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Dear Mishpocha (Family), 

We have some exciting news to share with all of you.  We have 2 or 3 new 
havurot starting soon.  One in Bedford, U.K., and one in New Port Richey, 
Florida, USA and one possibly in Wisconsin.  Details will follow in this 
newsletter.  We also want to send our heartfelt mazel tov to the newest 
Hebrew Catholic Permanent Deacon, Mark Neugebauer and his wife, Sue.  
Yeshua is moving in our midst and answering prayers, Baruch HaShem 
(Praise His Name)! 

Many in our havurot are taking a summer break, and we want to wish you all 
a wonderful summer, unless you are in the Southern Hemisphere!  Let’s take 
this time to recharge and pray up for the upcoming High Holidays.  We hope 
and pray that God will inspire more of you to gather some like-hearted 
friends to start a havurah in your part of the Diaspora.  Let us know how 
we can assist you with your plans.  We are only an email or phone call away 
if you need us.  

Let us ask for our Blessed Jewish Mother’s intercession for each of you 
and all the havurot.  Let us ask Miriam to intercede on behalf of all of Israel 
and to bring Our People home. Let us pray for the Peace of Jerusalem. 

Shalom in Yeshua and Miriam, 

Ken and Flora Wilsker 



 

A Note from Ken and Flora 

We have some news to share regarding an old friend from Long Island whom we knew briefly 
from our days in Messianic Judaism.  Miracles do happen, and after more than 25 years, we 
reconnected with a couple that we noticed on the Facebook group. We had lost touch with 
them, and it was a great blessing to learn that they, too, had found their way home to the 
Catholic Church and are now in the process of starting a havurah in their new home, Florida.   
Here is their story and details about the new havurah. 

New Havurah in New Port Richey, Florida 

This is a love story- a story about God's merciful love and about havurah, which is really 
all about the family – what the Catechism has termed the Domestic Church! 

On a very hot summer morning, August 9, 2012 to be exact, the Feast of St. Teresa 
Benedicta of the Cross, we made our way into St James Chapel. My husband Stan was 
about to be confirmed into the Catholic Church. With no input from me or without any 
awareness that it was the Feast of our Jewish Saint, the Pastor determined that August 
9 was the day! 

It had been a long and circuitous journey to reach this grace-filled moment, with 
significant milestones along the way. 
  
No one realized it then, but Stan was born on the Feast of St. Stanislaus into a loving 
New York Jewish family where some of the family, Holocaust survivors, still bore the 
tattooed identification numbers on their forearms. 
   
Stan experienced the tragic death of his Mother at the tender age of 5, and his dad, 
Morris, still grieving with barely a 4th grade education, worked long hours to support his 
family. His aged parents, originally from Ukraine, were willing to care for just one of the 
two children, so up until the age of 12, Stan went to live with his beloved Grandparents, 
Erna and Izzy. Although some in his family were observant Jews, somehow Stan would 
never become Bar Mitzvahed.  

Years later, Pop (Morris) remarried, and the family, including a younger sister, was 
reunited and purchased a home on Long Island. Adoptive Mom, Sara, provided a loving 
home for the family and saw to it that all the major Jewish liturgical feast days were 
observed, including Pesach and the High Holy Days. 

Stan attended the local public schools and remembers on one occasion sneaking into a 
Catholic Church with some friends, just to see what it was like inside. When he turned 
18, he had taken some college courses but decided he needed to join the military, 
where he hoped to see combat in Vietnam, but ultimately he served most of his tour in 
the Pentagon. During that time, he fell in love with and later married a young nursing 
student, me! (Catholic, but non-practicing). Three years later, Stan had been honorably 



discharged, and we moved back to Long Island where G-d blessed us with a daughter 
and a set of twin boys. 

Sara was delighted with the twins and made a big family party to celebrate their 
circumcision (Brit Milah) on the 8th day.  It would be my first exposure to the extended 
family, Jewish customs, liturgy, prayers, rabbis, and mohels. I had no frame of reference 
for what I was experiencing that day, and it rocked my world! 

In subsequent years, Stan took a position at UPS and later became a manager there. 
We became friends with Shirley and Gary, a religious but non-orthodox Jewish family 
who moved into our neighborhood. But we were quite agnostic at this time. Shirley 
would often stop to chat, but one fall day in 1976 after she had returned from a trip to 
visit a relative, she shared shocking news: She had become a born-again Christian! Her 
sons had just been Bar Mitzvahed, and I advised her to be careful, or her Jewish 
husband might consider leaving her if she persisted down this path. She was so 
exuberant in her new-found faith, and since I had been a Catholic at one time, she felt I 
would understand. 

After months of Shirley's faithful messianic witness, I decided to pray to G-d myself, not 
altogether sure if He even existed or cared about me. I was given a Bible and began to 
read, and to my amazement, G-d began to reveal His merciful love to me, and I fell 
deeply in love with Yeshua. Of course, this went over like a lead balloon with my 
husband and especially with his Jewish family! My own Catholic family had a similar 
revulsion. 

Soon Shirley's husband also came to faith and gave a beautiful messianic witness to my 
husband.  Stan was open but still hesitant, so I purchased the Tanach and tried to show 
Him Yeshua there in every book!  But it wasn't until years later when we later began 
attending a Messianic congregation that He would give his heart to Yeshua and be 
baptized in the waters of the mikveh. 

The years that followed were joyfully spent each Shabbat worshiping as mishpocha at 
the congregation. We renewed our wedding vows (ketubah) under the hupah, where 
Stan even smashed the traditional wine glass. The family learned Jewish customs, 
liturgy, and studied some Hebrew.   

But as our family grew and began leaving home one by one, subsequent years would 
bring times of darkness and deep valleys and trying circumstances that resulted in our 
abandoning congregational worship. Eventually, I would come to learn that Divine Mercy 
never gives up on us and that G-d can use everything we experience – good or bad, to 
lead us ever closer to Himself! 

For almost 4 years, we drifted. During this time, I continued working professionally and 
would remain committed to reading Sacred Scripture and praying but was unable to go 
beyond that. Stan was moving up the corporate ladder, and that meant long work days. 
But the Ruach ha Kodesh was persistent and would frequently drop a quiet little 



thought; at the time, I failed to see how the thought could possibly be from G-d, so I 
tried to suppress it. That thought was: “Why not try visiting that Catholic Church in 
town?” After many months of resisting that thought, I decided that in order to eliminate 
the thought, I would go to a Sunday Mass just one time, and then the “nagging” thought 
would stop. The celebrant that Sunday gave an outstanding homily, and I learned later 
that the priest was a friend of Mother Teresa and had even helped open a motherhouse 
for her. Who couldn’t love Mother Teresa? 

Fr. John re-introduced me to my Catholic faith where I soon received the sacraments of 
Reconciliation and Eucharist. Under his pastoral guidance, I dove into the Early Church 
Fathers, lives of the Saints, documents of Vatican II, and the new Catechism which had 
just been published in America. In 1998, just when I thought life was becoming beautiful 
again, we received word that UPS had placed Stan on permanent disability. Due to 
the unexpected severe reduction in income, he decided we should re-settle in Florida. I 
was miserable at the thought of leaving family and new parish, but G-d confirmed it was 
His will.  

After a few months in Florida, Stan began attending Mass with me at the new parish, 
and I also had an opportunity to discern a vocation to the Lay Carmelites and eventually 
made final profession in 2003.  Along with Our Lady, I embraced St. Teresa Benedicta of 
the Cross as my special heavenly mishpocha! I knew they had been interceding for us 
all along when Stan fell ill and expressed during his hospital stay that he finally felt 
ready to say yes to Yeshua and take the next step to becoming a Hebrew Catholic. 
Baruch Ha Shem Adonai! 

So now, our next faith step as a married couple is to begin a beautiful little scripture-
based havurah in our home each Friday evening (Erev Shabbat) beginning in August. 
We’re looking forward to sharing simple Jewish/Catholic faith traditions with family and 
friends, such as lighting the Sabbath candles along with singing and praying traditional 
Hebrew prayers, and of course sharing the traditional 2 challah loaves. These precious 
cultural concepts lived out in the context of a Bible-based havurah may in some way be 
what the Council Fathers had in mind when they spoke of the family as the Domestic 
Church. As family, we're called continually to the Messianic mandate, to evangelize 
each other, ourselves, and reach out to those around us to share the good news of 
Yeshua! And as the scripture declares, it is to the Jew first! 

Stan and Pat Mermelstein   

(We will send more details on the location, dates, and  
times of this new havurah as it becomes available.) 

!  



A Note from Ken and Flora 

Then on a different continent, God is moving on the heart of our dear friend,  
Maria Booker. Here is her story and details on the new havurah. 

New Havurah in Turvey, Bedfordshire, England 

On a personal level, learning about the many Jews in my family who migrated from the 
Maghreb, West Asia and Eastern Europe brought the already-suspected family history 
into reality. I wanted to learn more, not just from books, but from the people who have 
the knowledge--the elders, whose ability to lead others deeper into the mystery of Torah 
needed space to grow. The heightened sense of anti-semitism currently growing in 
Europe and the recent protests against Jeremy Corby ‘s Labour Party drove the idea 
home. I thought to myself, “This Chavurah will happen, even if only five people show up 
- God’s will never fails.” News spread, and it is my hope that this Jewish-led Chavurah 
will inspire further meetings.  

The Turvey monks have a twenty-year relationship with our local synagogue, and I was 
asked to come forward to maybe expand and keep the relation going. Illness meant we 
couldn’t have our annual mock Seder, and one of the monks (from a Jewish 
background) was saddened. He is 90 now, so it is up to someone else. I have happily 
volunteered myself. 

JUN 28TH 
Please tell us again when and where your first meeting will be. Any contact info so that 
others can join you? 
JUN 29TH     
The location is Turvey, Bedfordshire, and here is a link to the site, with directions. If 
people can contact me, directly, that would be best. We will start at 2:30pm.   

To attend the Havurah in Turvey, Bedfordshire, contact Maria at: 
mariabookerltd@hotmail.co.uk.  

!  

A Note from Ken and Flora 

The third new havurah is being formed up in Wisconsin by Bonnie Rapkin, who has been in 
conversation with her pastor to form a new group. Bonnie’s pastor is very excited about a 
Jewish Roots Study group but was not sure about calling it a “havurah” because there are so 
few or no Jewish folks in the rural area of Wisconsin. Her pastor already has great respect for 
Dr. Feingold and his theological works. Bonnie is going to call her group by a different name.  
But a havurah is nothing more than a group that meets to study the Jewish roots and to bring to 
light the truth of the Jewishness of the Catholic faith. We hope that by being creative, she will 
have the approval of her pastor to start a study group in the fall. 

This brings up a very good point for all of us who are considering a group in our local area. We 
do not need to use the term “havurah” if it is going to be a stumbling block for a new group to 
form. This is an invitation to others reading this to consider using a different term. You can use 

mailto:mariabookerltd@hotmail.co.uk


something like a Hebrew Catholic Saint’s name or something along the lines of “The Mystery of 
Israel and Church” study group, which is the title of the series of books based on the lectures of 
Dr. Larry Feingold. We hope that you will prayerfully consider a group in your area, too. 
!  

St. Edith Stein Havurah, St. Louis Missouri 

In the previous issue of the Havurah Newsletter, we described an experiment we had 
embarked upon. Briefly, we were going to meet weekly to study the Torah in keeping 
with the parsha of the Jewish liturgical year. We were using study guides from Teresa 
Pirola’s website, “Light of Torah.” 

That experiment had ended by the time we resumed our havurah meetings for the 
Spring 2018 period. We found that (1) weekly meetings placed too great a demand on 
our members, and (2) the amount of material that we could cover and discuss in an 
hour-and-a-half was too little. 

Thus, we returned to meeting on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of each month and took up the 
study of the book Fulfilled, Uncovering the Biblical Foundations of Catholicism. The 
author, Sonja Corbitt, takes us from a study of the Tabernacle, where God’s plan of 
salvation is laid out, to its fulfillment in the Catholic Church.  

This book is available in our webstore at: http://store.hebrewcatholic.net/product/fulfilled/ 

This fall, we will begin the study of Dr. Larry Feingold’s book, The Mystery of Israel and 
the Church, starting with Volume 1, Figure and Fulfillment. 

Issue #103 of The Hebrew Catholic has been published and distributed. We would be 
happy to send your havurah copies of each issue when it is published. All you need to 
do is send your request to Ken and Flora Wilsker. Of course, a contribution to cover the 
costs of printing and mailing is always appreciated. 

We received a request from one of our members in Israel to furnish the names of 
Jewish believers in Christ who died in the Shoah. Any histories would also be 
appreciated. There is a project to include all these names on a memorial wall in 
Israel. If you know of anyone, please forward their names directly to me at: 
dmoss@hebrewcatholic.org. Thank you. 

Wishing you all physical and spiritual refreshment over the summer, 
In Messiah  
David and Kathleen Moss 
!  

http://store.hebrewcatholic.net/product/fulfilled/
mailto:dmoss@hebrewcatholic.org


Light of Prayer Havurah, Minnesota 

Hi Ken and Flora, 

As a group we have been studying the Light of Torah handouts.  Since we meet only 
once a month, I will take a group of three studies for the month.  We have been enjoying 
the studies and reading scripture with much discussion.  I like how the Jewish 
perspective is brought in from the Midrash and other Jewish literature. 

We also have been watching 1/2 hour videos on the Jewish Roots of Christianity from 
the Day of Discovery.  It is Protestant but has a lot of good information which has also 
brought a lot of discussion. 

We have a wonderful group that likes to read, study, and discuss. 

Blessings, 

Tammy 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Bnei Miriam Havurah, Western Australia 

Dear Ken, 

I wrote this and you can use the photos or anything in the blog post. Feel free to edit 
and rearrange to suit your newsletter.  

https:// l i tt leeucharisticbrothers.blogspot.com/2018/05/bnei-miriam-havurah-
passover-2018.html 

Cheers, Br Gilbert 

In some ways our Bnei Miriam Havurah is unique in having been transferred in 2014 
3,000 kilometres from Perth, the capital city in Western Australia, to Hobart which is the 
capital city of Tasmania, and then to the Huon Valley of Tasmania in 2015. In Perth, we 
had mid-weekly study meetings led by Brother Gilbert Joseph that connected Judaism 
and Catholicism on topics, and we began our yearly traditional Jewish Passover Seders 
and our Friday night traditional Sabbath meals. When Brother Gilbert Joseph and 
Brother John Joseph (who also was a Catholic of Jewish ancestry) moved to Tasmania, 
they didn’t expect to meet many Hebrew Catholics but decided to maintain the 
traditional Friday night Sabbaths, and they decided to hold a Passover Seder. Through 
needing to get Passover supplies, the Brothers had to order them through the Chabad 
House and the only Rabbi in Tasmania. Thus began a relationship with the orthodox 
Jewish community that is still ongoing today. 

https://littleeucharisticbrothers.blogspot.com/2018/05/bnei-miriam-havurah-passover-2018.html
https://littleeucharisticbrothers.blogspot.com/2018/05/bnei-miriam-havurah-passover-2018.html


It turned out that in our parish in Hobart, there were two families of Jewish ancestry led 
by two Hebrew Catholic matriarchs, Ariella (an Italian whose mother was Jewish) and 
Christina (an Australian whose maternal ancestors were Dutch and Bulgarian Jews). We 
became good friends with both these large families as well as another lady in our 
parish, Dinah Moshe, who is also a Hebrew Catholic. Christina and her husband, John 
(of Polish Jewish ancestry of his paternal side), and their grown up daughter Rebecca 
attended our first Passover in Tasmania with about 20 or more other people including 
our parish priest, Father Michael Tate. Fr. Tate was a former Australian Senator and law 
Professor who is now the Vicar General of our Archdiocese. An order of Catholic nuns, 
the Sisters of the Immaculata, also moved to our parish in the Huon Valley. Brother 
Gilbert believed he would be sacrificing his Hebrew Catholic ministry by moving to 
Tasmania, but God surprised him. 

Next, God called the Brothers and with them the Bnei Miriam Havurah to move south 
and go rural. Here, the Brothers have continued with their weekly Sabbath meals and 
the yearly Passover for the last four years.  The first year (2015) when they lived in 
Huonville, they had only the three brothers and David and Joyce who had helped them 
host the big Seder in Hobart the year before. In the second year (2016) at their new 
home in Dover, they just had one guest for Passover, their Hebrew Catholic friend, 
Dinah. However, the Brothers had met another large family of Jewish ancestry in their 
parish, and in 2017 they had a successful Passover Seder with just under 20 people. 
This year, however, our Passover almost doubled, and we had over 30 guests. Our 
connection with the orthodox Rabbi and orthodox Jewish community in Hobart 
continues, and the Brothers attended Shavuot services and the Dairy Buffet organized 
by the Rabbi’s wife Rochel, after which the Brothers met new people and another Rabbi 
who was visiting from Melbourne. We continue to celebrate our Friday Night Sabbath 
meals.  

At the moment, four members of our Bnei Miriam Havurah, a young married couple 
Ryan and Amy Kay with baby Elizabeth, and Ryan’s brother Daniel Kay have moved to 
Townsville in Queensland. However, the Brothers celebrated Brother Gilbert’s birthday 
with their parents, Tania and Des Kay. Tania and her sister Maria are of Jewish ancestry 
and are members of our havurah and descend from the man who built the synagogue in 
Hobart which was the oldest synagogue in Australia. The rabbi and his wife have invited 
us and some other of our Hebrew Catholics to his daughter’s third birthday which is a 
very important birthday in Judaism. So down here in the far south of the world, God has 
placed a Hebrew Catholic havurah, and He opens the doors, so if we can do it then 
anyone can do it. You just need two people to start a havurah, and then you need to 
pray that God will send the right people in his time 

_________________________________________________________ 



The Fellowship of St. Joseph - 2017-2018 Report, Toronto, Ontario 

Greetings to our friends in the AHC, 
The Toronto branch of the AHC has had an eventful and extraordinary year! 

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, we began the year with a PowerPoint presentation 
by Mark of the stories of famous Jewish Catholics entitled "A Remnant Shall Return" 

In October, our friend Shawn Goldman, a Sub-Deacon in the Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
shared his wonderful story "From Soldier to Sub-Deacon". It was the first time he felt 
free to tell of his journey which included suddenly losing his wife and then his young son 
to cancer. As he spoke, his daughter stood beside him to comfort him. Many were 
moved with his story of faith and courage in the face of tragedy. 

Our friend and former professor at St. Augustine’s, Fr. Joseph Alozie, spoke in 
November on "The Hebrew Background to the Sacraments of Baptism and 
Confirmation". It was a very enlightening talk. 

As a Hanukkah treat, Fr. Russell Asch came in December to share his testimony and to 
explain the vestments of a priest and their possible origins in the Jewish faith. Fr. 
Russell, a Jewish Catholic born in Canada and raised in England, was recently 
appointed the Chaplain to the Faithful Participating in the Extraordinary Rite of the Latin 
Mass!  

In January, we showed a video of Rosalind Moss being interviewed by Fr. Mitch Pacwa. 
Another Jewish Catholic (and sister of AHC president, David Moss) raised in Brooklyn 
NY, she is now Mother Miriam of the Lamb of God, O.S.B. the founder of the Daughters 
of Mary, Mother of Israel's Hope! 

As winter continued, we enjoyed a "Back to Basics" presentation by Mark on the Jewish 
Background to the Mass. It was new to many who attended and a welcome refresher to 
those who have been with us for many years. 

In March, we had an extraordinary and eye-opening talk from another St. Augustine's 
professor, Dr. Adrian Ciani on "Crusaders and Others: Jews and Christians in the 
Medieval West.” Many were saddened as they heard for the first time the treatment of 
the Jews at the hands of the Catholics of the time.  

Ria Kinghorn graciously accepted our request to present "Unveiling the Mystery of 
Iconography.” Ria is a gifted artist and writer (painter) of Icons. Mark did a short talk on 
Jewish iconography as an introduction.  Ria kindly allowed Mark to use one of her icons 
for one of his ordination mass cards! 

http://motherofisraelshope.org/
http://motherofisraelshope.org/


!   Icon of Christ Pantocrator by Ria Kinghorn 

May 2018 was a very special month! We had Sr. Jocelyn Monette speak to us about the 
"History and Work of the Sisters of Sion." This order was created by the Ratisbonne 
brothers, Jewish Catholic priests in the 1840's. They "describe themselves as working to 
improve Catholic-Jewish relations and to witness to God's faithful love for the Jewish 
people." 

Then, on May 26th at St. Michael's Cathedral, after five years of study at St. Augustine's 
Seminary in Toronto, Mark was ordained a Permanent Deacon for the Archdiocese of 
Toronto by Thomas Cardinal Collins. We were delighted to share the day with our son, 
Jamie and daughter-in-law, Gillian, from Regina, SK, as well as three friends from Ann 
Arbor, MI, Sr. Dorcee Clarey, Theresa Hofer, and Rabbi Mark Kinzer. 

Finally, in June we enjoyed our movie night with "Sr. Rose's Passion." Sr. Rose Thering, 
OP is passionate about combating anti-Semitism in the Catholic church and education 
system.  She influenced Vatican II and tirelessly promoted the ground-breaking 
document Nostra Aetate. 

We thank our pastor, Fr. Ed Murphy for his ongoing encouragement and support and 
the staff of Blessed Trinity for their help and kindness. 

We look forward to the coming year with great anticipation. We will be having a rare 
August meeting as our former associate pastor and our friend, Fr. Eric Rodriguez, will 
be in Toronto. He is currently working on his thesis on the thought of Rabbi Abraham 
Joshua Heschel and its contribution to Catholic theology. Last year, Fr. Eric received a 
fellowship to spend a semester at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, studying 
Judaism and Modern Hebrew. He is again spending July of this year in Jerusalem, and 
he will speak about his research and various experiences in Israel. 

As always, we appreciate your prayers and input. We can be reached at 
ahctoronto@gmail.com and we would love to hear from you. 

May the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob bless you. 

In Yeshua our Messiah and Miriam our mother, 
Deacon Mark and Sue Neugebauer 
Havurat Yosef HaTzaddik 

!  

mailto:ahctoronto@gmail.com


Light to the Nations Havurah, Houston, Texas 

Hi Ken, 

Please excuse the delay in responding.  Although the Light to the Nations Havurah has 
been on hiatus, I am looking into restarting it in the fall.  I have had several inquiries in 
the past year or so and believe Sukkot is the optimal time to restart the havurah.  If 
anyone is interested in sending suggestions on how to simplify setting up a sukkah, I'm 
all ears.  My plan is to have a get together at St. Vincent's and order in food for the 
attendees.  In keeping with the Sukkot tradition, I'd like for all of us to dine inside the 
sukkah.  I'll keep you posted. 

Jorge Guzman 

!  

AHC, Auckland, New Zealand 

We received a letter from Bill Hodges whose havurah in Auckland was temporarily 
suspended some years ago. He hopes to restart it in due time but is committed to 
developing his AHC website in New Zealand and hopes to have it completed by the end 
of the year. 

In describing the work that he and a colleague are doing on the website after 30-50 
hours per week on charity work, he writes:  

“… we felt we have to start at the beginning in a country now so diverse, so 
secular and materialistic.” …  “Because we are in ‘construction mode,’ we do not 
assertively promote our resources. However, it is reassuring to us that those who 
do request our materials in New Zealand, Australia, India, and one or two other 
places, give us heartwarming feedback.” 

“I have come to feel very strongly about the dreadful decay we are witnessing in 
much of Christianity in New Zealand. I am passionate, as is my closest associate 
… about the role a Hebrew Catholic missionary approach could contribute to 
reversing the appalling ignorance of things among our people here. … We would 
welcome any critique you may wish to offer to anything we have assembled on 
our website. … We are engaging front on with a secular, Marxist, and 
increasingly antagonistic society.” 

You can visit Bill’s website at: http://hebrewcatholic.org.nz/ahc-g-introducing-ourselves/ 
and communicate with him using a link at the bottom of his website’s page. 

http://hebrewcatholic.org.nz/ahc-g-introducing-ourselves/



