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The	Birth	of	the	Messiah	in	Bethlehem:	Micah	5:2
“But you, O Bethlehem Eph'rathah, who are little
to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.”

St. Justin Martyr says that the birth of Jesus in
Bethlehem could still be ascertained from
documents existing at that time, which he refers to
as the “registers of the taxing made under
Cyrenius, your first procurator in Judaea.” 2



Pre-existence	of	the	Messiah
Micah 5:2 alludes to the dual nature and birth of
Christ, in that it says that He is born in history in
Bethlehem and begotten from the Father before the
ages. The Hebrew word for “ancient” is
“olam” )םָלֹוע ), which is frequently used to signify
eternity.
Proverbs 8:22–31 also speaks of the pre-existent
and eternal Wisdom of God, who is distinct from
God the Father and yet rejoices to be with the sons
of men. 3



Pre-existence	of	the	Messiah

The First Book of Enoch (a Jewish source
perhaps written 150 years before Christ) says the
Messiah is a
“son of man, … a light of the gentiles and he will
become the hope of those who are sick in their hearts.
All those who dwell upon the earth shall fall and
worship before him. . . . For this purpose he became
the Chosen One; he was concealed in the presence of
(the Lord of the Spirits) prior to the creation of the
world, and for eternity.”
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Pre-existence	of	the	Messiah
•A well-known Talmudic text speaks of “seven things 

created before the world was made,” of which the last is 
the name of the Messiah. The list reads: “Torah, 
repentance, the Garden of Eden, Gehenna, the throne of 
glory, the house of the sanctuary, and the name of the 
Messiah.” 
• The Talmud supports this assertion with Psalm 72:17: 

“His name shall endure for ever and has existed before 
the sun” (Ps. 72:17). 

• Nedarim 4:4a, I.3.C, in The Babylonian Talmud: A Translation and Commentary, Jacob Neusner (Peabody, MA: 
Hendrickson, 2011), 10a:108.
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Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom
The Messiah	Will	Come	during	the	Time	of	the	

Second	Temple
Haggai 2:7–9:
“I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all
nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with
splendor, says the LORD of hosts. The silver is
mine, and the gold is mine, says the LORD of hosts.
The latter splendor of this house shall be greater than
the former, says the LORD of hosts; and in this place
I will give prosperity [shalom], says the LORD of
hosts.” 6



Malachi 3:1–2

Behold, I send my messenger to prepare the way 
before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple; the messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears?
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Malachi 4:5–6

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before 
the great and terrible day of the LORD comes. 
And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their 
children and the hearts of children to their 
fathers, lest I come and smite the land with a 
curse.”
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Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom
• The expectation of a messiah from the line of David, as

announced in the prophecy of Nathan, was naturally
connected with the expectation that this new David would
exercise kingship over a renewed and united kingdom of
Israel. After the exile of the ten northern tribes to Assyria
and then of the remaining two tribes to Babylon, this Davidic
expectation looked forward to the full return of the exiles to
the land of Israel in a “new exodus,” the defeat of the great
pagan empires, and the establishment of Israel as a universal
kingdom of peace.
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Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom
Prophecies of a New Covenant
Jeremiah 31:31–33:

“Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
the house of Judah, not like the covenant which I
made with their fathers when I took them by the hand
to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant
which they broke, though I was their husband, says
the Lord.”
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Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom
Prophecies of a New Covenant
Jeremiah 31:31–33 cont.:
“But this is the covenant which I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will
put my law within them, and I will write it upon their
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my
people. And no longer shall each man teach his
neighbor and each his brother, saying, “Know the
Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”11



Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom
Prophecies of a New Covenant
Ezekiel 36:24–27: “For I will take you from among the
Gentiles, and will gather you together out of all the
countries, and will bring you into your own land. And I
will pour upon you clean water, and you shall be
cleansed from all your filthiness, and I will cleanse you
from all your idols. And I will give you a new heart, and
put a new spirit within you, and I will take away the
stony heart out of your flesh, and will give you a heart of
flesh. And I will put my spirit in the midst of you, and I
will cause you to walk in my commandments, and to
keep my judgments, and do them.” 12



Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom

Malachi 1:11:

“For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name is
great among the nations, and in every place incense is
offered to my name, and a pure offering; for my name is
great among the nations, says the Lord of hosts.”
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Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom
“Out	of	Zion	Shall	Go	Forth	the	Law”	

Isaiah 2:2–3
“It shall come to pass in the latter days that the
mountain of the house of the Lord shall be
established as the highest of the mountains, and shall
be raised above the hills; and all the nations shall
flow to it, and many peoples shall come, and say:
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to
the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us
his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’

14



Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom
“Out	of	Zion	Shall	Go	Forth	the	Law”	

Isaiah 2:3–4
“For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word
of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between
the nations, and shall decide for many peoples; and
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruning hooks.”
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Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom
“Out	of	Zion	Shall	Go	Forth	the	Law”	

Zechariah 8:22–23:
“Many peoples and strong nations shall come to
seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, and to entreat
the favor of the Lord. Thus says the Lord of hosts: In
those days ten men from the nations of every tongue
shall take hold of the robe of a Jew, saying, ‘Let us
go with you, for we have heard that God is with
you.’”
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Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom
“Light	to	the	Nations”

Isaiah 60:1–5: “Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For
behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick
darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon
you, and his glory will be seen upon you. And nations
shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness
of your rising. Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you; your sons
shall come from afar; . . . the wealth of the nations
shall come to you. 17



Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom
“Light	to	the	Nations”

Isaiah 60:6–11
“A multitude of camels shall cover you; . . . all those from
Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord. . . .
Foreigners shall build up your walls, and their kings shall
minister to you. . . . Your gates shall be open continually;
day and night they shall not be shut; that men may bring to
you the wealth of the nations, with their kings led in
procession.”
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Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom
Christ	the	King	

Psalm 72:7–17
“In his days shall justice spring up, and abundance of peace,
till the moon be taken away. And he shall rule from sea to
sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth. Before
him the Ethiopians shall fall down, and his enemies shall
lick the ground. The kings of Tharsis and the islands shall
offer presents; the kings of the Arabians and of Saba shall
bring gifts. And all kings of the earth shall adore him; all
nations shall serve him. . . . And in him shall all the tribes of
the earth be blessed; all nations shall magnify him.”
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Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom
Three	Prophecies	in	Daniel	on	the	Messianic	

Kingdom	
Daniel 2:32–45. In Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, a statue made
of gold, silver, bronze, and iron was destroyed by a stone
not cut by human hands that grew into a mountain. The four
metals correspond to four world empires. The Babylonian
empire is the head of gold. Three other empires follow, and
the last would be “strong as iron, because iron breaks to
pieces and shatters all things; and like iron which crushes, it
shall break and crush all these” (Dan 2:40). The last world
empire (Rome) would have a weakness represented by feet
and toes partly of iron and partly of clay.
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Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom

Daniel 2:34–35: “As you looked, a stone was cut out
by no human hand, and it smote the image on its feet
of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces; then the
iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all
together were broken in pieces, and became like the
chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind
carried them away, so that not a trace of them could
be found. But the stone that struck the image became
a great mountain and filled the whole earth.”
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Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom

Daniel 2:44–45: “And in the days of those kings the
God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall
never be destroyed, nor shall its sovereignty be left to
another people. It shall break in pieces all these
kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand
for ever; just as you saw that a stone was cut from a
mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in
pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the
gold.”
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Daniel 2:32–45. Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
St. Jerome’s interpretation of the fourth empire as Rome
“Now the fourth empire, which clearly refers to the Romans, is 
the iron empire which breaks in pieces and overcomes all 
others. But its feet and toes are partly of iron and partly of 
earthenware, a fact most clearly demonstrated at the present 
time. For just as there was at the first nothing stronger or 
hardier than the Roman realm, so also in these last days there 
is nothing more feeble, since we require the assistance of 
barbarian tribes both in our civil wars and against foreign 
nations.”
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Daniel 2:32–45. Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
St. Jerome’s interpretation of the fifth Kingdom

“However, at the final period of all these empires of 
gold and silver and bronze and iron, a rock (namely, the 
Lord and Savior) was cut off without hands, that is, 
without copulation or human seed and by birth from a 
virgin’s womb; and after all the empires had been 
crushed, He became a great mountain and filled the 
whole earth.”
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Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom

The Church realizes this prophecy of Daniel in 4 ways:
•Supernatural origin.
•Truly universal in scope.
•The universality of the Church develops over time, as
the stone gradually grew into a mountain filling the
earth.
•The supernatural kingdom was given a sovereignty
that would never be destroyed, and the Church has now
withstood the ravages of time for twenty centuries.
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Daniel’s	Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom
Daniel 7:3-8
• In his own dream, Daniel sees a lion, a bear, a leopard,
and a fourth beast with no name, “terrible and
wonderful, and exceeding strong,” with “great iron
teeth” and ten horns. These four beasts apparently
correspond to the four empires in Daniel 2, and their
corresponding kings.
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Daniel 7:13-14
“I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the
clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man,
and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented
before him. And to him was given dominion and glory
and kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom
one that shall not be destroyed.”
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Messianic Interpretation of Daniel 7:13-14 
in 1 Enoch 46-48

• In 1 Enoch 46, the seer sees a vision of the Ancient 
of Days, described in a way similar to Daniel 7, and 
with Him a “Son of Man, to whom belongs 
righteousness, and with whom righteousness 
dwells.” 
•This Son of Man will “depose the kings from their 
thrones and kingdoms” as Judge over the nations. 
He is also said to be “light of the gentiles” and 
existing from before creation.
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Messianic Interpretation of Daniel 7:13-14 
in 4 Ezra (end of first century AD)

• In 4 Ezra, the seer beholds “something like the figure of a man
come up out of the heart of the sea. And I looked, and behold, that
man flew with the clouds of heaven.”
•He then asks for an interpretation of the vision and is told that
“this is he whom the Most High has been keeping for many ages,
who will himself deliver his creation; and he will direct those who
are left.”
• This figure is identified as God’s Son who “will reprove the
assembled nations for their ungodliness” and lead back the ten lost
tribes of Israel. 4 Ezra makes it clear that the fourth kingdom refers
to Rome, whom the Messiah will defeat.
• The early Christians followed this line of interpretation.
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Daniel 7:13-14 Alluded to by Jesus
•Jesus says that all “will see the Son of man coming on
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory”
(Matt 24:30; parallel to Mark 13:26; Luke 21:27).
•At His trial, when questioned by Caiaphas if He was
the Messiah, the Son of God, Jesus said: “You have
said so. But I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of
man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming on
the clouds of heaven.’ Then the High Priest rent his
garments, and said, ‘He has uttered blasphemy’” (Matt
26:63–65).
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Daniel 7:13-14 Alluded to by Jesus
•Matthew 19:28: “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when
the Son of man shall sit on his glorious throne, you who have
followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.”
•Matthew 25:31: “When the Son of man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious
throne.”
•Matthew 28:18–20: “All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations…”
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Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom
Daniel 9:24–27:
“Seventy weeks of years are decreed concerning your
people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to
put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in
everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and
prophet, and to anoint a most holy place. Know
therefore and understand that from the going forth of
the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming
of an anointed one, a prince, there shall be seven weeks.
Then for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with
squares and moat, but in a troubled time.” 32



Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom
Daniel 9:24–27 cont.:

“Then for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with
squares and moat, but in a troubled time. And after the
sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off, and
shall have nothing; and the people of the prince who is
to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end
shall come with a flood, and to the end there shall be
war; desolations are decreed.”
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Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom

Daniel 9:24–27 cont.:
Four important points:
(1) the Messiah will “put an end to sin,” “atone for iniquity,”
and “bring in everlasting righteousness” (Dan 9: 24);
(2) a Messiah will be “cut off” or slain;
(3) the death of the Messiah will be followed by the
destruction of the city and the sanctuary at the hands of
another people; and
(4) the time-frame for the coming of the Messiah is indicated
obscurely by seventy “weeks of years.”
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Prophecies	of	the	Messianic	Kingdom
St. Jerome on Daniel 9:24–27: “There is no doubt but
what it constitutes a prediction of Christ’s advent, for
He appeared to the world at the end of seventy weeks.
After Him . . . sin reached its end and iniquity was
destroyed. An eternal righteousness also was
proclaimed which overcame the mere righteousness of
the law; and the vision and the prophecy were fulfilled,
inasmuch as the Law and the Prophets endured until the
time of John the Baptist (Luke 16), and then the Saint
of saints was anointed. . . . Now the angel himself
specified seventy weeks of years, that is to say, four 35



St. Jerome on Daniel 9:24–27
“The angel specified … four hundred and ninety years from
the issuing of the word that the petition be granted and that
Jerusalem be rebuilt. The specified interval began in the
twentieth year of Artaxerxes, King of the Persians; for it was
his cupbearer, Nehemiah, who . . . petitioned the king and
obtained his request that Jerusalem be rebuilt. And this was
the word or decree which granted permission for the
construction of the city and its encompassment with walls; for
up until that time it had lain open to the incursions of the
surrounding nations.”
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On	Daniel’s	Prophecy	of	the	70	Weeks
Roger Beckwith on Daniel 9:24–27: “There is strong
evidence to show that the Essenes, the Pharisees and the
Zealots all thought that they could date, at least
approximately, the time when the Son of David would come,
and that in each case their calculations were based upon
Daniel’s prophecy of the 70 Weeks (Dan. 9:24–27),
understood as 70 weeks of years. The later attempts of the
Christian Fathers to show that this prophecy was fulfilled by
the coming of Jesus, and accords with the time at which he
came, had therefore a considerable tradition behind them.”
Roger Beckwith, Calendar and Chronology, Jewish and Christian (Leiden: Brill, 1996), 217.
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