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“Consider the primary aim of the group to be, 
not the conversion of the Jews, 

but the creation of a new Hebrew Catholic community life and spirit,
an alternative society to the old.”

 A counsel from Elias Friedman, O.C.D.

“The mission of your association responds, in a most fitting way, 
to the desire of the Church to respect fully 

the distinct vocation and heritage of Israelites in the Catholic Church.”
Most Rev. Raymond L. Burke, Archbishop of St. Louis, May 2006

“Please be assured of my prayers for your efforts devoted to studying and calling 
attention to the Jewish roots of our Catholic faith and for your work to help Catho-

lics of Jewish origin to find their place and role in the Church.
Archbishop Robert Carlson, Archbishop of St. Louis, Sept. 2010

The Association of Hebrew Catholics is under the patronage of
Our Lady of the Miracle

(who in the Church of St. Andrea della Fratte in Rome,  
on 20 January 1842, converted Alphonse Ratisbonne)
and Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein)

Miriam, Our Lady of the Miracle, pray for us!
Saint Edith Stein, pray for us!

What They Have Said
“So my counsel to the Hebrew Catholics would be to take up in a particular way 
the work of the new evangelization to assist the Church in bringing the great gift 
of Christ alive in the Church through the Holy Spirit to the world, responding to 
that great hunger and thirst that’s in every human heart, really, for the knowledge 
and love of God which our Lord Jesus Christ gives us.”

An Interview With Archbishop Raymond L. Burke, The Hebrew Catholic #88, pg. 35

vuvh oaç tçv LËrç
(Baruch haba b’Shem Adonai)

Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord

The Association of Hebrew Catholics aims at ending the alienation of 
Catholics of Jewish origin and background from their historical heritage. 
By gathering the People Israel within the Church, the AHC hopes to help 
enable them to serve the Church and all peoples within the mystery of their 
irrevocable gifts and calling. (cf. Rom. 11:29)

The kerygma of the AHC announces that the divine plan of salvation has 
entered the phase of the Apostasy of the Gentiles, prophesied by Our Lord and 
St. Paul, and of which the Return of the Jews to the Holy Land is a corollary.
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News and Notes 

About This Issue
Once again we express our traditional apology for a 

much delayed issue. More on the delay in the President’s 
Memo.

This issue, like the last, includes articles from some 
more of the havurot that have been developing. We also 
include an article, “All in the Family”, focusing on some 
key issues concerning the Jewish people that are debated 
by Catholics.

Our Cover is a collage of pictures of those who appear 
within this issue. 

R.I.P. Archbishop William Aquin Carew
With sadness and grati-

tude to God, we note the 
passing over of Archbish-
op Carew on 8 May 2012. 
The following was taken 
from the Media Advisory 
of Archbishop Martin W. 
Currie, St. John’s, New-
foundland. 

William Aquin Carew 
was born in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, on 23 Oc-
tober 1922. Archbishop 
Carew’s sisters, Helen, 

Connie (Furlong), and Frances (Powell) continue to reside 
in St. John’s. 

Archbishop Carew was educated at St. Bonaventure’s 
College and at St. Paul’s Seminary of the University of Ot-
tawa. He was ordained to the priesthood on 15 June 1947. 
In 1953, he became an official of the Vatican Secretariat 
of State. In 1969, he was named Titular Archbishop of 
Telde and Apostolic Nuncio to Rwanda-Burundi in Cen-
tral Africa. In 1974, the Archbishop was named Apostolic 
Delegate in Jerusalem and Palestine (including Israel and 
Jordan with residence in Jerusalem), as well as Apostolic 
Pro-Nuncio to Cyprus and Apostolic Visitor to Greece. 
While in these posts he served as Grand Chancellor of 
the University of Bethlehem, Ecclesiastical Superior of 
the Advanced Theological Studies at Tantur, and of the 
House of Abraham Hospice in Jerusalem. Then, in 1983, 
he was named as Apostolic Pro-Nuncio in Japan. In 1997, 
the Archbishop retired to his native Newfoundland.

In his flyer, Presenting the Association of Hebrew Catho-

lics, Fr. Friedman points out the instrumental role Msgr. 
Carew played in the founding of the AHC.

On May 28th, 1979, Father Elias Friedman OCD wrote 
to Msgr. William Aquin Carew, then Apostolical Delegate 
of Jerusalem, objecting to an opinion he had encountered 
in a Catholic review (Civiltá Cattolica, 1937, p500); it read as 
follows:

The conversion of Israel would be the definitive solution 
(to the Jewish problem) on condition that, once they have 
become Christians, Jews lose their nationality.

Much to the satisfaction and relief of Fr. Elias, Msgr. 
Carew replied in a letter, dated June 25th, in the following 
terms:

I, personally, believe that we should enable them (the 
Jews) to accept Christ and His Church without assimilation.

While recognizing that the Delegate had offered a per-
sonal view which might not be that of the Holy See, Fr. Elias 
felt himself authorized to launch a call to those Israelites who 
had entered the Church of their own free will. The call was 
to assemble in an Association so that, after consultation with 
all those concerned, a collective petition would be presented 
to the Holy See. The petition would solicit recognition of 
the unique status of Israelite converts in the framework of 
an approved Community. This would then enable Israelite 
converts to preserve and develop their historical identity 
and transmit their millennia-old heritage to their offspring.

It was Msgr. Carew’s response that confirmed the move-
ment in Fr. Friedman’s heart. And it was Msgr. Carew’s 
belief, that assimilation ought not to take place, which 
encouraged Fr. Friedman to call forth the Israelites to de-
velop their historical identity and preserve their heritage 
in their offspring. We thank God for Archbishop Carew. 

R.I.P. Sr. Maria Dominica, O.P.
With sadness and gratitude to God, we note the passing 

over of Sr. Maria Dominica on 4 Feb. 2012, on the feastday 
of St. Catherine de Ricci, O.P. The following excerpts are 
taken from an address of Sr. Claire Marie Rolf at Sr. Maria 
Domenica’s funeral.

... Sister Maria Dom-
inica was born on Easter 
Sunday in1920 in a suburb 
of Berlin in Germany. The 
daughter of Erna Breatrix 
and Walter Rothschild: 
Her father was a well-
known German publisher. 
After WW I her parents 
labored to build links of 
friendship between artists 
and intellectuals of dif-
ferent nations of Europe 
in the hopes of establish-
ing peace. Little Claudia 
observed a lot of people 
coming and going in their 
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home – even Albert Einstein came for dinner. She had one 
sister who was always her best friend. She received a very 
good education and excelled in languages.

... She was not very conscious of being Jewish until 
Hitler came into power and the Nazis put the star of David 
on her. She and her sister were sent to boarding school in 
Switzerland. In March 1939 her parents were warned that the 
Gestapo was coming to take them away and they narrowly 
escaped. Ten minutes later their home was invaded. Many 
of her extended family and friends were taken and died in 
concentration camps. There is a book written about it and 
one of the themes running through the book was her mother’s 
devotion to the Virgin Mary. They reached England where 
they lived through the bombing of London and where her 
father was interned for being German.

In October 1940 she immigrated with her parents to the 
U.S. and they changed their names to Roland. Claudia at-
tended University in Berkley, California majoring in biology. 
She was marked by the tragedy of the holocaust and had lost 
confidence in life and humanity; she almost despaired ... until 
she found herself one evening in the back of a convent chapel 
listening to Gregorian chant of the Dominican Brothers sing-
ing Compline. She was mysteriously drawn back again and 
again and found consolation and peace there. Understanding 
Latin, she began to sing along ... She was baptized 3 June 
1943 and entered the Monastery of Menlo on 5 April 1948 
where she stayed and prayed for over 50 years. She was a 
sacristan and liturgist and had rubrics down to every last 
detail. She was also a prioress for awhile ...

She was 79 years old when she volunteered to come 
to Canada to help begin a monastery here. She was a pillar 
of our foundation, calling us to live our contemplative life 
faithfully. ...

Eternal rest grant unto Archbishop William A. Carew 
and Sr. Maria Domenica,  

O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful depart-

ed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Icon of Jesus the Messiah
Included with this issue is a holy card generously do-

nated by spiritualrehab.org. This ministry is the work of Fr. 
Leonard Basinow, a Rehabilitation Counselor, an ordained 
priest of the Antiochian Syriac-Maronite Catholic Church, 
and a member of the AHC.

The icon “depicts Jesus seated in a Cedar of Lebanon, 
used in the Temple at Jerusalem. He is enveloped in a 
prayer shawl and holds the Scrolls of the Law in his arm 
while his right hand is raised in a blessing. Around His 
head a Star of David symbolizes His ancestry.” This de-
scription accompanied the gift of the holy cards. Thank 
you, Fr. Basinow!

2013 Calendar / Prayer Card
Once again, thanks to the generosity of Trip Sinnott, 

we are able to send you the Prayer Card and Calendar 
produced by his Jubilee Studio. This card for 2013 features 

the monthly prayer intentions of Pope Benedict XVI with 
words and scenes from his Apostolic Journey to Mexico 
and Cuba. Thank you, Trip!

Membership in Association of the Miraculous Medal
Fr. Oscar Lukefahr C.M., President of the Association of 

the Miraculous Medal, wrote to tell us that he had given a 
blanket enrollment to all AHC affiliates as annual members 
of our Lady’s Association. Each month throughout the 
year, the members share in three Novenas of Masses and 
in 30 additional Masses. Members are also remembered 
in the daily Mass at the National Shrine of Our Lady of 
the Miraculous Medal in Perryville, Missouri.

The enclosed membership card and Miraculous Medal, 
along with your anonymous membership in the Associa-
tion, are given through the generosity of our members, 
Joanie and Arnold Bellmer. Thank you, Joanie and Arnold!

AHC Contemplatives
With this issue, we have also enclosed a flyer describing 

the new AHC Contemplatives. The following excerpt from 
the flyer provides a brief introduction.

On September 14, 1989, AHC founder Fr. Elias Fried-
man, OCD made the following request in a letter to a Car-
melite: 

“... it occurred to me that the Association (AHC) needs 
a contemplative branch. Why not found the contemplative 
branch of the AHC? The aim would be to pray for the aims 
of the AHC and develop its spirituality. Think it over …”

Twenty-one years later on the feast date of Our Lady, 
Mother of Divine Grace, July 23, 2010, this group was 
founded through a special grace given to the Carmelite above, 
together with another Carmelite. We pray for the work of 
the AHC and for ‘all Israel’s’ recognition of their Messiah 
(CCC 674), our Lord Jesus Christ, in accord with the will of 
God and for His glory.

We pray that the intercessory prayers of our new Con-
templatives will be a source of great blessing for the 
Church, the Jewish people, for the work of the AHC, and 
for the glory of God.

AHC Havurot
In addition to the three havurot described in this issue, 

more havurot are being formed throughout the world. For 
example, in Buffalo, New York, a havurah consisting of 
about 45 members of an extended family is now being 
formed (we hope to say more in a subsequent issue).

Pablo Carrion of Argentina, AHC Coordinator  
for Havurot Development in Latin America

And in Latin America, there are havurot existing or being 
formed in Argentina, Mexico, Peru, and Venezuela. Our 
new Coordinator, Pablo Carrion, will work to bring the 
already existing groups into a relationship with the AHC. 
Additionally, Pablo is already engaged in discussions with 
people in Columbia, Ecuador, and Uruguay.
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We are grateful for Pablo’s collaboration and hope for 
many blessings as the mission of the AHC begins to take 
root in Central and South America.

The AHC Havurah Newsletter
To share information and for mutual encouragement, 

Ken and Flora Wilsker have volunteered to write and dis-
tribute the AHC Havurah Newsletter. It will be published 
on a schedule to be determined by the Wilskers, provid-
ing thoughts and suggestions for the season, and sharing 
experiences of the various havurot. 

If you are considering starting a havurah, you can write 
to Ken and Flora at havurah@hebrewcatholic.org for their 
thoughts and ask to be placed on their newsletter list.

For now, you can read the first two issues of the AHC 
Havurah Newsletter on our website at:

August 2012, Volume 1 
http://www.hebrewcatholic.org/ahchavurahnewsle.html

November 2012, Volume 2
http://www.hebrewcatholic.org/ahchavurahnewsla.html

New Zealand Havurah Becomes First AHC Branch
In our next issue, we will describe the new develop-

ment taking place in New Zealand: We now have the first 
transformation of an AHC havurah into a branch of the 
AHC. For now, we offer our warmest congratulations to: 

Founding Member: Sister Mary of St. Joseph O.C.D.
President: William Hodge
Secretary: Kathleen Finlay
Treasurer: Roger Gilbride
Appointed Chaplain: Fr. C. Telford, S.M. 
To briefly describe what this means: A havurah is a 

prayer-study-fellowship group, informally connected to 
the AHC. Although a havurah must remain faithful to the 
Magisterium to be connected to the AHC, it is not bound 
by AHC bylaws.

A branch, on the other hand, is part of the formal 
structure of the AHC. While the branch is also involved 
in prayer, study, and fellowship, it is bound by the AHC 
bylaws and officially represents the AHC and its mission.

On the home page of our website, you will find a link to 
various meditations written by William Hodge. 

AHC Lecture Series #10 on the Sacraments
We have just completed our 10th lecture series pre-

sented by Dr. Larry Feingold: Sacraments: From the Old 
Covenant to the New. The audio recordings are available 
on our website and may be listened to or downloaded to 
your computer at no cost. These recordings, along with a 
pdf of the lecture text, may be found at:

http://www.hebrewcatholic.org/sacramentsfromth.html

The next lecture series, #11, will begin on Jan. 23, 2013 
and will consist of 14 lectures. This series by Dr. Larry 
Feingold is entitled: Typology: How the Old Testament 
Prefigures the New. See our website for a list of lecture 
titles with schedule.

AHC Finances
In The Hebrew Catholic #88, we mentioned the debt of 

more than $40,000 that we had incurred due to our October 
2010 conference. In issue #89, I spoke of all the generous 
contributions that had brought our total debt (conference 
+ credit card) down to $8,000. I am now happy to let you 
know that these debts have been paid off. With very grate-
ful hearts, we thank you for your generosity in not only 
paying off these debts, but also for enabling us to pay all 
of our ongoing bills and continue on with the work of the 
AHC. Currently, we have enough in our account to pay 
for this issue of The Hebrew Catholic.

Since you pay the bills, we thought it would be appropri-
ate to let you know what your contributions make possible. 

• Utilities - about $6,000 per year
• AHC Center Insurance - currently, $6,431 per year
• Accounting and tax reports to IRS, $1,500 per year
• Other expenses, including maintenance of our comput-

ers, upgrades to our software, maintenance of our web site, 
office supplies, etc. come to about $3,000 per year

• The Hebrew Catholic - approximately $3,500 to publish 
and mail each issue.

• When funds have permitted, we have published flyers 
and holy cards that run about $200 per thousand.

We look forward to the following publishing projects 
when funds become available:

1. reprint of Jewish Identity by Elias Friedman, OCD: 
approx. $650 for 250 copies; 

2. reprint of the Novena to St. Teresa Benedicta of the 
Cross by Elias Friedman, OCD: 
approx. $1,000 for 1000 copies;

3. reprint of Born of the Ever Virgin Mary by 
Dr. Anthony Opisso: 
approx. $400 for 500 copies;

4. production of a booklet including the following ma-
terial from The Hebrew Catholic #88: Two talks by 
Dr. Larry Feingold, one talk by David Moss, and the 
interview with Cardinal Raymond Burke. This booklet 
will be used to further inform inquirers about our work 
approx. $1,500 for 1000 copies.

5. We look forward to publishing a Hebrew Catholic 
Siddur (prayer book), guidelines and examples of 
celebrations through the Hebrew Catholic year, and 
much more. 
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Letters
This is your column, your means to express your thoughts and 
to communicate with our readers. We invite your comments and 
views. We will attempt to publish all letters as received. However, 
we reserve the right to edit letters because of excessive length, 

personal comments, or inappropriate matter.
We honor all requests to not publish the letter writer’s name. 
We will also withhold the writer’s name if we feel the contents 
warrant it.

Appreciates the AHC
Please continue your work – I have given to your wonder-
ful ministry for [several] years and I LOVE what you do. 
My daughter is marrying a wonderful Jewish boy next 
week … You are definitely one of my favorites, as to my 
donations.

May our Lord continue to bless you.
Theresa Swartz, United States

God bless you and the work you do for the Kingdom –
R.R., United States

Thank you for all you do. God bless you.
Carleen Mathiesen, United States

I am so grateful that AHC exists!! Finding your site has 
given me and my husband so much hope! We have felt 
very alone at times and this will be a comfort of hope for 
us both.

Charles & Joni Hack-Kroeck, United States

I am very deeply in debt to you all. In fact you were the 
inspiration to my latest book, The Origins of Our Catholic 
Eucharist.

Joseph Stallings, United States

I am very grateful to be in contact with AHC. It is the 
answer to over 30 years of prayer and, hopefully, prepara-
tion. I look forward to further contact as I get a little more 
mobilized…..
Thank you for the wonderful leadership you give to AHC 
and its “mission”. Your words are etched in my mind – 
“The restoration of a dynamic and visible Israelite commu-
nity within the Church—“. This is a cataclysmic moment 
in the history of the Church – though yet unrecognized, 
in the main, for now.

Warmest best wishes, God’s richest blessings,
Bill Hodge, New Zealand

Thank you for the wonderful work you do, and for the 
beautiful spirit of love, peace & truth, & joy! in which 
you do it. The faith proclaimed by the AHC magazine is 
just what I’d like my life to proclaim, too.
So happy for Mother Miriam, that she’s under Benedic-
tine wings – Stability, liturgy, lectio divina… If I were 
younger…
Last fall I witnessed the baptism…of a young man, a Jew-

ish convert – received in Eastern Rite liturgy. My heart 
sang for him. God bless all AHC. 

In His love,
Beth Abraham, Canada

Appreciates “The Hebrew Catholic”
The Hebrew Catholic is “personal”; it is made up of in-
dividuals with stories and ideas and contributions to the 
whole. I can’t put it down the day I get it in the mail. Thank 
you all for your efforts and work.

Ruth Ingeborg Fuss, United States

I received No. 89 of The Hebrew Catholic today, and it is 
well worth waiting for. I was very happy to read the good 
news about Mother Miriam of the Lamb of God and her 
community – what a blessing to the Church this is. Dr. 
Feingold’s article is superb, as are all of his other articles 
and talks. And many thanks and much gratitude… for being 
the “glue” of AHC of the United States and for producing 
The Hebrew Catholic.
Enclosed is my check for renewing my membership. 

Shalom.
John C. Soucy, Jr.,  United States

Thank you…for the inspirational & educational Hebrew 
Catholic publication. So happy to see how God has blessed 
this holy work. What a thrill to read about Mother Miriam. 
We can say we knew her when! Her story is so thrilling  
and brought me to tears. What a privilege to have met her 
and the two of you! Enclosed please find small check…
Be assured of our thoughts and prayers always!

With Love & happy memories,
Ronnie & Jim O’Connor, United States

Many thanks for the latest Hebrew Catholic which I re-
ceived recently. Thank you also for the 2012 Prayer Card 
and Calendar of Pope Benedict XVI.
I specially enjoyed the inspiring article by Lawrence Fe-
ingold on Our Blessed Lady and have passed it on to my 
friend who is of Jewish descent.
Did you know that there is now a Catholic University in 
Johannesburg? This is going to mean a great strengthen-
ing of the Church in South Africa, I feel certain. Maybe in 
the years to come they will be able to invite lecturers like 
Professor Feingold to visit and give courses. I hope so!
I was so glad to see that your sister Rosalind is now a 
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clothed nun and has fulfilled her ambition to start a new 
Order in the Church. I wish her every blessing. Please 
pray for me.

Yours affectionately in Jesus and Mary,
Cherry Methven, South Africa

Every day I thank HaShem for you and the AHC—it’s so 
good and necessary to have contact with one’s spiritual 
roots, and I am very grateful to you for being there for our 
shared Jewish brothers and sisters. Todah Rabah!
Another great issue has arrived from you, and I am jealous 
of my free time so I can read it! But right now I need to 
write to you. I can hardly wait for Vol. 4 of The Mystery 
of Israel and the Church to be published. I have the first 
3 vols. thanks to a dear friend of my family, but I would 
like to complete the set of books. It is worth its weight 
in gold!!! I never read anything so good before in all 
my life and so thorough too! The oddest thing about it is 
that before we knew about it, for 2 years, I would have a 
recurring dream where I was in our library looking for a 
Jewish/Catholic commentary on the Scriptures that was 
also theological, and I would always wake up frustrated 
because I never found it. When I started to read it last 
year, I was so thrilled because I knew that was the book I 
had been looking for!! Please thank Dr. Feingold for such 
fantastic work and something so completely satisfying!!! 
Todah Rabah!!
I read Mr. David Wall’s article on his conversion, and it 
was so moving. Also, I found it very enlightening. I had 
no idea Jewish converts were subjected to such suffering! 
Oy! I wanted to cry when I read about his being made to 
eat pork. It is like making a cradle Catholic eat meat on 
Friday! The article has helped me to see in a clearer way 
that all Jesus is asking of me is a deeper, greater trust in 
His all-loving Providence! That’s all; and He’ll do any-
thing to get it and to have me cling to Him more surely 
and securely! So May God reward Mr. Wall for me. That 
was a special grace for me, and as my Novice-Mistress 
used to say before she flew Home to Heaven, “Now that 
was a red-letter day!”
I am offering a Monastic Day (all my prayers, works, joys, 
and sufferings) each Sunday now for all of AHC and all 
Jews. With your kind permission, that is how I’d like to 
“pay up”! May God reward you for always being there!

Gratefully in Yeshua and Miryam,
[Ed. From a cloistered Sister]

Appreciates their Jewish roots
I am a Catholic who started out as an Episcopalian. Our 
Lord gave me a special love for His mother and for the 
Jewish people when I was 4 years old. I love Mother 
Miriam, and our daughter is named Miriam – I am cur-
rently handicapped with post polio syndrome, but I can 
still pray, read, write, and talk! 

Margaret Hoffman, United States

I am a Catholic convert. I was baptized Lutheran. As a 
young child, I was very attracted and interested in the 
Jewish faith and Jewish people’s history On my own, I 
studied Judaism and was considering converting to Juda-
ism. In private prayer, I decided I should look back into 
Christianity before deciding to convert. I decided to start 
with studying Catholicism. Within a short period of time, 
I recognized Judaism in many of the practices, prayers, 
and liturgies. I decided to be Catholic in short order, with 
all of the love of Judaism and the Jewish people to share 
with my fellow parishioners. 

God Bless you and your organization.
Stacia St. Romain, United States

I have Jewish blood. My father was a converted Jew. My 
mother was a Spaniard and Catholic… I have Jewish 
relatives. I was baptized in the Cathedral of Montevideo, 
Uruguay ten days after my birth.

Pablo Hubner Varela, Uruguay

Drawn to the Jewish people with love. Our family name 
as revealed in Poland is Jewish. 
I spoke/shared with my brother info about AHC, and he 
told me that he was told by an individual that our family 
name is Jewish – Pietrowicz.

Anne Sigler, United States

Shalom, I was born in Brooklyn, NY and now reside in 
upstate NY. Although I was born and raised Catholic, I 
have always had an unusual interest in anything Jewish. 
Over the years, I had attended a Messianic Shabbat as well 
as going to Mass and Communion on Sundays. For many 
years, I was associated with the Remnant of Israel. Two 
years ago, I started to research the diaspora and turned to 
science with a DNA “fingerprint” to identify my ancestry. 
I have all 3 Jewish markers of an Ashkenazi Jew. What a 
gift from God – I am so incredibly happy!

Joanne Mary Bellmer, United States

Contacts through email
It is good to find this site.  My father was a Roman Catholic 
and my mother was a Jew.  I still recall my mother and 
her mother sitting in the kitchen saying to me “Because 
we are Jews you are a Jew”.  Despite that I was baptized 
Catholic before the age of three in a valid but illicit cer-
emony done secretly at a Catholic Church with neither 
my mother or father being present.  I have struggled with 
that knowledge all of my adult life.  Finding the AHC site 
brings hope to me that I may find peace of mind in this 
matter as a Hebrew Catholic.

J.L

I have been a Catholic for nearly 20 years. Within a few 
years of marrying in the Church to my Roman Catholic, 
Puerto Rican wife I had undergone baptism, communion 
and confirmation. Subsequently, I had been received and 
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professed as a Third Order Carmelite, and I became a 1st 
degree Knight of Columbus. Even though I am not active 
with the Kof C, we are active as Third Order Carmelites. I 
am a second generation American from a mostly Austrian 
Jewish background. My mother’s mother was a protestant 
from Northern Ireland. My grandparents were not religious 
and my parents were less so. However, I did go to Hebrew 
school to prepare for Bar Mitzva. Following the Bar Mitzva 
my directions in my life followed did not include anything 
Jewish, religiously or culturally. My interests were music  
and environmentalism. ... In my mid twenties I had been 
exposed to non traditional and non denominational forms 
of Christianity, and at some point I found myself accepting 
Jesus as the Son of God. However, I made no movement 
to a more formal and traditional commitment to Christ. 
Upon meeting my wife, who is very devout, I saw my 
commitment to Christ in the Catholic Church in a sacra-
mental marriage as a natural progression of my Christian 
orientation that began in my mid twenties. All this time, I 
still on some level recognized myself as a Jew, however 
dimly understanding in what way that I am a Jew. Usu-
ally, movies about the Holocaust will trigger a feeling of 
solidarity with Jews. After all, some of my relatives died 
at the hand of the Nazis. Going to Mass, hearing the Old 
and New Testament readings, I began to see that Roman 
Catholicism is very much based on Judaism and that being 
a Jew and a Roman Catholic is not a complete contradic-
tion but simply a natural progression. I now, however, see 
that the Jewish identity can be absorbed and lost in Roman 
Catholicism, so I am very interested in the AHC’s proposal 
to maintain Jewish identity. Reading Edith Stein, Fr. Elias 
Friedman and others convinces me that there is something 
going on that each of us as individuals cannot discern. ... 
My wife and I are very close, and we are currently very 
occupied with our present religious commitments. Also, 
she does not feel, in the soul, the need to connect with the 
Jewish heritage in Roman Catholicism. However, she has 
been very happy to make Hannukah and Passover meals. 
She did pray to the Holy Mother for a Jewish husband! I 
myself have such a weak understanding of Jewish culture 
and religion that I don’t know if I have much to offer to 
this project. 

Sincerely, N. L..

I was born Jewish, adopted and raised Catholic, and at 
the age of Mitzvah I went into Chabad Chassidism. Three 
years ago I came to the conclusion that Yeshua is our 
people’s hope, truth, Messiah, Savior, and King. I came 
to faith via a Baptist church and was part of a Southern 
Baptist Messianic Fellowship (whose pastor was Jew-
ish). I also sang in an Anglo-Catholic (now they are an 
Anglican Use Parish, and I am a member), but I left soon 
after I heard that they were going through the process of 
coming into Holy Mother Church, via the Anglicanorum 
coetibus Constitution.

Three years later, after deep study, and challenging from 
my Pastor (who knew how to use the Catechism and Scrip-
ture), I have returned to the Church (I must admit, Saint 
Teresa Benedicta of the Cross also had an influence on 
me), and am in the process of discernment about joining 
the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal (prayers requested).
I was wondering how one joins this wonderful group, and 
if you have any chapters here in Canada.

Yours in our peoples Messiah, M.

I am, by your brief definition, a Hebrew Catholic.  I en-
tered the Church in 2011. I have been struggling with the 
very issue of assimilation and feeling, at times, a little 
homesick.  I love being Catholic, but I yearn to keep my 
Jewish heritage.  Hebrew Catholic really fits.  How then 
do I ‘join’ the AHC effort?  I believe strongly in the aim 
and mission.  Thank you for your time and consideration.

S. Y.

I am very interested in helping the AHC in anything you 
need. I am a seminarian in Miami, currently in my senior 
year of philosophy, and am also a descendant of the Sep-
hardic Anusim. Up until she died, my great-grandmother 
would light candles on Friday night, she would never eat 
pork because of a family tradition that said it was bad to 
do so, all this while still being a practicing Catholic. For 
some years now, I have researched my geneology and 
found that my ancestors on both sides were Sephardic  
Jews from Spain. Unfortunately, this was kept secret in 
my family to prevent persecution. Now, I see how other 
cultures can express themselves in the Church and would 
like to do anything I can to help the AHC to continue to 
work toward a way to express the Israelite culture, the 
Jewish culture, in the Church. 

Thank you and G-d bless! L.N.

Your website is great. I entered the RC Church in 1974 and 
received a vocation to the Opus Dei Prelature in 1980. My 
mother was English (Church of England) and my father 
was a lapsed Orthodox Jew. I have always attended Holy 
Mass daily and have visited Israel with my wife once, many 
years ago. She is from Sri Lanka and introduced me to the 
Catholic faith. We live in London and have one daughter. 
My parents never discussed or practised any religion when 
I was growing up, and I did not know my father was Jewish 
until I was 13. I long to be a part of the Jewish nation but 
feel like an outsider due to my Catholic faith and the fact 
my mother was not Jewish. Had I never encountered the 
Roman Catholic Church, I probably would have converted 
to Ultra-Orthodox Judaism as a young person. The ques-
tion of my identity – sometimes I feel like two people in 
the same body is, I find, almost overwhelming.

L. R.
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President’s Memo

Shalom Chaverim (Friends), 
As mentioned in the News and Notes, this issue of The 

Hebrew Catholic is again way overdue. Please accept 
once again our apologies for the long period in which you 
heard nothing from us. We are filled with gratitude for your 
patience, your continuing support, and your prayers, all 
of which which have sustained this work and enabled us 
to continue. Thank you! 

In May, I completed the third and final year of my 
studies leading to a Masters degree in Theology from 
the Insitute of Pastoral Theology, Ave Maria University. 
However, I did not receive the degree since I audited the 
entire program. While I did not have the time to do all the 
work required to actually obtain the degree, I was able to 
engage in this outstanding Catholic education, not only 
for my own edification, but to ensure that the work of the 
AHC is in complete conformity with Magisterial teaching 
and discipline.

I was blessed to have Kathleen audit and share the third 
year courses with me. Together, we prayed and studied so 
that we might come to a deeper knowledge of and intimacy 
with our Lord, so necessary for ourselves and our role in 
the AHC.

An Unexpected Interlude
After May, we dived into the work that had accumulated 

while we were attending classes. At the beginning of 
August, Kathleen and I took a two day respite at a local 
resort. The first night, I left our room in pitch darkness but 
took too wide a turn, falling down the stairs while standing 
upright the whole way down. It was a miracle that I did 
not fall forward. Except for a sore shoulder at the time, 
everything else seemed fine. 

A short while after, pain and an MRI showed that I had 
deeply bruised the bones above and below my knee. The 
doctor told me I had to stay off my feet so that the bones 
would heal, which I did until the first week of December. 

I was blessed by my wife, Kathleen, who brought meals 
and ice-packs to me in my chair on the second floor, and 
with our friends – Linus Pottebaum and Paul Raidt – who 
brought the Eucharist to me throughout the week. 

After the first week of December, I started walking again. 
With a cane, I was able to start going to Mass and havurah 
meetings and return to AHC work on our computer. Now, 
at Christmas, I no longer need a cane. I thank our Lord 
for all His blessings.

Moving Up the Mountain
The time spent sitting in my chair afforded some much 

needed time to continue my reflections on the ongoing 
work of the AHC. 

If you recall, in my Memo of the last issue, #89, I spoke 
of having reached a plateau: Behind us was the mountain 
we had already climbed, and ahead was the mountain we 
had yet to climb. I had also written of some signs pointing 
the way up the mountain. 

Through prayer and reflection, my confidence in these 
signs has increased. I have grown to trust that they repre-
sent our Lord’s leading, even while I remain open to any 
course corrections He sends.

One reason my confidence in these signs has grown is 
because they so fittingly correspond to the situation of 
Jews throughout the world and the needs of the Church 
today. These signs also point to a fitting response to the 
exhortations of the Holy Father and many Bishops regard-
ing Catholic formation and the new evangelization.

In the last issue, I identified four signs that marked our 
path forward. They were: (1) the growth of havurot; (2) the 
development of a new interactive international web site; 
(3) the development of our Hebrew Catholic literature; 
and (4) the ongoing development of the AHC. Let me say 
a few words about each of these areas.

Growth of the AHC havurot
Though we are still in the early stages, we are delighted 

that more people are contacting us who have already es-
tablished a havurah or who are planning to establish one. 
We are excited about the new groups in Central and South 
America that we have learned about through Pablo Carrion 
(see News and Notes, page 4).

It is through the development of our havurot that God 
inspires the prayer and study that is so essential to our work 
and to being well-formed in the faith. And it is through the 
development of the havurot that we hope to attract more 
Hebrew Catholics in the Church, helping us all to preserve 
our Jewish heritage. 

Each havurah will also be able to serve their parish(es) 
and their community as a whole. I believe the AHC ha-
vurot can become “small vital circles of really convinced 
believers who live their faith”(Salt of the Earth, Joseph Cardinal 
Ratzinger, pg 222).

Thanks to Ken and Flora Wilsker, our new AHC Havurah 
Newsletter will serve to unite all havurot in the mission of 
the AHC and within the mission of the Church.
Development of an interactive international website
While there is a growing number of havurot, the majority 

of AHC affiliates are still dispersed throughout the world 
without the fellowship and support of other affiliates.

So for the present, in addition to the havurot, AHC af-
filiates throughout the world can participate in a virtual 
community through prayer, letters, email, our AHC email 
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discussion group, The Hebrew Catholic, the AHC Havurah 
Newsletter, and our website. 

Today, our website is not set up for interactive use. 
Development, maintenance, and updating has been slow 
and limited, depending upon my time and capabilities. 
In addition to the information currently available, a new 
interactive site would enable all authorized people to add 
material to our web site. It would provide a platform that 
each havurah can use for its materials and to communicate 
with its members and inquirers. It would enable a variety 
of writers to post their articles and to interact with readers. 
It would provide a dynamic calendar providing informa-
tion concerning the havurot and their events, along with 
the celebrations of the Hebrew Catholic liturgical year.

Making this possible is the free software that is available 
on the web throughout the world, along with documenta-
tion and expert practitioners. We welcome collaboration   
with people who have experience with websites, and 
especially with WordPress software.

Development of our Hebrew Catholic literature
Today, there is much literature that is appropriate for 

our havurot studies. It is available from the Church, from 
regular publishers, and from our own growing resources. 
The first list of examples we have included in this issue, 
page 30, will provide much material to serve our havurot. 

Additionally, we look forward to developing and 
publishing prayer books, guides with examples for the 
developing traditions through the Hebrew Catholic year, 
books by Hebrew Catholics now out-of-print, and study 
material fine-tuned for our apostolate. See News and Notes: 
AHC Finances for examples of what we are planning. We 
welcome collaboration with people who have experience 
in the field of publishing. 

Ongoing Development of the AHC
 We are indebted to all the people who have served the 

AHC mission: Our founders, our Board of Directors, our 
officers, the leaders of our havurot including those who 
have formed the first branch of the AHC in New Zealand,  
the Wilskers who are responsible for the new AHC Ha-
vurah Newsletter, our Advisory Board which is now in 
formation, and all those with whom we have consulted 
over the years. Thank you one and all!

In my reflections, I considered how the growth of AHC 
havurot and branches incarnates the mission of the AHC 
within a specific local context. Further, it is from these 
havurot and branches that new generations of directors, 
officers, and leaders will emerge.

Thus, we will need your continuing prayers for our on-
going development, and in particular for those who will 
take the reins of AHC leadership in the future.

In our next issue, we will describe the formation of the 

first branch of the AHC in New Zealand. We will also 
introduce you to any new members of our Boards of Di-
rectors and Advisors. 

You Shall Be My Witnesses ....
After celebrating the Nativity of Our Lord, we continue 

to reflect on the fulfillment of 2,000 years of our ances-
tor’s yearnings and hopes, a fulfillment that began to be 
realized with the incarnation of our Lord in the womb of 
the Blessed Virgin.

The incarnation was also the beginning of the great dig-
nity that has been granted to us by our Lord, the dignity 
that empowers us to share what He has granted us – His 
very life and mission.

Just as many of our Jewish ancestors first welcomed the 
person of Jesus and His message in a pagan world, so all 
faithful members of His body must do the same today in 
a world growing increasingly pagan. Sadly, it is not only 
in the world that we find those who do not know Jesus and 
His message, but in the Church as well.

During the season of Advent, we also celebrated the 
Feast of Dedication, known as Chanukah. We thought 
about Judah Maccabee and his victory against the forces 
of Antiochus IV who required either the assimilation 
of Jews into Greek culture, or else their death. We also 
thought about the martyrdom of Eleazar (2 Mac 6:18-31) and 
the mother with her seven sons (2 Mac 7:1-42), all of whom 
accepted death rather than violate God’s law. 

May the lives of the Maccabees and those who died 
rather than compromise their faith, along with all the 
saints who have died for Christ and His Church, inspire 
us as we take up the new evangelization and contend with 
the principalities, the powers, and the world rulers of this 
present darkness (cf. Eph. 6:12). May we often turn to our 
patrons, Our Lady of the Miracle and St. Teresa Benedicta 
of the Cross, asking for their intercession. 

We pray that our havurot and branches will serve to 
complement our parishes in bolstering the Faith, in of-
fering our prayers, and in providing fellowship. May all 
of our affiliates be as one in witnessing to the mercy of 
God. United with our Lord and His Church, we rejoice in 
the Nativity of Incarnate Love and in being called to the 
company of the Saints in the New Jerusalem!

Please know that we are grateful for your continuing 
prayers and support. We wish you health and every Christ-
mas blessing throughout the new year, 

In the hearts of Yeshua, Miriam, and St. Teresa Benedicta 
of the Cross,
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Stories From the Diaspora

Testimony of Father Jean-Rodolphe Kars
Translated from the original French by  

Andrew Sholl, Townsville, Australia
Written on 26th December, 1986, four weeks after my Ordination.

My name is Jean-Rodolphe Kars. My parents are Aus-
trian: both Jews. I was born in 1947 in Calcutta, India. My 
parents had to flee there in 1938 because of the Nazi perse-
cution (of Jews). My 
sister was also born 
there a few years 
earlier. Six months 
after my birth, my 
parents settled in 
France: They did not 
wish to return to Aus-
tria. Thus, I lived in 
France from the age 
of one.1 

I must add that I 
did not receive any 
religious education 
as a Jew. My par-
ents were not prac-
ticing Jews, even to 
the smallest degree. 
We did not keep the 
Sabbath.

Thus, I grew up in an indifferent religious atmosphere. 
I learned to play the piano from the age of seven and 
specialized very quickly. After having gone through the 
Conservatorium of Paris, I began in 1967 my career as an 
international concert pianist. I traveled a lot, made tours, 
gave concerts, took part in broadcasts, and made records. 
I was very committed to my career. God searched me out. 
That was in June, 1976.

Before continuing with this testimony, I must add an 
important point: my sister Helen was baptized well be-
fore me, in 1961. She had followed a path which was far 
more advanced than mine. In fact, she was a believer in 
her childhood.2 When she entered the Catholic Church, I 
must say that I was not attracted to it at all: I could not 
share with her at a deeper level – at least not on that topic. 
I even fled a little.

One must appreciate that the milieu of a musician is at the 
same time wonderful because of what one lives through at 

1 From 1948 to 1953, we lived at Chambon-sur-Lignon, a place which 
became very famous, as the locals saved about 5,000 Jews during the War. We 
settled afterwards in Paris.

2 Now she is a consecrated Sister in the Community of the Beatitudes.

the artistic level, but at the same time, it is very wounded 
and wounding. A milieu which is very narcissistic. Every-
one plays his role in an imaginary world; the mentality 
is not at all Christian. One isn’t interested in the Church. 
There exists a certain tone of contempt, a kind of superficial 
prejudice against the Church, its institutions, its doctrine: 
everything that seems to go against “freedom”. Now, an 
artist is a being who craves freedom. Everything that 
the Church says, and everything that she teaches by way 

of requirements, is 
often taken to be a 
threatening attack.

I wallowed in this 
milieu, and without 
being exceptionally 
aggressive, I well 
remember my nega-
tive attitude with re-
spect to the clergy. I 
readily joined in the 
chorus of criticism 
which arose every 
time, for example, 
when a pontifical 
document regarding 
morality was issued. 
With regard to the 
Church, I lived a 

marginal existence, and the conversion of my sister did not 
change anything. I was rather embarrassed by it.

And here we are in June, 1976. In the fullness of my 
musical career, I lived in a personal situation which was 
very difficult, and in which other people were involved. 
There was no way out. To get out of such a situation with 
simply human means at one’s disposal would have been 
compensated for by considerable psychological damage. 
I was thus, together with other people, truly ‘in a pickle’. 
It was at this point that I was prepared to meet up with 
an Irishman, despite my antagonistic attitude towards the 
Church and of what I believed and understood to be the 
Christian religion. He was a layman, the father of a fam-
ily, and had an important position of leadership within the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal in England. It was through 
my sister that I came to know him, since at that time she 
was living in England and was associated with the Re-
newal, in particular, with a Prayer Group of which this 
man was in charge. He was introduced to me as someone 
with a gift of discernment, of compassion, of wisdom, 
and an important gift of healing—of inner healing: a gift 
of being able to understand and read souls, to appreciate 

Fr. Jean-Rodolphe Kars  and  Andrew Sholl
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deep suffering, and to clearly understand different kinds 
of situations.

At that time I was psychologically totally exhausted. 
That’s why I was ready to meet him, as I would have been 
ready to listen to anybody. I wanted to get out of this situ-
ation and came to realize that my situation was hopeless. 
I agreed to meet him, obviously not knowing what I was 
letting myself into.

Having returned from a Charismatic Renewal pilgrim-
age to Lourdes, he came to my place where I was living 
in the suburbs of Paris. We spoke together for a whole 
afternoon. I must say that previously no one had spoken 
to me of Jesus in that way. I did not believe, but I had 
opposite me a man radiating love, humility, and faith. He 
spoke to me of the Faith, of what he had seen, of miracles, 
of the love of God, of His presence in our lives. He gave 
me his own testimony with an extraordinary freedom. He 
did not try at all to convince me. All that he wished for 
was to advance Jesus’ cause. He seemed to me to live his 
Faith like the first Christians did in the primitive Church, 
of which I had vaguely heard people speak. He gave me 
the impression of being at the same time an ardent apostle 
and a very humble servant, not seeking to convert, but 
simply being a witness. I therefore bombarded him with 
questions about everything that I had against the Church: 
‘But then the Church, during that period of history, what 
did it do? And why this? And why that?’ To each question 
he had an extremely clear and incisive answer. He did 
not deny anything but put it into context. Like John the 
Baptist, he made straight the path, removed the obstacles, 
took away the stones to let Jesus pass by. I was struck by 
the exactness, coherence, and intelligence of his replies, 
which were at the same time simple and supernatural, 
just as I was struck by his charity and understanding. He 
quickly grasped my situation, spoke to me of it, and in the 
evening suggested that I should pray with him. I said ‘Yes’. 
There was no feeling of revolt in me. I was already very 
much challenged. Through his words, something started 
growing in me, began to take shape and to develop in 
me. This was radically new and at the same time already 
mysteriously ‘familiar’. I let him pray for me, as one has 
the habit of praying in the Renewal, that is, by the imposi-
tion of hands. At that moment I felt nothing in particular. 
I felt rather indifferent, but peaceful. It was not until that 
very evening, or rather during the night, that I had a very 
strong spiritual experience. I was suddenly engulfed by a 
sudden anxiety which was completely inexplicable. Not an 
anxiety coming from within, but an anxiety which felt like 
an outward attack. This man had also spoken to me of the 
existence of occult forces, evil forces, of the devil, telling 
me that a spiritual struggle took place in history, and in 
the story of each one of us. At this instant, I could in some 
manner feel this reality. I felt as if I was being attacked, 
but from the outside: as if a weight was weighing down 
the house where I was living. At that moment, I was seized 

by an anxiety which was quite awful. I started calling out 
to God (in the ‘conditional’ tense, as I did not yet believe, 
to tell the truth). I said: ‘God, if you truly exist, and if it 
is true, all that I heard about you this afternoon, then this 
is the moment; intervene now, snatch me from this fear.’ 
Instantly, I experienced an indescribable sensation—in fact 
a kind of snatching—a little bit like finding myself in a 
lift, traveling at a great speed in a skyscraper; the lift stops 
suddenly, and one finds oneself raised up, made light. I felt 
a great gentleness. The anxiety had instantly disappeared. 
The evil presence had left. Only the gentle presence of the 
Almighty Lord remained. That was my very first spiritual 
experience, and I fell asleep.

The next day, I woke up with faith. I had experienced 
God. In the days that followed, I continued to pray with 
that Irish friend, and at the same time, the situation which 
I raised started to resolve itself in a manner that was quite 
astonishing. The obstacles fell away one after another, 
whereas previously they seemed, humanly speaking, ut-
terly insurmountable. One of the people who was deeply 
and closely related to this situation behaved a few days 
later as though seized by the Holy Spirit.

That person had also experienced a veritable outpouring 
of the Spirit and was changed and converted. This conver-
sion was the beginning of a story of grace for that person 
and for myself as well; it is an extraordinary testimony 
which I will not elaborate here.

A few months have passed, and life continued. By 
reason of the concerts which I was still giving, this being 
the height of my career, I often went to England. That 
allowed me during the months which followed to keep 
in touch with this Irish friend whom, I say right away, I 
chose as my sponsor at my Baptism, which was to take 
place later. He continued to pray for me. He exercised his 
gift of healing. We had long conversations, and thanks to 
these, I lived more and more in a close relationship with 
Jesus. However, I was missing something: I had seen God 
at work in my life, I had experienced the power of Jesus, I 
knew that he was working in my life, but I wanted to have 
a much more personal and intimate relationship with him. 
In fact, I wanted him to reign in my heart and in my life. 
I wanted Jesus absolutely.

It was due to this desire that I went to an abbey in 
France to spend there a few days by way of a retreat, with 
the sole intention to pray every day, to be in silence, and 
to beg Jesus to come into my life.3 During the course of 
this retreat, in which I did not participate in the services, 
I kept this desire, while a spiritual struggle took place at 
an intellectual level. A voice—a bit obsessed—was telling 
me unceasingly: ‘Yes, but can you believe, with all the 
scientific discoveries about the universe, the evolution of 
beings and things, all the discoveries in psychology…?’ 
Many of the realities of the Faith still seemed to me to 

3 Abbaye Notre-Dame de Tamie’, Haute-Savoie [O.L. of Tamie’ Abbey]
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be difficult to understand and to accept at the intellectual 
level. I asked myself all sorts of questions. Whilst I was 
at the monastery, God in his humour always gave me the 
necessary answers via some periodicals. It just happened 
that I got hold of the periodical which answered my ques-
tion ‘of the day’ which I asked myself. It was often old 
copies of Fetes et Saisons (Feasts and Seasons), dating 
back several years, which people forgot to put away. One 
question that cropped up was about the Real Presence, and 
I came across a periodical which explained it to me in a 
way that was very simple and very clear. Another time, 
it was the meaning of gestures and rites. Why all these 
gestures in the Church, why all these processions, these 
ornaments? Did God really need them? And once again I 
came across a magazine which spoke to me wonderfully, 
and explained to me the meaning that was incarnate in 
the union between God and men, the need that we have 
to reply by our gestures, with all of our feelings, through 
everything that is part of the created world.

On the next to last day of this retreat—I came to realize 
that this was the day of the Annunciation—I went into the 
chapel at the end of Mass and sat down at the back. It was 
the final song. The monks left in procession, and there was 
a strong smell of incense. It was magnificent. It was at this 
moment that my encounter with Jesus took place, in an 
extremely low-key manner which was almost lacking in 
content; there was no great revelation, no vision: simply 
a heart-to-heart encounter. At this precise moment, Jesus 
came into my life. I don’t know how to express it. I felt His 
presence, I knew it was He and that He took His place in 
my heart. He put down new foundations. He Himself was 
the foundation, and it was His Heart which came into me. 
It was very beautiful. It was so beautiful that at the same 
time I felt like fleeing, to go away from this chapel, whilst 
another very great gentleness kept me back.

I was seized by a very deep love for Jesus, and I truly 
received the Faith in its fullness. It has never left me 
since. Of course, I knew some difficult periods on my 
way, but never the least doubt about the presence of Jesus, 
about his Lordship, and about the fact that he came into 
my life. It was also at this precise moment that whatever 
still remained at the unconscious level about criticism 
or sarcasm with respect to the Church had completely 
evaporated. Everything had disappeared, and I was there 
and then seized by a deep and total love for the Church; 
all my prejudices had disappeared and were replaced by 
a kind of inner understanding: a deep intuition as to what 
the Church is. I would have been incapable of explaining 
what she taught. I did not know her doctrine, but something 
in me said: ‘The fullness of truth is there, the whole and 
complete presence of the mercy of Christ is to be found in 
that place’. I believed. That can appear to be strange, since 
without even knowing what she really taught, I clung with 
all my heart to her teaching.

That day I said ‘yes’ unreservedly to the Church, a ‘yes’ 
full of love, but also in complete lucidity and freedom. I 
understood inwardly, even though I could not as yet put 
it into words, the place of priests, and the devotion to the 
Virgin Mary. A deep affection for the Pope took hold of 
me; I came to understand very profoundly his place. I came 
to understand the meaning of all the hierarchy within the 
Church, as a hierarchy of service and of love given by 
Christ. I knew very well that there were dark times in the 
history of the Church herself, but I also realized that the 
Church was ceaselessly loved and renewed by Peter…
Peter, who in his fired-up spirit wanted to follow Jesus 
with all the impetus of his heart, and who stumbled and 
denied him. Nevertheless, Jesus did not deprive him of his 
mission which He had entrusted to him: to be the visible 
head of the Church, its rock. Thus, I understood that Jesus 
through all of History raised up and healed his Church, 
and still continued to ask the same question: ‘Do you 
love me?’ while ceaselessly entrusting him anew with his 
mission of redemption, of evangelisation, confirming her 
in her vocation to be the repository of the grace of God.

I left this monastery brimming over with joy, having 
met Jesus personally, now having a deep relationship with 
Him, having received in a very inward manner my first 
outpouring of the Spirit, and having received a great love 
for the Church.

I then went back to Paris. I went to the Church of the 
Sacred Heart at Montmartre in order to meet a priest who 
was recommended to me. We spoke, and very quickly it 
became clear that I was ready to receive Baptism. When 
I asked him, ‘Isn’t it too early?’, he replied by the very 
beautiful sentence which can be found in the Acts of the 
Apostles: ‘Can one refuse Baptism to someone who has 
just received the Holy Spirit?’ (Acts 10:47). It was truly 
what I have been living through: pure grace during my stay 
at the monastery. This priest then prepared me for Baptism.

I joined the catechumenate at the end of June, 1977, one 
year after the beginning of my conversion. This catechu-
menate was a very intense period, full of the love of Jesus, 
but also of trials and testing, especially external ones. I 
came to realize very much that the enemy was let loose 
against me, while at the same time, I was able to keep very 
much at peace. I knew that I had to go in the direction of 
the Sacrament of Baptism.

I received it, surrounded by brothers and sisters from 
Prayer Groups of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, at 
the Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Montmartre, at the end 
of 1977.

On this subject, let me disclose to you a little anecdote. 
In 1971, while I was still very far from God, I had a record 
made in London: the twenty-four preludes of Debussy. In 
these preludes, one can find a piece which is particularly 
well known which is called ‘The Engulfed Cathedral’. I 
had the record made, and for commercial reasons which 



The Hebrew Catholic, No. 90, Winter 2012-201314

one can well understand, the publishers wanted it to be is-
sued for Christmas, 1971. I agreed, but not having the time 
to occupy myself with the sleeve, I let the publishers take 
care of that: they were free to do whatever they wanted. 
When the record came out, I found the sleeve, and right 
there and then I was really not happy with it. What was it 
like? The publishers were determined to illustrate this piece 
of music, ‘The Engulfed Cathedral’, and thought up some 
photographic trick in bad taste which I continued to find 
unsatisfactory: the Sacred Heart Basilica of Montmartre, 
with an overprint of a photo of the sea. One could see there 
the Basilica of the Sacred Heart, being transparent in the 
sea, while at the same time it appeared to emerge out of 
the water. Why wasn’t I very happy? First of all because 
the Sacred Heart Basilica of Montmartre, esthetically 
speaking, is not really what is the most beautiful: There 
are hundreds of cathedrals in France which are far more 
beautiful. Nor was I satisfied with this trick photography, 
which was a bit facile. And then I forgot this record sleeve, 
and the years went by.

Just before I entered the catechumenate, I again found 
myself with this record in my hand. I was going to give it 
up. I looked at the sleeve, and at that instant, I was stag-
gered: I saw the Basilica of the Sacred Heart, where I 
was going to be baptized in a few months. There was, of 
course, my name on the sleeve: The sea and the Basilica 
were emerging out of the water. Water is the symbol of 
Baptism, and the Basilica of the Sacred Heart is a symbol 
of the Church and of a new life, as if the Lord wanted to 
say via this sleeve: ‘There’s what I have been preparing 
you for for many years, even when you did not know me. 
I already had my eyes on you. I knew that one day there’ll 
be a new life for you, and that you will be submerged into 
my death and into my resurrection’.

I relate this little episode to show at which point the 
Lord ‘looks out for us’, full of love. He awaits the right 
moment, and even if we are very distant from him, he 
keeps his eyes on us. He looks out for us in order to get 
hold of us as soon as our heart has a tiny or intense wish 
to turn towards him.

After my Baptism, I continued along the path in Prayer 
Groups. If I had sometimes some extraordinary joys as a 
musician—it’s true that it is a most beautiful profession, a 
creative profession in which one communicates something 
beautiful to others—I understood that it was since my 
Baptism that I truly began to live, whereas beforehand, I 
was just surviving.

While contemplating all those years which preceded 
my conversion and my Baptism, I have the impression of 
having been like an insect which was picking up, to the left 
and to the right, little bits of joy, or even big bits of joy, but 
which didn’t know exactly where he came from or where 
he was going. Now I know it, of course, perfectly well. 
This certitude remains. Even through periods of struggle 

or darkness, there always remained this conductor wire 
which was nothing other than the love of God, the view 
that Jesus takes over my whole life, and takes over the 
totality of the history of his Church, and also takes over his 
people Israel, a dimension which I discovered a little later.

After my Baptism, I continued to give concerts. Little by 
little, a transformation took place in the way I made music. 
I could no longer endure to play pieces of music just for 
their beauty. I no longer accepted a choice of music for 
purely aesthetic reasons. I had met uncreated beauty. Cre-
ated beauty, left to its own devices, appeared vain to me. 
That did not happen without personal anguish. There was 
even a period of rejection and disgust, but I was obliged 
to continue, since I had contracts to fulfill and concerts to 
secure. Progressively, in each piece of music, I began to 
look for the face of Jesus. Even in the profane pieces of 
music, I looked for Scriptural references, some spiritual 
elements which inspired me to play such-and-such a piece, 
so that the presence of Jesus would dwell in it more and 
more, by the richness of its mystery. Thus, progressively, 
a transformation took place in my playing of music, and 
the different people who heard me, even though they were 
not aware of what happened to me, ought to have noticed 
this difference: a kind of purification in the way I played.

In 1979, after a Mass in which I lived through a ‘heart-
to-heart’ experience with Jesus, in a deep peace and an 
enormous love, I had stayed alone in the church. I heard 
what seemed a kind of inner locution: a voice which asked 
me two questions very distinctly and precisely. The first 
question was: ‘Do you want to love me?’ Of course I re-
plied, ‘Yes’. Then, after some silence, a second question: 
‘Do you want to help me show others how much I love 
them?’ I then immediately understood that I was being 
called to the Priesthood. And I had the grace to reply as 
well, ‘Yes’. After this decisive day, I still continued with 
the concerts. I had said ‘Yes’ to the Lord, but I didn’t know 
at all either when or how to go about it.

It was at the end of 1979 that this call became more 
and more clear through very exact details, coincidences, 
events, and encounters. At that time, I met some young 
men who lived in a community. I was able to share with 
them what seemed to me to be the call of God. These young 
men spoke to me about everything. Even whilst belonging 
to the Emmanuel Community, they prepared themselves 
for the Priesthood, while having the grace to live out this 
preparation in the midst of a community life which was 
strong spiritually. They lived out this formation not only 
among themselves, but also profoundly linked to lay people 
and families in a spiritual life which was very balanced 
and stabilizing. It was for that reason that I entered the 
Emmanuel Community – to have myself trained. In order 
to live during the time that I was moving towards the 
Priesthood, all the graces of the new Pentecost in which our 
Church lives in our time were given to me: the charisms, 
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these gifts which show forth the mercy of God. I had this 
really huge amount of grace given to me so as not to live 
my road to the Priesthood in a dry context, which is very 
isolating, or cut off from the world, but to live it at the heart 
of that community. It was also there that I discovered the 
graces of the Heart of Jesus, the Heart of the High Priest.

From the moment that I began my studies in theology in 
1981, I radically stopped my musical career. I gave my last 
concert quite discreetly. Nobody in the hall knew, except 
two or three people. Besides, this did not take place in a 
prestigious context. No heart-rending experience in me, 
but on the contrary, a very great joy and the certainty of 
responding to the call to a new life. Also, the certainty 
that all these talents which God had given me were not 
lost, but transformed. At the same time, to make music in 
my way, to play for Jesus, but also in all my spiritual and 
theological formation. The discovery of theology, well 
taught and well understood, gave me the same joys as did 
music: joys multiplied a hundred times. Also, the study of 
Scripture, the Word of God, with its perpetual and constant 
springing up anew, its internal coherence, the presence of 
the Living God who dwells there.

That’s how I made my way towards the Priesthood and 
was ordained a priest in November, 1986, at the Basilica of 
the Sacred Heart at Paray-le-Monial during a magnificent 
ceremony, in a supernatural and extraordinary joy.

Meanwhile, I would like to underline something very im-
portant which will certainly hold a large part of my ministry 
as a priest: the rediscovery for myself of my own identity 
as a Jew, a son of Israel. Before my conversion, I was very 
indifferent about it. Step by step, two or three years after 
my Baptism and in the light of my Faith, I activated my 
consciousness of my belonging to the People of Israel. Be-
ing a priest provides me with something of great importance 
because on my father’s side, I’m part of the branch of Co-
hens: the priestly branch of the sons of Aaron. My paternal 
ancestors had quite a line of rabbis, and afterwards, a break 
in this line: no more religious practice for three generations. 
And now, Priesthood anew in the New Covenant. I feel very 
strongly the fact of being a priest, a Jew, being part of the 
Cohanim, in this very special time in the life of the Church 
with all its postconciliar soul-searching of the importance 
and permanence of the vocation of Israel, and what makes us 
rooted in Israel. It seems to me that God has thus given me 
through grace a place in his Heart, in the heart of the Church  
but also in the heart of Israel. Even though I’m still finding it 
hard to understand it all, I sense there a dimension of love and 
a free gift, like waiting for the coming of the Lord in glory.

Well, there it is. I have tried, albeit imperfectly, to tell you 
the story of my conversion. If this account could help some 
people to also encounter Jesus, to pray and to give thanks, 
such is my personal testimony.

I give thanks for it to Jesus. I also give very much thanks 
to Our Lady of Lourdes, who was very much present at the 

beginning of this process of conversion. I give thanks to 
all the Saints, male and female, of the Old and of the New 
Covenants. I give thanks very particularly to all my brethren 
in the Church, all my brethren in the Renewal, to all without 
exception, to all communities which I have encountered, and 
to all who, one day or another, were icons of sanctity and of 
the mercy of Jesus. I truly wish all those who will read this 
testimony a very great joy: the joy of the Bride when she 
meets the Bridegroom. Amen.

Messianic and Catholic 
Mark Neugebauer

Having been raised in a Conservative Jewish home in 
suburban Toronto, I was a regular attendee at synagogue 
on Sabbaths and High Holidays. I sang in the choir, as-
sisted at a Hebrew school and lived a committed Jewish 
life. My father is a Polish Holocaust survivor from Aus-
chwitz, and my mother’s family escaped the pogroms in 
Russia. Both settled in Canada and raised my sister and 
myself in a Jewish and Yiddish-speaking environment 
where all of our friends were Jewish, and Israel was our 
raison d’être. Christianity was the religion of the outsid-
ers, the faith of anti-Semites and Jew-haters, the creed of 
the Crusaders, Inquisitors, Persecutors, and Nazis. Yet, my 
mother would remind me continually, nevertheless, that 

Mark Neugebauer
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“Jesus was a Jew”. 
One day I picked up a volume by the Yiddish writer 

Sholem Asche called, The Nazarene. I was awestruck by 
the Jewish Yeshua, who in no way resembled those who 
apparently hated us for two thousand years. Watching the 
film Jesus of Nazareth confirmed this, and listening yearly 
to Handel’s Messiah began to convince me as I examined 
the scriptural libretto of that magnificent oratorio. The 
words, “He was wounded for our transgressions, bruised 
for our iniquities. The chastisement for our peace was on 
him, and by his stripes we are healed”, caused me to won-
der what these New Testament words (so, I thought) were 
doing in a piece of music! To my surprise, I discovered 
that they were from Isaiah 53 from the Tanach and were 
originally in Hebrew. 

My regular synagogue attendance led me to helping 
out in Hebrew school, participating in youth groups, and 
singing in the choir led by a wonderful cantor, Louis 
Danto. In the choir were two Jewish believers who were 
praying to lead someone to the Lord. I was fascinated by 
their testimony of peace and joy, and when I asked them 
what it was that was making them behave that way, they 
responded, “Jesus”. I was shocked, and I was determined 
to talk them out of that aberration!  They began to expound 
on the prophecies concerning the Messiah, but I did not 
hear a word they said. What I did hear was what the Lord 
spoke to my heart when He revealed Himself to me su-
pernaturally, saying, “Jesus is the Messiah; He is Lord.”  
They brought me to the fledgling Messianic fellowship 
that met in our neighbourhood, and I confessed to being a 
believer in Yeshua as Messiah. I brought home a Hebrew 
New Testament which my parents discovered, and then 
began both the beginning of intensity at home, but also 
the deepest friendship with Yeshua. Through their tears, 
cries, and anger, I began to pray for them to come to faith 
as well, while the Lord comforted me with the sweetest  
intimacy and love. 

I studied Hebrew and Greek in my undergraduate years 
and began to look at the early Fathers as well. My first 
Greek professor at the University of Toronto was a de-
vout Roman Catholic with whom I struck up a wonderful 
faith-filled friendship. My degree turned out to be one in 
Hellenistic-Near Eastern Studies, that is, the Jewish writ-
ings of the Hellenistic period which included the New 
Testament; this became my “Bible College” for four years. 
Translating the Gospels of Luke, the epistle of 1 John, and 
the book of Psalms taught me the depths of the scriptures. 

During this time, I became quite involved in our growing 
Messianic Congregation as I began to teach and preach and 
do other ministries around the congregation. Conferences 
in the U.S. bolstered my joy in Yeshua, and connections 
with international and local Messianic believers were an 
ongoing experience. I met my wife, Sue, at the Congrega-
tion, and we raised our two sons in the Messianic Jewish 

faith and lifestyle there. This was a time of growing vi-
sion for our people both here in North America, but also 
in Israel. We prayed and worked for their salvation and 
ministered in many ways to those who were coming to 
faith in Messiah. 

 When I was in teacher training over 25 years ago, I 
decided to take the Catholic Education course in order to 
allow me to teach in a Catholic School. I did not end up 
teaching there, but I am still certified to do so. However, I 
did a two-week practicum in a Catholic School and taught 
catechism to children and led them in prayers, not having 
been Catholic. No-one suspected anything, as I learned the 
“Hail Mary” and went to Mass for the first time. This is 
actually surprising considering the fact that I was strongly 
anti-Catholic and preached against the Church whenever 
I could.  I was not sure why I took the course, and friends 
who were former Catholics thought I was foolish. Yet I 
was strangely attracted to the liturgy and the beauty of the 
Catholic Church at the same time. 

There were several Jewish Catholics attending our Mes-
sianic Congregation in Toronto with whom I had become 
friends. Needless to say, although I was dismayed at their 
choice of connection, I had also learnt that the Hebrew 
Catholics had been barred from membership in the He-
brew Christian (now Messianic Jewish) Alliance. I tried 
to dissuade them from continuing in their Catholicity 
and encouraged them to remain solely in the Messianic 
Congregation. 

After many years of serving at the Congregation, we felt 
we needed a rest and began attending a large charismatic 
church. I led a men’s group for many years and became 
quite involved in the church’s intercession department, 
where I learnt much about prayer and hearing from God. 
We kept our ties with the Messianic movement by leading 
a monthly intercession meeting for Israel and the Jewish 
people there, where we prayed for the believers, both 
Jewish and Arab in the Land, and entertained leaders who 
spoke at our group. 

When very close friends of ours reverted to the Catholic 
Church, they suggested that we take a look at EWTN, and 
it was there that I discovered Mother Angelica and “The 
Journey Home”. I was so surprised to discover a beauti-
ful, faith-filled, non-performance oriented, loving, and 
passionate Christianity. This was Catholic, and I was very 
much surprised. I had never seen anything like this, the 
doctrinal concerns notwithstanding: Mary, the Communion 
of Saints, and Purgatory, to name a few. The Journey Home 
has been my constant friend since beginning to watch 
EWTN several years ago. My heart was being drawn in 
very unexpected ways. When I saw Jewish Catholics share 
their stories of faith, I knew I needed to investigate this 
further, and so began an email conversation with many 
since then. 

As many know, the old attitudes and the way my people 
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had been treated by the Church during many centuries had 
left a deep wound in the hearts of so many Jews and a very 
negative attitude toward Christianity and toward those who 
had become believers in Jesus. At the time, I still felt hurt 
by the Catholic Church because of the damage done to the 
Jewish people in Poland and elsewhere. Despite all of this, 
so many times over the years, I had a desire to read Vatican 
II and was relieved when I learnt about Nostra Aetate and 
the new attitudes toward the Jews and Judaism. The late 
great Blessed John Paul II had done much to heal. This 
was a step in the right direction. I decided to pick up a 
copy of the Catechism of the Catholic Church to ascertain 
what the Church actually taught, and I discovered that the 
Catechism is extremely honouring of the Jewish people. I 
felt the deep need to forgive the Catholic Church and also 
repented of my judgments. It was safe to be Jewish and 
explore the Catholic Church. 

Through recommendations of friends at church, and 
through a series of dreams about men in brown robes, I 
began to become involved with contemplative prayer and 
began to read about St.Teresa of Avila and St John of the 
Cross. I started looking at Henri Nouwen’s writing and the 
lives of the saints. I was overwhelmed by a Presence of 
Jesus I had never experienced before, and I was determined 
to seek more. I continued to watch EWTN and Salt and 
Light TV (here in Canada), and they have been practically 
my only TV watching ever since. The power of the love 
of God was so evident, and the truth and honesty was so 
prevalent.

When my sister passed away tragically in the fall of 
2007, it was to the quiet, restful sanctuary of a Catholic 
Church, St. Timothy’s in Toronto, that I turned. Why a 
Catholic Church? I had witnessed and experienced the 
quiet and loving gentleness of God’s love through EWTN, 
and being desperate for some quiet contemplation in the 
midst of the grief, I felt that I would find it there. The Lord 
met me powerfully as I gazed at His Cross and the Stations 
of the Cross. He began to fill me with His Presence, and 
I began to wonder what it was that the Church had that I 
had not seen elsewhere. Did it have something to do with 
what (or Who) was in the box to the side of the Sanctuary, 
where a candle continually burned?

During Lent 2008, my wife and I decided to attend a 
Tuesday evening course on “The Spiritual Life” taught by 
the parish priests at St Timothy’s. They focused on Ralph 
Martin’s book, The Fulfilment of All Desire, and it was 
there that I encountered the Mass in person. I had watched 
it on EWTN, but now I began to experience the Real 
Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. I was overwhelmed 
to say the least. I wanted to partake of Communion, but 
after talking with a priest, learnt that I could not. There 
was a choice to make now: either leave St. Timothy’s or 
humble myself and honour the rules and stay. I decided to 
press on, not knowing where it would all lead. (Since that 

time I have loved the Mass, both in Latin and English, and 
was delighted to learn that it is said in Hebrew in several 
Hebrew Catholic Congregations in Israel.)

My wife and I attended the “Lift Jesus Higher Rally” in 
April 2008, and it was at the Adoration and Divine Mercy 
segments that we were so touched. I felt I needed to ex-
plore this “Catholic Thing” further. Still watching Mother 
Angelica and Marcus Grodi, plus Fr. Groeschel and others, 
led me on. I met other Hebrew Catholics on TV: Debbie 
Herbeck, Bob Freedman, Roy Schoeman, David Moss, and 
Rosalind Moss. I began reading different Catholic websites 
including: Salvation is from the Jews, the Association of 
Hebrew Catholics, and one especially, Catholics for Israel. 
I began an intermittent correspondence with several Mes-
sianic Jewish Catholics and was reading everything I could 
find on Jewish people who had become Catholic. This was 
happening all the time we were attending our Evangelical 
Church and leading “Intercession for Israel” there. 

It was then that my friends suggested I look into RCIA 
just for interest, with no pressure. I met with the parish 
priest and then began RCIA studies with a very learned 
man at St. Timothy’s. Because I had been a believer for 
over 30 years, with experience in ministry and Bible 
teaching, they suggested I have private RCIA classes. We 
understood that the Archdiocese of Toronto instructs us in 
paragraph 391 of the RCIA document: 

“The baptised Christian is to receive both doctrinal 
and spiritual preparation, adapted to individual pastoral 
requirements, for reception into the full communion of the 
Catholic Church. The candidate should learn to deepen an 
inner adherence to the Church, where he or she will find the 
fulness of his or her baptism. During the period of prepara-
tion the candidate may share in worship in conformity with 
the provisions of the Ecumenical Directory. Anything that 
would equate candidates for reception with those who are 
catechumens is to be absolutely avoided.” 

Providentially, in the summer of 2008 we  came in con-
tact with Christ the King Catholic Church in Ann Arbor, 
MI when our son went to Bowling Green University in 
Ohio for a semester, and it was there that we got to know  
Father Ed Fride of that parish. Neither my wife nor I were 
Catholic, but we needed to know the truth. On the Christ 
the King website, we found the RCIA study sheets they 
used. These are question and answer lessons that have one 
use the Catechism and the Bible as the only textbooks. 
The RCIA classes with my teacher at St Timothy’s  had 
been a delight to both of us, as I had been sharing the 
Protestant and Jewish connections to Catholic issues, etc. 
We discussed those doctrinal “chestnuts” that I mentioned 
above. Each time we did a study, I was convinced by the 
Lord of the truth of those doctrines, and they become part 
of me. It was, as St. Augustine stated, “I believed, and then 
I understood”, and it was as St Thomas Aquinas asserted, 
“Faith and Reason”.

 I began to ask God in earnest if I was to become Catho-
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lic; I wanted to do the right thing considering my Jewish 
background, my Messianic connections, and the work I 
had been doing with ‘Intercession for Israel”. During the 
prayer, “I am not worthy to receive You…” I would pray, 
“only say the word and I shall become Catholic.”  

I had felt no pressure to come into the Church from 
anyone.  I had been encouraged by friends at St Timothy’s 
who said that they were praying for me that God would 
show me His will - whatever it was. I began to wonder if I 
could now walk away and leave the Catholic world having 
had a wonderful, faith-enriching experience, and having 
learned a lot. I read Edith Stein’s biography and asked 
the Lord at Epiphany to please send me some Hebrew 
Catholics to speak with me to confirm that it was OK for 
a Messianic Jew to become a Messianic Jewish Catholic. 
The Lord said to me, “I have sent you one already [i.e.  
Edith Stein]. What more do you want??” I knew then that 
that was it, as I had sensed intercession from St. Teresa of 
Avila and St. Edith Stein – both Jewish believers in Jesus. 
I felt them urging me on with our Lady, whom I now call 
Miriam Emainu (Hebrew for “Miriam our Mother”), to go 
forward into the Catholic Church. I could not walk away 
but had to proceed where the Lord was leading me. 

There were other interesting stories along the way. 
Perhaps because Lent was almost upon us, the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation was on people’s minds. I had just fin-
ished preparing for my class on this Rite when I turned 
on EWTN, and there was Fr. Trigilio speaking about the 
very same thing. My wife took me to Mass at our Cathe-
dral on Valentine’s Day as a gift, and what did the Father 
speak on? Reconciliation! We did our class on Reconcili-
ation in RCIA on Sunday, and the Archbishop of Toronto 
Diocese was the homilist Sunday evening, and about what 
did he speak? About a fifty-year old man coming into the 
Catholic Church and experiencing the freedom and joy of 
Reconciliation for the first time. Well, I was 51 and was 
about to experience that very same thing. To top it off, the 
scripture was from the Gospel of Mark, and my name is 
Mark. Coincidence?? I think not. Thank you, St. Teresa.

So ... one Saturday evening Mass in February 2009, I ex-
perienced the Rite of Welcoming. The following Saturday 
was my first Confession (I had to confess 32 years of sin 
and guilt since my baptism and for the first time feel truly 
forgiven and free of guilt and shame), and at the Easter 
Vigil I was Confirmed and had my first Communion. Hav-
ing listened to priests say, “The Body of Christ” to others 
had become music to my ears, and when I was able for 
the first time to have the Body and Blood of the Lord, I 
felt like dancing. 

And, I see the Jewishness of it all. For example, the syna-
gogue has an Eternal Light hanging over the Ark where the 
Torahs are kept; the Catholic Church has a Light lit near 
the Tabernacle where the “Torah made flesh’ is kept. There 
is a long table in the synagogue for the Torah; there is an 

altar for the Eucharist in the Church. There are scripture 
readings and prayers chanted in the synagogue; the Church 
has scriptures and prayers read and sung. 

When I became a believer in Yeshua at the Messianic 
Congregation, I did not cease to be Jewish or love Israel. 
When I joined the Evangelical Church, I did not cease to 
be Messianic Jewish. Now, when I joined the Catholic 
Church, I did not cease to be any of the above; it is addi-
tion and multiplication, and not subtraction or division. 
The fulness of Messianic Jewish faith! I am not a convert 
from Messianic Judaism via Evangelical Protestantism to 
the Catholic Church. My conversion is daily to the Lord, 
and He has led me into a deepening relationship with Him 
that grows daily, too. Yet we continue to pray for our Jew-
ish people and for the nation of Israel. 

If anyone had ever said to me years ago that this would 
be happening, I would have told them they were dreaming. 
Yet, it is a dream come true. The Lord has given me many 
more mercies, favours, great friends, and opportunities to 
share the Jewish roots of the faith. Jesus is a real Person 
to me at Mass and not just a theory or an experience. The 
richness in history, writings, tradition, and the manifold 
“colours” of the Catholic tradition are so beautiful and so 
wise. Our Holy Father is a real friend to us and our People. 
Bringing with me the rich heritage of my Jewish roots and 
all I have learnt over the years in various places, I feel as 
if a whole new, yet ancient, world has opened up for me to 
explore and enjoy as well as to serve in – all for the Glory 
of God the Father, the love of Messiah Yeshua, and in the 
fulness of the Holy Spirit.  

“Thanks be to God for His Unspeakable Gift”



19The Hebrew Catholic, No. 90, Winter 2012-2013

The Fellowship of St. Joseph
(Havurat Yosef HaTzaddik)  Toronto, Canada  

 Sue and Mark Neugebauer

The idea to begin a fellowship in Toronto associated 
with the AHC began in October 2010 at the AHC confer-
ence in St. Louis. What emerged after much prayer was 
The Fellowship of St. Joseph - Havurat Yosef HaTzaddik.

The first expression of our new havurah was teaching. In 
the fall and winter of 2010 - 2011, Mark began a 13 part 
PowerPoint series on the Jewish Background to the Mass 
and the ancient Jewish Wedding in the Mass. Using the 
Scriptures, Jewish traditions, the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, Papal encyclicals and Vatican II documents, and 
the writings of the saints, those gathered in the parish hall at 
St. Timothy’s Church in Toronto 
listened as the rich symbolism 
and connections with the Jewish 
roots of the Catholic faith were 
unpacked and explained. Mark’s 
lively and interactive style kept 
the 75 people present asking for 
more.

In March 2011, we were invited 
to Ypsilanti, MI to present a short-
ened version at a local parish on a 
Sunday afternoon.

That summer, a barbeque was 
held at our home to begin plan-
ning the fellowship arm of the 
havurah. Eight people gathered, 
mostly Jewish Catholics, to plan 
and brainstorm - and of course, 
eat! The following month we 
gathered at another parish, ap-
propriately named St. Joseph the 
Worker, to say the final novena to 
St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, 

our patron saint, on her feast day. Knowing that we were 
coming, the parish pastor spoke about St. Edith in his 
homily, and we were allowed to pray before the statue of 
St. Joseph for whom our havurah is named. The group 
had grown, and we enjoyed getting to know each other 
over coffee.

In October 2011, we were invited to do a whole day 
conference in Brighton, MI as the launch of a new outreach 
by St. Patrick’s Church. Mark gave three talks on the Jew-
ish Background of the Mass while our good friend and the 
AHC chaplain, Fr. Ed Fride, spoke about the new English 
translation of the Mass.

Back home at Blessed Trinity Church, we began a 9-part 
PowerPoint repeat of the series with some changes and ad-
ditions. The first part was in the fall of 2011, followed up in 
the winter of 2012 during Lent. This was so well received 
that we decided to combine the teaching and fellowship 
arms of the havurah into one monthly group. The first 
meeting, with the support and blessing of Blessed Trinity’s 
pastor, Msgr. Ambrose Sheehy, was scheduled for April 
17th. Msgr. Sheehy is very excited about his parishioners 
understanding the Jewish roots to the Mass.

During March break (similar to spring break in the 
U.S.), we were again privileged to be in Michigan, our 
“home away from home”. We had an amazing evening 
with Heart to Heart, a women’s apostolate. That night 

the meeting was held at St Clare 
of Assisi Parish in Farmington 
Hills, MI and was opened up to 
both men and women. During 
Mass, the pastor spoke about 
Romans 11. The congregation, 
which included many people of 
Polish descent as well as several 
Jews, was moved to tears by his 
heart-felt words. Following the 
refreshments, Mark’s presenta-
tion was to a packed church, 
including several children and 
young people. Despite a tornado 
warning and heavy rainfall, no 
one left until the last question had 
been answered.

Later that week we had a won-
derful time with the Servants of 
God’s Love in Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan. Mark did a three-part retreat 
over two days on the Bride and 
Bridegroom imagery in the Bible 

and in the Mass.

AHC Havurot 

Logo of The Fellowship of St. Joseph
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Finally, April 17th arrived. The AHC newsletters and 
holy cards were eagerly taken by the 50-plus in attendance. 
Mark introduced the AHC and did a presentation on Jewish 
objects that people had asked about in the previous ses-
sions, such as the tallit and kipah, and the parallels in the 
Catholic tradition. Our guest speaker was a young man, 
Jonathan Hilsden, who was born and raised in Israel, the 
son of a Canadian Pentecostal pastor. Jonathan shared 
his journey from being involved in his parents’ church 
in Jerusalem, to curiosity about and eventually entrance 
into the Catholic Church one year previous at the Easter 
vigil in Toronto. An experienced media person, Jonathan 
works at Salt and Light TV, Canada’s Catholic TV station. 
Jonathan then led us in worship with his guitar, singing 
two beautiful Hebrew worship songs. 

On May 15th, we had the privilege of hearing Fr. Domi-
nic Borg. Fr. Dominic, a native of Malta, is the Provincial 
Delegate of the Discalced Carmelites for Canada. He is a 
Bible scholar with much knowledge of Jewish literature 
including the Talmud. He gave an excellent talk on “The 
Sacrifice of the Mass – a Jewish Perspective.” 

In June, we had a Movie and Popcorn evening! The 
wonderful film, A Hand of Peace – Pope Pius XII and 
the Holocaust was shown following an introduction by 
Mark. Over 120 people attended and truly appreciated the 
documentary that clearly dispels much of the myths and 
misinformation about Pius XII. We highly recommend 
this beautifully done film produced by Salt and Light 
Television. 

After the summer break, we again met in September on 
the evening of Kol Nidre, Sept. 25th. Mark gave a mean-
ingful and insightful teaching, using PowerPoint, on the 
High Holy Day of Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, 
and showed its relationship to the crucifixion of Jesus our 
Messiah.  

Our next meetings are planned for Oct. 30th (The Mass 
of the Early Believers), Nov. 20th, and Dec. 11th (Messianic 
Prophecy and ending with a Hanukkah Party).  We have 
sold books from the AHC Store and hope to provide more 
opportunities in the future for our members to enjoy the 
fruits of AHC members worldwide and hear Jewish testi-
monies of entrance into the Catholic Church.

One of the exciting aspects of all these activities is that 
Jewish people are attending at the invitation of Catholic 
friends. We also have a consistent group of faithful people 
who attend month after month.

So our Havurah is well launched and thriving. We ap-
preciate your prayers and input.  We can be reached at ahc-
toronto@gmail.com and we would love to hear from you.

May the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob bless you. 
In Yeshua our Messiah and Miriam our mother, 
Sue and Mark Neugebauer 
Havurat Yosef HaTzaddik

Bnei Miriam Havurah
Perth, Australia

Brother Gilbert of the Divine Presence

After I returned home from St Louis in the U.S.A., I 
went to work in Canberra at a posh Catholic Girls College 
as a Secondary Teacher of Religion, English and Italian. 
Towards the end of 2010, Father Doug Harris suggested I 
come back to Perth to assist him with his work of Perpetual 
Adoration. Father Doug was the founder of a Catholic 
community called the Apostles of Perpetual Adoration in 
2006 with Archbishop Hickey of Perth. I had been a lay 
member of this community since its start. On February 
4, 2011, I took promises of poverty, chastity, and obedi-
ence as a consecrated brother, and I took the consecrated 
name of Brother Gilbert of the Divine Presence. After a 
year, I renewed my promises on Feb 4, 2012 and began 
to wear the habit of the community. At this time Father 
Doug also asked me to start the Bnei Miriam Havurah as 
an official group of our parish (St Bernadette’s), teaching 
on the Jewish roots of the Catholic Faith. God also sent 
me a young Israeli Jewish man to stay with us for about a 
month earlier this year. We have become very good friends 
and still keep in contact.
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We meet every Monday evening at 7 and try to finish 
around 8:30. We have had many different people attend, 
but we have a core group of about 8 people who come 
regularly. At one meeting we had a Messianic Jew attend 
and also a secular Jew. Among our regulars we have two 
Protestants. One is a lady whose son is converting to Juda-
ism and is engaged to an orthodox Jewish girl. The other 
Protestant is a young man who attends with his girlfriend. 
His girlfriend was a nominal Catholic until she started 
attending our group, and she told us that she now under-
stands her Catholic faith so much more and that the Mass 
has come alive for her now. Another regular is a young 
man who has been on a journey into eastern religions and 
philosophies but wants to know more about the spiritual 
side of his ancestral religion, Catholicism. Both his parents 
also attend, and they are committed orthodox Catholics. 

We are presently studying Brant Pitre’s book, Jesus and 
the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist. At the beginning we 
had between 15-20 people attending regularly, but then 
we had a break for a month in the winter, and after that the 
numbers were between 8-12. The format for these meet-
ings was to present talks on different aspects of Jewish 
roots of Catholicism as well as Judaism, with a chance to 
ask questions. Since we started the book study, numbers 
have dropped and we get between 5-8 people. Last night 
there were 7 of us. One of them was a man who attended 
for the first time last week. It would seem Catholics here 
prefer talks rather than to study a book and have discussion. 
However, we have in recent weeks experienced an influx 
of young adults coming to the parish, and I speak to them 
on a regular basis. One is a group of about 20-30 young 
adults in their 20’s and 30’s who have dinner together and 
then come here for a Marian Cenacle followed with coffee 
and cakes. They have invited me to be a regular part of the 
group. Another group of about 10 are young adults, 19-25 
years old, who come at all different times just to talk and 
discuss spirituality. They have an all-night vigil once a 
week and also a holy hour and teaching time together on 
Sundays. I am helping to direct the group. These young 
people are all very devout, evangelistic, and orthodox 
Catholics. It is as if the Holy Spirit is gathering them in. 

When Father Doug came to this parish and before we 
started Perpetual Adoration here, this was a dying parish 
with about 60 people attending Mass on the weekend. We 
were the smallest and poorest parish in the Archdiocese. 
We now average over 300 people at the weekend Masses, 
plus we have two well-attended daily Masses morning 
and evening, as well as a Perpetual Adoration chapel. I 
of course still speak with a Jewish focus at Divine Will 
meetings as well as at Marian events.

St. Jude Catholic Community Havurah
Marion Oaks, Florida 

Raul Barriera

St. Jude Catholic Community in Marion Oaks has begun 
a Havurah (a discussion group established to explore the 
Jewish roots of the Catholic Church) and to pray for peace 
in the Middle East. St. Jude’s is located at 443 Marion Oaks 
Drive in Marion Oaks. The group meets on Wednesdays 
from 7:15 to 8:30 P.M. in Room 4 of the church.

Some of the topics to be discussed will be the biography 
of the founder of the Association of Hebrew Catholics, 
Father Elias Friedman, his book Jewish Identity, the Jew-
ish roots of the Mass, and threads that are still common 
between Catholics and the Jewish people, and other areas 
the group may want to explore.

Everyone is invited. The group looks forward to the day 
when Jesus’ desire for One fold and One Shepherd will 
become a reality. 
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Hebrew Catholic Responsa
“Always be prepared to make a defense to any one who calls you 
to account for the hope that is in you ...” (1 Pet 3:15)

Any replies to our responses will be considered for a subsequent 
issue, as space permits. We reserve the right to edit all replies.

Mary: Unwed Mother?
Marty Barrack

Issue: In a published reflection on the First Sunday of 
Advent, the following statement appeared:

“But look at Mary, who found herself an unwed mother 
in a culture that sometimes executed such women.”

Response:  Jewish marriage law is covered in Mishna 
tractate Kidushin. The two-part marriage ceremony begins 
with kidushin, betrothal, from the Hebrew root spelled 
kof-dalet-shin, which means “sanctified.” We recall the 
first cup of Passover Seder wine, the kiddush or sanctifi-
cation cup.

Recall the consternation when the Blessed Virgin told 
her Son at Cana: “They have no wine” (Jn 2:3). The wine 
was a celebration of the merry occasion, but it also had 
a much more solemn purpose. Before two witnesses, the 
groom declared, at that time in Hebrew or Aramaic, “Be-
hold, you are consecrated unto me with this and according 
to the law of Moses and Israel.” If a kidushin was legally 
performed, with two witnesses and a written contract or an 
object of monetary value exchanged, the man and woman 
were bound together before God as a married couple.

Had Jesus not given them wine they could not have 
completed the marriage ceremony for which all their fam-
ily and friends had gathered!

There was a second part to the Jewish marriage cer-
emony called the nisuin, which means “elevation.” In 
Jesus’ time, after the kidushin the husband and wife did 
not live together; cohabitation was prohibited by rabbinic 
law until the nisuin. The young husband and wife stayed in 
their respective parents’ homes, usually for about a year, 
while the husband built a house, furnished it, and became 
proficient at a trade. When the husband was fully ready the 
happy couple celebrated the nisuin, and the wife moved 
into her husband’s home.

We know that this law of kidushin and nisuin was in 
force in Jesus’ time because it appears in the Mishna, which 
was finally written down around AD 200. In the Talmud, 
the Mishna is the written-down Oral Torah, ancient pre-
Christian law. Gemara is post-Christian rabbinic law.

The original purpose of the separation between kidu-
shin and nisuin was to allow the couple time to prepare 
for their responsibilities as husband and wife before they 
could begin to raise a family. However, after Jesus’ time, 

the custom arose in some lands that the local nobleman 
was entitled to have his way with any attractive recently-
married woman he wished. The rabbis saw that it was not 
right to allow a married woman to walk around without a 
man to protect her. To eliminate that possibility the rabbis 
ruled that henceforth the kidushin and nisuin would be 
celebrated on the same day. In Orthodox Jewish marriages 
today as soon as the kidushin ceremonies are complete the 
rabbi begins the nisuin.

Pope John Paul II confirmed the Blessed Virgin’s mar-
ried state in his apostolic exhortation Redemptoris Custos, 
August 15, 1989, §18. 

“According to Jewish custom, marriage took 
place in two stages: first, the legal, or true marriage 
was celebrated, and then, only after a certain period of 
time, the husband brought the wife into his own house. 
Thus, before he lived with Mary, Joseph was already 
her husband.”

Second Exodus
After many years developing a traditional website, 

Marty Barrack is well into the process of developing a new 
website to replace the old. In an email, Marty described 
the structure of the new site:

The new one is a mobile site, designed to work best on 
smartphones. Tens of millions of young people today are 
buying smartphones as their only computer and their only 
telephone, and the trend is accelerating. Many of them know 
little or nothing about the Catholic faith. I need to be there 
where they can find me and easily read my pages on their 
four-inch displays.

Marty goes on to describe the mission of Second Exodus:
The Second Exodus mission is to help all Israel dis-

cover her Messiah and thereby open the way for the Second 
Coming §674. However, it’s aimed primarily at Catholics 
who are interested in helping Jews. ... I teach Catholics the 
Jewish origins of their Faith so that they can be ready if an 
inquiring Jew approaches them with questions, especially if 
they’re getting ready to make a choice.

I also teach Catholics the Jewish origins of their Faith 
because they help us to know Jesus better. ... The Church 
teaches us all we need to know to get to heaven, but when 
we love someone we want to understand him as deeply as 
we can.

In this limited space, I can only call your attention to 
Marty’s new site. Go visit secondexodus.mobi and enjoy 
a feast of Jewish and Catholic fare. Thank you, Marty!
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Ed. Michael Forrest and David Palm have contended with 
Catholics who hold the errors called the “dual covenant” theory 
and “extreme supersessionism.” They have also contended with 
Catholics who seem hostile to Jews within or outside the Church. 
We are grateful for the support and efforts of both men.
This article was originally written in the magazine, “Lay Wit-
ness”, the publication of Catholics United for the Faith (http://
www.cuf.org/Home.asp). It is included here with permission.
We recommend this article for study by the AHC havurot. The 
“dual covenant” and “extreme supersessionism” errors are 
found amongst many Catholics today. To better understand these 
errors will not only help everyone to address these issues, but it 
will help us advance the work of the AHC.

Since the days of Cain and Abel, a tragic pattern of fraternal 
conflict and strife has been repeated throughout salva-
tion history. Unfortunately, the relationship between the 
children of Israel who do not accept Jesus as the Messiah 
(Rabbinic Jews) and those children of Israel who do accept 
Him (Christians) has been no exception to the familial rule. 
In the early years, when those who did not accept Jesus 
were in the relative position of power, they sometimes 
severely persecuted the Christians (cf. Acts 8:1–3, Acts 12). 
According to Fr. Edward Flannery, “Jewish hostility in the 
early period was…strong, if sporadic.” [1] From the Holy 
See’s 1998 document, We Remember: A Reflection on the 
Shoah, we also read:

At the dawn of Christianity . . . there arose disputes 
between the early Church and the Jewish leaders and people 
who . . . on occasion violently opposed the preachers of the 
Gospel and the first Christians.

As the balance of power changed in favor of the Chris-
tians, they sometimes severely persecuted the Rabbinic 
Jews. Cardinal Christoph Schönborn has described an 
“often violent anti-Judaism on the part of Christians, to-
gether with . . . centuries of persecution, exile and recurring 
pogroms.” [2] Jews were sometimes coerced to convert 
to the Catholic faith in past centuries, although the popes 
repeatedly rejected this practice.

Evidence of these intense conflicts can be found in some 
of the extremely combative and even offensive rhetoric 
occasionally employed in the writings of a few of the early 
Church Fathers, an early Jewish prayer of “malediction” 
against Jewish Christians, and certain segments in the 
Jewish Talmud.

At Vatican II, the Council fathers exhorted the faithful 
to pursue fraternal dialogue and collaboration in order 
to overcome centuries of such mutual ignorance and 
confrontation. [3] Thankfully, the resultant dialogue and 
collaboration has led to many positive developments, such 
as a significantly improved rapport among Catholics and 

All in the Family: Christians, Jews, and God 
by Michael Forrest and David Palm

Jews. At the same time, certain difficulties have developed. 
One such area of difficulty involves our understanding of 
the relationship among Christians, Jews, and God.

Two opposing views of this relationship have arisen in 
certain quarters within the Church. The first, commonly 
known as the dual covenant theory, holds not only that 
the Jewish people retain a special relationship with God 
(which is true), but also that they have their own path to 
salvation through Judaism and therefore do not need to 
be—and should not be—presented with the Gospel and 
invited to expressly enter the Church (which is false). [4] 
The second view, extreme supersessionism, posits not only 
that the New Covenant in Christ superseded the Mosaic 
covenant (which is true), but also that God is essentially 
finished with the Jews as a people (which is false).

In recent years, two events in particular have intensified 
the debate between these camps. The first was the 2002 
release of a document by a sub-committee of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), which 
included a problematic statement that “the Church believes 
Judaism . . . is salvific for [the Jews].” [5] More recently 
(and from the opposite pole), Bishop Richard Williamson 
of the Society of St. Pius X made ignorant and offensive 
statements about the Jewish people and the Shoah (Holo-
caust). The Holy Father unequivocally repudiated these 
statements as “intolerable and altogether unacceptable.” [6]

Of these two theological errors, the dual covenant theory 
is more serious doctrinally because it fundamentally com-
promises the Church’s Great Commission, given by Christ 
(cf. Mt. 28:18–20). Additionally, the public advocacy of this 
theory has created an unwarranted expectation among our 
Jewish brethren that in turn leads to their understandable 
frustration each time the Church reaffirms that the Gospel 
and the Church are for all men. However, it is particularly 
troubling that extreme supersessionism is frequently ac-
companied by hostile and un-Christian rhetoric that fosters 
an attitude of contempt for the Jewish people—an attitude 
that the Church has entirely rejected (see Nostra Aetate, no. 4, 
and We Remember: A Reflection on the Shoah, §IV and V).

The Gospel: Just for the Gentiles?
The dual covenant theory seems to have primarily de-

veloped in reaction to the Shoah and from a misconstrual 
of the esteem the Church has expressed for Judaism since 
Vatican II. Advocates of this theory contend that “dialogue, 
not conversion, should be the Catholic goal in relations 
with Jews.” [7] As evidence for this view, passages from 
Vatican II documents that acknowledge the elements of 
truth and goodness found in other religions (such as Nostra 
Aetate, no. 2; Ad Gentes, no. 18; and Lumen Gentium, no. 16) as 
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well as passages from various documents that recommend 
respectful interreligious dialogue (such as Dialogue and Proc-
lamation [8] and The Attitude of the Church Towards the Followers 
of Other Religions [9]) are commonly cited. It is also typical 
to find prominent mention of a frequently misunderstood 
statement about the Old Covenant that John Paul II made 
to Jewish leaders privately in Mainz, Germany, in 1980. 
However, neither these nor any other authoritative Church 
document has ever taught that the Jewish people already 
possess their own salvific covenant with God and therefore 
should not be presented with the Gospel and invited to 
expressly enter the Church.

The Scriptures, the Fathers, and the Magisterium con-
sistently testify that the Good News of Jesus Christ and 
His Church is for all men—Jew and Gentile alike.  For 
instance, speaking to Jews, Jesus said, “Unless one is 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God” (Jn. 3:5) and “Go . . . and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt. 28:19).

St. Paul, himself a Jew, wrote, “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel: it is the power of God for salvation to every one 
who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek” (Rom. 
1:16). At the synagogue in Pisidia, St. Paul preached the 
Gospel boldly: “Let it be known to you therefore, brethren, 
that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed 
to you, and by him every one that believes is freed from 
everything from which you could not be freed by the law 
of Moses” (Acts 13:38–39).

St. Justin Martyr states in his dialogue with Trypho the 
Jew, “We do not trust through Moses or through the law” 
because there is “a final law, and a covenant, the chiefest 
of all, which it is now incumbent on all men to observe,” 
and “law placed against law has abrogated that which is 
before it, and a covenant which comes after in like manner 
has put an end to the previous one.” [10]

Since Vatican II, in continuity with magisterial teaching 
such as the Council of Florence (1439) and Mystici Cor-
poris (1943), the Church has consistently reaffirmed the 
universality of the Gospel and the Church. [11] In Lumen 
Gentium (1964), the Church affirmed that God “chose the 
race of Israel as a people” and “set up a covenant” with 
them, instructing them and making them holy. However, 
“all these things . . . were done by way of preparation and 
as a figure of that new and perfect covenant” instituted by 
and ratified in Christ (no. 9). In Notes on the Correct Way 
to Present the Jews and Judaism (1985), we read that the 
“Church and Judaism cannot then be seen as two parallel 
ways of salvation and the Church must witness to Christ 
as the Redeemer of all.” [12]

Pope John Paul II, in his encyclical Redemptoris Missio 
(1990), reminds us that “dialogue does not dispense from 
evangelization” and that the possibility of salvation for 
“followers of other religions . . . by Christ, apart from 

the ordinary means he has established does not thereby 
cancel the call to faith and baptism which God wills for 
all people . . . the Church is the ordinary means of salva-
tion . . . she alone possesses the fullness of the means of 
salvation” (no. 55).

And in Dominus Iesus (2000), the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith states, “There is only one salvific 
economy” (no. 12), and “God has willed that the Church 
founded by him be the instrument for the salvation of all 
humanity. . . . The certainty of the universal salvific will of 
God does not diminish, but rather increases the duty and 
urgency of the proclamation of salvation and of conversion 
to the Lord Jesus Christ” (no. 22).

Additional powerful evidence that the Gospel is for Jews 
and Gentiles alike comes in a much more personal form—
the witness of Jews who have wholeheartedly embraced 
their Messiah and His Church through the millennia. These 
include Our Lady, the Apostles, Alphonse Ratisbonne, St. 
Edith Stein, the Lehman brothers (who became priests), 
Rabbi Eugenio Zolli (former head rabbi of Rome), and 
most recently, all of our Jewish brethren who belong to 
the Association of Hebrew Catholics. [13]

These Jewish men and women would no doubt strongly 
object to the notion that anyone has no need of the Messiah 
or the gifts He so graciously bestowed upon the Church 
for our salvation—the sacraments. As Roy Schoeman, a 
well-known speaker, author, and convert from rabbinic 
Judaism, wrote:

[To refuse to share the Gospel with Jews] deprives 
them of the opportunity of knowing the fullness of the truth 
of revelation; it deprives them of the incomparable joy and 
consolation of the intimacy with God achieved only though 
the sacraments; it deprives them of the eternal salvific ben-
efits which flow from the Church and the sacraments. And 
most ironically, it deprives them of the true honor and glory 
of their own religion, of their own identity—of being part of 
the people and the religion which brought about the salvation 
of all mankind, the people through whom God became man, 
the people related to God in the flesh. (“Letters to the Editor,” 
Inside the Vatican, June-July, 2003)

God has given man one sure path to salvation, and that 
path is through the definitive and universal covenant in 
Jesus Christ by means of His Church. It is a serious error 
to direct anyone away from that sure path, regardless of 
the intention.

Israel—Irrelevant?
Jesus Christ defeated death and opened the gates of 

heaven for man, and He created the Church as His universal 
sacrament of salvation (see Catechism, nos. 637, 776, and 1019). 
The New Covenant in Christ has superseded the Mosaic 
(or “Old”) covenant. The term “supersession,” which 
was first used by an Anglican minister, has subsequently 
been used by some Catholics to describe this truth. [14] It 
appears in no magisterial texts; yet, as originally used, it 
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does accurately describe Catholic teaching. However, over 
time, variations of this doctrine have appeared, including 
an extreme version that has made its way into certain 
Catholic circles.

Extreme supersessionism goes well beyond the teaching 
of the Church by positing that the Jews, as Jews, no longer 
possess any special relationship with God; they play no 
further special role in God’s design for man’s salvation; 
and the Church has entirely replaced the role of the Jewish 
people in every way in regard to the Scriptural promises 
and eschatology related to Israel. Generally, the same ci-
tations from Scripture, the Fathers, and the Magisterium 
noted above are used to support extreme supersesssionism. 
However, as with the dual covenant theory, the import of 
select quotes and terms is exaggerated, while the import 
of quotes and terms that contradict the theory is ignored 
or minimized.

For example, extreme supersessionism emphasizes 
scriptural and magisterial terms that convey discontinu-
ity between the Mosaic covenant and the New Covenant 
(like “revoked” and “abolished”) to the virtual exclusion 
of scriptural and magisterial terms that convey continuity 
between the covenants (like “fulfilled”). In so doing, ex-
treme supersessionism effectively adopts a false “either/or” 
approach, rather than a “both/and” approach that preserves 
the theological tension regarding Christ’s relationship to 
and impact on the Mosaic covenant. [15] Avery Cardinal 
Dulles has commented on this tension:

All these texts [that refer to the abolishment of the Old 
Covenant], which the Church accepts as teachings of canoni-
cal scripture, have to be reconciled with others, which seem 
to point in a different direction. Jesus, in the Sermon on the 
Mount, teaches that he has come not to abolish the Law 
and the prophets but to fulfill them, even though he is here 
embarking on a series of antitheses, in which he both supple-
ments and corrects certain provisions in the law of Moses. In 
a passage of great importance, Paul asserts in Romans that 
the Jews have only stumbled. They are branches broken off 
from the good olive tree, but are capable of being grafted 
on again, since they are still beloved by God for the sake of 
their forefathers, whose gifts and call are irrevocable. [16]

While the manner in which to resolve this theological 
tension is currently an area of legitimate investigation and 
inquiry, the Holy Father seems to have personally resolved 
it by distinguishing between the enduring, underlying sub-
stance of the Mosaic covenant and its external, provisional 
form. The specific, external form of the Mosaic covenant—
such as the legal prescriptions and the temple sacrifice of 
animals—was indeed abolished with the commencement 
of the New Covenant. But the underlying substance—from 
the moral precepts to the foundational principles of sacri-
fice and worship—is fulfilled and transformed by Christ. In 
and through Christ, the Mosaic covenant is thus actualized 
and subsumed into the New Covenant.

While Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of 

the Faith, Pope Benedict XVI wrote:
In this Torah, which is Jesus himself, the abiding essence 

of what was inscribed on the stone tablets at Sinai is now 
written in living flesh, namely, the twofold commandment 
of love. . . . To imitate him, to follow him in discipleship, is 
therefore to keep Torah, which has been fulfilled in him once 
and for all. Thus the Sinai covenant is indeed superseded. 
But once what was provisional in it has been swept away, 
we see what is truly definitive in it. [17]

In regard to the relational bond between the Jewish 
people and God, the magisterium has made clear that the 
Church became spiritual “Israel” with the commence-
ment of the New Covenant in Christ. [18] But, contrary to 
extreme supersessionist theology, this does not therefore 
mean that God is finished with “Israel according to the 
flesh”—the Jewish people. [19] Indeed, while it is undeni-
able that a Jew who embraces the New Covenant is most 
fully united with God, it is also undeniable that His love 
and concern for the Jews, as Jews, perdures in the New 
Covenant—it was not extinguished. As St. Paul and the 
Church have unequivocally affirmed, the Jewish people 
remain dearly loved by God, “for the sake of the fathers [of 
Israel]. For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable” 
(cf. Rom. 11:28; Nostra Aetate, no. 4). In this powerful affirma-
tion of God’s irrevocable love and concern for the Jewish 
people, St. Paul is specifically referring to Jews who have 
not accepted Christ or His Church. [20]

This abiding love for and special relationship with 
God’s earthly first-born, the Jewish people (cf. Ex. 4:22), is 
evidenced in several ways.

First, God continues to call forth the “first-fruits” or a 
“remnant” of the Jewish people to explicit faith in Jesus 
Christ (cf. Rom. 11:5). St. Paul cites his own conversion and 
the conversion of some of his contemporaries as proof that 
“God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew” (Rom. 
11:2). And, indeed, there have been Jewish entrants into the 
Church through Baptism ever since.

Second, according to Scripture and Tradition, in the “last 
days” the “first-fruits” or “remnant” mentioned above is 
expected to blossom forth into what is commonly referred 
to in the Church as “the conversion of the Jews.” This ex-
pectation is supported by multiple passages of Scripture, 
[21] no less than twenty-one of the most prominent patristic 
witnesses, an extensive line-up of medieval witnesses, 
four Popes, and at least fourteen Doctors of the Church. 
[22] Additional attestation may be found in the Catechism 
(no. 674), the 1909 and 1913 Catholic Encyclopedia, Ludwig 
Ott’s Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma, and a multitude of 
renowned modern Catholic scholars ranging from Lapide 
to Lagrange. [23] While there are relatively minor varia-
tions amongst these witnesses, there is no disagreement 
that in the last days there will be an unusual and significant 
conversion of the Jewish people to Christ and that this 
conversion will be a sign of His Second Coming. [24]
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Third, implied in the above-named prophecy is an 
assurance that God will not allow the Jewish people to 
perish from the face of the earth—He will preserve their 
existence. If they do not exist, they cannot convert. No 
other ethnic group has such an assurance.  

Fourth, and perhaps as a practical evidence of the pre-
vious point, is the current existence of the Jewish people 
in the face of such prolonged and extreme adversity, an 
adversity that culminated with the horror of the Shoah. As 
then-Cardinal Ratzinger noted:

The way that this tiny people, who no longer have any 
country, no longer any independent existence, but lead their 
life scattered throughout the world, yet despite this keep their 
own religion, keep their own identity; they are still Israel. 
. . even during the two thousand years when they had no 
country. . . There is something more than historical chance 
at work. . . . Israel remains—and shows us something of the 
steadfastness of God. [25]

Fifth, the second Person of the Holy Trinity—our Sav-
ior—will forever be a Jew. He was born of a Jewish woman 
whom we exalt as the Queen of Heaven. And the Church 
herself is built on twelve Jewish men—the Apostles—who 
will sit in judgment with Christ. The Gentiles, cut from 
the “wild olive tree,” have been grafted on to “the holy 
stock of the Hebrews”—the cultivated olive tree, Israel. 
[26] “Spiritually, [Christians] are all Semites.” [27] As 
Catholics, we receive the glorified Body and Blood of the 
Jewish God-man at every Mass. These profound realities 
create a bond between the Jewish people, God, and the 
Church that, while not salvific by itself, is nonetheless 
special and enduring. They are not merely “in the past,” 
as extreme supersessionism would have it.

Sixth, unlike other non-Christian religions, rabbinic Ju-
daism “is already a response to God’s revelation in the Old 
Covenant” (Catechism, no. 839). To the extent that Rabbinic 
Judaism adheres to the enduring principles and teachings 
that have been subsumed into the new and eternal covenant 
in Christ (for example, principles of morality), that “re-
sponse” is faithful and true. Conversely, to the extent that 
Rabbinic Judaism is at odds with those enduring principles 
and teachings (for example, the identity of the promised 
Messiah), that “response” is not faithful and true. [28]

Two other issues common to extreme supersessionism 
deserve mention. First, proponents of extreme superses-
sionism often evidence a significant double standard 
by judging Jews much more harshly for not expressly 
entering the Church than they do our Protestant brethren. 
Historically speaking, the Protestants of today are far 
closer in time to the fathers of their schism than are the 
Jews to theirs. [29] Therefore, there is certainly at least 
equal excuse for today’s Jews for not expressly entering 
the Catholic Church as there is for Protestants. And while 
the rigorist who is focused on followers of Judaism may 
argue that at least Protestants “accept Christ,” one may 
counter that rejection of the Church is also rejection of 

Christ (Lk. 10:16). As such, perhaps both of these religious 
communities ought to be given the benefit of the doubt as 
a whole, charitably assuming basic good will on their part 
rather than a fully-informed, bad will.

Additionally, proponents of extreme supersessionism 
often demand that Jews enter the Church, only to then 
treat them with suspicion and hostility once they do so. 
As one traditionalist Catholic commentator expressed it, 
unfortunately, some of our Catholic brethren “seem less 
interested in attracting Jews to the Church than in shaking 
their fists at them.” [30] Perhaps this unwelcoming posture 
suggests that the story of the Prodigal Son is being replayed 
with the sons in reversed roles (cf. Lk. 15:11–32).

For Our Salvation
While the Church continues to grapple with certain nu-

ances in the relationship among Jews, Christians, and God, 
she has never taught the dual covenant theory or extreme 
supersessionism.

Catholics may confidently embrace several complemen-
tary truths about the Jewish people. Jews share a common 
spiritual patrimony and relationship with us that is entirely 
unique (cf.  Nostra Aetate, no. 4). Unlike other non-Christians, 
their faith “is already a response to God’s revelation in the 
Old Covenant” (Catechism, no. 839). [31] They also retain an 
irrevocable and special relationship with God because 
of their forefathers, a relationship which continues to be 
evidenced in several important ways. Yet, this relationship 
is not salvific by itself; it finds its ultimate fulfillment in 
and through Jesus Christ and His Church. Thus, the Gospel 
and the Church are for all men—Jew and Gentile alike.

In order to avoid becoming a stumbling block, we must 
share the Gospel with humility, respect, patience, wisdom, 
and understanding. [32] As our first Pope wrote, “In your 
hearts reverence Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 
make a defense to any one who calls you to account for the 
hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence” 
(1 Pet. 3:15). The exercise of these virtues is particularly 
vital when sharing the Gospel with our Jewish brethren. 
May the Lord grant us each the grace to effectively use our 
particular gifts for the benefit of every soul He desires—
whether Jewish or Gentile. And may that joyous day soon 
arrive when the Jewish people are most fully grafted back 
into their own olive tree alongside their Gentile brethren.
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Laodicea is a very large mound located to the north of 
Denizli. It was founded by Seleucid kings during the third 
century B.C. By the New Testament era it was a very large 
and very important city. ...

View of one of the columns on which there are inscribed 
a menorah, a lulav (tree branches) to the left of the meno-
rah, a shophar (ram’s horn) to the right of the menorah, 
and above the menorah a cross.

Note the flames on the top of the seven branches of the 
menorah.

Laodicea, Menorah and Cross
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AHC Havurot Resources

Introduction
An AHC havurah invites Catholics to join in the fellow-

ship of prayer, study, and celebration. It is distinct from 
other similar groups in its focus. 

In matters of study, the members of the havurah seek to 
better understand our Catholic faith by studying its Jewish 
roots, and to better understand and appreciate our Jewish 
brothers and sisters.

In matters of prayer, the members of the havurah pray 
not only for the causes and people that are normally prayed 
for at Mass and in our various devotions, but also for our 
Jewish brothers and sisters and for all those in Israel and 
throughout the Mideast.

In matters of celebration, the members of the havurah 
learn about and celebrate, in the light of Christ, various 
aspects of the holy days of the Jewish liturgical year. 
They thereby experience that which Jesus fulfills in the 
liturgy, through the sacraments, and through the feasts of 
the Church’s liturgical year.

These studies, prayers, and celebrations help us to realize 
the exhortation given us in the Catechism, #1096:

A better knowledge of the Jewish people’s faith and 
religious life as professed and lived even now can help our 
better understanding of certain aspects of Christian liturgy.

The following is an initial list of materials that can serve 
as a source of study and prayer in regular havurah meet-
ings. Material for study can also be found in The Hebrew 
Catholic and the following web sites: hebrewcatholic.org, 
secondexodus.com, salvationisfromthejews.com.

Magisterial Documents
• Lumen Gentium, Nostra Aetate 
• Catechism of the Catholic Church
• Guidelines and Suggestions for Implementing the 

Conciliar Declaration, Nostra Aetate No. 4 (1974)

• Notes on the Correct Way to Present Jews and Judaism 
in Preaching and Teaching in the Catholic Church (1985)

• We Remember: A Reflection on the Shoah (1998)

Other Church Documents
• The Jewish People and Their Sacred Scripture in the 

Christian Bible (2002)

• Memory and Reconciliation: The Church and Faults 
of the Past (1999)

Books
• The Crucified Rabbi by Taylor Marshall

This book provides simple and clear com-
parisons showing the intimate connections between 
Jewish and Catholic ideas and practices. A great 
introduction to further studies.

• Second Exodus by Marty Barrack
This book provides an intelligent, faith-filled and 

zealous apologetic for the faith. Marty provides us 
with inspirational background and insights from the 
Jewish roots of the faith.

• Salvation is From the Jews by Roy Schoeman
Roy Schoeman provides a wonderful overview 

of the role of Judaism and the Jewish people in God’s 
plan for the salvation of mankind, from Abraham 
through the Second Coming, as revealed by the 
Catholic faith and by a thoughtful examination of 
history.

• Jewish Identity by Elias Friedman OCD
Fr. Friedman, founder of the Association of 

Hebrew Catholics, provides the theological and 
historical background to the work of the AHC. He 
provides a rationale for preserving the historic iden-
tity of the Jewish people within the Church and of 
their ongoing role from now until “all Israel shall 
be saved” (cf. Rm. 11:26).

• Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist
by Brant Pitre
Brant Pitre explores the Jewish background of 

the Eucharist to show that Jewish hopes were ful-
filled, not only for a Messiah, but for a new Exodus 
and a new manna as well.

• Honey From the Rock by Roy Schoeman
This book includes the inspiring stories of 16 

Jews, including that of the author, from a wide va-
riety of backgrounds, who became fulfilled through 
their journey to the Catholic Church. 

• Before the Dawn by Eugenio Zolli
Before the Dawn contains the autobiographi-

cal reflections of Rabbi Israel Zolli, former Chief 
Rabbi of Rome, regarding his journey to the Catholic 
Church. Upon becoming baptized, Rabbi Zolli took 
the name “Eugenio” in honor of Pope Pius XII, who 
did so much to save Jews in Europe during the time 
of the Shoah. 
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• The Myth of Hitler’s Pope by Rabbi David Dalin
In this book, Rabbi Dalin takes up the defense of 

Pope Piux XII against the calumnies that he was silent 
and did little for the Jews during the Second World War. 

• Many Religions – One Covenant: Israel, the Church
 and the World by Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger

An exploration by the future Pope Benedict XVI 
of the covenants and the relation between the Church 
and Israel, including the fulfillment of the Law by Jesus 
on the Cross.

• The Mystery of Israel and the Church
by Larry Feingold S.T.D., S.T.L.

The first three books of this series reflect the first 
three series of lectures given by Dr. Feingold at the 
Cathedral Basilica School in Saint Louis, Missouri. 
Dr. Feingold is Professor of Theology and Philosophy 
at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, Saint Louis, Missouri, 
and AHC Director of Theology. The audio recordings 
of these first three lectures are available on our website.

Vol. 1, Figure and Fulfillment
This volume contains various themes of salvation 

history, the prophecies and types in the Old Testament 
that are fulfilled in the New.

Vol. 2, Things New and Old
This volume covers various themes of faith, includ-

ing the virtues of faith, hope, love, suffering, sacrifice, 
priesthood, gifts of the Holy Spirit, etc.

Vol. 3, The Messianic Kingdom of Israel
Covering various themes of the Kingdom, this vol-

ume includes prophecies of the Messianic Kingdom, 
marks of the Church, portraits of the Church in the 
New Testament, comparisons between Israel and the 
Church, etc.

CDs / DVDs
AHC Lecture Series by Larry Feingold, S.T.D. S.T.L. 

Each lecture lasts about one hour, with a follow-up 
question–answer session of about 20 minutes. You may 
download each lecture for each series listed below at 
no cost from our website at: http://tinyurl.com/m9bv2k

1. Themes of Salvation History
2. Themes of the Faith
3. Themes of the Kingdom
4. Themes of St. Paul
5. Themes from the Early Church Fathers
6. Themes of the Incarnation
7. Mary, Daughter of Zion and Mother of God
8. Man Made in the Image of God
Christian anthropology with respect to the natural order.

9. Man Called to Share in the Divine Life
Christn. anthr. with respect to the supernatural order.
10. Sacraments: From the Old Covenant to the New
11. Typology: How the Old Testament Prefigures 
the New  This series will take place Spring 2013.

• Jewish Roots to the Catholic Mass 
by Mark Neugebauer
In three CDs, Mark explains the Jewish roots of 

the Mass, including the movement from Temple to Ca-
thedral, from Synagogue to Church, and the Passover. 

A fourth CD contains a talk, On the New Transla-
tion of the Roman Missal, by Fr. Ed Fride.

• Jewish Roots of Catholicism by Br. Bob Fishman
In this DVD, Br. Bob explains a wide spectrum of 

Jewish history and a great variety of practices and terms.
• The Passover of Christ by Br. Bob Fishman

In 3 CDs, Br. Bob includes a step-by-step walk 
through the actual Passover ritual with an intense re-
counting of Christ’s final Passover on the night of the 
Last Supper.

• A Hand of Peace: Pope Pius XII and the Holocaust
A 55-minute DVD describing Pope Piux XII’s 

guidance of the Church through the tumultuous decades 
surrounding World War II. In addressing the great cal-
umnies levelled at this Pope regarding his service to 
the Jewish people, interviews with Sir Martin Gilbert, 
Fr. Peter Gumpel, and Sr. Margherita Marchione are 
presented.

• Reasons for Our Hope: A Bible Study on the Gospel of 
Luke by Rosalind Moss, now Mother Miriam of the 
Lamb of God

Three sets of four DVDs with 39 30-minute ses-
sions (optional study guide available), originally broad-
cast on EWTN. Rosalind uses her knowledge of ancient 
and contemporary Judaism along with the experiences 
of her own journey to provide an illuminating portrait 
of Christ from the Gospel of Luke.

• The Footprints of God: The Story of Salvation from
 Abraham to Augustine by Stephen Ray

A series of DVDs which combines biography, travel 
documentary, bible study, apologetics and Church his-
tory. Titles include: Moses, David / Solomon, Jesus, 
Mary, Peter, Paul, Apostolic Fathers.

• An Interview of (then) Archbishop Raymond L. Burke  
by David Moss. Available as CD, DVD, or text.
This interview took place in Aug. 2010 and was 

shown at the first AHC-sponsored conference in Oct. 
2010. It examines some key questions concerning the 
life of Jews in the Church.
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AHC Resource Center
The Myth of  
  Hitler’s Pope
Rabbi David G. Dalin
How Pope Piux XII 
Rescued Jews From 
the Nazis
Regnery, ©2005 
Hardcover, 209 pages
$27.95

Special
$20.95 + shipping

“In this shocking and thoroughly documented book, 
Rabbi Dalin explodes the myth of Hitler’s pope and 
condemns the mythmakers for not only rewriting history, 
but for denying the testimony of Holocaust survivors, 
hijacking the Holocaust for unseemly political ends, and 
ignoring the real threat to the Jewish people.” 

“Full of shocking and irrefutable detail. The Myth of 
Hitler’s Pope is sure to generate controversy, and more 
important, to set the record straight. If you want the truth 
about Pope Pius XII, about the Catholic Church, the Jews, 
and the Holocaust, and about how the myth of Hitler’s 
pope plays into the culture wars of our own time – and 
how the fact of Hitler’s mufti is a vital source of radical 
Islam today – you must begin here.” [From the cover]

A Hand of Peace
Pope Piux XII and the 
Holocaust
Salt+Light Television  
©2008
DVD, 55 minutes

Special
$15.95 + shipping

“A Hand of Peace is an important contribution to the 
robust and timely debate that has arisen surrounding Pius’s 
wartime record. Featuring interviews with world renowned 
Holocaust historian Sir Martin Gilbert, the Jesuit historian 
and postulator Fr. Peter Gumpel, and author and ardent 
Pius defender Sr. Margherita Marchione, M.P.F., Ph.D., 
this gripping documentary explores the difficult choices 
Pius XII faced during the Second World War, and provides 
convincing proof that his bold, yet discreet, prophetic ac-
tions saved tens of thousands of Jewish lives and paved the 
way for a new era of Catholic-Jewish relations that have 
deepened over the past 50 years.” [From the cover]

You Shall Be My  
  Witnesses . . .
Hebrew Catholics and 
the Mission of the  
Church
AHC, ©2013
Softcover, 56 pages
$7.50
.
Articles with an asterisk 
(*) represent talks given 
at the AHC Conference, 
Oct. 2010, in St. Louis, 
Missouri.
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