar
passages in the Bible – the Exodus, the Song of Songs, the
Wedding at Cana, the Woman at the Well, the Last Supper,
the Crucifixion, and even the Second Coming at the End of
Time – are suddenly transformed before our eyes. Indeed,
when seen in the light of Jewish Scripture and tradition,
the life of Christ is nothing less than the greatest love story
ever told.” [From book jacket]
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The Bible and the
Mass:

Jewish Roots of Christian Liturgy
Dr. Brant Pitre
Catholic Productions,
©2009, 22 CDs
$135.00, Sale: $108.00
$4.17 shipping, 1st album
.96 each additional album
“In this fascinating new study, Dr. Brant Pitre takes
something Catholics are very familiar with: the Mass—
with all its signs, symbols, rituals, and words—and studies
it in light of worship in the Bible: from the Tabernacle of
Moses, the Temple of Solomon, the life of Jesus, and all
the way to Vatican II and Pope Benedict XVI’s biblical
theology of the liturgy. The result is an in-depth explanation of the Mass and the meaning of Christian worship.
This series covers such topics as:
• The Sanctuaries of the Old Testament: What was
worship like in the Tabernacle of Moses? What about the
Temple of Solomon? What did these buildings look like,
and what was the meaning of their signs and symbols?
• Ancient Jewish Sacrifice: Christians are often puzzled
by all of the animal sacrifices in the Old Testament. Learn
how the biblical sacrifices (both “bloody” and “unbloody”)
pointed forward to and were fulfilled by Jesus.
• Jesus and the Jewish Feasts: Learn about the seven
Jewish feasts of the liturgical year—Passover, Unleavened
Bread, First Fruits, Pentecost, Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and Tabernacles—and how Jesus fulfilled each one
of them in his own life, death, Resurrection, and Ascension. This section alone is worth the price of the whole set!
• The Biblical Roots of the Mass: In this section,
Dr. Pitre takes you step by step through each part of the
Mass—such as the “I Confess,” the “Lord, Have Mercy,”
the Eucharistic prayer—and shows you where each part
comes from in the Bible, and how the Bible unlocks its
hidden meaning.
• Vatican II and the Latin Mass: What happened with
Vatican II and the Mass? What did the council actually
teach? Why was a new form of the Mass issued by Pope
Paul VI, and why has Pope Benedict recently revived the
traditional Latin Mass?
• Pope Benedict’s Theology of the Liturgy: Learn
how biblical Pope Benedict’s theology of worship is, by
Continued on page 15
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