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Daniel 9:24–27

“Seventy weeks of years are decreed concerning your people and
your holy city, to finish the transgression, to put an end to sin, and to
atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both
vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy place. Know therefore
and understand that from the going forth of the word to restore and
build Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a prince, there shall
be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks. It shall be built again with
squares and moat, but in a troubled time. And after the sixty-two
weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off, and shall have nothing; and
the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the
sanctuary.”
(RSV, slightly modified.)
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Daniel 9:24–27

Four important points:
(1) the Messiah will “put an end to sin,” “atone for iniquity,”
and “bring in everlasting righteousness” (Dan 9: 24);
(2) a Messiah will be “cut off” or slain;
(3) the death of the Messiah will be followed by the
destruction of the city and the sanctuary at the hands of
another people; and
(4) the time-frame for the coming of the Messiah is indicated
obscurely by seventy “weeks of years.”
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St. Jerome on Daniel 9:24–27
“There is no doubt but what it constitutes a prediction
of Christ’s advent, for He appeared to the world at the
end of seventy weeks. After Him . . . sin reached its end
and iniquity was destroyed. An eternal righteousness
also was proclaimed which overcame the mere
righteousness of the law; and the vision and the
prophecy were fulfilled, inasmuch as the Law and the
Prophets endured until the time of John the Baptist
(Luke 16), and then the Saint of saints was anointed. . . .
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St. Jerome on Daniel 9:24–27
“The angel specified … four hundred and ninety years from
the issuing of the word that the petition be granted and that
Jerusalem be rebuilt. The specified interval began in the
twentieth year of Artaxerxes, King of the Persians; for it was
his cupbearer, Nehemiah, who . . . petitioned the king and
obtained his request that Jerusalem be rebuilt. And this was
the word or decree which granted permission for the
construction of the city and its encompassment with walls; for
up until that time it had lain open to the incursions of the
surrounding nations.”
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On	Daniel’s	Prophecy	of	the	70	Weeks
Roger Beckwith on Daniel 9:24–27: “There is strong
evidence to show that the Essenes, the Pharisees and the
Zealots all thought that they could date, at least
approximately, the time when the Son of David would come,
and that in each case their calculations were based upon
Daniel’s prophecy of the 70 Weeks (Dan. 9:24–27),
understood as 70 weeks of years. The later attempts of the
Christian Fathers to show that this prophecy was fulfilled by
the coming of Jesus, and accords with the time at which he
came, had therefore a considerable tradition behind them.”
Roger Beckwith, Calendar and Chronology, Jewish and Christian (Leiden: Brill, 1996), 217.
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Messianic	Prophecies	of	the	Suffering	Servant
Isaiah 42:1–7 (quoted in Matthew 12:18–21):

“Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen,
in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit
upon him, he will bring forth justice to the
nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or
make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will
not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not
quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice.
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Messianic	Prophecies	of	the	Suffering	Servant
Isaiah 42:1–7 cont.:
“He will not fail or be discouraged till he has
established justice in the earth; and the islands
wait for his law. Thus says God . . . : ‘I have
called you in righteousness, I have taken you by
the hand and kept you; I have given you as a
covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to
open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the
prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those
who sit in darkness.’”
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Three	important	points	of	Isaiah	42:1-7

1) The Messiah:
unique and elect servant of the Lord,
the Father delights in him,
receives the Spirit of the Lord,
meek and merciful.
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Three	important	points	of	Isaiah	42:1-7

2) “Given for a covenant with the people.”
Sacrificial implication.
Covenants are sealed by the blood of a victim.

The suffering servant inaugurates a new Covenant.
Isaiah 49:8
Jeremiah 31:31–33
Ezekiel 36:25–27
Daniel 9:27

3) His mission:
Universal (includes the Gentiles) 10



Messianic	Prophecies	of	the	Suffering	Servant
Isaiah 49:1–6: “The Lord called me from the womb,
from the body of my mother he named my name. . . . But
I said, “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength
for nothing and vanity. . .” And now the Lord says, who
formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring
Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to
him, . . . : “It is too light a thing that you should be my
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the
preserved of Israel; I will give you as a light to the
nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the
earth.” 11



Messianic	Prophecies	of	the	Suffering	Servant

Isaiah 49:7–9: “Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of
Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised,
abhorred by the nations, the servant of rulers: “Kings
shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate
themselves. . .” Thus says the Lord: “In a time of favor I
have answered you, in a day of salvation I have helped
you; I have kept you and given you as a covenant to the
people, to establish the land, to apportion the desolate
heritages; saying to the prisoners, ‘Come forth,’ to those
who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’”
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Messianic	Prophecies	of	the	Suffering	Servant

Isaiah 50:5–7:

“The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not
rebellious, I turned not backward. I gave my back to the
smiters, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the
beard; I hid not my face from shame and spitting. For
the Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been
confounded; therefore I have set my face like a flint, and
I know that I shall not be put to shame.”
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Messianic	Prophecies	of	the	Suffering	Servant
Isaiah 53:2–6: “He had no form or comeliness that we should
look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. He was
despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their
faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he
has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed
him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that made us whole,
and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord
has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 14



Messianic	Prophecies	of	the	Suffering	Servant
Isaiah 53:7–9: “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet
he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is dumb, so
he opened not his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was
taken away; and as for his generation, who considered that he
was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the
transgression of my people? And they made his grave with the
wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done
no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.
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Messianic	Prophecies	of	the	Suffering	Servant
Isaiah 53:10–12: “Yet it was the will of the Lord to bruise
him; he has put him to grief; when he makes himself an
offering for sin, he shall see his offspring. . . . The will of the
Lord shall prosper in his hand; he shall see the fruit of the
travail of his soul and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the
righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted
righteous; and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will
divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the
spoil with the strong; because he poured out his soul to death,
and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin
of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”
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Jesus	alludes	to	Isaiah	suffering	servant	texts

• Three predictions of His death
(Matt 16:21; Matt 17:12, 22–23; Matt 20:18–19)

• “For the Son of man also came not to be served but
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
(Matt 20:28; Mark 10:45)

• “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured
out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”
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Messianic	Prophecies	of	the	Suffering	Servant
Psalm 22: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
… But I am a worm, and no man, scorned by men and
despised by the people. All who see me mock at me, they
make mouths at me, they wag their heads. He committed his
cause to the Lord, let him deliver him, let him rescue him,
for he delights in him! . . . I am poured out like water, and all
my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax, it is melted
within my breast; . . . a company of evildoers encircle me;
they have pierced my hands and feet—I can count all my
bones—they stare and gloat over me; they divide my
garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.”
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Messianic	Prophecies	of	the	Suffering	Servant
Matthew 27:39–42:

“And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads
and saying, ‘. . . If you are the Son of God, come down from
the cross.’ So also the chief priests, with the scribes and
elders, mocked him, saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot
save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down
now from the cross, and we will believe in him.’”
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Messianic	Prophecies	of	the	Suffering	Servant
Wisdom 2:12–20: “Let us lie in wait for the righteous
man, because he is inconvenient to us and opposes our
actions; he reproaches us for sins against the law, and
accuses us of sins against our training. He professes to have
knowledge of God, and calls himself a child of the Lord. He
became to us a reproof of our thoughts; the very sight of him
is a burden to us, because his manner of life is unlike that of
others, and his ways are strange. We are considered by him
as something base, and he avoids our ways as unclean; he
calls the last end of the righteous happy, and boasts that God
is his father. 20



Messianic	Prophecies	of	the	Suffering	Servant
Wisdom 2:12–20 cont.: “Let us see if his words are
true, and let us test what will happen at the end of his life;
for if the righteous man is God’s son, he will help him, and
will deliver him from the hand of his adversaries. Let us test
him with insult and torture, that we may find out how gentle
he is, and make trial of his forbearance. Let us condemn him
to a shameful death, for, according to what he says, he will
be protected.
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Messianic	Prophecies	of	the	Suffering	Servant
Psalm 118:22–23:

“The stone which the builders rejected; the same is
become the head of the corner. This is the Lord’s doing
and it is wonderful in our eyes.”
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Zechariah 12:10

“And I will pour out on the house of David and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of compassion 
and supplication, so that, when they look on him 
whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for 
him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep 
bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.”
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Zechariah 13:7–8

“Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, 
against the man who stands next to me,” says 
the Lord of hosts. “Strike the shepherd, that 
the sheep may be scattered.” 
• Jesus refers this text to Himself after the Last Supper 

(Mark 14:27; Matt 26:31).
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The Suffering of the Messiah in the Rabbinical
Tradition

Raphael Patai: “The Messiah . . . must spend his entire
life, from the moment of his creation until the time of
his advent many centuries or even millennia later, in a
state of constant and acute suffering. Despised and
afflicted with unhealing wounds, he sits in the gates of
Great Rome and winds and unwinds the bandages of his
festering sores; as a Midrash expresses it, ‘pains have
adopted him.’
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The Suffering of the Messiah in the Rabbinical
Tradition

Raphael Patai: “According to one of the most
moving… of all Messiah legends, God, when He created
the Messiah, gave him the choice whether or not to
accept the sufferings for the sins of Israel. And the
Messiah answered: ‘I accept it with joy, so that not a
single soul of Israel should perish.’ In the later, Zoharic
formulation of this legend, the Messiah himself
summons all the diseases, pains, and sufferings of Israel
to come upon him, in order thus to ease the anguish of
Israel, which otherwise would be unbearable. 26



The Suffering of the Messiah in the Rabbinical
Tradition

The Midrash (Pesikta Rabbati): “During the seven-
year period preceding the coming of the son of David,
iron beams will be brought and loaded upon his neck
until the Messiah’s body is bent low. Then he will cry
and weep, and his voice will rise up to the very height of
heaven, and he will say to God: Master of the universe,
how much can my strength endure? How much can my
spirit endure? How much my breath before it ceases?
How much can my limbs suffer? Am I not flesh-and-
blood? 27



The Suffering of the Messiah in the Rabbinical
Tradition

The Midrash (Pesikta Rabbati) cont.:
“It was because of the ordeal of the son of David that
David wept, saying ‘My strength is dried up like a
potsherd’ (Ps 22:16). During the ordeal of the son of
David, the Holy One, blessed be He, will say to him:
‘Ephraim, My true Messiah, long ago, ever since the six
days of creation, thou didst take this ordeal upon thyself.
At this moment, thy pain is like My pain.’”
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The	Resurrection
•Psalm 16:10: “For thou dost not give me up to Sheol, or let
thy godly one see the Pit.”
• Isaiah 52:13: The servant, whose suffering is described in
the following verses (Isa 53), is said to be “exalted and lifted
up, and shall be very high.”
• It is also implicit in the fact that the Messiah is said to have
an eternal reign in which He will be seated at the Lord’s right
hand (Ps 110:1).
•The Resurrection enables a slain Messiah to be exalted to
rule “while the sun endures, and as long as the moon,
throughout all generations” (Ps 72:5) on a throne that “shall
be established for ever” (2 Sam 7:16). 29



Objection:	Jesus	Did	Not	Fulfill	the	Fundamental	
Jewish	Messianic	Expectations

•The Messiah should bring the exiles back to Israel and restore
the Kingdom of Israel and the Temple.
•The restoration of the Kingdom should include:
• restore the Shekinah—the indwelling divine presence—to
Israel;
•bring the twelve tribes and the nations under one King, the
Son of David;
• forgiveness of sins and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit
on Israel and the nations.
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Response	on	the	Fulfillment	of	Fundamental	
Jewish	Messianic	Expectations

•The restored Shekinah is the Incarnation and continues
in Christ’s Eucharistic presence.
• The ingathering of the ten lost tribes is accomplished
progressively through the incorporation of Jews and
Gentiles through the new Exodus, which is Baptism
and Confirmation,
• through which the Holy Spirit is given to write the
Torah on the heart.
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Response	on	the	Fulfillment	of	Fundamental	
Jewish	Messianic	Expectations

The messianic kingdom, like the resurrection, comprises
two fundamental stages.
•The resurrection of the Messiah and the sending of the
Holy Spirit inaugurate the messianic kingdom in which
their power is at work under sacramental veils while
death and evil continue to oppose the fullness of the
Kingdom.
•This will be complete only with the return of the
Messiah and the general resurrection.
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Response	on	the	Fulfillment	of	Fundamental	
Jewish	Messianic	Expectations

This two-step process is given in 1 Corinthians 15:22–26:
“For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made
alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at
his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end,
when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after
destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he
must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The
last enemy to be destroyed is death.”
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On the Importance of the Prophecies
Paschal: “If a single man had written a book foretelling the
time and manner of Jesus’ coming and Jesus had come in
conformity with these prophecies, this would carry infinite
weight. But there is much more here. There is a succession of
men over a period of four thousand years, coming consistently
and invariably one after the other, to foretell the same coming;
there is an entire people proclaiming it, existing for four
thousand years to testify in a body to the certainty they feel
about it, from which they cannot be deflected by whatever
threats and persecutions they may suffer. This is of a quite
different order of importance.”
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Messianic Prophecies in the New Testament

These prophecies include:

• the Annunciation to Mary by the angel Gabriel
• the message of the angel to St. Joseph
• the message of the angel to the shepherds of
Bethlehem
• the recognition of Jesus by St. Elizabeth, St.
Simeon, and the prophetess Anna.

35



Messianic Prophecies in the New Testament
St. John the Baptist is the one who performs the
sublime role of pointing out Jesus as the Messiah.

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is
coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am
not worthy to carry; he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand,
and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his
wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire” (Matt 3:11).
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Messianic Prophecies in the New Testament
•John 1:29: “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world.”
•John 1:30: “This is he of whom I said, ‘After me
comes a man who ranks before me, for he was before
me.”
•John 1:34: “I have seen and have borne witness that
this is the Son of God.”
•John 3:31: “He who comes from above is above all; he
who is of the earth belongs to the earth, and of the earth
he speaks; he who comes from heaven is above all.”

37



Messianic Prophecies in the New Testament

•John 3:28–30: “You yourselves bear me witness, that I
said, I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before
him. He who has the bride is the bridegroom; the friend
of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices
greatly at the bridegroom’s voice; therefore this joy of
mine is now full. He must increase, but I must
decrease.”
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Summary of the Messianic Prophecies: Surprise and 
Convergence

2 Sam 7:12–16: God has chosen a particular lineage
through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, and David.
Mic 5:2: His advent will occur in Bethlehem
Dan 9:24–25: almost five hundred years after the
rebuilding of Jerusalem following the Babylonian exile.
Isa 7:14: The Messiah will be born of a virgin,
Mic 5:2: although “his going forth is from the
beginning”
Isa 7:14: and He is to be “God with us”
Deut 18:15: He is to be a new Moses and a new David.
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Summary of the Messianic Prophecies
2 Sam 7:12–16; Ps 72: He will inaugurate a universal
kingdom that will last forever
Gen 12:3: in Him all nations will be blessed.
Dan 9:24: He will abolish iniquity, crush the head of the
ancient serpent, and introduce perfect righteousness.
Isa 53; Dan 9:26: He will be slain,
Dan 9:26: and some time thereafter, Jerusalem and the
Temple will be burnt and destroyed by another people
and prince.
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Summary of the Messianic Prophecies
Ps 16:10: Death, however, cannot hold Him,
Isa 52:13: He shall be exalted
Ps 110:1: and rule “at the right hand” of the Lord
Ps 72:5: until the sun is no more.

41


